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PREFACE 

The idea of wilting tins volume liist suggested itself in a conversa- 
tion with the late Di Edwaid C Kiik who, in 1907, had presented an 
aiticle entitled Pioneer Dentistry in New York In April of 1926 
Di Kiik sent me old memoranda and a letter he had received in 
1905 fiom Isaac J Gieenwood, gieat giandson of the first prominent 
American-boin dentist, with the lequest that I tiy to contact in New 
Yoik some of John Greenwood’s descendants and obtain, if possi- 
ble, “Gieenwood’s familj’^ letteis and other histone documents that 
aie of undoubted interest and value in connection with the eailj 
histoiy of Ameiican dentisti 5 '” It was not, however, until 1931 that 
I succeeded in doing this As a lesult of mj*^ contact with the late 
Joseph Rudd Gieenwood, his kindlj’^ inteiest and cooperation, new 
material, documental y in charactei, wiitten bj' John and his son, Isaac 
John Greenwood, was placed at my disposal 

This subject has alieady occupied many, and each has bi ought 
to it his contiibution of greatei or less value, some in the form of 
short articles, others devoting chapters to this period, but none a 
comprehensive work In treating this subject, howevei, numeious 
difficulties have presented themselves, not the least of which was the 
(almost) impossibility of obtaining any lehable information about the 
earliest of American dentists As to these, the details to be had were 
at best very meagei and the account of them extremely conflicting, 
therefore I was compelled to ignore all that had been wiitten, foi I 
soon learned that it was based not upon actual facts but hearsaj" evi- 
dence For that reason it was necessaij’' to begin at the beginning and 
rebuild the foundation The material heiem being based upon such 
documentaiy evidence therefore overcomes the great objection to oui 
present histoiical studies 

My fiist effoits, from 1922-1931, weie to leview the newspapeis of 
the period up to 1800, then the piivate papers, letters, diaiies, and 
account books of such men as Washington, Bun, Franklin, Paul Revere, 
and others, and the result of these examinations fullj"^ justified the time 
expended That a history of a piofession can be written from such 
souice mateiial is the answer 

It IS hoped that the book will prove of value not onlj to those 
inteiested in the histoij' of Ameiican medicine and dentistry, but also 
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to those interested in early Americana and Washingtoniana It should 
also have considerable use in the schools and libraries, medical, dental, 
and historical 

Although the manuscript was completed m Apiil, 1935, because of 
the economic situation, its publication had to be deferred In the mean- 
time I realized that the first part relating to ancient dentistry was totally 
inadequate and needed complete revision This now comprises the first 
volume, and permits the American phase to be contained in a separate 
volume It will be a mattei of great surprise to most readers that an 
entire volume devoted to the stoiy of dentistry during the Colonial 
Period IS lequired and that so much about oui early dental pioneers 
has remained unknown during all these yeais 

In gathering the material for this volume I have received the kindly 
aid of so many individuals and institutions that it is impossible to thank 
them all Examination of books, peiiodicals, newspapeis, and docu- 
ments has been made especially at the New York Academy of Medicine, 
Army Medical Library, New York Public Libiaiy, and The New-Yoik 
Histoiical Society I also desire to thank the staff’s of the following 
American Antiquarian Society of Worcestei, Mass , American Irish 
Historical Society, New York, American Philosophical Society, Phila- 
delphia, John Caitei Biown Library, Piovidence, R I , Colonial Wil- 
liamsbuig, Inc, Williamsburg, Va , Dutchess County Histoiical Society, 
Frick Art Reference Libraiy, Haivaid University, School of Dentistiy, 
Lexington Historical Society, Libiary of Congress, Long Island His- 
torical Society, Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Maryland Historical 
Society, Massachusetts Historical Society, The Pierpont Morgan Li- 
biary, Museum of the City of New York, New York Society Library, 
Newport Historical Society, Peabodj’^ Institute of the City of Baltimore, 
Rhode Island Histoiical Society, Pennsylvania Historical Society 
Librarjs Trinity School, New Yoik, Valentine Museum ol Richmond, 
Va , Viigmia Histoiical Society and Virginia State Lihraiy, Richmond 
Other institutions that have cooperated by sending copies of important 
documents aie Bishopsgate Institute of London, William L Clements 
Libiaiies of Ann Aiboi and Bay City, Michigan, Guildhall Library of 
London, London Hospital Medical College, Museum of Fine Arts, 
Boston, Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts, Public Record Office of 
London and the Royal College of Suigeons of London 

I am also indebted to the late Dis Fielding H Garrison, John C 
Fitzpatiick, Edvaid C Kirk, and to Mi Victoi H Paltsits, formerly m 
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chaige of the manusciipts of the New Yoik Public Library, for their 
invaluable help and suggestions 

Again I must expiess my sinceie gratitude to Di Archibald Malloch 
and Miss Geitiude Annan of the New Yoik Academy of Medicine 
Thanks aie also extended to Di Maxwell A Hecklei for his aid in 
leviewmg the original manuscript and for the time he spent going 
over this mateiial in gieat detail Without the invaluable help of my 
secietary, Miss Maiy Haimes, these ^olumes could not have been so 
thoroughly piepared 


Bernhard Wole Weinberger 
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HISTORY OF DENTISTRY IN AMERICA 


CHAPTER I 

THE FIRST ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF DENTISTRY IN 
AMERICA THE BARBER-SURGEON (1620-1734) 


T he early histoiy of dentistry in this country is difficult to trace, foi 
the dentist usually led a quiet, unassuming life, not being called 
upon, as weie the members of sistei professions, to take an active 
part in public affairs Outside of newspapei adveitisements, broadsides 
and occasionally an article in the “family” oi medical liteiature of the 
period, we seldom find their names mentioned There were many 
dentists of ability, however, who during a long life served their com- 
munity efficiently but failed to leave a record of their labor 

In this first period it seems that the only records we have are those 
of the barber-surgeons who were more closely allied to the medical than 
to the dental profession It was essential therefore for the men tiained 
m medicine to heat diseased conditions of the teeth and gums, clean, 
fill and extract teeth, and occasional^ they even attempted to leplace 
with some sort of artificial substitute those which had ceased to be 
useful They were professedly dentists, collectively they weie known as 
members of the medical profession 

At that time and later, in isolated communities, communities so 
small that they were unable to support a dentist, there was usually some 
mdivdiual, such as a blacksmith oi even a schoolmastei, or druggist with 
more courage or ability than his neighbors, who endeaAoied to leIle^e 
sufferers of an aching tooth oi to suggest tieatment for the ills to which 
the teeth ai e sub] ect This does not, howevei , make tliem dentists 

The first advent of dentistry in Ameiica appeals to have been at 
Boston, m the year 1630 ^ The Plymouth Company, incorporated m 
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England in 1606 royal patent to Popham and Gorges, and reorganized 
under the name of Council for New England in 1622, was an association 
organized for the purpose of colonizing that section of America The 
people who composed this company were known as Separatists 

In 1630 the company (colony), by the agency of the Earl of War- 
wick and Sii Feidinando Gorges, obtained from the Council for New 
England its second patent “Pi eparations having been made in the early 
part of that j'^ear, a fleet of fourteen sail, with men, women and children, 
numbering fifteen hundred, arrived in Massachusetts Bay on the sixth 
of July” The company took caie to send along three barber-surgeons- 
Among these was Robert Morley, who was engaged to serve the colony 
for three years With him also appears to have come Lambert Wilson, 
a surgeon, who was sent for the same period of time He was instructed 
not only to cure the sick members of the colony, but in addition, such 
Indians as needed him The third was an unnamed apothecary 

The following is a copy of an agreement the Plymouth Company 
made with Robert Morley, which is self-explanatory ^ 

"Agreed with Robert Morley, servant to Dr Andrew Matthews, 
late barber surgeon, to serve the company in New England for three 
years, the first to have twenty nobles [one noble is a 6 s 8 d ], the 
second jear thirty, and the third year twenty marks [a mark is 
13 s 4 d ], to serve as a barber and surgeon on all occasions 
belonging to his calling to any of this company that are planters, or 
their sen ants, and for his chest and all in it, whereof he hath given 
an inientorj, if on the sight of it, it be approved five pounds is to be 
allowed and paid to him for it, the same to be forthwith paid ’’ 

Another account said 

“In 1630 the Plymouth Company sent from London to Boston 
a company of physicians, an apothecary, and three barber-surgeons 
Outside of the barbers there were medically educated gentlemen 
vho confined their practice to treating diseased conditions of the 
teeth and gums, correcting irregularities, cleaning and filling teeth, 
extracting and replacing xvith artificial substitutes ” 

The coming of these barber-surgeons was one of those epoch-making 
e^ents m historj’^ which are at once the fruit of the past, and the seed 
of the future 

A great many volumes of records have been examined, beginning 
vith 1620, when the Pilgrims first landed, but no reference to dental 
piacticc prior to 1630 can be found Of the three barber-surgeons sent 
to Boston, tlic name of one onlj^ William Dinly, is known His name 
appears as the three bundled and fortieth m the list of church members 
in 1635, among tlie fieemen on April 17, 1637, and in 1638 it seems he 
leased from a John Hood of Cambridge, some land located in Halsted 
County, Essex 
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Dinly seems to have been unfoitunate because of his religious belief 
as he eiiibiaced Wheelwright and Ann Hutchinson’s peculiai leligious 
notions Foi this he was disfi anchised and denounced as a heietic^ 

“As a preacher of heiesy he enjoyed singular advantages, he 
vas more than ordinary laborious to draw men to those sinful 
errors that were formerly so frequent, and now newly o^erthrown 
by the blessing of the Lord, upon the endeavor of his faithful ser\ants 
with the sword of truth, he having a fit opportunity, by reason of his 
trade, so soon as any were set down in his chair he would commonly 
be cutting off their hair and the truth together, notwithstanding 
some report better of the man, the example is for the li\ing, the dead 
IS judged by the Lord alone ” 

Duiing a violent storm m the winter of 1638, a Roxbury man, suffer- 
ing from toothache, sent for him to come and diaw the tooth He started 
on his mission of mercy, accompanied by a maid who brought the 
message, but both man and maid lost their way m the stoim and were 
found some days after, frozen and dead His misfortunes have preserved 
his name to posterity Madame Dinly shortly after gave birth to a son 
who was named, with homely patlios, Fathergone Dinly 



Fig 1 — A combination extracting forceps, lever or uebericurf and elevator A drawing 
of a similar forceps, part of the surgical case of the surgeon on the Mayfloicer 1620, 
since lost, appeared in the Dental Cosmos for 1891, p 501 (Author’s collection ) 

Before 1650, there were seven barber-surgeons in IMassachusetts, so 
one author claims, while another says there were only three, up to 
1692 ® In 1700, the population of Boston was about 7,000 but even a 
community of that size apparently failed to provide a fertile ground for 
the medical profession Giles Firmin, son of Giles Firmin of Sudbury, 
England, matriculated in the University of Cambridge in December, 
1629, and later came to New England and practiced as a ph 3 'sician until 
1644, when he letuined to England He knew “how to extract teeth, 
bleed, blister and sweat in a truly professional manner”, yet he com- 
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plained tliat he found physic but a “meene helpe” in the new land Many 
a poor salivated patient sacrificed his teeth to his doctor’s mercurial 
doses One such toothless sufferer, a carpenter, having little ready 
nionej", offered to pay in hay-iakes, which he made of green timber, so 
that after they were used for a few days in the hot sun the teeth all fell 
out — just as his did Thus he had revenge on the doctor Another tieat- 
ment tliat could scarcely have been popular with the patient was that 
mentioned by John Josselyn in his New England’s Rarities Discovered,'^ 
published in 1672 in London “Picking the gums with the bill of an 
osprej’^ IS good for the toothache, and scarifying the gums with a thorn 
from the back of a dog-fish will cure the toothache ” 

A Treatise on Choice Spaggrical Preparations, recommended “Oil 
of cloves, oiiganum, Purging Pills, and Rosin of Jalap, are good for the 
toothache 
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CHAPTER II 


THE ETHICS OF EARLY ADVERTISING 


B efore consideimg the subject of American dentistry, it might be 
of iiiteiest to digiess and present a picture of conditions in Wash- 
ington’s time Oui gieat cities of the Atlantic Seaboard were then, 
compaiatively speaking, hut villages New England was the great center 
of wealth, industiy and population In the Colonial period the mails 
were transported by post-riders twice a w'eek betw^een Boston and New' 
York, and New' Yoik and Philadelphia With the modern airplane, w'e 
now travel as far in a few' minutes as did oui ancestors in daj's There 
weie no railroads, telegraph}', electric lights, automobiles or radios, and 
the new'spapers for the most part were weekly publications 

The time lequiied to make the tup fioni New Yoik to Mount 
Vernon can best be judged from the schedule of Charles Thomson, Secre- 
tary of the Continental Congiess, w'hen he con^eyed to Washington the 
tidings of the great honor conferied upon him by his election to the 
presidency of the United States^ 

“Secretary Thomson left N Y Tuesday morning, April 7, 1789, 
and on the following Thursday e\ening he was in Philadelphia 
Friday morning he continued his journej He reached Baltimore 
Sunday evening Monday, April 13, he left Baltimore and armed 
at Mt Vernon at half past 12 o’clock Tuesdaj afternoon ’’ 

The journey thus took a w'eek w'hereas now' it can be made by train 
in about five hours 

The Atlas, a New York paper, as late as Sept 7, 1833, referred to 
the subject in an editorial paiagraph 

"Travelling — ^passengers w'ho leave Pliila in the morning now' 
arrive in this city in the afternoon, making the trip in betw'een 
eight and nine hours In 1775 a stage wdiich made the journey in 
two days was spoken of as an astonishing affair ’’ 

Lacking as they did the several means of rapid intercommunication 
which are in these modern times a necessity, and W'hich are to us mere 
commonplace features of life, new'spaper advertising had not per se 
become vulgarized m the same sense that it has undei modern conditions, 
and in the study of these old new'spaper advertisements one may easily 

5 
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distinguish by the internal evidence of the advertisement itself the self- 
respecting legitimate practitioner from the chailatan Not only was it 
customary and considered among oui piedecessois of eailier days good 
professional form to advertise, hut to give testimonials as well As an 
example, the eminent Edward Jenner, (1749-1823) discoverer of vacci- 
nation, did not hesitate, m 1803, to give to Dubois de Chemant, (1753-1824) 
a laudatory testimonial concerning the merits of his “patented mineral- 
paste teeth ” 

We have been inclined to look back upon the advertising methods, 
of these, our professional forefathers, with a certain degree of patron- 
izing supeiiority, but m that we do them an injustice, and do we not also 
discredit our historical judgment at the same time"? While quackeiy and 
the piofessional mountebank flourished then, as now, advertising by 
means of circulars and in the public press had not at that time been 
put under the ban of professional disapproval, indeed, m the earlier 
period of our national growth a reasonable and dignified use of printer’s 
ink would seem to have had a certain justification growing out of the 
social conditions of the times and the sparsely settled state of the 
country 

In judging the professional status of these pioneers we are in justice 
compelled to estimate their charactei m the light of the times in which 
they lived and in relation to the circumstances surrounding them It 
would be as manifestly unjust to measure their acts by our modern 
ethical standards, as it would be for us to condemn our first parents upon 
an indictment of immodesty because their ideas as to wearing apparel 
differed materially from our twentieth century standards of propiiety 
To those who interest themselves m the sudy of our professional history 
it IS a constant gratification that these men did advertise, for that custom 
furnished us one of the most available as well as important sources of 
infoimation pertaining to their professional work 

References 
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CHAPTER III 


DENTISTS AND DENTISTRY IN AMERICA DURING 
THE COLONIAL PERIOD (1734-1800) 

“All history becomes subjects e, in other words, 
there is properly no History, onlj Biography ” 

{Ralph Waldo Emerson, “On History”) 


1 The Physician as a Dentist 

In tiacing significant aspects of the practice of dentistry in the 
American Colonies, it is important to realize first the medical practice 
of the same period It is against this background that the practice of 
dentistry must he projected 

The colonial doctor laboied under the handicap of being relatively 
isolated from the scientific world of his day, but what he lost thereby 
he gained in courage and resourcefulness The vigor derived from the 
pioneer environment of Colonial America was an excellent basis for 
future advance, and with the birth of the Republic, medicine in America 
set out on its great adventure 

For the first one hundred years or more, much of the medical care 
in the colonies was supplied by the clergy They were, almost without 
exception, highly educated Many of them, before coming to America, 
had studied medicine on the other side, and they continued to act m 
the capacity of doctors down to the beginning of the last century ^ The 
doctor of the seventeenth century was either a physician, chirurgeon or 
barbel -chiiurgeon (later conti acted into surgeon), the designation of 
doctor did not come into use in America until about 1769 - 

It IS impoitant to note that like the early colonial practitioners of 
dentistij% medical men then did not confine themselves entiielj to their 
profession, but with it often combined some form of manual labor, or 
were pait owneis of a general store,^ that usually carried an assoitment 
of medicines, one such being that of William Beaumont (1785-1853) at 
Plattsbuig, New Yoik It is estimated, according to Thomas J Harris,^ 
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that at the opening of the Revolutionary War, there were but 3,500 
medical men in the colonies, not more than 400 of whom were graduates 
of medical schools 

In medicine, the methods of Galen rather than those of Hippocrates 
prevailed, and there was more art than science Theory ruled the day, 
and worse than all, theie were but few pioneers to doubt first and then 
to investigate They gave conclusions, not facts Consequently there 
were many corrupted streams of medical doctrine John Shrady 
remarks® 

“Physicians as a body talked learnedly but confusedly of Stahl, 
Hoffmann, Roerhaa’ie, and Cullen They prated about nature, 
rational soul, inert practice, plethora, and depraved humors, but bled 
invariably and without grudging Vivesection was the fashion of 
the day, its omission was a sin ” 

At that time there were no laboratories for chemical and physio- 
logical inquiry and no accessible collections of anatomical specimens 
Theiapy, rather than etiology, was the aim of all teaching The first 
medical diploma (an honorary title), awarded by a university in this 
country, was given by Yale to Dr Daniel Turner of London, in 1723® 
while the first medical school, the University of Pennsylvania, was not 
founded until 1765 

In medicine and in law, the preceptor system for training physicians 
and lawyers continued far into the nineteenth century, even after the 
medical colleges and law schools were well established To obtain a 
medical education, it was not necessary to attend a medical college, 
providing one was able to find a practicing physician willing to take one 
in as an apprentice All that was required was to “read medicine”, read- 
ing in those days was much like a hospital interneship of the present 
day, for it gave one clinical experience and contact with actual practice 
Up to 1820, the medical training had advanced only m method and had 
not changed much since the days of William Harvey (1578-1657) and the 
English Civil War It was necessary to study only anatomy, surgery and 
mateiia medica, chemistry, physiology and microscopy had no place 
m the medical student’s career In the late eighteenth and early nine- 
teenth centimes, Ameiican medical practice was deeply under the 
influence of the Euiopean school of drastic therapeutics Blood-letting, 
poulticing and the most powerful purges and emetics — calomel, ipecac, 
quinine and senna — these constituted the armamentarium of the medical 
practitioner of the daj''^ In the first hundred j^ears or more in the 
Colonies, there were few laws, if any, governing the practice of medicine, 
for it ^^as not until 1760 that the fiist medical examining board was 
organized The New York law was enacted because untrained practi- 
tioners weie flourishing Tlie preamble to the bill said® 
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“Whercns, many ignorant and unskillful persons, in Physic and 
Surgery, in older to gain subsistance, do take upon tliemsehes to 
administer Plij sic and practice Surgery in the City of New York, to 
the endangering of the h\es and limbs of their patients, and many 
poor and ignorant persons, \sho ha'ie been persuaded to become 
their patients, have been great suflerers, thereby ” 

Undoubtedly theie was aboundant opportunity for quacks to applj' 
their tiade befoie this law was enacted, to the misfortune and detriment 
of those whom they attended 

Di William Douglass, (1692-1752) who settled m 1718 in Boston, 
says m his Settlements in North America? regarding the practice of 
medicine in the colonies “In our plantations a practitioner bold, rash, 
impudent, a liar, basely horn and uneducated has much the advantages 
of an honest, modest gentleman In general, the phj^sical practice m our 
Colonies is so perniciously bad that excepting m surgery and some acute 
cases it IS better to let nature take her course than to trust to the honesty 
and sagacity of the practitioner Our American practitioneis are so rash 
and officious that the saying of the Apocrypha may with propriety be 
applied to him ‘he that sinneth before his Maker let him fall into the 
hands of the physician ’ When I first arrived in New England, I asked 
a noted and facetious piactitionei what was their general method of 
treatment He told me it was uniformly bleeding, blistering, purging, 
anodynes, etc If the illness continued, there was repetendi and finally 
murderandi ” We have often admired the courage of our ancestors, but 
in the light of this we scarcely have given them credit enough for the 
way they bore their suffering 

That the public sometimes rebelled against this method of severe 
treatment, is clearly demonstrated by the following excerpts taken from 
the lawyer’s charge to the Jury in the case of Benjamin Rush, (1745-1813) 
and found in The Rush-Light, No 3, March 15, 1800 It was reported 
by a Lieut John Rush, and entitled Rush & His Supporters 

“And, if no speech, and no writing is to be made use of, vhich 
can be fairly construed to mean that a physician (Benjamin Rush) has 
killed his patient by his remedies, then I say, that all controversy 
about modes of cure must from henceforth cease, for, it is absoluteli 
impossible to speak with disapprobation of a physician’s practice, 
without making use of such words, as will, directly or indirectly, 
imply, that he has killed his patients with his remedies Doctor 
Bnckell, for instance, in remonstrating against the treatment of 
General Washington by Doctors Craik and Dick, has these vords 
‘Thus, we see, by their own statement, that they drew from a man 
in the sixty-ninth year of his age, the enormous quantity of eightv- 
two ounces, or above two quarts and an half of blood in about 
thirteen hours Very few of the most robust joung men in the 
world could survive such a loss of blood, but the body of an aged 
person, must be so exhausted, and all his powers so weakened bj it 
as to make his death speedy and inevitable Here the effect followed 
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the cause precisely, the physicians soon observed the powers of life 
jnelding, a loss of speech, and that he expired with out a struggle’ 

The excessive bleeding had left him no strength to struggle”’ 

“Now, Gentlemen, follow the rule laid down by the law, take 
all Doctor Brickell’s words together, and you will, at once, percene, 
that he charges these physicians with killing General 'Washington 
■\Mth their remedies He tells them, that the blood they took from 
their patient rendered his death inevitable, he says that their bleeding 
^^as the cause of his death, and that the excessive bleeding left him 
no strength to struggle with — But, are these not truths’ And shall 
this, or any other man, be prevented from speaking and publishing 
these salutar5' truths’ Shall he be harrassed and prosecuted, shall 
he be muzzled, gagged, or fined to his ruin, because he has had 
publick spirit enough to promulgate truths so necessary to the 
preser\ation of e^en the lives of the people,” 

In the hght of this condition, what could one expect of those who 
followed the calling of a “dentist”'^ Up to about 1766 the doctois and 
chirurgeons practiced what dentistr}’^ there was Their work consisted 
mainly in the treatment of toothache and extraction With the gradual 
an l^al of Euiopean dentists, surgeon-dentists and operators for the 
teeth, equipped with the latest ideas then pievalent in Europe, more 
attention began to be paid and greater caie given to the teeth by these 
new ai rivals Apparently the way of entry into this countiy for these 
men ^^as thiough the West Indies, especially through the Island of 
Jamaica It is there that a more thorough study of dental histoiy should 
he made We aie inclined to believe that it would give us more knowl- 
edge and a better appioach to the understanding of this period 

Because of the quackeiy which even then was prevalent, except for 
the Jew genuine dentists, they were not as a rule looked upon with gieat 
fa^ol Theiefore, the phj^sician was entrusted to do most of the dental 
woik What success the legular phj^sician had, can be gathered from 
the following entiies in various account hooks 

Undei date of Octobei 25th, 1724, Judge Samuel Sewall, in his intei- 
lea\ed almanac, wiote’" “Towaids night sent foi Di Bo3dston, he came 
and pulled out a stump of Tooth for Wife She being still all night full 
of pain, I went to Boston & the Di came and pulled out the next Tooth ” 
This VMS Zabdiel Bojdston, the celebrated doctoi wdio introduced inoccu- 
lation against smallpox into Ameiica and xvho, visiting England the 
following xeai, was made a Fellow’^ of the Royal Societj-^ 

iHanj of these plnsicians included m then advei tisements such 
statements as “pioficient in pulling out teeth and putting in artihcial 
ones,” one of these being a Di Tomb,” w’ho stated that he wms educated 
in the Univcrsihi of Edinburgh, and had “piacticed Phjsics, Suigciy and 
Midwifei\ in Ireland,” but ga^e no qualification foi dentistij" Such men 
we shall not include in tins siiixex 
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Windham B Blanton, in Ins Medicine in Virginia in the Eighteenth 
Centiiig iccoids llie following inteiesling enliies bj' pliysicidiis’" “Di 
Millan, a piaclicing phjsician al Falinoulh, Vngnna, was lecoinmended 
by William Allason to Ins sistei-in-ldw, Susannah Hooe, in 1772 

“ ‘I think the soonei a ou con’d conic it might add the more to 
^Oln o^^n cist, liv getting Doctoi iM Millin, i skillful hind it driwing 
teeth, to leheie jou fioiii that gieat pun, ^^h^ch aou hive long 
liboiiicd imdci, liA tiking from loii those tint are dcfcctne’” 



Fig 2 — Tjpc of trai cling dental kil used bi the Colonial itinerant medical and dental 
practitioner Late eighteenth ccnturi (Courtes> of the Army Hledical Mifieum, 

Washington ) 
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The fee book of Di Robert Walker of Peleisburg, Va , contains 
frequent mention of toolli-pulbng and a “loolb-diawcr” was a common 
aiticle in the doctois’ inven tones of Ibis pcnod^- 


“Jan 

“Feb 

23, 

3, 

1787 

Had the toothache violently 

^ly face swelled \\ith sore tooth and gum boil 

“Mar 

9, 

1791 

Heard that Gins Portei died jesterdij — his death 
^\as caused by diassing a tooth vhich turned 
to a mortification 

“Jan 

1, 

1794 

I had the toothache last night Molenlly in one of 
mj fore teeth 

“Aug 

27, 

1797 

Walked to C Tajlor’s — he drew a tooth for me, 
it was the farthest in my jav and some bone 
came with the tooth 

“Aug 

1, 

1798 

I went to C Taylor’s, got him to draw the roots 
of tw'o of my jaav teeth, one of them hard to 
extract 

“May 

10, 

1799 

I svent to C Tajlor’s — he drew the onlj' remains 
of four of mj' upper fore teeth, w’hich makes 
mj' mouth aery sore ’’ 


The entry of March 9, 1791, relating to a death as a result of drawing 
a tooth, forcibly brings to oui attention the extreme danger of this 
procedure as it was then piacticed It is little wonder, with the unhy- 
gienic surroundings, mstiuments and methods emploj’ed, that fatality 
lesulted Among the “Diseases and Casualties this week” as found in a 
Bill of Mortality of London, foi the week of August 15 to 22, 1665, there 
aie lecorded 5,568 deaths, of which 4,237 weie fiom the plague Fever 
took 348, spotted fever another 1,661, consumption 12b, and the next 
highest cause given was for the teeth. 111 

Among the Papers of Cadwallader Golden (1688-1776) m the New 
York Historical Society, there are man}-^ interesting observations recorded 
that relate to the condition of the teeth as found m the early inhabitants 
of this country “As to the reason of the children of the people from 
Europe (not the native Indians) loosing their teeth so commonly, I 
attribute it entirely to the Scuivy of which scarce one family m this 
countrj’’ IS free ” (v 4 p 261) 

Again “He is of a pale complexion, has bad teeth and often tioubled 
vuth the toothach but as this is endemeal to the countr}" so that not one 
in hundred of those born have good teeth or aie free from toothach 
None besides this boy so far as I have known accompanied with such 
offensive breath ” (Oct 5, 1757) V 5 p 204 

Every physician found it essential to cairy in his saddle bag a 
special case containing a variety of extracting foiceps One type is 
shown in Fig 2 and another m Fig 3 The latter case is one that belonged 
to Dr Francis Percival who practiced for more than twenty years, at the 
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time of the Revolutionaiy Wai in Someis, Conn The most popular 
instiument in use at that time was the turn-key general^ called the 
“Garengeot key,” though fiist desciibed h}' Etienne Bourdet in 1757^^ 
(See also Fig 138, V I) and hj' the English and Geimans called the 
“French key” and m Fiance the “English key” 



Fig 3 — Extracting instrument case carried by pli} sicians during the Colonial period 
Pelican B Lever C Turn he) D Forceps (Courtesy of the School of Dental 
and Oral Surgery, Columbia University ) 


Philip Fithian, suffering with what was probabty an impacted 
wisdom tooth, related how he sought out a physician but received little 
relief^® “I rode aftei bieakfast to Di Thompson with the settled 
purpose of having my troublesome tooth drawn out but on examination 
he found it to be too fai back and too short to be extracted — more 
sorry I'” 

The exigencies of the times developed resourcefulness among la3- 
men William Byrd’s account of pulling his own tooth shows the inge- 
nuity of at least one Virginia gentleman^® 

“I had an impertinent Tooth in my upper Jaw, that had been 
loose for some time, and made me chew vith great Caution Par- 
ticularly I con’d not grind a Biscuit but with much deliberation and 
presence of mind Tooth-Drawers we had none amongst us, nor any 
of the Instruments they make use of Howei er. Ini ention supplj ’d 
this want very happily, and I contriv’d to get rid of this troublesome 
Companion bj' cutting a Caper I caused a Twine to be fasten’d round 
the Root of my tooth, about a Fathom in Length, and then ti ’d the 
other End to the Snag of a Log that lay upon the Ground, in such a 
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i\Iannei tint I could just stand upright Hnnug adjusted my String 
in this Mannei, I bent nn Knees enough to emhlc me to spring 
Mgoioush oil the Giound, as peijiendicularlv as I cou’d The force 
of the Leap drew out the Tooth with so much case that I felt nothing 
of it, noi should ha\c belies ’d it was come iwav, unless I had seen 
it dangling at the End of the Stung This new was of Tooth- 
drassing being so silcntls and delibci atcls perform’d, both surprised 
and delighted all that sscic present ” 

Accoiding to Samuel Mordecai, m Richmond in the late eighteenth 
centuiy “one Tooth-diasvei, who piohahly ncvei lieaid the word dentist, 
did all the woik and all the mischief m the dental line He goes on to 
desciibe this unique peison 

“Peter Hass'kins wms a tall, raw-boned, s'crs black negro, who 
rode a raw-boned, black horse, for his practice was too extensise to 
be managed on foot, and he carried all his instruments, consisting 
of tss'O or three pullikins, in his pocket His dextcrits w as such, 
that he has been knossn to be stopped in the street bs one of his 
distressed brethren (for he was of the church), and to relies c him 
of the offending tooth, gratuitously, w'lthout dismounting from his 
horse His strength of wrist was such, that he would almost 
infallibh" extract, or break a tooth, xvhether the right or wrong one 
I speak from sad expeiiencc, for he extracted two for me, a sound 
and an aching one, with one wrench of his instrument 

“On Sundass he mounted the pulpit instead of black barc-bones, 
and as a preacher he drew the fangs of Satan xsith his spiritual 
pullikins 

“Peter’s surgical, but not his clerical mantle, fell on his son, 
wdio depletes the veins and pockets of his patients, and when he has 
exhausted the latter, the former are respited ” 


2 Colonial Dental Practitioner 

We must begin this pai t of our history wuth a succession of names 
of individuals, foi so far little of this period has heretofoie been uncov- 
ered 01 recoided When Dexter,^® in 1876, compiled his history of Ameri- 
can dentisti}^ he lemarked 

“Prior to the war of 1775-83 there was, as far as can now be 
ascertained, onh one dentist, piacticing specialh as such, in this 
countrj, and he remained here only a short time Tins gentleman 
wms Mr Robert Woofendalc, whose temporary sojourn here has been 
already noticed in the introduction as fully as is now possible 

“In the -sear 1776, and for live jears thereafter, w^e ha^e no 
authentic account of any dentist in this countrj , so that the date 
1876, although representing the one hundredth jear of existence of 
the nation, cannot be said to be, stiictlj, the centennial of American 
dentistrj' 

“iMost accounts have gl^en, as the first dentists in America aftei 
1776, Mr Joseph Lemaire and one Whitelock, or Whitlock, but it 
appears from Watson’s ‘Annals of Philadelphia’ (lol i, p 179) that. 
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Fig 4 — Collection of dental operating instruments -with Mother of Pearl, i\orj and bone 
handles, as described in Vol I (Author’s collection ) 
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on Mr Leinaire’s first appearance in that city, in 1784, he found there 
a dentist (whether native or foreign is not stated) hy the name of 
Baker, ‘the first person ever known as a dentist in Philadelphia ’ 

This IS also all that is known today of this person When he first 
practiced in Philadelphia cannot be ascertained ” 

That brief statement lepresents about all the knowledge we have 
“of the ten opeiators upon the teeth piior to 1792 ” Until 1934 our den- 
tal literature continued to repeat these same statements, and little was 
added to what Dextei in 1876 had published In 1934 in New Yoik there 
was held the centennial of the establishment of the fiist dental society, 
The Society of Suigeon-Dentists of the Cit}' and State of New York, 
and for that occasion a biief account of our leseaich in dental history 
was printed That material was selected from that which we gathered 
for this chapter 

The list which is presented below does not include, hy any means, 
all the men who were here, but they are the names of many found in 
going through newspaper files and othei lecoids We aie convinced 
that theie were many moie men who practiced in this country during 
the period, but it seems haidly possible that the better known have 
escaped oui attention Of some, nothing except then names is known 
and in all probability little will ever be discovered, while others stand 
out in bold relief 

DATE OF 


PRACTICE 

NAME 

LOCATION 

TITLE 

1733 

Reading, James 

New York 

“Tooth-Drawer” 

1734-1735 

Mills, James 

New York 

“Tooth-Drawer” 

1738 

Whitebread, William 

Philadelphia 

Operator for the Teeth 

1755 

Baker, William 

Virginia 

Surgeon-Dentist 

1761“? 

Baker, John (M D ) 

Boston 

Surgeon-Dentist 

1766 

WoofFendale, Robeit 

New York 


Daniels, James 

New York 

Wig klaker and Operator 
for the Teeth 

1768 

Revere, Paul 

Boston 

Business of a Dentist 


Poree, Michael 

Philadelphia 

Surgeon-Dentist 


Hamilton [Thomas J “?] 

Boston 

Surgeon-Dentist 


“Philodontalkikos” 

Virginia 

“Great Dentist” 

1769 

Hemet, Jacob 

McBeth 

New York 
Philadelphia 

Operator for the Teeth 

1771 

Bartlett, Robert 

Salem, Mass 



Scott, Daniel 

Salem, Mass 

Dentist 

1772 

Hornby 

Virginia 

Surgeon-Dentist 

1773 

McGinnis, John 

Baltimore 

Surgeon-Dentist 


Gilbert, John H 

Baltimore 

Plwsician 

1774 

Labeaume, Joseph de 

South Carolina 

Surgeon-Dentist 


Spencer 

Boston 

Dentist 


Louis 

Salem, Mass 

Dentist 

1775 

Dubuke 

Boston 

Dentist and Oculist 

1776 

Butte, L (S. Co 

Philadelphia 

Surgeon-Dentist 


Fisher, Leonard 

New York 

Surgeon, Barber and 
Dentist 


Fendall, Benjamin 
Dusturge, Richard 

Baltimore 

Operator Upon the Teeth 


Durfoot (Dastuge) 

New York 

Surgeon-Dentist 

1777 

Battemp 

Baltimore 

Surgeon-Dentist 

1778 

Greenwood, Isaac, Sr 

Boston 

Dentist 

Gardette, James (M D ) 

Newport 

Surgeon-Dentist 

1779 

McKinzey, James 

New York 

Dentist 
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DATE or 
rnACTicr 

NAMr 

I OCATION 

TITLE 

1780 

Hunter, D 

New' Yoi k 



Lee 

Bi o\\ n 

Philadelphia 

Boston 

Surgeon and Dentist 


lemplcnnn, lohn 

Le Majcur, loan 

Picri c (M D ) 

New poi t 

Suigeon-Dentist 

1782 

New' York 

Dentist 

1783 

Grccna\ood, Isa ic, Ii 

Salem, Mass 

Dentist 


Clahcau 

Philadelphia 

Surgeon-Dentist 


riagg, Tosi ih, It 

Boston 

Sui gcon-Denlist 

178-1 

Biownc, 1 

New' Yoi k 

Surgeon-Dentist 


Cluiuhct g, Philip 

Spence, Andrew 

Philadelphia 

T ooth-Draw'cr and Barher 


Philadelphia 

Dentist 

1785 

Greenwood, lohn 

New' York 

Suigeon-Dentist 

1780 

Salsc, John 

Ruspini, Bai Iholoiticw, 

Tr. 

New' Yolk 

New York 

Sui gcon-Dentist 

1787 

ir 

Brenon 

New Yolk 



leantn 

Baltimore 

Dentist 

1789 

Greenwood, Clark 

New York 

Dentist 


Skinner, Bichai d 

Philadelphia 

Sill geon-Dentist 

1790 

Cort[lati]d 

Greenwood, William 

Salem, Mass 

Dentist and Operator for 


Pitt 

Morril, James 

Ballimoi e 

the Teeth 

Physician and Surgeon 

1791 

Bassett, Isaac 

Baltimore 

Dentist 


Molan, James 

Philadelphia 

Surgeon-Dentist and Bleeder 


Perra, Louis 

Philadelphi i 

Surgeon-Dentist 

1792 

Rajinond, P 

Baltimore 

Dentiste and Oculiste 

1793 

Liher 

Philadelphia 

Chirurgien Dentiste 


Whitlock or Whitclock, 
C E 

Annapolis 

Dentist 


Gilliams, Lewis 

Philadelphia 

Dentist 

1794 

Lc Breton 

Philadelphia 

Suigeon-Dentist 

1795 

Similier, George 

Philadelphia 

Surgeon-Dentist 


Lazarus, Philip (Larus) 

Philadelphia 

Dentist 

1796 

Bcssicres 

Charleston, S C 

Dentist 

Flagg, Samuel H 

Charleston, S C 

Dentist 


Tcssie 

Charleston, S C 

Surgeon-Dentist 


Bezier 

Baltimore 

Dentist 


Brufr, Thomas 

Baltimore 

Dentist 

1797 

Child 

New York 

Surgeon-Dentist 


Wesler, Godfrey 

Philadelphia 

Surgeon-Dentist and 

Bleeder 

Dentist 


WoolTendale, John 

New York 


Chauvet 

Philadelphia 

Surgeon-Dentist 

1798 

Du\ iver 

Philadelphia 

Surgeon 

1799 

Duhuisson 

Philadelphia 

Dentist 


The following may have practiced earlier, our record, however, shows as 


follow s 



1800 

Florence 

Virginia 


Baker, Edward 

Philadelphia 


Haller 

Philadelphia 


Hayden, Horace 

Baltimore 

1802 

Hudson, Edward 

Philadelphia 


Longhothom 

Baltimore 


Parson, T 

Boston 

1804 

Porter, J B 

Hartford 

1805 

Bradley, William 

Hartford 

1806 

Parkhurst, J and 



William 

New York 


Tellier, John L 

Baltimore 

1808 

Sanders 

Philadelphia 


Comyn, I J 

Baltimore 


Fay 

New York 
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During this period most of the newspapers earned advertisements 
of itinerant dentists especially, advising the public that only brief stays 
would he possible by these men “as they were being mgently called 
elsewheie” How these “floateis” wcie looked upon by the better class 
of dental piactitionei, can he judged fiom the following warning found 
at a later date in Benjamin James’ Treatise on the Management of the 
Teeth, published in Boston in 1814 

“The great impositions, ■\%liicli liaae been practiced by some, ^^bo 
call themselves dentists, render it neccssarj, tbit c\ery one, who 
\alues his teeth, should he able to distinguish the impostoi from him, 

\\ho understands his business 

“Most people may bt decened at the lime of an operation, though 
woeful experience in a few months unfolds the deception The im- 
postor IS sought for to make reparation, or to recede merited punish- 
ment, but the bird has flown, he is gone to practise his tricks and 
deceptions among those, who know' not his character, until prudence 
drives him into another seclusion from rc\cnge, into another ‘shoal of 
gudgeons ’ 

“In all occupations, it is safer to emploa those only, whose perma- 
nent residence enables us, at all times, to call them to account for neg- 
ligence or deception The itineiant dentist ought, therefore, ne\er to 
be trusted ” 

Dentistiy languished in this countiy until about 1760 when Dr 
John Baker ai rived from Europe by waj' of Jamaica The only known 
practitioners piior to that date were William Baker, an unknowm surgeon 
dentist, and the tooth-draxvers, James Mills, James Reading and William 
Whitebread The New York Weekly Journal beginning wuth Jan 6, 1735, 
contains a much quoted new's announcement that w'as continued every 
now and then up to Novembei 10, 1735 iMuch confusion exists as to the 
Jan 6, 1735 date, ownng to the change in the calendai Though the issue 
bears the date of Jan 6, 1734, and the seiial number LXI, the previous 
issue, numbei LX Avas printed on Dec 30, 1734, theiefore the announce- 
ment (Fig 5) did not actually appear until the j'eai 1735 


* Teeth dravn, and old broken Stumps tajtte 
out very f«fely and wirtt mawh Etfe by )ame« 

Mlilc, who WHS InArufted m that Art by thelfte 
J*mci Reidt ng deceafM, fb fum’d for drawing of 
Teeth, he ii to be fpokc with it hU Shop in the 
Houfe of the J>ecc4red, near the old SIlpM^fhet, 

Fig 5 — First newspaper announcement in America of a tooth drawer James Mills 
New York Weekly Journal, Januarj 6, 1735 

From it w'e learn that James Reading, “so famed for drawing of 
teeth” must have been one of the first to follow' this specialized branch 
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of dcntislij in tins connli\ Upon Ins dcalli Ins Inotlici-ni-law, James 
Mills. 1 wnr-inaKci, con tinned the ait lie learned fioin Reading The 
latteTs ^Mfe Helene, ^\as a sistci of Tames Mills, both being children of 
Alexandei Mills a pciukc-makei of New Yoik-’ 


2o be Sold, by William Whitcbrcad, 

OPERATOR for tit TEETH, 

Now lomgin •n-eh S/irfi, oppofiic the rr? 

T he moft cfl'e£lual Cure for the Scurvey 

111 the Gurr' , wliith not oiilj Cures the ''cjrv.v m 
the G irrs, but mjktsthc Teeth aswhitc ascser, and Caul s 
the G-ms to grow up to the Tcit'i a^-ui, bv on!^ taking 
1 Tea ‘i^oorfiil in tlie Mornii g, and r^b jour Teeth well, 
thin Walk )0 r Mo itli with fair W ator 

Pr cc One blullii g the Qot Ic 

Ftp 6 — VTiIInm Wlulclircnct, in llic American JTcc/ly iMcrciir}, Pliilndclphia, June 29, 
1738 — Deccnilier 9, 1742, Julj 11, 1745 

It ^\as m the Philadelphia American Weekly Mercury for June 29, 
1738 that William Whitehi cad’s fust announcement appeals As seen 
in Figuic 6, Whitehiead designates himself as an Operator {or the 
Teeth This ^^ould indicate he had foimeily Ined in England In it 
he offeis a mouth \\ash that is “the most elfectual Cuie foi the Scurvey 
m the Gums, etc” 

Those who practiced the exti action of teeth m England were a 
specialized gioup, known during the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries 
as tooth-drawers, then during the next centuiy as Kindhart Sometime 
during the seventeenth centurj^ they began to call themselves Operators 
for the Teeth One finds these Operators defined in the dictionaries of 
that period as “one skilled in drawing teeth ” Being specialists they had 
no general interest in dentistry, a few, however, did carve teeth and 
make dentures of ivory or bone 

The English Operator for that reason must not be confused with 
the French Operateur pour les dents, who were the dental practitioners 
of the period Likewise they were not the professional mountebanks who 
presented themselves as tooth-pullers, where the extraction of an aching 
tooth was incidentally an incentive for the sale of some tooth preparation 
or some fake cure 

Reading, Mills and Whitebread, our first so-called dentists in the 
Colonies, cannot for that reason be considered as being any more than 
tooth-drawers, and we must wait until John Baker’s arrival to recoid 
the earliest dental practitioner 
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Whilebicafi’t. ad\ci lisoment ai)i)caie(i iii (ho aho\c-menlione(l ncws- 
papei Ihioughoul the ycais 1741 and 1712, and as late as 1745 In (he 
July 15, 1742 numhei we hud he ninscd to (ho “Si^n of the King’s Arms 
in Second Slicct o^cl ag.iinsi the Paisonagc House, wlicie good Attend- 
ance IS kept foi IMan and lloisc” 'J he lalci ads ci liscinents fail to slate 
that he was an Opcralot foi (he Tcclli which makes us iiclicvc that his 
piimaiy inlciesl svas in the sale of his cuic-all moiilh svasli 

Fiom Washington’s account hook we Icain of a William Baker, a 
Siiigcon-Dentisl, s\ho ticatcd the hist picsidciit on Nos 20, 1755, making 
a charge of £14 9 0 foi some dental scisice This amount Washington 
paid as a hat hill, a method he used of squaimg Bakei’s hill against 
him (See Chaptei XVI ) 

In the Pennsyluania Journal and Wcekhi Advertner of May 20, 
1762, theie appeared a paid notice by “Nurse Tucker” ssdiich is tj'pical 
of the type of dentifiice*ads'ei lisement of that daj 

“Likessise, a Toolh-Pos\der for Whitening (he Teeth and presers- 
ing them from the Scuns, and Pomatums Ans person, bs "ipplying 
to the said Nurse Tucker, the first Time thev tnse the Toothache, 
shall be perfectly cured ” 

It wall be noticed that the announcement of Mills, and the one next 
to be consideied, differ mateiially in the seisuce offeied to the public 
Mills meiely claimed pioficiency m extinction of teeth, ssdiereas the 
others noss"^ announce then capacity as a dentist, surgeon-dentist or 
operator for the teeth, both m its opeiative and prosthetic field 

The gentlemen of leisure of the olden time ss^ould Iias^e Ins morning 
shas'^e, the brushing up and fresh iioss'^deimg of his ssng, and his teeth 
polished, at the same time and m the same shop Of this we have 
evidence from an advertisement m the New York Mercury for Julj" 21, 
1766, which reads “James Daniel, xvig-makei and Han Diesser,” also 
“Opeiator foi the Teeth, a Business so absolutely necessary in this City 
The more progressive of these public valets advanced still faither along 
dental lines when circumstances encouraged them to do so, especially 
as beautifieis of the person and purveyors to personal comfort, adding 
tooth-drawing and replacing of lost teeth All this was, however, outside 
of their legitimate calling, and onl}'^ acceptable to the community when 
nothing better was obtainable 

Though Daniel states he “has practiced these operations [see Fig 7] 
in London, under Marsh, the Surgeon Dantist, [sic ] a Man so eminent m 
this Profession” he is honest when he continues “and hopes by this 
useful Branch of Business, to get more in the Public’s Esteem, which is 
all his Ambition ” 
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James Danid, 

Wig-Maker and Hair-Drcllor, 

H as rct»o»ctl «o\Sill ftrftt,lnthe Ili'ifc uf Mii>. Cimniin^i, 
nci! Ooorto Mcllrt Wjlier *nd Sm'icl 1 , "rukci 

>11 l.ind»ofWft, >nd drtfllf I nJirianJ Gcntlcm iitlGitiiiLc 
g'nlte!ca Marncr, >nJ at the tmven RaUi Alfo 

Operator for the Teeth, 

I A Bufincfi fo abfolutfijr nciwfTaiy m ihi* Citt, pretwi 'rr the 
VurfT inihc Cutis, which of en timeioC(*afjon tlu looh Ar i , 
•n^kir^ tbrn white vMihmit |•re'u<iuctrt the Teeth, anJ t«rtcn«rTg 
them that are loofc, A.C A« fiJd Daniel bis praTifcd ihcfc Op 
T~i!ont in London, under Marih, the Surgeon Djn i(>, a Man Cj 
cmintniintlm I'rof iTioni hopelto meet with Entourj^cmeut ir xn 
1 the l^dicJ, and Gtntlcnen, and o hen of this L»i\ , and niUn 
' no I)t jlt, fjihaspicafe tomakc Trial will bnd iu)lSaiistidi>n 
Me returns hit mo'^ finccre Thanks to the Public, for the 
' r»\i ufi confer d hrtn iTrce hit Amralin this Cut , ard In piily 
this uf-tul Btardh of Bunn fij togetmorc in tlic Publu t LCtefi, 
which It all his /tmb tion 

<K><><><><MHMMK><><><>00<> 

.nnUECo rartnerfluaof 1 HA-VlX, BROOMF, and 


Tip 7 — Jninrs Dnnicl Operator for the Troth A'< ir 1 orA. Morciiry, JuU 21-IVo>cmber 

13, 1766 


One can see fioni (Ins a(h ci liscmenl llial al that time the Operator 
for the Teeth \\as 1ml a nicic adjuntl to a business pioposilion Daniel 
continued to adNcilisc lluoiu>h the icmaindci of the yeai 1766 (New 
York 'Weekly Jniirnat, Nox 13,1766) 


3 John Baker, M D and Robert Wooffendale 

There has ahvajs been an unceitainly as to who actually was the 
fiist qualified dentist to piaclice in this countiy, John Baker, or Robert 
Wooffendale We know the exact time of the lattei’s arrival fiom 
England, which was on Oct 30, 1766, and soon after his ariival his first 
advertisement appeared in the New York Weekly Journal of Nov 13, 
1766, and was lepeated in the New York Mercury for Nov 17 

John Baker’s first notice, announcing his intended departure in 
twenty days from Boston, did not appear in print until Jan 22, 1767 in 
the Boston Evening Post and Massachusetts Gazette and Boston News 
Letter, followed by a new senes beginning on April 23 that he would 
“depart” in ten days (See Fig 29 ) 

Upon Baker’s arrival in New York April 28, he mentions the fact 
that “he has given sufficient pi oof of liis superior judgment in this 
art , also to upward of two thousand persons in the town of Boston ” 
Thus it IS certain that Baker was in Boston some time prior to this 
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announcement, and theiefoie did aiiive in Ameiica and began his 
practice at an eailiei date than AVootTendale This will he consideied 
in Chaptei IV when i elating John Bakei’s activities in this countrj^ 

John Baker, 

Surgeou De.'i.ft, 

B EGSLc^vcto r'ike tluc Method of inftrrrtT- 
the Public, That he Pn'l leaxe tins i’l tec in 
Iwcnt) Days at fanheft— Tint thofe \ ho arc on 
pofed toTppI) to him may not be dilippointcd 
He alio begs lease to exprefs his Gratirude f j~ 
the Fisours he has received \ hi!c in UrJinj , md 
hopes tint thofe who doubted of the Salety of hi-. 

Art, fro n I's Novelty in this CoOntry, arc now con- 
vinced of Its Safety and Ufefulpefs 

Until he leaves this Town he continees at Mr 
jejh ta Drcckett'i in Schoo* Street , where he will 
be read / to contribute to the utinoh of his Power to 
fen-e the Pnblick In his Profefljon 

Hib Dentifrice, with proper Dirciflions for 
picivrving the Teeth &. Gums, will be to Ivc had ac 
Mrs £uJ}tj\, near the Town Houfc, after he has 
left the Town N B Each Pot is fealed with hiSj 
' Coat of Anns is in the Margin of thc'Dirciflions,? 

' to oriv«jit Fraud 

Fig 8 — ^John Baker, M D Surgeon Dentist Inforiiiiiig the public of Boston that he 
intended to leave for New York Boston Evening Post, Januarj 22 and Februarj 2 
Massachusetts Gazette and Boston News Letter, Januarj 29 and 30, 1767 

Robeit Woffendale (as he liist spelled his name) continued in 
practice m Ne\v Yoik until Maich 25, 1768, when he leturned to England, 
theie he remained until Julj’^ 1793, returning again to New York to 
lesume his activities 


Robert W bffcnSale, 1 

S URGFON DEN TIST, Ij'rl) arriTcd fronvl oiu'oii, (who 
wavinflrudlcd b) rhoims Bcrjmorc, Efq Opciitor for the 
Teeth to Ins iirefciit Briianick Mvjtflv'' l)t(,v Leave to inform 
I the rublic, th It lie pcriorms all Operitiont upon the ricth, 

I Gums, Sockets, viul I’xiatc I itewilc lues ariifui il Tccthfo 
as to efcape Di'lernnu it, anti without I’aiii, or the ieifl 
incoinenicnec ^ | 

N' B Maj be fpo' e wi’h at Ins I otlpmrs, John La- ! 

boj tcaui, at the Golden I'all, betssiit the IITnI irkel and the j 
New Dutch Church, Irom the Hours of uirc in the Morning i 
to fix in the F\ citing n, „?■*-***' 


Pig 9 — Robert Woffendale’s first announcement New York Journal or General 
Advertiser, November 13 and 27, 1766, Februarj 12, 1767 
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Upon BalvCi's dcpailuic fiom Boslon in Apiil of 1768, Paul Revere 
called allcnlion lo the fad lhal he would conlinue Ihc woik of Ins pie- 
decessoi and picccploi 


Whkreas many Perfons are fo 

unfortunate as tolofe their Fore-Teeth by Accident, and 
otherways, to their fjrcarDetiuncntj not only in Looks, 
hut fpeakinp both in Public and Private —This is to in- 
fonn all fuch, th a they may have th'm replaced with 
a-dificialOn«,tliat looks a'weli as thcNatural,& anfwers 
the End of Speaking lo all Intents, by PAUL REFEREt 
Goldlinith, nett the Head of Dr CZnrre a Wliart, Bejitn 
All Perfons who have had falftTeeth fi;ttbyMr 
John Bthr, Su^geon-Dcntift, and they have got Uofefai 
they will HI Time) may h«ve them faftened by thea^ve, 
vho leanit the Method of fixing them from Mr Baler 

TrinteSby 

Fig 10 — First nniiounccmcnt of Paul Revere tli it lie vioiild continue the services of 
John Baker Boston IN'eirs Letter, August 23, Boston Gazette & Country Journal, 

August 25 and 29, 1768 


Of the men ^\ho sland out as definite peisonalities, a moie detailed 
histoi) will he piesented, which will be found in subsequent chapters 
Their names aie meiely included at this time so that they might appear 
in chronological order 

From this point on, we are able to piesent somewhat of a more 
complete story of the progiess m dentistij' in America 

The first to be consideied is Michael Poree, who appaiently began 
his practice in this countiy in Philadelphia In the August 25, 1768 issue 
of the Pennsylvania Gazette we find his first announcement as an 
Operator for the Teeth, from Pans He then resided at Jacob Barrad’s 
Taylor “in Chestnut Street between Second and Thud” Later he was 
at “Mr Francis Murphy’s in Spruce Street ” In the New York Journal 
and General Advertiser for Dec 8, 1768, we find him advertising in New 
York, where he continued to remain until the summer of 1771 For 
SIX months he returned to his Philadelphia practice, arriving in New 
York m January of 1772 In August of 1773 he was in Boston, and from 
June 1774 to 1781 in Philadelphia, with an occasional visit to Baltimore 
and other places Poree’s first New York notice on Dec 8, 1768, is repro- 
duced in Fig 11 
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MICHAEL P O R E E, 
SURGEON dentist, 

I N ordtr to remedy the various Com- 

pUiriU, incict^nui ti the l^elh itio Gems, ta»<ei ihir Mf 
inod to inform thi Crninr and f'ubhc in jencr>), that he mtk^i 
and natural Teeth and artificial onet frtm a Tingle 1 trih to « 
wuile Ser, to appear v^eil, and be ai tify and ufe ul rea) Teeth 
Likewifc cleint f eeth ann /'rawt Stump* In ikc cin&H aid bef 
Manner He f'eils a Tp atiov cleatiiDgi^nd pteirifin, 
the Tec»h tnrf Gum! , likcwiie cuics t)ie Sru ay has a Pot*fn 
i*hicn it fpcell n lot cu ng a 1 Difordert in the Mouth, eta-ica inj* 1 
erery Degree of he S urty in the Cimi, prclcirngtlc J ecih 
from dcca ipr anr rcr» c»»r g the n hrautifofj white >ni* Ton d 

A D ^ l C E to the PUBLIC 

TbcNuniO'f ot i a icnti n tyr ui Jer D^^or t C*«re, in 

PbihiflpbUf p»ev b s h t vifiting the different Harli of Ac* fc W 
rttricof to ffrrc lime, Se hat given to me i me general Med cm » 
lor the flcn t) of ihof» whole fufinera or Ciicuinflancei w*U not 
*] w thfirl to go to he D £lor li particjiar, an Apozeii that 
n mft i»‘ 1 in all D ^jteM nl Intermt lant, to the fe ti n, Q^4 a , | 

Q^ot dian Fever* , a Hoti,/n for erroving ah O^i tudli m f ir r ' 

V ^c<fj >1 0 Wnmh, which by pur lying the Rlu d re r»> thr 
t^Ouie Mail I nnd and intire 1 iktw fe a W a er hat ha> i 

ncTtr fa I d in eve y Pifo dcf of the 11)11, where manual Ope a 
non II iiot rt^u ed The ab c Medtcmei aie to be had of ri e 
A/ tAjf//** re, a A/j y C rnr^j// i, behind the Oid Crr^ //j / 
w th fuM Di cdti nj t<f u(in»t them 

N 8 A il f h'*lc fllicl d with ( o lun pli»e D »'»i er , ( • 'buiw 
or canccrou! Oife 'ca Mine Ora*fl, Rticumal fm» i*r* 

out Sof i of t^t‘ G a fuch at p ^agcr C nagif, iCia ‘Ca 

Ccnipl inl3, dec iS. ^ rray (u ider Gop) b del vered ip 

plyrg to the Dj£1 i hunleU at Mr Fran(t$ Muryibj t iti 
Phthdttfbi^ 


Fig 11 — Michael Force’s announcemenl that he makes and fits natural and artificial 
teeth ISetc York Journal and General Advertiser^ December 8, 1768, A'eit? York Gasette^ 

December 12, 1768 


This was again lepeated in the New Yoik Gazette of Dec 12 He 
then resided at Mis Coinwall’s, behind the Old Citj*^ Hall, where he 
practiced until the fall of 1769 Attention has been called to James’ 
warning of the itmeiant dentist of Uiose daj^s, but it seems that Poiee 
was among the fiist to issue a warning in this country against the “many 
erroneous opeiatois for the teeth, who believe, and frankl}’^ confess the 
operation to be dangerous, yet dare to undeitake it” “The exoibitant 
prices thereof Vill siifficientl}’^ evince to the public that all such operators 
are, in a word, worse than pick-pockets or thieves ” 

In the advei tisement (New York Gazette, Dec 11, 1769), he en- 
deavors to piesent a lay lecture on the impoitance of the teeth and their 
care, advising especially “to keep them as clean as a j'oung child’s,” 
meaning undoubted!}" an infant’s, for otheiwise decay of the teeth will 
result The remaining poition is one of self adoration and praise 
Appaiently Poree must have realized this, for his other announcements 
are shorter and more dignified (Fig 12 ) 



cor ONiAL pi:irioi) 


25 


r 


f 


I 

i 


Three I’ount*! Rcttirtl 

"T E E T H. 

T HEUE art n»njr erroneous opeti ori for the teeth, 
who believe, and frinhiy enafefs the operation to 
be uanperoui, jet dare to undertake it, particular!) to 
fallen the teeth that t>c loofe, to fill up the deca) d 
oner, and prevent them from aching any more, and to 
polilh the fame, and make them ctjuil to the found ones 
in flrength, fervice, andfifht -Rut the dailv, andjull 
exclamations of Ihofe laetca and pcntlcmen that have 
had the misfottune to fulTcr the m >11 excruciiting pains 
tinder fueh operatorr, and the exorbitant prices thereof, 
will fulEciently evince to the public, that all fuch ope- 
rators .re, in a vverd worfe than I icic pociccti or thieves! 
bora perfon had much better loofe a little money, or an 
handkerchief, than their teeth at any time , becaufethc 
former will not do, and fupply the many unfpealcabic 
tifea and femcet of the latter) for many of thole opera- 
tors have, by their operations, fpoilcd the whole ^et of 
teeth Teeth are not of that fmall importance that 
many misgine, the right eye or the right hand, is not of 
(reater importance nor of more value to many than their 
teeth The lo's of the teeth may be, and are grevioofly 
lamented by thole that hare loR any, particularly for 
the following ufes they were of, and for which ufes 
they were intended by the maker of them, namely, to 
produce the elTence of food to the palate, to receive and 
to remit at fnndry times the air which is the pendulum 
of 11*^6, by which we move, which muftworic regularly, 
otherwife we arc difordefed, and ficknefs enfues , which 
IS often the cafe when there is a gap m the teeth, be- 
eaufe thexir goes in and eones out *oo fall, which dif- 
ordersthe Romach The left of teeth alfo are by none 
more mifi'd than by orators, and all public fpeakers and 
fingers, for without the teeth we cannot fpcak articu- 
lately The teeth likcwife greatly beautify the lower 
part of the face, m keeping the checka and lips In their 
proper pofition , and ott times ladies in particular, are 
afraid and alham’d to fpeak and laugh in public, for fear 
of fhewinp their defefls in their teeth, and fpeech i 
Tbefe truths none will gam fay Since then from what 
la above mentioned, it is evident, that it la abfululcly 
neceffary for ua to have the number of teeth Which was 
given to ua, which generally confiRi of 31, and to keep | 
them as clean as a young child a, oihcrwifc they difordcr 
the Romach by the hlih and fcales contraQcd, and often 
caufea a (linking breath, and the tooth ache , and the 
fame will, in that cafe, foon decay and be of none effeS, 
Touching the whole of this operation, to prove that J do 
not want to impofe on the public, I will not diicflly 
recommend myfelf, but refer thofe that are in wanr of 
an operator, to thofe that have honour'd me not only by 
employing roe, but with their rbanka and praifea for the 
great benafit they receive from my operatiDni, and the 
nitny hanoarabic mouths I have bad the feonout to put 
ID order, tn fupplying all defcQa touching the teeth,^ 
snake a fufficient number to make me known to any 
lady or gentleman here, that Hand in need of an operator, 
wilhout pinieularly pointing out any of |hemj and 
tberefote lhall only add tny due thanks to thofe Isdict 
and gentlemen that have thus honoured me, and my 

MICHAEL POREE, 

~ la BfMdftrcct, ntat tkt Egcliugst 


Matt, and pitaoof abode. 


Fig 12 — One of the earliest infoTinative discussions of the dental art of this period 
Michael Force IVeio York Gazette, Deceniher 11, 1769 
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Poree announces his letiirn to Philadelphia on June 3, 1771, in the 
following mannei 

“Michael Poiee, Suigeon Dentist, Just armed from Ne^^-Yo^k, 

Takes this method of infoiniing the gentiy and public in general, that 
he makes and fits artificial teeth, from a single one to a whole set, to 
appear as well and be as easy and useful as real teeth He likewise 
cleans teeth, remoa es all deforniitj in them, and draws stumps in the 
easiest and best manner He sells a composition foi cleaning and pre- 
serMng the teeth and gums, likewise, a lotion, ■s\hich is a specific in 
all disorders of the mouth, eradicating e\ery degree of the scur\y, pre- 
serving the teeth from decajing, and rendeiing them beautiful, white 
and sound He doubts not of giving satisfaction to all vvdio chose to 
apply to him in Spruce stieet, betvv’een Second and Third streets, 
where thev' wall find a sign with his name ov er the door, on vvdiich is 
delineated his profession in the plainest terms 

NB The great encoui agenient he has met with in New'-'iork, 
determines him to fix himself in America, and proposes in future to 
divide the year between that citv' and Philadelphia, if he meets with 
the same approbation” (Peiina Chiomcle, no 229, p 75, June 3, 

1771, Penna Gazette (Pliila ), no 2215, June 6, 1771 ) 

Apparently he met xvith success, for he lemained in Philadelphia 
until the end of the yeai On Oct 8, 1772, (New York Weekly Journal), 
he states he is once nioie in New Yoik, “opposite the Bowlmg-Gieen”, 
and “has an infalible Remedy foi the Tooth-Ache ” “Likewise makes 
Artificial Teeth at seveial Puces, viz one Pound, seventeen Shillings, and 
twelve Shillings per Tooth ” One is led to assume that the differences 
m these puces weie for eithei natural oi vaiious tjpes of animal teeth 

Accoidmg to both the Boston Evening Post, August 8, and the 
Massachusetts Spy, August 5, 1773, Poiee visited Boston “The said 
opeiatoi has practiced for five years in New York, with great Success 
and IS now come to Boston bj" the Intel cession of some w^ortlij^ Gentlemen 
of this cit}"^ His stay wall be shoit heie but he intends to leturn once 
a Yeai if he meets with Encoui agement ” No further lecoid has been 
located as to othei Boston visits, so it is doubtful that he received the 
encoui agement he desired 

Poiee returned to New Yoik, where he continued to piactice until 
June of the following j'^ear, when, accoidmg to the Pennsylvania Journal, 
June 8 and Pennsylvania Gazette, June 15, 1774 we again find h im in 
Philadelphia “Said Operator has piacticed six years m the city of 
New’^ Yoik with great success, and hopes to give equal satisfaction heie ” 
There he must have found success, for our last record of him is dated 
July 8, 1781, (Pennsylvania Gazette), thus coveimg a period of some 
thirteen yeais 

Sometime dm mg the yeai 1768 theie ai lived, this time from London, 
a Mr Hamilton, wJio stiangel}^ piofessed to be both a “Surgeon Dentist 
and Opeiator for the Teeth” For some unknown reason, none of his 
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THE MOST VIOLENT 

; T O O T'H A C H, 

' Cured in n few Minute* without Druwin^ 

' - (No C U R E No P A Y) 

a TINCTURE which gives iinme- 
fJD diate eafe in the Tooth Ach, and cure* 
diforders w hatercr in the moutli or gum*, 
^nd in a few da} * uling will fnften the teeth 
if ever fo loofe, and with a little continu* 
•nee will prefe«fHjrjcul-e the feunry in the 
gaini It likewrife preferve* the teeth from 
Irottini^ keeping fuch as are decayed from 
[ietdming worfe, and takes off all dllameo ^ 
ahle fmells from the breath, and canin « '' 
large difihaige of all Icorbutieal huinoura 
lodged in the gnmi, which ddhfby the teeth,' i 
By *ppl}:ing this tinAurc oniwanlly, it will 
Ijentirely remove all kinds of fwelliagi lathe 
^eek or pun in the' ear, and is an ablblute_ < 
^mrr'fhr the Head* Aeh if ever fd Violent" 
arid llkewife cutes the moil violent rhen* . 

pains in any part. of the’bodr. ''; 
iTblsTCiuable tfn&ureu prepared and fold_^^ 
!$a bottles at One D O L A R each with:p«r>'< ^ 
lUealar dirs^ons for ufingit;at.}^ BuA 
liqiki, the comet of Wall-Street near . the, 
'trrtfre-hbufe New-York, by >lr. HAMIL-'^ 
|TON,,Snrceoh Dentiff and^Opetati^for , 
ithe' Teeth, ironi Looadon, whn eleisw md » 
^antiSes the Teeth,, and diiplae^^all fu> ' 
^rfluQUt Teeth s^ Stomps with the mat- ' 
'eikeare and fafety^ud makes and letr In dr- , 
tfScial Tecthp^froin pnt iin^ Tooth, , ’ 
whole" JH fo niee^ a manner diat' they 1 ' 
fcannoth-^Umngni^d'froranatnral ; therc-*"'^ 
[fore thbie Ladle* andf Geitflemen Vhe havfr , 
had the misfortiine of looting their iNtli, 
hkvendw anappoitunity of having natural 
or attifi^xeitltput in with dilpat^ Ifc-’j ’ 
tecy, 'and in. fnch‘a manner ak to be of teal ^ 
)«fr,^cmiraent and ftrvice for m^i^ yeari,,i' 
without gtvingthcle^ pain to the paquent,^^% 
jw^ich IS too often the cafe. , owing, to tha.,' 
^want of judj;ement in the Operatoi^ ' ' ' . 

]t' N.* B Aiti^cial Tee A pul 'in 
jpO L'A'KRJS a Tdothi,’yuia tlje^dbr a£^*>5j 
itod with tli’e’Toilh-Ach cured metis, 'ever I 


((dming fromliight^tg Ten. 


Pig. 13 — Tjpical tincture advertisement as used b) Hnniilton from 1768 until as late 

as 1792 



28 


HISTORY OF DENTISTRY IN AMERICA 


numerous and lengthy advertisements mention his given name In his 
notice of August 16, 1800, in whicli he mentions Hoi ace H Hayden, 
Hamilton gives his addiess in East-Sheet, between the assembly room 
and North Gay Street, which coriesponds to a record of a Thomas J 
Hamilton whose address was the same Up to about 1799 Hamilton con- 
tinues to use the plain “Mr” before his name, thereafter he takes to 
himself the title of “Di ” 

Hamilton’s port of entry must have been Boston, for there we find 
him on Septembei 12, 1768, (Massachusetts Centinel), recommending his 
famous "Tincture" for “the most violent TOOTH-ACH Cured in a few 
minutes, without Drawing (No Cure-No Pay) ” A like advertisement 
with but a change m his residence and the addition of a footnote was 
used repeatedlj^ even as late as Septembei, 1792 (Fig 13) 

From Boston, Hamilton went to Philadelphia, wheie we find him 
in Februaiy (Pennsylvania Chronicle 27th) and Maich {Pennsylvania 
Journal, 16th, 1769) On June 22, the New York Chronicle, and the 
29th, the New York Weekly Journal leported that he was in New York 
at “Mis Buskirk’s the corner of Wall Sheet near the Coffee House” 
Here he stated “Artificial teeth put in at Two Dollars a Tooth, and 
the Poor afflicted with Tooth-Ache cuied giatis, eveij”^ Morning from 
Eight to Ten ” Thus he seems to have staited a free seivice for indigent 
individuals Even at that early date the professional man endeavored 
to aid the unfortunate with unpaid services, a custom which has con- 
tinued down to the present time From Jul} 13 to 27, (Pennsylvania 
Gazette), we find him again in Philadelphia, while on August 14 the 
Boston Gazette earned his legulai announcement He had then turned 
his attention to cure “the Scurvj^ m the Blood” as well as dental 
disorders 

While practicing dentistry Hamilton, m 1769, turned his attention 
to curing “the Scurvy in the Blood” as well as “coughs, colds, asthma, 
pains m the side and spleen, spitting of blood, ulcers of the lungs,” and 
a long vaiiet}'^ of othei illnesses too numeious to mention, by a “balsi- 
mme tincture” of his, a tj'^pical charlatan ad^ertlsenlent of the day 
(Fig 14) 

We find no further record of him until September 13, 1792, when 
the Pennsylvania Gazette again repeats the customary tincture adver- 
tisement 

In 1799, Doctoi Hamilton changes his style of advertisement to 

read 

The Teeth Dr Hamilton, Respectful^" informs the Ladies and 
Gentlemen of Philadelphia and its MClnlt^, that he cleans and re- 
mo^es the tartar from the Teeth so efFcctuallj, as to restore them to 
their natl^e vhiteness, without the least injurj to the enamel 
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' .M B All niRitl tf vclleli arc lorblil ts harbour, or catr*-^ 
hm off I 

For cnnBg the S C U JR. V Y in tKe fjlood, Ac. ^ 

A S tVt frnrrjr and ttthlo|; in the blood ii a diftmpo^HOfy^ 
comaroa thta an^ oOier difordtr, and tionen itteniTed 
fata] canfe^acneat from a deTj^alr of hndini relief i TMH 
II therefore lo infonn the public, that theta hat fa'clljr been difo 
catered a balfimie tiafiart, the airtaei of tthlch' are fo 
t^t It aiadieatei all fcorbuttc difoiderl in the blood, bt the cti| 
atar fo had or obAioatc, ai it dtaafei tha had/ of all fpotc, 
blocchat, piiaplei or itchiaia in the blood FtCf ared aad fold bv 
Mr HAMILTON, at Mrt Hoefe’i. next door to the 
an Qoicn, in Foarth*Arect, t*htladcl/lrit, In bottlci, ji a^^ 
each] and, by hii ay/otattneat, at Mr, JOSEPH SOa 
LOMAN't, in KtB(.Arcet, near the Court hobfe, Lai^'; 
eafter It it a perfaft bilfan, and peat peOoral, kaaria^' 
drytnt acd prefartiaf from potr^aOiog; Jn it ate all the tirtaai 
of the oararai balfaia, and the pea eft £e«fcxtatl«i powaejhtf 
can be found many medieiiae, it lapiod farcarlag moit ulcan^ 
athtthei inwwd or outward, it la excellent for cooghi, cojit^' 
ahhmai, ptiaiin the fide, and fpleeo, fplttiog of blood, aketa 
of the lanp, pal 6 ei, coatalfieni, Arumak, or king’a ctil, coa« 

Camptioflt, dre betag mwardly^akctt, and outwardly ap/ued } 4 
ftreafthena, rtfiAi malignity and poifoh, i» good agaioft thy 
plagac,,all forti af peAiIeatial and malignant feten, a> mcaflcl^ 
fmdl fix, fpotted fettrt, At Tha mtdtane 11 deditaiid tar 
the lubgi, andjtatn Are, todry up their fuperBuoui humidi&tl^ 

It correfij the Aarpaefi of acid Auldi, abelci 

and fweeteni the blood and nerrose julrci ‘ 

The dcAm&ion which ia dtttyexptrleaced b^ woma, cfc^ 
sltlh u the bafiei < 1 iIUixa,/tndcr tny csicdiciik, which anlj 
cradKate them, af peyt xalae. The learned !>r. BoerhaaTC, laiA 
eha fguadaOaB of aaany difouicre do be ewingbo ihi/e deAto&rf j 
naiaulf, aajwat feaSblc, cauldaay popcrantlclnuntluchedif^i 
^arared, that waald deiray the femina or feed, foanany pcoptn 
"nmuM not laboor under agaea, MBfoaopbOM, pIuttiBea, 
aela, hcad>aehi, and aaany athar diibrdcra, of which they Mtha 
CrA fMiodetioa j Mr RAMftTOB A aa beta do happy', 
epplicatiaa, ae to And oat a fafe and fate Tcmiifdte for tba aUefi 
extirpation of them, both in old and young people, by pargutg 
atr all Dime and putnd matter in the flnau^ add bowela, Tbi^ 
thafe dcTouiiBi animab exiS in the body, cfery Aage af oor lirei^ 
and coaAitutlenl of both fexca, equally contribute to prere j 
cannot poCbly be otherwife, for on AnfteXaminatioo it appeart,,. 
that the very food which fuAaini ui, contalai tn it a potn£ 
matter, which li found to be the bed and norfery of them Thq^ 
noble mcdiane 11 now oAirred by Mr Hamiltok, for the good, 
of mankind, and prtfemtion of children , in paeketi Tbreti^ 

Sbilltogi and Kiae-pence each, conuining A dofec for grown o^i 
people, and 34 for children, with proper dirediont for uAng {[, 

Fig 14 — Hamilton’s Scurvy adi crtisemenl used so genenllj bj earlj dental practition 
ers Pennsylvania Gazette, Julj 13, 1769 
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His treatment of mipaiied teeth, with the propci application of 
his Electuaiy peifectly pie\ents their fiitiir decay 

The use of his Electuaiy, aftei the Teeth being properly cleaned, 
preients calcerious depositions on them — Being an efficacious anti- 
scorbutic, it cffectudllj dissipates and iemo\es all scorbutic humours 
and inflammations in the Gums, it coirects the disagreeable smell pro- 
duced from unsound Teeth b> occasioning a sweet breath 

Doctor Hamilton also makes and fives Aitificial Teeth, either 
with gold oi siher pisots, or with ligatuies, in such manner as to 
anssver the conveniences and purposes of the natural, svhether in fit- 
ness, coloiii, articulation oi mastication He likesvise transplants 
Teeth, promotes Dentition, and perfoiins all operations the Gums and 
Teeth in any state may requiie 

The general satisfaction he has hithei to given, flatters him avith 
the hopes of meriting the appiobation of those who may^ honor him 
wuth their commands 

The next yeai we find him m Baltunoie, xvhere he remained at 
least a yeai , aftei that yve again lose sight of him This would indicate 
a piactice in this countiy of at least thiity-thiee years 

The adveitiseinent, (Baltimore Telegiaphe, August 16, 1800), is 
extiemely iiiipoitant, as it bungs into the pictuie Hoi ace H Hayden 
(1769-1844), who w'as latei destined to play such an important part 
in the eyolutionaiy changes in Ameiican dentistij’^ Incidentially it 
gives us oui first clue as to the date of Hoi ace Hayden’s arrival in 
Baltimoie wdiich has eiioneously been given as 1804 

"THE TEETH 

“DR HAMILTON with sentiments of gratitude, acknowdedges the 
hbeial encouragement he has experienced from the ladies and gentle- 
men of Baltimore and its Mcinity, in his professional line as a Den- 
tist Actuated only' bv a wash to excel, or at least to please in his 
useful ait, he hopes to merit the continuance of their faeois and the 
custom of those who may need his assistance 

“Too often has it been a subject of complaint (and not wuthout 
just cause) that operations on the teeth and gums have been treated 
by many yyithoiit delicacy oi tenderness, and yvith so much harshness, 
as to discourage many fi oin seeking necessary relief m the most orna- 
mental and useful part of the human system 

“From the yarious and fieqiient applications yvhich he has re- 
ceived, many of yyhich not being able to attend to, he has employed 
as an assistant Mi HAYDEN, whose experience as a Dentist, in the 
northern states, particularly in the capital cities and towns in the state 
of Neyy'-York, ensured him great success 

“Dr H can now assure the public, that the most assiduous atten- 
tion shall be paid to eyery application in his line, parti culailv opera- 
tions on the teeth and gums, shall be treated yyith eyery mark of deli- 
cacy and tenderness 
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“Nnliinl niul iitiflciil leetli set in the ncalesl nnnner, -williout 
the opci ilions of txlncling old sliinip}. oi gning pain, on the most 
rensomhle ttinis— he ilso clems nnd icstoies teeth to their mtne 
whiteness, without the use of icids, oi the knst injiny to the eminel, 
oiitlcs ind plninhs ckfectnc teeth, so ns to pic\ent fnthei tlccn^ , 
renioees the hlnckness if e\ci so long conti noted, and the tnrtar 
which gencinlh intlnnics the gums nnd pioMs destructnc to the 
‘nheolnr processes,’ nnd finnlly causes the teeth to hecome loose nnd 
drop out 

“In nil opot dions which he ni iv pci form on the teeth nnd gums, 
he engnges to gne satisfaction oi no pnj will be requiicd — Adsice 
guen gratis on the teeth nnd gums 

“He has foi sale, powdeis, opiates, mtiscorhutic tinctures, and 
proper brushes for the teoth nnd gums — also a cosmetic wdiich will 
infalliblj rcnio\c ringwoims, pimples, blotches and tetters on the 
face, neck and arms 

“A line 01 mess igc addi cssod to him at his residence in East- 
street, between the issemhh room md North Gas -street, will rcceise 
due attention 

“The citizens of rdl’s Point, from whom Di H has rcccned a 
sery considerable share of attention and practice, shall he w'aited 
upon, on directing a line as abo\e, at then own houses, at anj time 
thej mas appoint ” 

In the Virginia Gazelle of TIunsday, February 18, 1768, appeared 
the following unique ads'ei tisement, pioliably tlie most glaring of all 
the quack announcements The suggestion foi extracting sound, healthy 
teeth IS ceitainly inleiesting 

“The subscriber, late from Constantinople, begs leas’e to inform 
the public, that for the sole benefit of his countrymen he has made 
himself acquainted ssith the celebrated method of extracting sound 
teeth, as practiced ss’ith unis'ersal success, by Mustapah Ben Achmet, 
great Dentist to the Grand Signior, on ssdiose certificate the subscriber 
offers his sersuce 

“That esers man has the seeds of the tooth ach in his composi- 
tion, wdiicli tho’ latent for a xvhile, xvill in the end, certainly 
discoAer themsehes, and increase to their appointed maturity, is a 
position no one can question That the teeth are the nidus of these 
seeds, is also unquestionable It follows from hence, that extracting 
the sound teeth is laying the hand to the root of this disorder, and 
crushing the seed in embryo L^ery improvement in this art may 
be considered as an expedient suggested by the Du me Disposer of 
all Things, to guard against disaster, therefor to neglect it, if not to 
contemn his mercy, is surely to disregard his admonition How' 
dreadful a disorder the tooth ach is, how uncertain in its attacks 
and excruciating in its effects, can be unknowm to few', w'hicli makes 
him expect that this method of removing the danger by precaution, 
will be universally embraced Should this relentless malady ln^ade 
an epicuie in times of feasting, fine Lady dressed for a birth night, 
should its sudden attack pillage the beauty of a triumphant fair at a 
ball, or should it seize upon a bridegroom on his nuptial night, how 
terrible were the consequences' Think of this, O ye people, and 
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have your teeth forthwith extracted' The suhscnher flatters himself 
that he shall infuse a ^ ery sensible pleasure into ei ery virtuous breast, 
on publishing this celebrated and transcendently useful method, 
imparting the benefits of a happy discovery, and giving that blessing 
^vhich eAeryone feels on being relieied from apprehension This 
method is worthy uniAersal approbation, not only as it exempts us 
from pain, but as it i.m 11 ha^e the most beneficial influence on Society 
It will effectually pre^ent biting, grinning, snarling, and showing the 
teeth, which operate now too much to the injury and disturbance of 
public happiness And as in the present dangerous times of invasion, 
our liberties and rights are likely to suffer Mtal injury from the 
silence of those who ought to proclaim them to the world, it is hoped 
that when by this method, they are prevented from keeping their 
tongues within their teeth, the public oratory wull break forth to 
preserve our libeities and maintain our rights 

“The subscriber alreadj participates in the joy that wall fill 
eiery parent’s heart when he informs the public, that he has brought 
with him a large quantity of pills and draughts prepared by the 
hand of the Great iMustapha Ren Achmet himself, wdiich, taken either 
bj the mother during pregnancy, or by the nurse, or by the infant, 
w'lll suffocate the teeth in enibjro, and thus prevent all those direful 
concomitants of teething, wdiich often tear the sw'eet offspring from 
that bosom wdiich had doted on its charms 

“The subscriber assures the public, that he draws not teeth in 
common method, but without the least imaginable pain or incon- 
venience, and is confident that eiery parent wull experience such 
benefits in his family from submitting his children to this operation 
as fore^er after to applaud himself for pursuing the remonstrances 
of duty, uninfluenc’d bv the persuasions of affection He wull 
trouble the public no longer than to inform them, that he will attend 
ei ery day at the Sandedrinhouse solely for their good, to draw^ teeth 
at 5 S a tooth 

From the publics most humble ser^ ant, 

Philodontalkikos 

Sive Semocritus minor 

Sl^ e Empiticus secundus ” 

Of Jacob Hemet [1727-1790], oui next practitionei, learn that 
he follow^ed his fathei, Petei Hemet “Opeiatoi for the Teeth” for 
Geoige I and Geoige II in London, in the same occupation, under the 
Loid Chamheilain He continued in the same capacity to Her Majesty 
and the Pimcess Amelia, and ad^ert^ses Ins Pearl Dentifrice, 1768, in 
the London Chronicle In 1769 xve find him in New York, and on Janu- 
ary 3, 1770, {Pennsylvania Journal), in Philadelphia During the years 
1772 and 1773 he practiced in Boston as stated m the Boston Gazette, 
July 19, 1772, Massachusetts Spy, January 7, 1773, and Boston Evening 
Post, April 3, 1773 
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II IS impossible to slate lusl bow long Hemet lemaiiied in tins 
comitiv foi be letnined to England wbeie be died on August 22, 1790, 
age 63 


Anotbei “Suigeon Dentist fiom London” A\as iMi (latei Dr) 
Hornb^ Befoie leacbmg Ibis couiiti\, be, like Bakei, fust piacticed 
111 “Gieat Biilam, lieland, Holland, Geimanv, and tbe West-India Is- 
lands” Tbougb 111 Ills ad\ ei tisemcnts be claims to have been in “most 
Tonmis on Ibis coiitment” (see Eig 16) oiii fust lecoid is bis visit to 
Williamsbuig on August 20, 1772 (Virginia Gazelle) He appaiently 
vas in Noifolk piioi to tins notice as be “i etui ns tbanks to the public, 
and to tbe gentn of Noifolk m paiticulai, foi the favors he leceived” 
His caid (Fig 15) is typical of those of bis day 

WILLlAMSBURCf 20j 1772 

M r. HORNBY, Surgeon Dentift, from 

1 tnifct, retumj Thanki to the rubhek, ind to the Gentry of 
Utrfi k in particular, for the Favourt he received during lui Ihort Stay 
theie He perfornu all Operations on the Teeth and Gums, extraOa 
decayed Teeth and Stumps, fcalet and cleans Teeth, and entirelj eradi- 
ca ei the Scurvy , he tranfplants artificial Teeth, fo neat as not to be 
difcoveied, and to perform all their FunOions The general Approbation 
he has met with, from all Ranks of People, in moft large Towns on the 

Contincn , will fuftitienily recommend him He alfo cures all 

SANABLE DISEASLS. A CERTAIN DISORDER cured, with 

the gieateft Defpatcli and Secieiy SCALING and CLEANING 

at filteeii bh lUngt each Perfon ADVlCt and MEDICINE, to 

tlie POOR, {'*111 

A D His Stay here will be but fliort 


Fig 15 — Mr Hornby in Willnmsburg, Virginia Gazelle, August 20, 1772 


His practice seems to have been confined for the most part to 
Virginia and South Carolina, Beaufort District, wheie apparently he 
was the fiist to piactice dentistry in that state From there he traveled 
to Baltimoie, and his adverisement in tbe Maryland Journal Sz Balli- 
more Adverliser (August 1, 1786) is most interesting, for he gives 
“advice and assistance to the poor without a fee,” and even goes a step 
furthei “All those,” he says “who have been under the Doctor may 
have any further assistance gratis ” 

How far back the giving of free consultations bj" dentists goes, one 
thus sees, and why the general public continues to expect such services 
from our profession 

Our last record is his appearance in New York in December, 1786 
(Daily Adverliser, December 15 ) His scale of prices seems to have 
advanced, for in Virginia he charged for “scaling and cleaning” but 
fifteen shillings each person Now the amount is five dollars Also he 
has graduated (Fig 16) fiom a plain “Mr” to “Dr” 
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157:110 r^by; 

P ERFORMS all Operauons on j 

and Guiiii , extraftr decayed / 

Stumps ; fcales and deans Teetlv ard-^Jv^/'*' 
tirely eradicates tlieSCXlRVY, 
nant Complaint wiuCh makes th? gyms 
fpimgy, foft, and,ium£fv, filled > 

Fhlydtearwluch gradually befcome fo miny «>■ 
Ulcers, the teeth become olack Will corodei '' 
and at length fail our togtth^fWjrhth^^lFd^j 
di becotttnig<Janbus,and wU diifoltate.T}^ 
^eath ofluch People muft be highly aSen-^ 
five to thcmfdvcs, and every one'aboutV 
them, and if not alfified, the Virus''muft. ^ 
from thence be cnayfported to every part of. , 

the body , Cnee the aliment, wrnafticatioo ! 

hnd deglutition muft^ptitakq ofjche ul^er- ^ 
aung matter, Jt is demonll^tiydy' tplmn, T 
that the nutrition becomes poifonMjthercr ' 
fore that almoft every Individual nwft'i^and. ' 
in need of this Operauon, is coo obvKm 
to mention. d^, 

SCALiN^G and cleaning each 
dollars, , “iJ 

•- 'TRAljlSPLANTS natural,, niakcrindiiies.^ 
artificial tech, fo neat as nor to be difeover- 
l_ed, and to perform all tfaeu funfflatisV*-^ Cx 


dollars eacti. ' i 

THE antin^riTutie beautify ingP^irlDstf- J 

tiifice at one dollar rhebox, \yhich ;he has^ 
found to anfv.er Kis moll fangume etpefia- 
tions, by rubbing the TectlFAMth a fitje on 
the end of the finger, then^clednfcjs'ith'ka-!' 
ter. To be ufed tu ice a week,-' 

Extracting teeth and flumps at one dd-l 
lareach.' ‘ ^ ^ 

N. B All thofe w ho have oeen undtv the 
doiflpr ma) have any further alLllanceGRA- 
TIS 

Advice and alfiflance to the poor without 
a FFF 

THF general approbation he has met 
with from all lanks of people in Grcat-Bri-‘ 
nan. Ireland, Holland, Germany, the Vfefl-_ 
India inaiidt, and moftTowns on this Conti- 
nent, for near twenty years, \\ ill fufficient- 
ly l•ccom^ellded him. * 

THE a'ltifcorbuiic and beautify ing Den^ 
trifice to be had in mod large towns m A-, 
mcrica,/ and by \\ hohfale at the do6ot’s,[j 
Beaufort diilri^^. South-Carohna , 

N B, The DoLlor'’s Medical Eledridif, 
apparatus as ufual Hcmay beconfultnrf 
at N. 66, Cheny-ftrest 


Fig 16 — “Mr ” Hornbj non becomes “Dr ” Hornbj Neio York Datlj Advertiser, 

December 15, 1786 


On Octobei 3, 1773, in the Maryland Gazette, a Di John M’ Ginnis, 
Suigeon Dentist, announced that he might he “consulted in all disorders 
of the teeth, glims, sockets, ulcers, cancers, fungus, fistulas, suppurations 
and inflammations in the gums also the teeth, jaw, head, etc” On 
Decemhei 5, 1774, {Maryland Journal), he had “moved to his apartment 
at Capt White’s Tohacconist in Gay Street” and “pioposes cleaning the 
teeth at thiee dollais, and fixing aitificial at twenty-five shillings a 
tooth ” This advertisement appeared in several succeeding issues of 
the same piihlication, including Fehiuary 27, 1775 

In the meantime he was in “Talhot, Dorchester, Somerset and 
Wister Counties in Mai j land and expected to again visit those places 
during June oi July of 1775 In the inteival he was in Philadelphia 
on Apiil 26, (Pennsylvania Gazette), and “intended to visit Carlisle 
on May" 1st, spend a week at Y^oik-town, and a week at Lancaster” He 
returned to Baltimore vheie records show advertisements m the Mary- 
land Journal, on January" 2, 30 and Fehiuaiy 20, 1776 
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In the il/rtssf/r/jns(’//s Gazette foi Tamian 27, 1771, “Di Spencer, 
a denlisl. lesiding on Icinjjle SI, Boslon,” aniiouiued Tcclli cxliacled 
aflei an easici inclliod than Inlhcilo piacliced”, wliilc ni Salem, Massa- 
cluisells a Di Louis A\as jnaclicing llic same piofcssion-- 

Thc fii si 1 ccoi d of Daniel Scot! is lo be found in the Boston Evening 
Post foi i\Ia> 2 1 774, allliougli he began bis denial piaclice some j^eais 
piioi lo Ibal dale vScoll ^\as one of Ibosc piaclilioneis a\1io we ha%e 
pieMoiisly staled combined his denial piaclice with a commeicial 
enleipiise, m Ibis case ^\Ilb a “Medicine Stoie” al “The Sign of the 
Leopaid” Soulh End, Boston The ad\eilisement leads 

“1 ikcs tins iiKlhod of i(-lurniiig his Ih inks to the Gcnlleinen nnci 
Lndies ^\ho In\c done him the honour lo cmploj' him as Ihcir Den- 
tist, nnd he iiresimiLs he Ins gnen them sntisfsclion, so he ^\ould 
inform them md ill the other peisons ^\ho ln\e Ind the Jlisfoitune 
lo lose their 1 eclh lint he still continues Uie Business of m ikmg 
artificnl Teeth ns usinl, in so elegant a manner as to he hut little 
inferior to the nalui al either in use oi Beaul\ as some hundred of 
Persons ^\ho liaie cspeiicnced them can testify Where also an^ 

Person afflicted s\ilh p iinful Stumps or unsound Teeth may ha%e them 
renio\ed ^Mlh peculiar Dc\tcrily and Ease And all Persons ^\ho 
ln\e the Scu^^^ in the Teeth which thiealens their rcnio\al though 
sound nn^ liaie them cleansed without hurling the enamel or in the 
leisl degicc imp iiring them and maj be supplied with his Denlrifice 
Conscrialor, wliieli is in excellent powdei, the best adapted for 
preseriing the Teeth and Gums and pieicnling them from Aching of 
an^ preparation e\er ofTcied to the Public It will cure the Scun^ 

111 the Gums bringing the Teeth to their original Whiteness and b^ a 
continuance of its use will piescric both Teeth and Gums in a pure 
state during Life 

It IS not pietended that it will perform impossibiliU , that it 
will make rotten Teeth sound or will ease them when they iiolenth 
aehe, but it x\ill prcserie those Teeth sound that are so and cause 
the Gums to adhere to them and preaent those that are decajed in 
part from becoming xvorse ” 

Daniel Scott, now a dentist, advertises in the Continental Journal 
of Boston, for the fiist half of the yeai 1777 He could be found at his 
“Medicine Store in Ann Street, the Sign of the Leopaid, near the 
Conduit ” He alludes to his experience of eight yeais and the satis- 
faction he has given to those wlio have employed him 

Joseph de Labeaume, a suigeon-dentist from Pans, “takes this 
method” on December 5, 1774, m the South Carolina Gazette, “to mform 
the Public that he has just arrived in Charleston to settle and follow' 
his business ” 

A Frenchman, Dr Dubuke, “London Occulist and Dentist” left 
Boston, according to the New York Constitutional Gazette of October 
18, 1775, and “begs leave to infoim the Public, m general, that he 
practices Physick and Suigery” He also “w'as glad to undeitake the 
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cure of many diseases, among them cancer” Long advertisements are 
to be found under dates of Novembei 13 and December 13 {New York 
Journal etc) He had tiaveled through the eastern Colonies under 
various names and then left foi Philadelphia and the southern Colonies 
He must have been the worst tj^pe of quack and mountebank, for the 
next month he was branded for stealing, and on Maich 9, 1776, in the 
same Gazette the following notice appeared 

“The famous Dr Dubuke, a Frenchman, who was branded here 
last January term, for stealing indigo, etc , departed last Thursday 
from this city in the Amboy state boat, to visit Philadelphia and the 
Southern Colonies He professes himself a dentist, and has travelled 
through the Eastern Colonies under various names ” 

In that same month the fiist “dental parloi” type of advertisement 
appealed, when Dr L Butte & Co, Suigeon Dentists, announced in 
the Pennsylvania Evening Post, March 16, 1776, that they 

“Beg leave to inform the public, that they intend to follow the 
said art, and undertake to set artificial teeth in so neat a manner 
that it IS impossible to distinguish them from those which are natural 
They also clean teeth, however bad, so radically, that in half an 
hour they look as vhite as snow, and have tooth drops which cure^ 
the tooth-ach in a few minutes Also a plaister which cures corns 
in the toes in twenh-four hours, price two shillings and sixpence 
They keep pomatum, and the American oil, which takes freckles out 
of the face in three daj's, price seven shillings and sixpence They 
will wait on any lady or gentleman that shall honor them with 
their commands 

“The^ li\ e at the widow Fains’, in Arch-street, next door to the 
corner of Second-street ” 

This was followed by anothei m the Staatsbote of June 4, 1776, 
wheie they stated that they had moved from 2nd Street near the New 
Market to Chestnut Street, opposite the Sign of the Gieat Turk It 
reads x’eiy much like the pievious one 

On June 12 of that same yeai, 1776, the New York Constitutional 
Gazette mentioned Leonaid Fisher, Suigeon-Baibei and Dentist xvlio 
was living m Chatham-Row, nearlj'^ opposite St Paul’s Chinch, where 
he “continues his business as usual. Bleeding, Cupping, and Tooth- 
drawing ” This is the first advertisement of its kind so far uncovered 
Besides the ahox e-mentioned items he states “He bleeds with finger 
or spring lancets, undertakes to draw all teeth or stumps if ever so 
bad, also cleans teeth in the neatest mannei, sets aitificial teeth which 
look as natural ” 

In 1790, Fisher resided at No 114 Queen (Pearl) Street, and m 
1798, as a Surgeon-Dentist, at 451 Peail Street His father (according 
to Wealth & Biography of the Wealthy Citizens of New York, 1845, p 
12) left an estate of $500,000 xvhich was divided among five sons and 
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a daughtei Leonaid, Si , acquned his fortune mainly by the purchase 
of leal estate which, at his death, was woith approximately 100 tunes 
what he paid foi it Young Fishei’s estate at his death amounted to 
about $200,000 Appaiently he divided Ins practice between Phila- 
delphia and New Yoik, foi on Januaiy 23, 1779, m the Pennsylvania 
Packet, he stated that he was 

“LiMng in rourtli street, between Race and Arch streets, opposite 
the new German Church, Philadelphia Takes this method to inform 
the Public that he continues to practice the art of Dentistry in all 
its branches Those persons who ha\e had the misfortune of losing 
their teeth by applying to him may ha\e teeth transplanted, or natural 
teeth grafted He also cleans teeth in the neatest manner, and sets 
artificial ones from a single tooth to a compleat set, vhich will look 
so natural that they cannot be discerned from the true ones, he has 
giyen sufficient pi oof of his judgment in this art both in Nev-York 

and this city 

« 

NR He will wait on ladies and gentlemen who will please to 
favour him vith their commands” 

The next piactitioner that we aie to considei is a Dr Fendall of 
Maryland, whose exact identity is somewhat uncertain, for here again 
no given name is to be found in any of his advertisements We are 
inclined to believe, however, that he might be the Benjamin Fendall 
born in 1753 near Port Tobacco, Charles County, Maryland We arrive 
at this conclusion because of the following known facts m our posses- 
sion In the Maryland Archives there are recorded three items one 
on page 23 (XLVIII) is the same item Heniy J Birkley includes m his 
Medical Men in the Revolution, p 7 “A Benjamin Fendall of Charles 
County, in May, 1782, was paid £22 5 6 for medical service rendered 
to the militia ” The second is a letter from George Washington to a 
Doctor B Fendall, and Fendall’s reply from Cedar Hill, signed with 
the initial “B”, Cedar Hill being the name of an estate m Charles 
County, which coincides with the address given m the advertisement 
of November 2, 1779, “May always be procured at Doctor Fendall’s resi- 
dence m Charles County, near Port-Tobacco ” Given the above facts, 
we find that the Fendall family of the above county was one of promi- 
nence and wealth, which agrees with a statement made m the July 23, 
1784 advertisement m the Maryland Journal and Baltimore Advertiser, 
“kind Fortune has made him independent, and placed him far above 
the hungry Tooth of Want ” 

Just how to describe Fendall and his professional activities is a 
difficult task, for he was a prolific writer of advertisements, most of 
them being brief but many contain full lectures on dentistry, his quali- 
fications, etc , and often a foot m length of printed tj'pe 

He was eithei a dentist of marked ability, far bejond that of 
any who weie then m dental piactice in this country or he was an 
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undisguised egotist He states {Maryland Journal & Baltimore Adver- 
tiser July 11, 1786, and in otheis) “having been legulaily hied to Pliysick 
and Suigei}'”, thus he must have studied medicine fust, but we have 
been unable to find wheie he leceived his medical tiaimng Also Toner 
fails to mention him among the Mai 5 dand Physicians m his Medical 
Men of the Revolution This is suipiismg, foi m anolhei advei tisement, 
July 23, 1784, m the above-mentioned newspaper, he states “to sene 
his countrj’^ is his Design ” 

We present the following as found m the closing pait of his July 
23, 1784 announcement “What the Doctor has said, he stiongly hopes 
the Impaitial Public will leadilj'^ admit as a candid Declaration of the 
Truth, and the Language of a Man who would not, fiom an}’^ Inducement 
decel^e them — Undissembled Tiuth, he thinks, should evei be pre- 
dominant amongst Mankind Should the Ladies and Gentlemen find 
no Relief, oi he disappointed m the most sanguine Expectations, from 
his Opeiations, he will as leadily return the Money, as he leceived it ” 


Denit ^utJ herneSus tttgrti quid pukbrius albo^ 

Doctor F E N D A L L, 


Op4r«tor opoa tk« TEETH, it jqII trnred la chii Towa, 184 
mty b«fpoke wlih »t Mtt LYNCH’*, Ja Secoad Street 

T he DoSsr eurei ihe TcarTf m the aumj, <t erer fo io> 
rente, fiift fcilinf lod (le*oin| the (eepi fiom thtt cor* 
roar*, tirtiroai, gnttj lubiltnce which impede* the tumt from 
frow 1 n|, infefli the breath, tad i* a.piiocip*l eaufe of the 
■carry, which, if out timely prerented, ejti away the |urai, fo 
that many people'* teeth fall ont found He preteoti teeth 
fron rotting, keep! fach ai are decayed’ from growing wotfe 
«rta to old age, mikeitbe gomi grow fiim to the teeth, and 
rtndcra them white and beautifol , fi'la up with gold or lead 
tbofotbat are hollow, fo aa to reader them uteful, and to pre- 
Ttat the ait getting lato them tad aggraratlng the ptio Ht 
traafpliili aatoral teeth from one petfon to another, which 
mil ^ ai i(irm in the jiw (without aoy ligament) aa if they 
•tigiatlly grew there, and mikea and fiaea artifvial teeth wiih 
tat greateft cxaSnefi and nicety, and anihoiit pain, fo that per- 
font may eat, dunk or lleep with them in ihcir mouth* ai con* 
reniantly aa with natural onci, from which they cannot be dif* 
tmgnifbed by the (harpeil eye He alfo engrafta teeth on old 
Ihimpa, and exiraCta teeth and Sumpa in the caSell maoa'r, be 
they erer fo deeply ficaated in the yaw 

HU DENTIFRICE he haa found to be greatly foperior, both 
H elegance and efficacy, to any thing hitherto made ufe of for 
the teeth and garni , it la free from any tarrefire preparation, 
will reftore the gumi to their ptidioe ftate, ptprent tbetroth- 
ach, and tender the breath delicately fwcet, (af the tartaroui 
fib&arce la 0? the teeth) and will reane^ alt thofe dtfardcrl 
wb'eh are the confe^aence of fcorbutic gumi —It may alwayi 
W procured at Dr FEN D ALL a reSdroee, In Cbarlei Coenty, 
•ear Port-Tobacco, Maryland 

ff B The fooner Centlamen and LadUi tppl), the better, 
•a the DoQor’a ftay in (hii Town ii uneertain 
Baltimore, July *9, tySd 

^For LIVERPOOL, 


Tip 1/ — rendTll’s u^u il l>pe of ad\erti«;citienl u‘»ed first on September 4, 1776, 'ind 
conlmued tliroupli 1786, vith the added Lantin quotation from Berdmore’s 1770 edition 
Maryland Journal and Baltimore Advertiser 
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doctor rend ALU 

Operator upon the TEETH, 

Ii jnft irnVei :n thu city, on his way to Baltimore, 
■juid lolendi rtftarning aboift the middle of Sep. 
tember next 

H e ceres the »ct< av t in the cum, he it crer 
Co bad , firft cleans and fcales the teeth from 
that corrolrre, tartarous, gntty foblUnee, which 
impedes the gems from growing, infcfls the breath, 
and IS one of the principal caufes of the fcervy, 
which, if not timely yreiented, eats away the gems, 
fo that many peoples teeth fall out found He pre- 
vents teeth from gromrg rotten, keeps foch as are 
dtcayed from becoming worfe, even to old age, 
makes the gums grow firm op to the teeth, and ren- 
deri them white aid beaetifol He fills op, with 
gold or leld, thofc that are hollow, fo as ta render 
1 them ufefol , and prevents the air from getting into 
them, which aggravates the pain He tranfplanta 
natural teeth from one perfon to another, which vriH 
fbe as firm in the jaw, without any ligament, as if 
they onginally grew there He rasikes and fixes ar- 
tificial teeth with the greateft exaQoefs and nicety, 
without pain or the leait inconreBience, fo that they 
mav eat, dnnk, crBeep, with/hem in their moutha, 
as natural ones, from wEich they cannot be difco- 
vered by the OiarMf eye He fextrafli teeth and 
fluropi, after thebcA and eafieft methods, be they 
ever fe deep funk into the focket of the gumi His 
exi-TiFaici IS quite free from any corrofive prepa- 
naon, will reftorc the gums to their priAine Aate, 
will prevent the tooth aefa, and render the breath 
delict ely fwee (if the tartarous fubdance u off the 
teeth) and will timedy all thofe diforders chat are 
the confequeDce of fcorbucic gums It may be bad 
at his lodgiogi eith pot la ligned with hla owa 
hand to prevent fraud 

It IS perhaps onuecefTary to add, that the teeth 
fcrve for maflication, for the diAicQ articulation of 
founds, and for ornament The foulnefi of the 
teeth by fome people is little regarded ; but with . 
the fur fex, with the polite and uegint part of the 
world, Ills looked on as a cerUin mark of filtbineft 
and Doth , not Only becaufe it disfigures one of the 
grraieA ornaments of the countenance, but alfo b«- 
caufe the fmell imparted to the breath by dirty rot- 
ten teeth, 11 generally difagn cable to the patients 
themlelvei. and fomeiimes extremely offenfire to the 


olfiiflo y nerict in cioft coaverfanon HTb p^erve 
5 tie teeth, to regulate their growth, aM to remove 
the vaA variety of diAirdera and delbrmitiei,to which 
they are expbled, are mitlera of greater importanca 
than IS generally imagined, and of fnch amvtrfal 
concern as joDIy claims the atteatian of thepnhhc ; 
fordifcrdert or dcficitncifi of the teeth, however 
fligl-tly regarded by fome people, are inevitably at- 
tended with ^ils which tifea the fyAem , and de- 
fbrmtricsTJt them »rs> ii.BiulLaCjly'TluillUl lU UnOrSir 
life. In coaiimn hfe, we eTei 7 day obferve, how 
a Bight deformity eaticaturei every geAure of fome 
worthy people , whilA beauty and elegance foAen 
the foibles of others, and grace the few accompliAi. 
menii they are pofleAed of. Oratory of the pulpit 
aad the bar, and above all the art of pleafing in 
convcrlktion and fociil life, are matters of the high- 
tA cbncerd to individuals hut in this no oae can 
excel, whole lofs of teeth, or rotten Imd Aamps, 
and fallen lips and hollow cheeks, detroy articula- 
tion, and the happy exprtifion of the countenance, 
whofevoice basloftits Oatire tone, atd whofe laugh, 
tnHead of painting joy and merriment, czpnmet i 
enlydcrcfl and ^ifeafe But of all the difordan, the 
feurvy Is the moA defiruQive to the teeth and gams , 
for It not only brings on uIcentiODS of the fait parts, 
hat alfo attacks the membranous lining of the foCk- 
ets, defiroys the nerves at bottom, and dtpnvca the 
teeth of nounfiuOeai, in conrcqnence of which they 
become' difcolouied and loofe Cafes of this bod 
occur every day A i^nklog breath ttteadi exter- 
nal foulcefs 6f the teeth, canes lOd porolent Can- 
nes of them, fcorbOtie cr ulcerated gums, and ahe ' 
long lodgment of little feraps of aliment in Oie in- 
fcrlutes, ocCalion^liy the recefsyiflhe gums Dill 
orders of the teeth, as well as othef more gencyil 
ones of the whole fyfiem, (bmeunes bnng •• atit- 
tips of the palate bones , in confeqneiice of whith, 
the food in fihewing is apt to pals im the nole, aad 
the fpeejh becomes difagretable When thele thin 
fmnes are once loS'they nerer are regenerated, and 
toi art-ficial 13 the cmly-nsiely 'This iiarthdly 
contnved and ^xed in vanons ways, agreeable to 
the extent, fitoatioB, and other circamAances of the 
dirrafed aperture When the^gumi are, uneven er 
fallen away, the patient may havp^ reboarie to artifi- 
.cial 'gams This lenn fo4ads''draHgtlyy aud raalcca 
noAnall Aiewin an advmirenieal^ 'but- it tan be 
done The dafign of thu adrertilh]dMt''it ^o ofier 
byafiAince, and to prevent or remove tlrafe evils. 
To trrst minutely of all fhe iiCaritn of fhk teeth, 
•nd follow then! through all the vahetlH add fubi- 
vifioni which occur in prafbee, would, alone farhilh 
matter fer a large volume, and would fbe equally 
urtfome to ire, and nuprofitable to the reader 


18 — Di Fcndall’s first aiinoiinceiiiciil Hlar^lnitd Gazette August 15, 
conipiribon of the first sentence ind the adscrliseinent of John Baker, Ann ipolis. I t "3, 
tv ill prove It to be a verbatim copj (See Fig 31 ) The second sentence is from 
Cbajilcr I of Berdinorc’s Disorders and Deformities of the Teeth, likewise a verbatim 
copj with onlj a transposition of sentences Beginning with the seventh word in columri 
2, compare Fig 19 In the original this was one long adverlisenicnl and not divided 
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Fendall made broad claims concerning his ability, and in general 
his shorter announcement m 1786 varied little from the earlier ones 
In 1779, (Maryland Journal etc Novembei 9), he began to head his 
announcements with a Latin quotation, which undoubtedly added gl eater 
dignity and erudition foi Doctor Fendall This same quotation was 
obtained, as will be explained latei, from the title page of Thomas 
Berdmore’s Disorders and Deformities of the Teeth, etc (London 1770) 
(See Fig 37) It reads Dente quid horndius nigro, quid pulchrius albo^ 
“What m the world is more terrible than a black tooth, what is moie 
beautiful than a white one’” At times he announces himself as “Opeiator 
upon the Teeth” then again he “is now indefatigable m his Studies in 
the Art and IMystery of a Surgeon-Dentist ” How indefatigable he was 
in his studies will he shown later 


The following is the newspaper record of Fendall 


1776, August 15 

September 4 
September 11 
1779, September 24 

No\ ember 2, 9, 16 
1782, November 26 

December 17 and 24 
1784, July 6 

July 23 (Long) 

1786, Julj 11, 17, 21, 28 
August 15, 22 
1789, July 23 

September 1, 4, 11 


Maryland Gazette 

Maryland Journal and The Baltimore Advertiser 
Maryland Journal and The Baltimore Advertiser 
Maryland Gazette 

Maryland Journal and The Baltimore Adveitiser 
Maryland Journal and The Baltimore Advertiser 
Maryland Journal and The Baltimore Advertiser 
Maryland Jouinal and The Baltimore Advertiser 
Maryland Journal and The Baltimore Advertiser 
Maiyland Journal and The Baltimore Advertiser 
Maryland Journal and THe Baltimore Advertiser 
Maryland Journal and The Baltimore Advertiser 
Maryland Journal and The Baltimore Advertiser 


To these must be added Washington’s lettei of March 6, 1798, and 
Fendall’s leply a yeai and a half latei, August 10, 1799 He never seived 
Washington, hut did render service to Mrs Washington 


Fendall’s first professional adveitisement which appeared on August 
15, 1776 in the Maryland Gazette is one that I feai will be apt to mislead 
historians if they are not careful, foi it stamps him as a man of lemark- 
able ability far beyond those of any who were then in dental practice 
in this countr}' This piohlem puzzled me for some time, for the adver- 
tisement shows that he was a man who had had considerable experience 
and a wondeiful giasp of dental practice of that time, something one 
would hardly expect of a native-born beginner Upon studjung his other 
adA eitisements, this first one seemed even more remarkable 

HaMng recognized Fendall’s Latin quotation as one that appeared 
on the title page of Beidmoie’s 1770 edition, (Fig 37) (the 1768 contains 
another), it vas but natural to examine that book and see if any of the 
August 1776 advertisement, consisting of two long paragraphs, was 
theiein contained A compaiison of Chapter I, pages thiee to five “The 
Design of this Treatise” and the second paragraph of Fendall’s advei- 
tisement amII proAe that the latter copied verbatim Berdmore’s mateiial, 
eAcn to the punctuation, vith merelj' a transposition at times of sequence 
of sentences HaMng discoAered this plaglaiism, tlie opening paragraph 
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The Desi^ of this Treatise 

To preserve the teeth, to regulate their growth, and to remove 
the vast variety of disorders 'and deformities to whieh they are 
exposed, are matters of greater importance than is generally ima 
gined, and of such universal concern as justly claims the attention 
of the public , for disorders or deficiencies of the teeth, however 
slightly regarded by some people, are inevitably attended with 
evils which affect the whole system , and deformities of them are 
often remarkably hurtful m common life 
Whatever renders mastication pamful or imperfect, not only 
lessens our relish and enjoyment of food, but also prevents that 
perfect comminution and mixture of it with the salivary liquor, 
which IS necessary towards digestion , and thence gives rise to 
an endless tram of diseases of the stomach and bowels, at the 
same time that the body is deprived of its wonted nourishment 
Disorders of the teeth also frequently bring on the most ex- 
cruciating pains and dangerous inflammations, sometimes deep 
seated abscesses, which destroy the neighboring parts, and affect 
the whole system by sympathy, or by infecting the blood with 
corrupted matter , and it is well known, that cutting the teeth 
carries off an immense number of children, who by due assistance 
might easily be saved 

Deformities of the teeth, as they generally tend to disease, are 
objects of serious attention, but setting apart a consideration 
which appears so distant, it is well known that they are often as 
formidable as disease itself 

In common life, we every day observe, how a slight deformity 
cancatures every gesture of some worthy people , whilst beauty 
and elegance soften the foibles of others, and grace the few ac- 
complishments they are possessed of 

The oratory of the pulpit and the bar, and above all the art of 
pleasing in conversation and social life, are matters of the highest 
concern to individuals But in these no one can excel whose loss 
of teeth, or rotten livid stumps, and fallen lips and hollow cheeks, 
destroy srticulaiion, and the happy expression of the countenance, 
whose voice has lost its native tone, and whose laugh, instead of 
painting joy and merriment, expresses only defect and disease 
A foulness of the teeth is by some people as little regarded as 
It IS easily removed, but with the- fair sex, with the polite and 
elegant part of the world, it is looked on as a certain mark of 
nastiness and sloih , not only because it disfigures one of the 
greatest ornaments of the countenance, but also because the smell 
imparted to the breath by dirty rotting teeth, is generally dis 
agreeable to the patients themselves, and sometimes extremely 
offensive to others in close conversation 
The design of this short treatise then, is to obviate and remove 
these evils, to render the art which I profess of more extensive 
utility , to communicate to the public the advances I have made 
in It , and lastly, to rescue it from the indifference and unmerited 
contempt with which it has hitherto been treated, by those 
especially who are pleased to comprehend under the idea of tooth- 
draw ing or tooth-scraping all that is necessary to be known or 
advanced on the subject , and therefore place on an equal foot 
mg with the surgeon dentist, the tooth drawing barber and 
itinerant mountebank 


Fig 19 — Thomas Bcrdmorc’s 1770 edition. Chapter I, from which Fendall copied his 
idvcrlisemeiit of August 15, 1776 Tlie above photostat is from the American Librari 
of Dental Science, Baltimore, 1844, pages 7 and 8 
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had to be located Here again it was but a simple process of elimination 
John Baker visited Annapolis in 1773 and inserted an adveitisement on 
September 16 (see Fig 31) which proved the missing link A comparison 
of the two proved Fendall’s to be a veibatim copy of Baker’s, even to 
the dentifrice claims Thus the mystery of Fendall’s advanced knowl- 
edge of dentistij'^ becomes clear and understandable 

Fendall’s next adveitisement appealed in the Maryland Journal, 
etc , for Septembei 4, 1776, some three weeks later, and an examination 
again pioves it to he the verbatim cop3' of Bakei’s It is inteiesting to 
note that he too was a disciple of transplantation of teeth “His stay 
in town will he onlj'^ one week ” 

On Novembei 2, 1779, in the same newspaper, Fendall began to use 
the Latin quotation, and lemarked that his “dentifrice was communi- 
cated to him b}’^ Doctoi Bakei ” In another notice of the same 3'^eai he 
states “I have, foi these six 3'eais past” devoted them to the dental 
ait That would make his enti3 into dentistr3’^ in 1773, hut geneially 
speaking we have found such claims unieliable unless suppoited by 
fuithei evidence which we do not have as far as Fendall is conceined 
It might he that he dates his beginning fiom Baker’s adveitisement of 
that 3eai, and which he used but so fai no one has lecogmzed 

In general, Fendall’s shorter advertisement in 1786 vaiied but little 
from his eailiei ones in 1776, the phraseolog3’^ remaining as Bakei wrote 
it in 1773 This is significant as it shows little progress dining these 
3'ears 

The one dated JUI3" 23, 1784, and which will be found later, is difficult 
to fit into the picture, foi here we have an unusual combination of facts 
The opening and closing paragraphs of broad claims are not in keeping 
vith the remaining mateiial in the advertisement They are the opinions 
of a boastful indnidual, m contrast to the careful observations made b3 
one veil Aersed in dentistr3'^ 

A caieful stud3" of this announcement reveals that the material in 
the third paiagiaph was vei3" similar to the center third of Poiee’s of 
1769 (Fig 12) The fouith long paragraph begins again with Baker’s 
notice of 1773 and continues to the second dash ( — ) “The doctoi having 
confined” etc, is from Berdmore’s “Pieface” The portion within the 
next senes of dashes “The teeth and gums” can be found in Berdmore, 
page 32, except that “he has a case wherein he extirpated an excresence 
of a 3 0ung lad3, as large as an Indian Walnut” Berdmoie, on 
page 61, 1 elates a similai expeiience in a 3"oung man Other mateiial 
is to be found on page 138 Thus one can see how difficult it is to obtain 
an honest appiaisement of Fendall’s dental activities in this countiy 
His long delay of a year and five months, though ill, in replying to 
Washington’s letter, and then submitting a bill to be paid at the time 
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of deliveiy, ceitainly does not create in oui minds a person of gieat 
lesponsibility and appieciation of Ins profession 

In 1782, Fendall again visited Baltimore dining No^embel, foi on 
the 26th a footnote leads “The soonei Gentlemen and Ladies apply 
the hettei, as the Doctoi’s staj' m this Town is uncertain ” On December 
12 he adveitised he “intends leaving town Saturday, December 21st,” 
hut on the 24th he “has been solicited and pievailed upon (owing to 
11101 e applications) to continue a few daj’s longer in Town, will howevei 
undoubtedly leave Town on Satuidaj' morning, the 29th of this month, 
etc ” 

On July 23, 1784 the second lengthy advertisement appeared, to 
which we have already alluded Because of the smallness in type and 
the ditliculty^ m leading it, we have thought it advisable to have it reset, 
foi it diffeis so fiom any othei advertisement that is to be found during 
this whole period 


“DOCTOR FENDALL, 

HAVING just a^rl^ed in To%\n, has taken up his Residence, for 
a few Weeks, at Miss Young’s, in Cahert Street 

It is not solely by Lucre, or pecuniary Views, the Doctor is 
prompted to offer his Assistance to the Public, he is urged by a 
Desire to serve them, kind Fortune has made him independent, 
and placed him far abo^e the hungry Tooth of Want - To ser^e his 
Country is his Design, and to remo\e the ^ast Variety of Disorders 
the Teeth, Ac are exposed to These are Matters of uni\ersal Con- 
cern, and, he thinks, esstntialh require the Attention of the Public, 
though, he is sorry to say, too slightly regarded by many 

The Teeth are often attended XMth Complaints, x\hich injure the 
whole System, Deformities of them are frequentlj seen, in common 
Life, to be prodigiously injurious The Orator in the Pulpit, or at the 
Bar, will cut but an indifferent Figure x\ith the Loss of Teeth, the 
private Gentleman and the fine Ladv suffer no Disadi antage, in social 
Life, from a Mouth full of Teeth, white, regular and polished as Dor's 
How a Deformity, in this Particular, caricatures the Appearance of 
many, amiable in esery other Feature, xvhilst beautiful and elegant 
Teeth make some Countenances agreeable, which liaie little else to 
recommend them 

Dr Fendall cures the most inieterate Scursj (as it is lulgarlj 
termed) in the Gums, by carefullj scaling from the Teeth that cor- 
rosive tartarous Substance, which impedes the Gums from growing, 
infects the Breath, and is a principal Cause of the Scursj This, if 
not timely prevented, eats aw'ay the Gums, so that nianj People’s 
Teeth fall out sound He preaents Teeth from rotting, such as are 
decayed, he keeps from becoming worse, eaen to old Age, makes the 
Gums grow firm to the Teeth, and renders them white and beauti- 
ful, fills xvith Gold or Lead, those that are hollow, so as to render 
them useful, and to preaent the Air from getting into them and 
aggraaating the Pain, he transplants natural Teeth from one Person 
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to anotlier, ■\%Iiich will be ns firm in the Taw (without anA Eisament) 
ns if IhcA onginalh grew there, he engrnfls nnlurnl Teeth on old 
Stumps, nnd mnkes nnd fi\es nrtificinl Teeth with the greatest Exact- 
ness and Nicef>, without Pnin, so that the Pnlient inaA ent, drink and 
sleep with them in the Mouth ns nnlurnl ones, from which thej ennnot 
be distinguished bA the sharpest Eac When he fixes in artificial 
Teeth, if not more than four, he giAcs them an Enamel, aaIucIi aaiII 
preserAe its whiteness hA Care, and cnlireh retain it This Method 
of fixing Teeth, is different noAA from all former Methods His anti- 
scorbutic Tincture (the peculiar Airtucs of aaIiicIi arc aacII knoAAn in 
this Town) he still recommends, it is grealh superior, in Elegance 
and EfiicacA to anA Thing hitherto made use of for the Teeth and 
Gums, it IS free from anA corrosiAc Preparation, aaiII restore the 
Gums to their pristine Stale, prcAcnt the Toothach, and render the 
Breath delicalelj sAAeel (if the tartarous Substance is taken off bj a 
skillful Operator) and aaiII remedA all the Disorders aaIucIi are the 
Consequence of scorbutic Gums Eacca Person s Teeth maA not AAant 
scaling - To those happA fexA, if llicA mean to keep them so, he 
recommends the ahoAe Dentifrice as the onh rational Method to pre- 
serAe the BeautA and Goodness of their Teeth and Gums - ^The 
Doctor haAing confined himself to that Part of SurgerA aaIucIi con- 
cerns the Dentist’s Art conceiAcs he has not needlessK emploAed Ins 
Time, especialh when it is considered Iioaa extrcinclA beneficial this 
Art IS to Mankind - He begs the \tlcntion of the Public, and par- 
ticularlA of those who liaAc Children afTcctcd aaiUi Disorders and 
Deformities of the Teeth The Teeth and Gums are liable to the fol- 
lowing Complaints, Aarious Kinds of Pains proceeding from different 
Causes, Defluctions falling on the Gums, Obstructions and Infiamma- 
tions of the NerAes and Aascular Parts of the Teeth,] ''acrid Matter 
generated in the Neighhorhood of the Teeth, fungous Excrescences 
and Ulcers of the Gums, (he has a Case aa herein he extirpated an 
Excrescence, in the Mouth of a xoung LadA as large as an Indian 
Walnut), Recess of the Gums, Exposure of the Roots of the Teetli, 
Tartar of tlie Teeth, and the Recess of the Gums and Toothach occa- 
sioned bx tartarous Concretions long neglected attended with bad 
Consequences, destructiAc to the Teeth and Gums and brings on 
Inflammations - The discoloured Enamel he fears is too often 
mistaken for Tartar, Looseness of the Teeth, Change of Position, Pro- 
trusion total Luxation - Fractures of the aheolarA Part of the Jaxv 
Bones of sharp Splinters, Portions of the Teeth left behind in Extrac- 
tions, Bruises and Lacerations of the Gums, Matter collected in the 
maxillarj Sinusses and often in the cancelated Substances of the 
lower JaxA , Caries, and Exostotis of the Bones which form the Sockets 
of tile lower Jaw, a singular Case (and Cure of his own) where a 
Ladj lost the Coronoid and CondAloid Processes, with a large Portion 
of tile lower Jaw, bj a Caries in the Tooth - Various Kinds of Caries 
or Rots in the Teeth, Soreness Softness, Bleeding of the Gums, bad 
smelling Breath, and Loss of Palate 1 

VTiat the Doctor has said, he strongh hopes the impartial Public 
xeill readih admit as a candid Declaration of the TruUi, and the 
Language of a Man who would not, from anx- Inducement, deceixe 
tliem Undissembled Truth, he thinks, should exer be predominant 
amongst Mankind Should the Ladies and Gentlemen find no Relief 
or be disappointed in their most sanguine Expectations, from his 
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Opcntions, lie ns rendih return the Monej, ns he recened it - He 
will wnit on Gentlemen nnd Lndies in Town, still charging no more 
thnn if wnilcd on In them, if sent for 4 or 5 Miles into the Countrs, 
where there nrc thnt Number of Pnticnts, his Price wiU be the same 
ns in Town 

After the Doctor lenses this Town, he intends sisiting the Citj of 
Annnpolis, on his Return Home ” 

From Annapolis, Tuh 11, he wrote an advance notice 

“DOCTOR EENDALL, who lins been, nnd is now, indefntignble 
in his Studies in the Art nnd Mistcrj of n SLRGEON DENTIST, has 
brought it to grant Perfection, basing been rcgulnrls bred to Pin sick 
nnd Surgers, ssill sisit Enltimore in a fess Weeks, ssben he ssill render 
the Inhnbitnnts of cnch Plncc, and those in the circumjacent Pnrts, 
ssho choose to nppls for Assistance, csers ncceplnblc Sersice To 
his Friends nnd old Customers, he conccises himself under the great- 
est Obligations for their confidence in him ” 

During this peiiod of our historj, the general run of professional 
adseilisenients lead ser} much alike, foi that reason it is difficult some- 
times to distinguish the quack from the honest practitioner The better- 
educated he happened to he the moie deception he practiced That 
Fendall knowingly deceised the public as to his wide evperience and 
tjpe of practice, theie can he little doubt If he had been “regularh 
hied to Phjsick & Surgeij”, it makes his case all the more flagrant 
As a reusult, those w'ho are not acquainted with the truth e\en to this 
daj ha^e accorded him, because of the knowledge he claimed, a false 
position in Ameiican dentistr} 

In the lengthy ad\ertisement of Julj 23, 1784, he concluded his 
qualifications by saying “What the Doctor has said, he strongly hopes 
the impartial Public wall readily admit as a candid Declaration of the 
Truth, and the Language of a iMan who w’ould not, from any Inducement 
deceive them Undissemliled Truth, he thinks, should be predominant 
amongst jMankind ” Yet he not onlj continued to make use of Berdmore’s 
WTitmgs, as he did m his ad^ ertisement of August 15, 1776, but became 
more brazen by including Berdmore’s Chapter heading from Part II, 
Chapters 3 to 13 (the part inserted w'lthm backets) as his owm qualifica- 
tions and experience Is it a mere coincidence that he should ha\ e had 
“a case wffierem he extirpated an excrescence, m the mouth of a joung 
Lady, as large as an Indian Walnut”, wffien Beidmore on page 61 
describes as his owm a similar case and size of w'alnut except that his 
occurred m that of young man*^ 

Fendall’s advertisements do how'e\er furnish us with valuable 
information, for they supply us further eMdence that our Colonial 
dental practitioners possessed and made use of the best of the European 
dental literature of the period Later we shall learn how James 
Gardette m a letter to his brother dated March 30, 1791, profited bj 
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and theiefoie lecommended that he secuic and study the woiks of 
Pieiie Fauchard (1728), Etienne Bourdet (1757) and Robert Bunon 
(1743), whilst John Greenwood iilih/cd Tolin Hunter’s Natural Hislonj 
of the Human Teeth to lecoid his own peisonal expeiiences and 
obseivations 

On Fiiday, July 21, 1786, he announces his aiiival in Baltimore, 
and on the 22nd the following advci tisenient appealed 

“Dentc quid honidius nigio, quid pulclirius alho? Doctor 
Eendall, opciatoi upon the teeth is just aimed in this Town, and 
nla^ be spoke SMth at Mrs Lsnch’s in Second-Street 

NB Tlie sooner Gentlemen and Ladies appls, tlic better, as tlie 
Doctoi’s st^^ in this Tos\n is uncertain ” 

Oiii last advei tiseniciit is dated Septcmhci 1, 1786, hut undoubtedly 
Fendall lemained in piacticc foi some jcais theicaftci, foi on IMarcli 
6, 1798 the following lettei was sent bj' Gcoige Washington 

“Mount Vernon, Cth M irch, 1798 
Sir 

Mis Washington has been long in c\pect ition of rccening 
s\lnt ^ou took awaj unfinished, and ssas to ha\o completed and sent 
to her — and piavs that it mav be done ssitliout further delas, as she 
is in A\ant of them and must apph clsesshere, if not done” 

A yeai and five months latei Fendall leplied as follows 

“Dr Sir 

Within this Das, or two, I found mjself, so much relies cd, from 
my long continued and painful illness, tho I use my left arm, 
ssith some ditficults', as to be enabled to finish JIrs Washingtons 
Teeth, and you’ll receive them, safe, I hope, bj ms' Sersant, Tliej are- 
as nearly as I can noss', recollect — like tbc old ones — as there aie so 
many svays, to make, and shape Teeth - tsvou’d be almost impossible, 
to make them, exactls alike — after some time, ssithout basing the old 
ones present The Model, I took, has, also, bj accident, sustained 
some injurj I am extrcmels" sorrj, indeed, ji Ladj has been 
obliged to svait so long — ossung to ms' long absence from home and 
mj^ Illness, after I had arris ed at Cedar-Hill I ssisli S'ou <S. Mrs 
Washington to base eserj' consiction ssitliin j ourself, I eser ssill 
svith promptitude, and ssuth pleasure, serse s'ou both, ssheneser sou 
may choose to command me — if in ms posser, and I fondls flatter 
ms^self, soldi both deem my excuse to be suflicientlv admissible — 
at this Time Please to present ms" most respectful comp to Mrs 
Washington cS. belies e me. Dr Sir 

Yrs ssith due respect 
Cedar Hill, Aug lOtli 99 B Fendall 
Gen Washington, to B Fendall Dr 

1799 

Aug 10 To making 4 artificial Teeth) 

svith an enamel for Mrs W ) Tsventj' Eight Dollars 

ssdiich, if the Genl chooses — he can enclose me by my Serst John- — 

Then red the above in full 


B Fendall ” 
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Dunnit ihe pcuod of Ihe Revolution, the city of New Yoik remained 
in the hands of the Bntish In the New YoiL and Coimliy Almanac-^ 
foi 177() and in Game’s New Yoih Gazelle and Weekly Merciiiy (June 
0 1777) ve lead of Richaid Dm foot Dusturge, a “singeon fiom Em ope, 
mid-vife, occuhst, and dentist, who makes aitificial teeth, which pei- 
fectl^ icsemhlcs tlic natmal ^\llo lesidcs in Duke Stieet m the 
house foimeih of Isaac Kip” (No 13) 

The follo^\mg Maicli {New Yoik Gazelle and Weekly Mercury 
Maich 9, 1778) theie appeals an adsei tisement of a Doctoi Dastuge 
who intends sailing m Apiil foi Em ope Appaiently Dustmge in the 
meantime had changed his name to Dastuge, foi he had the same addiess 
on Duke Stieet and his ad%ei tisement coiiesponds closely w'lth the 
picMOiis one 

In consequence of his sailing “he W'ould he much obliged to those 
indebted to him to dischaige then accounts, which wnll enable him to 
settle with those to whom he is indebted” In this i aspect, times do not 
seem to base changed a gleat deal “He w’lll continue piacticmg physic 
and suigeiy until the horn of his dcpaituie, likewise making aitificial 
teeth He has gieat success m peifoiming an opeiation on the teeth, 
wdiich takes off the taitar, cleanses and makes them wdiite, in easy 
mannei, no wmj painful ” 

On Apiil 15, 1780, Rivington’s New York Royal Gazelle offered the 
news of Dastuge’s letuin to New' Yoik, aftei having studied in the 
piincipal schools of Pans, and wdio opeiated on the teeth and constructed 
aitificial ones He continued in piactice through the year 1782 

The Maryland Journal, etc , on Novembei 10, 1777, called attention 
to the fact that a “Di Battemps cuies the most violent toothache in less 
than an houi ” Just how' he did this he failed to state, and we have no 
other lecoid of him In the Boslon Gazelle, December 22, 1777, the 
follownng notice appealed “A few' surgical and dental instruments for 
sale The low'est puce for same tw'o hundred and eighty continental 
dollars ” 


4 Local Practitioners 

Most of the dentists so far mentioned had passed from one colony 
to another, visiting the principal cities and towns In Boston, New York 
and Philadelphia, a few practitioners began to appear whose practices 
were strictly local One amongst these began to play a most important 
part in the furtheiance and development of dentistrj' Little has been 
wiitten lelative to Isaac Greenwood, the senioi, (1730-1803) and the 
gieatei pait of that is erioneous, as is much of the mateiial concerning 
Baker, Revere and otheis In latei chapters, a moie detailed record w'lll 
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be given of their sei vices to dentistiy It is faiily ceitain, however, that 
Isaac Gieenwood did not become interested in dentistry until about 1778 

James Gardette is supposed to have ai lived from Fiance m 1778 
and to have practiced dentistiy in Ncwpoit From available records 
it IS established that he did not begin m New Yoik until 1783 and that 
the following year he opened an office m Philadelphia, where he con- 
tinued until his letirement in 1829 His mteiesting caieei will be con- 
sidered in a special chaptei 

The next man to make an appeal ance ^\as Janies McKinzey, a 
dentist fiom Dublin In the New Yoik Commei cial Advertiser Decem- 
ber 11, 1779, he announced niiiacles 

“Rcspectfullj informs those vhom it mav concern, that he 
perfectly performs the following cures, m/ the Sciir\y in the blood 
or gums, Scirrbus tumours, and Cancers without cutting - The Ague 
in fne days, the Jaundice and King or Kin cough in eight dais Also, 
puts in Artificial Teeth from one to an entire sett, not to be distin- 
guished from natural bj' the most acciuate eie, and done in the most 
tender manner He prepares a Tincture that preicnls Teeth partly 
decaj'ed, from becoming worse, fastens such as are loose, and 
prevents disorders in the Teeth of Children, at 4s Cd per bottle 
Tooth Powder of the best qualitj, at 3s Cd per box He attends 
Ladies and Gentlemen at their houses, to clean teeth or perform am 
operation on the shortest notice, and when the tooth will admit, 
perfectlv cures the tooth ach, without the painful operations of 
drawing, in ten minutes ” 

Following McKinzey ivas a Di D Hunter, who ivas located in Neiv 
York in 1779, as indicated in Rivington’s Royal Gazette, July 22, 1780 

In 1780 theie ivas a Lee {Federal Gazette, Maj^ 6) operating m 
Philadelphia, and a Brown in Boston 

The latter states that he was a “Suigeon and Dentist from Denmaik” 
We find advertisements by him in the Boston Gazette and Country 
Journal, April 21, 1783, Providence (R I ) Gazette, June 26, 1784, and 
Worcester Spy, August 19, 1784 

An interesting observation in a letter wiitten bj’^ Miss Rebecca 
Franks in 1781 on Long Island to her sistei, Mrs Abigail Hamilton, 
alludes to a certain New York belle, sajnng “Her teeth are beginning 
to decay, which is the case with most New Yoik girls, after eighteen” 
The writer, who in January, 1782, became the ivife of Sir Henry Johnson, 
Bart, of Bath, was a daughtei of David Franks of Philadelphia, Com- 
missioner of British prisoners 

In 1780 there arrived from Europe one of the most important and 
outstanding characters we have so far considered, a Mr John Temple- 
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man Almost immcdialch upon i caching oui slioies he located in New- 
poil, Rhode Island and in his Inst ad\ci lisement he opens up new fields 
in dcnfistn and piesenls a new type of announcement that is most 
enlightening and dill ci cut fiom the cxaggciatcd boastings of many of 
his picdccessois AiipaicnlR piioi to his aiiival m this countiy he 
had sciNcd undci a good, piactical man, and thus hi ought with him 
adequate knoii ledge of Ins piofcssion 

Tcmplcnian ad^elllscd in the Newport Mcrciirij (Novcmbei 23, 
1780) 

“TML siibsci iliti Iicgs lent to iiifniin the public, tint be jiroposcs 
to continue the Surgeon Dentist inisincss during Ins stav in Ncisport, 

\\bich s\ill bt but n lew weeks — He cines tbc scui\i in tbc gums, 
c\li acts and transplants teeth, cleans, scales, plumbs and substitutes 
artifici il teeth — He likewise gi\es the ttelb propoi ^acanclcs, so that 
tbei inaN with t ise be keiit clean, regulates cbildiens teeth, cases 
teeth that bate lost the cn imcl and lestores them to the use of 
mastication Plumbing of teeth, is to fill up the canties with gold or 
lead, in such mannei is to prettnt them from decaMng or pain 
Scaling the teeth, is to tike from them an infections tartar, winch 
destroys the enamel, eats tbc gums, gnes the sciinw, and ficqiiontly 
causes the teeth to drop out As the strictest attention will be paid, 
those persons who apph ma\ depend on icccning gieat ad^antages 
from their humble sci \ ant 

JOHN TEMPLEMAN 

“He mas be spoke with at Capt Benjamin Almy’s Newport, 

Nos ember IG, 1780 ” 

From this ads^eitisement ss'e leain of the earliest attempt in this 
countiy to legulate childien’s teeth, and the use of crossms (“cases 
teeth”) to lestoie teeth foi function Heie likess'ise is an attempt to 
educate the public as to ssdiat constituted the “plumbing,” meaning a 
tooth filled, and “scaling the teeth ” 

No attempt ss^as made in Templeman’s announcement to mislead 
the public, instead, he presented a clear statement of the duties per- 
foimed by one svho understood his piofession He was one of the earliest 
to appreciate the value of the contact points betsveen teeth, so that the 
food might be easily removed and the breaking dossm of the channel 
prevented 

A year later ss'e find Templeman visiting Providence {Providence 
Gazette, etc, Apiil 14, 1781) en loute to Boston, svhere “he decided to 
make his principal residence ” “He removes foi the present with every 
assurance of returning to Providence within siv months, being now^ on 
a progressive tour through this and the neighboring States The 
peculiar Civilities which his Practice as a Surgeon-Dentist has been 
honored with, excite his utmost Gratitude ” He evidently made Boston 
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Ins headquaileis, foi in Jannaiy 1783 wc find him in Ncwbnryport, and 
also in Salem, Massacliiisells {Gazelle) 

The Boslon Gazelle and Counlitj loninal foi Apiil 23, August 29 
and Octohei 8, 1781, contains an even moie inleiesling advei tisement 
of Teinpleman It states 

“Incouiaged b^ the success of lus pnclitt in difTcrcnt parts 
of Euiope and Amciicn, begs Ica\c to nccpi iinl llic public, That, he is 
supplied ^\lth nialeiial s\ith \\hicb, uul a dt\ltIll^ peculiar to the 
ai t 


He preset \cs Ibc Icetb, 

Cuies the scuiw in the gums, 

Extiacts and liansplints tettb. 

Scales teeth. 

Substitutes ulificiil teeth 
Ones the teeth piopci eacanctes. 

Regulates cliildien’s teeth, 

And plumbs concaec teeth 

which preients their hi caking down oi being ofTcnsue, besides man> 
opeiations too tedious to mention, and without the least pain (except 
that of extracting) since scaling the tectli is caiefulli to take from 
them an infectious taitai, which destrois the enamel, cals the gums, 
renders them spiingi , ulcerated and incapable of affording am 
support Its being renioied, which is not in the power of composi- 
tion” [no doubt referring to tooth powdeis] “to clfect, rendeis the 
gums firm, and leaves the teeth in then natural piniti Manv people 
blame the climate, etc , foi the loss of then teeth — But it is too often 
the case, as Tie obseiied in the coiiise of my piactice on the 
Continent, that but few people take care of tbeir Teetb, till thei 
become defective The Euiopeans aie remarkable (particularly the 
French) for their good and beautiful Teetb, owing to their own care 
and knowdedge of the art ” 

Soon aftei the ex^acuation of New^ Yoik in November 1783, Isaac 
Greenwood, Ji , son of Isaac, of Boston, and eldei hiothei of John, 
established himself in New York City In a sepaiate chaptei his histoiy 
will be considered in fuithei detail as xvell as that of Josiah Flagg, w'ho 
began the practice of dentistry about the same time 

In Rivington’s Royal Gazelle for 1782, a paity at 28 Maiden Lane 
advei tised foi “fiont teeth” at foiii guineas each (see Fig 62)-® Tins 
unknown dentist 'will be described in a chaptei iindei Jean Pieire 
Le Mayeur, xvho until 1934 w^as but a nanie,-^ confused xvith that of 
anothei, Lemaire, some years later piacticing in Pans His histoiy 
proves interesting indeed, and from it ina}”^ be seen just how' much 
material has lain for j'eais xvaiting to he unearthed 
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On Scplcnibci 21 1783, the Pcnnsiilvania loiunal begged 

“Icne to infoini the Indies ind Gcnllcincii of Phil idelphia tint Mi 
Clnbuu, Sill gcon-dcnlisl, oflttUnlh ciiics c%ci\ disoidci incident to 
the gums, with the gicntcst cisc Also li insplnnts n itiinl tccll from 
one mouth to nnotliei Am pci son ln\ing n root of i tooth, nny 
ln\c one fixed on it so ns not to he disccincd fiom nny othci Pnstens 
loose ones thnt in t\ci\ icspcct will inswci their tiist strength 
It is ficqiicnt thnt tictli will pioject outwnidh oi inwiidh, bn n 
smnll opei ition nltcndcd with no pnin to the pci son, he lefixcs them 
so ns to he quite c\cn He hns likewise .i peculini method of setting 
iitificinl ones, so tint the pci son mnn tike them out nnd replace 
them themsehes, with the grt itesl e isc, fiom one to a whole set 

“He hns n method supciioi to most othei dentists, of fixing 
nilui il teeth upon the gums, xxhon thcic is not nnn root, in the 
most solid minnci, ind without gining the least pnin, they nre as 
useful ns natuinl teeth, aie set ncnl nnd icgulnr, nnd me nciy light 
in the mouth, then nlnnans rctnin then colour, aie more dm nblc thnn 
most othci nitificint teeth, nnd nern much nssisl conncrsntion The 
most niolcnt tooth-nch immedintcln c iscd lecth scnled nnd cleaned 
Deemed teeth stopt so ns to picnent them from nching, nvith 
either gold, oi lend If Ins ndnicc is properly follonned by the 
expel icnce he his oblnincd nnd from the mnnn enreful obsci nations 
he hns mndc, he llittcis himself nnith the hope of giving satisfaction 
to those, nnho nnill honor him nnith then commands 

B Enern operation perfoinicd on the most leasonnble terms, 
nnd teeth drnnnn gratis for the poor He mnj be spoke nnith at Mr 
J Manors, in Chestnut street, betnneen Front and Second Streets” 

Again on Febiuaiy 24, 1784, the same gentleman placed in the 
Pennsylvania Gazelle anothei notice in xndiich he added to Ins othei 
qualifications that he could fix “ohturatuies aitificial palate ” 

“The utility of the teeth, nnd the little care that is taken to 
preserve them, is remarkable The origin and formation of the 
teeth IS the nnork of nature, but their preservation depends generallj 
on the assistance of an experienced dentist, tho’ none of our 
members are of more utilitj% vet they are most neglected, wdiile 
nothing IS more agreeable than cleanliness, and principally that of 
the mouth It is xsell knoxvn unclcnnliness destroys them and gmes 
n disagreeable breath, on the other hand, the beauty of a fine set of 
teeth, wdien taken good care of, with the good effect of making the 
breath swmet nnd agreeable, must hane met everyone’s obser^atlon, 
all which may be attained with a little trouble, every morning 
cleansing them with proper remedies and a little milk-wmrm xvater, 
which I recommend In the meantime it xvill be necessary for 
persons who have scales on their teeth, to han e them cleaned by 
an experienced dentist The following are the proper i eniedies for 
cleaning, xvhitening, and preserxing them, viz 
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“A box of tooth powdei 5s A pot of dtntifiicc opi itc Os A pot 
of dentifiicc antiscorbutic opiate 12 s Soinciainc ssatcr for the 
abose use, piescnting iinn\ disorders in the nioutli, 15 s Dragon 
root, a piece 2/G Nes\ inscnted tooth liiiish 2/G A phial with a 
composition for easing the toothache 7/G ” 

Fioni Septembei 2Q, 1784 unlil Maicli 1785, tlicic appeared in the 
Independent Journal, New York, an advci liscmenl which is reproduced 
in Fig 20 


W 


N 


D. 


■p'RONT TEETH, for which 
^ T'vo Gaineaj a pic^c will be given. 
Of ] RRO'.VNE, Surgeon and Dcntift, 
Jno 6, Naffiiu-Strcet 

Sept, 2Q, J784. 67 


Fig 20 — An adsertisenicnl of n prncticnIR unknown clcnli‘<l, J Browne 
hase his name appear in the AVir 1 orA CiM Director} , 1786 


The first to 


In the same newspapei fiom Tiilv 1 to Novemlier 10, 1785, Biowne 
again brought to the public’s attention that be bad “iemo\cd a few 
miles fiom this City, foi the Summei, but ^Mll be m To%\n c^e^y Wednes- 
day, at his Room, No 0, Little Queen-Slicct, next door to Colonel Burr, 
with whom letteis may lie lelt, xshich will be punctually attended to 

Wanted, FRONT TEETH, foi \shich Two Guineas a piece will be 
given — Apply every Wednesday ” 

The New York City Directory foi 1786 listed him as its only dentist, 
giving the same addiess 

About this time theie w’as a Philip Clumberg, baibei and tooth- 
diawer, w'^ho lesided on Aich Sheet betw-een Second and Thud Streets 
in Philadelphia He w-^as the cause of much misfoitune to his patients 
On Octobei 15, 1784 in the Freemans Journal there appealed the fol- 
lowung notice 

“Let me seriously adMse lou to lav aside the performance (if 
50 U so call it) Of tooth drawing, as ^oii ha\e this dav done me great 
injury in your attempt, or I would say barbarous and Molcnt exertion 
Indeed the consequences of the fracture jou ha\e produced in mv 
jaw' and the quantitj of Gums and flesh torn awa-\ b-\ jour instrument 
and fingers is not and wnll not be known for some da^s Dr Baker 
has just left me, after extracting the splinters of bone jou occasioned 
I expect e^erJ^ moment to spit out the tw'o sound teeth jmu ha^e 
displaced 

Yours, etc , 

John Felsted, 

The corner of Third and Vine streets ” 

Occasionall}’^ w^e find an individual wulh a keen sense of humor, 
even under trjnng circumstances, as may be seen by the notice, repro- 
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duccd in Fig 21, which appealed in tlie Peimsijlvania Journal and 
Wcchhj \dvcrli\Li, Noxcnihci 178‘], cMdcnllj intended foi this same 
Chnnbeig 


On TOOTH DRAWING. 

AddrdTed to a ccr,aui BARBEP, m Arch frit! 

I r the tooth complained ot is a found onc.and very hrm iil 
the focket, by jU meauj the removal of it, and to 

make fure of the half dollar, tell the patient you only mean to 
try if It IS loofc, and inftantly tear it out 

Aiwa) s drasv a foun J tooth to cure a pain in the jaw, as the 
lofs of a found front tooth is attended with neither incon- 
vcnicnec nor dcformit) 

When )ou are dctermintd o pull out a tooth, it is by no 
meant nec-ITarj to feparate the gum from the tooth, by an 
inllrument called a fcariGcator, betV-re )ou appl) the lever 
Should the tooth lie fituatedhii li two other, it will be per- 
fefll) well done to drag it fofjmid, through a fmalkr fpauC 
than the bod) of the tooth, as there will be no rilk of diflodg- 
ing the forenioft teetli, nor tearing assay the gums and fockets 
of the adjacent 

When )ou fraflurc ajass by attending to theh: rules, it ssill 
not be at all cruel or bjrbitjus, to tssift and jerk asvay svi.h 
jour fingers the unfortunate tooth, haiigtr„ by no Sing more 
than Iplii tcred bone, gums and flelh of the lio 

The ssholc art of tooth elrasving eonfifts m a llrong am and 
a flout piece of roA) iron 

It IS very prudent sshen you base broke as/ay nn mib fquate 
of thcjasvboiie o coii-cal it in your haiidkercbief, and make 
a precipitate retreat from the fuflerers apartment, and sshen 
you are aecufed by ont oi t of tm ' rj of han ig done mifehief, 
vindicate yotirfelf ssitli the proffered affiAipee oi a moA mfg- 
nificant animal, by li s, iiifolcncc, and a pit ‘ul attenpt .c 
as It 

Vine Aieet 5 

Fig 21 — An unusuni adscrtiscnicnt appearing in n Philadelphia paper for 1784 by one 
as ho had had an unfortunate experience rendered by the barber, Philip Clumberg 
Pennsylvania Journal and Weekly Advertiser, Nosember 6, 10, 13, 1784 

Beginning in the Freeman’s Journal (Philadelphia) of August 11, 
1784, and continuing until 1800, there appeared a long series of news- 
paper notices bj' Andrew Spence, Dentist, from London 

“Dentist from London being just arrived in this city, a,vhere he 
proposes to folloav his profession, begs leave to inform the public 
that he flatters himself he will giae general satisfaction to the citizens 
of Philadelphia, as he had the adaantage of being educated under the 
tuition of Dr Thomas Richard Spence, Dentist, to his Britannic 
Majesty, whose extraordinary skill is so well known in the xvorld ” 

In the Pennsylvania Journal December 11, 1784, he stated 

“Dr Andrew Spence, educated under his uncle, the late Dr 
Thomas Spence, Dentist to his Britannic Majesty, continues to exer- 
cise all the branches of the Profession of a Dentist ” 

On October 31 and Novembei 14, 1785, in the Boston Gazette, 
Spence “begs leave to inform the public, that he is airix’^ed in Boston, 
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and peifoims cvciy opciation lelaliiig lo the TEETH such as Cleansing, 
Exti acting, Pivoting, etc” 

He letmncd to Philadelphia the fust of the yeai (Pennsylvania 
Journal, Janiiaiy 7, 1786) and icsidcd on Fouith Sticet In the Federal 
Gazette foi Decembci 15, 1760, he announces his removal to 120 Second 
Sheet, A\heie he continued to live dining 1761 (November 2) and 1792 
(Septembei 3), m fact, up to 1768 The Gazette of the United States, 
Seiitembei 4, 1768, and August 28, 1799, show him piacticmg in St 
Andiew’s Squaie Each of these notices meielj’^ called attention to the 
change of addiess 

He appaientl}’^ established a clientele among the foiemost people of 
Philadelphia as well as within the medical field, ]udged by the leinaiks 
of Benjamin Rush upon his death At times, Spence looked aftei the 
teeth of Washingtons family, foi in the lattei’s account hook undei the 
date of Maich 17, 1795, theie is the following entiy “Paid Di Spence 
foi attending jMiss Custis and foi tooth powdci ” 

Again anothei, dated June 6, 1766, “Paid Di Spence for cleaning 
teeth ” 
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Fig 22 — Receipted bill signed bj Andrew Spence of PhiHdeIpbia (Courtesj of the 

Aeia YorA Academj of Medicine ) 


The statement, lepiodiiced in Fig 22, for piotessional sei vices 
lendeied fiom filaj'^ 17, 1799, to Febiiiaij'^ 20, 1800, foi Mi T Meiiidatli 
IS of gieat mteiest, foi it is laie that one is fortunate enough to secure 



COLONIAL PERIOD 


55 


any of the caily at the same lime it enables us to piesent his 

signatine 

Accoiding to the Philadelphia Ditccloiij foi IVOO, Spence was then 
located at 120 South Second Sliccl lie died in that city In the office 
of Recoidci of Wills Cilv Hall, Philadelphia, Iheie is a copy of his 
last Will, dated Oclohci 9 1805, malving his helo^cd ^Mfe, Maij Spence, 
sole E\ccutii\ and guaidian of the childien, with piovisions foi then 
education 

Gcoige L Parmele in his One Hiimhecl Yeaii of Denial and Oral 
Siitgery (Hailfoid 1892) Aviiles “A Di Spence is mentioned as having 
had some insliuction fiom Le iMaii [Lc Mayeiii] and piacticmg in Phila- 
delphia somewlieic about 1790 ” This Mill he discussed under Le iMayeur 
as being impiohahle 

In No\emhei of 1785 John Greenwood letnined to Ne\v Yoik City 
and began to plaj an impoilant lole in duecting the path which 
dentistiy M’as to take His life and activities M’lll he described latei 
A shaiii conliast to the M’oik of John Gieenwood may he ohseived in 
the technique claimed hj John Salse in the following notice, Inde- 
pendent Joiinial, Noveinhei 9, 1785, and again June 25, 1787, New York 
Journal Weekly Register 

“TOOTH-ACH 

JOHN SALSE, from Canada, cures the TOOTH-ACHE almost 
instantaneously, %\ithout Instrumental Operation, or any pain to the 
Patient, onlv with a toucli of the Finger, a method he acquired ^\hl]st 
among the Indians He maj' be spoke aMth at his lodgings at No 51 
Chatham street ” 

Toavards the end of iMay, 1786, in the Ship Edward, under Captain 
Coupai, theie ariived in New' Y^oik a Mi Baitholomeav Ruspini, the 
son of Chevalier Ruspini, Suigeon Dentist of Pall-Mall, London, avlio 
“having been regularly instructed in his Father’s profession by the 
first Practitioners of London and Pans, ofTeis his services to the Public, 
and may be consulted at No 34, Hanover Sqiiaie ” 

On May 31 the Independent Journal says “he is likely to prove a 
great acquisition to this country, from his knowledge and personal 
abilities in that useful Profession” He adaertised his Dentifrices, 
Po\vder and Tinctures, as M'ell as his Styptic Solution 

According to the above journal of June 21 “This daj^ is published 
by Mr Rivington and Mess Beriy and Rogers, The Eighth Edition of 
‘A Treatise on the Teeth’ adapted to eveij capacity, hj*^ Mi Ruspini” 
This IS apparently incorrect as the eighth edition did not appear in 
London until 1797, avhile so far no copy of the American edition has 
been located (Fig 23) 
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Fig 23 — Mr Ruspim’s announcement of Ins father’s Treatise on the Teeth, 8tli edition 

Independent Journal, June 21, 1786 

About Septembei (same Journal, 13) he removed to No 4 Crown 
Street, near Boadwa^'', and pioposed going South in Novembei, to remain 
until spring 

Ruspini evidentl}’^ returned to New York on January 25, 1787, for 
the N^eiv York Journal Weekly offered the infoimation that he, “finding 
his engagements ahioad in the morning aie attended with veij’ great 
inconvenience, hegs leave to infoim his fiiends and the public in 
geneial that for the future he means to attend at his rooms. No 42 
Hanover Square fiom seven o’clock m the morning till twelve o’clock 
noon” How long he lemained heie is uncertain because later we find 
him m London 

John Brenon from Dublin announced on July 18, 1787 {New York 
Daily Advertiser) a “surprising perfoimance of slack wiie and 
dexterity of hand” and finished the advei tisement by saying “Said 
Brenon cuies the Tooth ache without drawing — No Cuie no Pay For 
the Pool Gratis ” 
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In Ballinioic, jMi Jeanin, a dcnlisl fioin Fiance, inseiled an advei- 
tiscmenl in (lie Man/land Joiiinal oiul the BaHimoic Advertiser, March 
6 and 9, 1787 

T^^o jcais lalei Claik Greenwood began lo piaclice in New Yoik, 
fiist with his Inolhei, Tohn, and then inleimitlcntly hj" himself, while 
on Maj a 1789, Riclnid Coil [lanjd Skinner Avas al Avoik in Phila- 
delphia A inoie lenglliA sketch of both of then caieeis AVill be found 
111 anothei chaplei as well as consideialion of William Pitt Greemvood, 
who 111 1790 was located m Salem, Mass 

In 1790, (Maryland Journal, etc, July 27), thcie w'as m Baltimoie 
a plnsician and suigeon, named James Morril of Swnlzeiland, wdiose 
notice lead “cleans teeth and has an excellent dentifiice ” while 
m Philadelphia, lames Molan (Federal Gazette) a hleedei, stated on 
Febiiiaiy 10, 1791, and NoAemhei 12, 1792, that he w^as also a suigeon- 
denlisl He again appealed in pi ml on August 2, 1796, in the same 
louinal, “liaAung icluined fioni Msilmg the pimcipal islands m the 
West Indies” On Septeinhei 23, 1791, Moiiil w'ent to Baltimoie 
(Maryland Toiirnal) “intending to leside theie W’lth his family” and 
piomised “that he could pioduce salisfacloiy testimonial of his ability” 

Duimg the same month, m the same new'spaper (September 27) 
Isaac Bassett, a dentist “having piacticed m this Towm” took that method 
to “thank his tiiends and the public m general foi the favois he has 
lecencd” This advei tisement w'as lepeated on April 10, August 17 and 
24, and Seiitemhei 7 and 18, 1792 

On Apiil 5, 1793, (Maryland Journal, etc ), although he still claimed 
to he a dentist, he had diopped the dental advertisement and said only 
“Cancel cuied ” Bassett continued to piactice m Baltimoie up to about 
1808 In the meantime Ave find that m the Maryland Journal, NoA^ember 
4, 1797, shortly aftei Thomas Bruff patented his “tooth extiactoi,” Bassett 
informs the public that he has purchased the right foi extracting teeth 
“peipendiculai” m Baltimore and suburbs In the General Advertiser 
of Philadelphia from August 2 to Septembei 18, 1793, a Mi Liber, 
another French “Chiiiiigeon-dentist” announces himself He remained 
in that city, accoidmg to the Directory, until 1799 

Of all the men Ave haA^e so far considered, none proA'e as interesting 
oi as coloiful as oiii next, Chailes EdAvaid Whitlock, at times also 
knoAvn as Whitelock Befoie considering his place m dentistry, let us 
lead of his life as an actoi, for like other dental pi actitioners of that 
same period, he became famous for his peiformances on the stage 
Whitlock belonged to that dental group of eaily actors such as Jean 
Baptiste, the son of Pieiie Fau chard, AAdiose name is moie Avidelj’’ known 
(as “de Giandmesnil”) in Fiance than that of his famous fathei , another 
being Fiancois J Talma, the famous Fiench tiagedian of his da}' 
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Whitlock’s inlioduction to Amciica was somewhat mfoimal 
“Extract of i letter fiom a very respectable gentleman at 
Annapolis, to his fiiend in this Citi, dated 20tli laniiarj 

‘Since YOU left us ^\e Inne Ind an opportunitj of seeing all 
the qualities of Wignell’s compans flies base afforded us much 
satisfaction, and I have no doubt tticv smU do the same at Phila- 
delphia, for which place, tliev aie on the point of departing 

‘Seseral of the gentlemen aie good scholars, and appear ssell 
hied Mi Whitlock, is much of a gentleman, and a veis just Actor 
he IS besides a complete Dentist, sshicli he practiced in England 
mans sears — I have seen mans of his operations, ssdiich he performs 
ssuth a delicate hand and much judgment— -and as he means to 
pursue that business in Philadelphia, I hope he ssill meet ssith 
encouragement, as he appears a serj svorths' character’ ’’ 

Gazette of the United States (Philadelphia) Fehruarj' 1, 1794 

Mr and Mis Charles Edss^aid Whitlock ss'eie among the company 
engaged hj”^ Wignell when he opened his nesv theatie m Philadelphia 
The lady ss^as a sistei of Mis Siddons, the famous English and Ameiican 
actress and a daughtei of Rogei Kemble Mi Whitlock, past the meiid- 
lan of life, is desciihed as being “in appeal ance and mannei eveiy inch 
a gentleman”-® He occasionally’^ poitiay’ed comic chaiacteis hut met 
with moie success in playing the paits of fathers, seiious and tiagic He 
had been long on the English provincial stage, and was a partnei in 
management with the afteiwaids famous Munden who at that time 
was on what is called the ciicuit of the noithern towns in England To 
this tioop belonged Hodgkinson, so celehiated m the eauy’ theatrical 
annals of Ameiica In the summei of 1796 Whitlock with his wife 
perfoimed in Boston at the Fedeial Street Theatie They’ afteiwaids 
went to Chaileston, SC, New Yoik City’, and again in the autumn of 
1798 leturned to Boston in Hodgkmson’s tioop Taking ovei the man- 
agement of the Boston Theatie, Whitlock opened it on Octohei 27, 1800, 
but after a loss of $4,000 relinguished the business Dining the winter 
of 1802 we find him and him wife perfoiming in New Yoik and the 
next y’eai in Charleston, S C Subsequently’ he “leturned home (Eng- 
land) with his talented wife, and passed the evening of his life m 
quiet competency’, moie owing to the energy’ of her chaiactei than his 
own 

While perfoiming, it appeals he continued to practice his pio- 
fession, first in 1793 in Annapolis and then m the various cities, as above 
mentioned In the Auiora (Philadelphia) of Decembei 14, and m 
General Advertiser the 13th, 1794, theie appeared this notice 

“Whitlock, Dentist, No 103 Mulberry, near Third-street, respect- 
fully informs the ladies and Gentlemen of Philadelphia and its 
environs that lie continues to perform every operation on the teeth 
vith the utmost care and attention, thus publicklj pays his grateful 
acknowledgments for the aerj great encouragement he has already 
recel^ ed, and hopes for a continuance of their fa^ ours 
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“A pntccl of ktlcis mcl olhci pnpeis, nddicsscd to Mr Whitlock, 

^^clc lost ihout seicn ssclKs ^go ^\lthIIl the citv He ^vill consider 
himself iei\ niucli obliged to unonc s\ho s\ill forwnid them to him, 

01 smU cheeifulh pas a handsome gntiutv, if it will be accepted 
Ihev can be of no use to anj hut himself ” 

In the Federal InleUiqence and Ballimoie Daily Gazette there 
appealed on August 15, 1705, an adveitisement written entirely in 
Fieneh, of svliieh an Englisli tianslation is to he found in the Baltimore 
Telegi aplie foi Octohei 21, 1705 Whitlock 

“Rcspcctfiilh infoims the I idiLs and (icntlcmcn of Baltimore and its 
Mcinitv that he continues to pcrfoi in all operations on the Teeth - 
Supplies the deficiencies of natiiie with Aitificial or Real Teeth, in all 
the saiious modes of fixing Cleans, Files, regulates, extracts, and 
fills decased Teeth with gold oi lead, Ac Ac He waits upon Ladies 
Gentlemen at then houses Foi the information of those x\ho mean 
to honour him he has affixed his chaigc of common operations wntliin 
the Toxsn and Point 

Dollars 


Scaling and Cleaning 5 

Artificial Teeth, with En nncl, pei tooth 5 

Do in Gold sockets or screws 7 

Natural Teeth with ligatures 7 

Do on Gold I\or^ sockets, or Gold screw's 10 

Filing and Cutting awa> dccas 1 

Filling with gold 2 

Do with Lead 2 

Extracting (to the families xvho employ him 

as Dentist) 1 

Do where not emplo^ed 2 

Tooth Powder of his own preparing 1 

Brushes, best London Manufacture 25 cents 


Regulating, etc , according to the operation ” 

This same announcement again appeared on July 28, 1796, in the 
above-mentioned Baltimoie newspaper, and repeated in Philadelphia, 
dated June 14, 1797 {Federal Gazette) From the abox'e announcement 
we find that he was a practitioner of more than average abilitj', per- 
forming all of the sei vices then constituting the practice of dentistry, 
even the regulating of teeth His scale of prices is indeed interesting 
In Philadelphia, Whitlock tieated his patients “at 68 North 8th Street, 
next to the Black Hoise Tax'ein, on the Frankford Road” 

On July 19, 1798 (Federat Gazette) “he informs his fiiends and 
the public that he continues to exercise the above (dentist) profession 
m all its branches and that the three storj' brick house is to let 
immediate possession may be had ” Whitlock must have left Phila- 
delphia then, and we next find him in Boston, for in the Columbian 
Centinel of April 4, 1799, there appeared 

“Chas Edw'ard Whitlock, dentist, respectfully acquaints the 
public that his engagement at the theatre having expired, he is now' 
at liberty to olTer his services in the aboie profession, to x%hich he 
has been regularly bred, he w’lll be happy to receiie their commands 
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duung his short stiy in town, at 51 Mailboio sticet Mi Whitlock 
hopes those ladies and gentlenicn, who have already honored him, 
will pardon his seeming neglect of then commands, as sickness, 
severe weathei and necessary attention to the theatre liaie precluded 
eveiy possibility of attendance” 

We find that Whitlock was still in iiiactice and peifoiming in 
Baltimore in 1802 (Republican or Anli-Democrat Apiil 26) In a foot- 
note he leniaiks that he would piefei attending Ladies and Gentlemen 
at then own houses oi lodgings and a “note oi message, at ]\Ii Hanna’s 
No 3 South Gay Stieet, oi at the Box office of the New-Tlieatre” would 
reach him 

Hoiace H Haj’^den (1769-181-1) said of him “ ‘Di Whitlock,’ or 
as so often spelt Whitelock’ was a gentleman of polite addiess and 
accomplished mannei He must have built up a laige piactice among 
the elite of Philadelphia and elsewheie, foi among his patients weie 
some of Washington’s own family In the Historical Society of Pennsyl- 
vania theie aie the account hooks of Washington foi 1794 to Maich 25, 
1797, in which one finds the following entiy 

August 26, 1794 — Paid IM Whitlock foi filing Mis E Custis’ 

teeth $12 00 

On Apiil 17, 1799, the following lettei vas sent to iMi Whitelock 

“Mrs Washington vill be much obliged to Mi ^^hltelock to 
make for hei a set of teeth — to make hei something bigger and 
thicker in the fiont and a some matter longer 

“She vill be aeij" glad if he will do them soon, as those she has 
it almost broak [sic] ” (See Fig 128 ) 

This was the same peiiod duiing which IMis Washington was 
awaiting Fendall’s dentine, and as Whitlock was in Boston at the time, 
hei lequest could not he gi anted Foi that leason, we aie inclined to 
believe, she might ha^e visited John Gieenwood in New Yoik This 
will be explained at the end of Chaptei XVI 

An unusual and inteiestmg dental notice is to he found in the 
Philadelphia Geneial Advertiser foi 1791 inseited by a Louis Perry, 
Suigeon and Dentist So fai it has not heietofoie appealed in oiu 
hteratuie, a fact indeed stiange, foi with the qualifications and 
expel lence mentioned he should have been one of the outstanding 
piactitioneis of the peiiod Yet all we have been able to asceitaiii 
about him is that foi thiee months, Julj’^ to Octobei, he lesided at 35 
South Fiont Stieet, Philadelphia 

Peiij", pievious to his aiiival in Philadelphia, piacticed “m 
difleient paits of Em ope” wheie he “acquiied an extensive knowledge 
of both piofessions” Pie mentions that “he had lesided upwaids of 
ten 3’^eais” in Poitugal and theie had “acquiie (d) fiom the Royal 
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Pioloiucdical Boaicl, a ceilificale of Ins iJiofessional abilities with 
full libcih to piacticc the same in all then blanches” “He engages 
piincipalh to atloid even assistance in the Dentistical waj%” by 
“e\li acting tlie taitai wbicli sepaiales the gums fioiii the teeth 
fastening in the gums such teetli as might have become loose 
and concludes vith “the pool mil he assisted giatis ” 

Anotliei Fiencimian, Fiedeiick Raymond, used the Maryland 
Toarnal, etc , heginnmg with Julj 10 up to Septembei 18, 1792, to 
announce that he “a gicge auv piincipales Facultes de Medecin et de 
Chiiuigie dEuiope, alll^e dcpuis pen de L’Isle St Dommgiie,” and 
had the honoi of offeiing Ins sei vices as a “Dentiste” and “Oculiste” to 
the public of Baltimoie Raj’iiiond’s ad\eitisement appeals fiist in 
Flench, then undcinealh is tiansciihed into English On August 10 it 
appealed m Fiench August 21 in English, and on August 24, the adver- 
tisement vas Bassett’s, August 31 was Ra}mond’s in English, September 
7 Bassett’s, 11 page 1, Col 2, Rajmond’s in English, below that of 
Bassett’s He had assigned a gieatei space than the othei and probably 
vas gnen a piefeiahle place in the papei 

In Septembei of 1793 we again find Roheit Wooffendale had 
letiuned fiom London, and enteied into the general piactice of den- 
tist! y 111 New Yoik, aftei an absence of twenty-five years He retired 
m 1797, leaMiig Ins piactice to Ins son, John, and died in 1828 

Accoiding to the Fedeial Gazelle of Januaiy 7, 1794, Lewis Gilliams, 
a dentist, was located at No 26 Aich-Stieet, Philadelphia, “who from 
expeiience and gieat success in piactice in diffeient capitals of Europe 
and Ameiica, had acquned an evtensive knowledge in the most useful 
opeiations on the human teeth and gums” Apparently he had been 
piacticing in tins countiy piioi to this announcement That he must 
have built a successful piactice is evident, foi Ins name continued to 
appeal in the Philadelphia Diiectoiy until 1818, a peiiod of some 
twenty-five yeais Upon Ins letirement his son, Jacob, took over at the 
same addiess, 35 Aich Sheet 

In the same citj", beginning with a notice on Maich 5, 1794 {Federal 
Gazette), we find mention of anothei Fiench dentist, a Le Breton, who 
evidently had piacticed in Ameiica at an earlier date Breton states 
that he had been “a pupil of M Lassecteur phj'sician from Pans, and 
M Dubois, suigeon-dentist and foimeilj" dentist to the King and Roj^al 
family of Fiance, a member of the College and Academy of Surgeons 
of Pans” He must have piacticed in Philadelphia before that date 
foi he continued 

[he] “would concei-\e himself unworthy of the confidence shewn 
him wdien he was last in this clt^, if he did not giie public notice of 
his return from France and again offer his services E\ery da>, from 
half after seien till half after eight in the morning he is ready to 
gne his adMce and assistance to the poor, gtatis 
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“He has to dispose of everything which relates to the teeth, 
teeth of a niinenl composition, approx cd Iia the academies of Pans, 
and for wdiich Mr Dubois [de Chemant] obtained a p dent in 
England Natural teeth, perfectly beautiful, also artificial teeth, to 
■which M Le Breton gnes the enamel and polish necessary to imitate 
leal teeth He makes them in any number together, from one to a 
Avhole set He has for sale the best dentifiices, and approved elixers 
for cleansing, Avhitening and prescr\ing tbe teetb, also brushes, 
spunges, &.C &.c ” 

This adveitisement is highl}' impoitant, foi fiom it ive learn that 
“mineial teeth” made by Duhois [de Chemant] weie actually in use in 
this countij^ at a much earliei date than heietofore leported Though 
the statement of a new mineial composition foi teeth appears in many 
of the advei tisements, histoiians have discounted the fact because a 
satisfactoiy composition was not found until Fonzi’s in 1806 His advei- 
tisement again appealed on IMaj' 8, giving his address as 135 Chestnut 
above Fouith Street Othei notices weie jiuhlished {General Advertiser) 
on A'^ovemhei 7 and on Septembei 19, 1795 {Gazette of the United 
States) The Federal Gazette foi Septembei 3, 1798 announced Ins 
death 

Geoige Simiher and Philip Lazarus, Suigeons and Dentists, made 
the following announcement to the leadeis of the Philadelphia Federal 
Gazette Maich 23, 1796 

“Having entered into paitnership, beg ]ea^e to inform the public, 
that they -will undertake any cures coming under the notice of a 
surgeon, and they likewise offer their adMce and assistance in those 
disagreeable and obnoxious disorders incident to tint beautiful part 
of the human bodj , the mouth 

“1 They remove all damaged, broken and rotten teetb, -with 
the greatest expedition and w'lth very little pain 

“2 They put in artificial teeth of a newlj indented composition 
in lieu of those that are missing, singly as w'ell as -w hole row's These 
artificial teeth look exactlj like natural teeth, and are of equal use 
“3 They clean all black teeth, if ever so much affected and 
cosered wuth tartar, inside and outside, with a Aery delicate instru- 
ment, and giae them their glaze, without injuring them in the least 
“4 They hasc an excellent tincture foi the teeth, which not 
only preserses the gums, but likewise heals the same peifectly if 
attacked ba' the scutaa, or othei amsc injuied, and also fastens those 
teeth that may happen to loose 

“5 They base also another mixture, which in case of a 
mortification or gangrene, occasioned bA rotten teeth, pi events the 
further progress of this eAul It likeAAise takes aAAaj the disagreeable 
smell occasioned by holloxA' teeth, and frequenth' cures the most 
seAcre tooth-ach 

“6 An excellent poAA'der wdiicli cleans teeth in the neatest 
manner, and gives them their full glaze again 

“7 An opiate to preserAe the enamel of the teeth in its pristine 
beauty 
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“8 An intiscoibulic tincUnc foi dning up nil liUlc ulcers that 
ill fi cqucnth break out on the gums and lips 

“') Pei sons \Msbing to picser\e llollo^^ teeth, h^ burning them, 
and those afllicted ^Mlh fistul is and other disordeis incident to the 
teeth, ^^lll find assist nice ind enccluil relief hs apphing to them 

“\pph al No 207, Race oi Sassafi as sticct 

“N B Piopei diicclions will he gnen for the dilTeient tinctures 
foi the use llieieof 

“Messis Siiiiilici ind Li7uus [name cli inged later to Larin], 
inlending to lease the cits in about three ss'eeks’ time, those ladies 
and gentlemen ssho mas he in ssant of then assistance ssill be 
pleased to make earls applications ” 

Thes seem to liase disseised Ihe pailneiship, Similiei leaving 
Philadelphia and settling in Nesv Yoik, foi on August 8, though in 
Boston, the huh pendent Chronicle and the Universal Advertiser pre- 
sided the infoiination that he ssas established in Nesv York and 
intended to leside theie, aftei a staj' in Boston of three months Mean- 
ssdiile Lazaius lemamed in Philadelphia, disuding his time betsveen 
that citj' and Baltimoie 

Theie is anothei notice ot La/aius undei the name of Larus, dated 
Januaiy 11, 1797 (Federal Gazette) In Maj' (17th), 1798 he s'lsited 
Richmond, Va , and appaientls lemained theie, foi on Decembei 4, 
1805, the Virginia Gazette cairied an announcement of his mariiage 
to a i\Iiss Polly Fiasei of Nesv Kent County 

On iMaicli 22, 1796 the Baltimore Advertiser contained the follosv- 
ing notice 

“Dr Bezieis svho has practiced Ins profession for a number of 
years in Europe, and for some time past in conjunction ssith 
M Gardette, dentist, in Philadelphia, respectfully offers his sersices 
to the public in the several branches of the art of the Dentist ” 

On INIay 19 the Virginia Gazette and Petersburg Intelligence 
repeated this same notice, ssdiile the Charleston City Gazette Sz Adver- 
tiser foi Octobei 10 had an announcement of a Dr Bessieres, undoubt- 
edlj"^ that gentleman 

Meanssdiile, a Samuel H Flagg, dentist, (South Carolina Gazette, 
July 2, 1796) “informed the ladies and gentlemen of Charleston that 
he continues to piactice in the s'arious arts of his profession” A Mr 
Tessie, Suigeon and dentist was also m Charleston “plugging and 
cleaning teeth ” (City Gazette and Daily Advertiser, April 1, 1796) 

That an interest had already been created in the so-called dentistrj’^ 
can be judged when we find, as early as 1797, the granting of the first 
patent in the United States for an improvement in dentistr}*^ to Thomas 
Bruff, Senior, of Mar 5 dand (June 28) It is paiticularty curious as his 
name has never appeared in any of our numeious dental publications 



64 


HISTORY OF DENTISTRY IN AMERICA 


What IS even moie lemaikable is that he must have lieen a dentist of 
some abihtj^ foi James Gardette’s name appeals as one of the witnesses 
The patent was foi a “peipendiculai extiactoi ” Biiiff desciibes the 
patent as follows 

“This instrument has a double claw with a joint near the middle, 
and a spring to draw them together when set on a tooth It has a 
fulcrum -with two branches, one to ans^^el as a handle for the left 
hand to keep it on the adjacent teeth, the other liaiing a hook on 
the upper part of the end answeis as a guide and support, to the 
leier which passes through it thiough tlie staple at the extreme end 
and the point through the eye of the claM under the fulcrum is a 
crooked cap The Icier has a handle nearR like the common 
key Instrument It has a common blade near the exti cnie end to 
raise it perpendiculai from the fulcrum, xilien turned by the 
handle and by a tuin on the back of the blade brings out the 
tooth in a perpendicular direction ” 


T BEOFF Sr 
700TB EXTBACTOE 

P&tented Jane 28 1797 





Fig 24 — Patent number 245, the first to be issued to i dentist in this countrj Thomas 

Bruff, Sr , June 28, 1797 
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It would seem that BiufT had little confidence in the “extractor” 
foi as alieady i elated under Bassett he had sold the lights to its use 
in Baltimoie On INIaich 24, 1800 (Maryland Journal), he informs the 
public that all cases of exti acting, except that requiring the use of the 
patented forceps, “he is fully prepaied to peiform the operation with 
the gieatest caie” We wondei how many cases he found that would 
lequiie the use of his own invention for m a few issues of the Phila- 
delphia Aiiroia 1797 we find the following after desciihmg Ins services 
“Having obviated m a gieat degree the Perpendicular Instrument, he 
assuies those who have canons oi painful teeth, that the pain of this 
mode of extracting is not to be regarded by the most delicate 

pel son ” 

An mteiestmg combination of activities showing that even at this 
eaily date dentists were interested in more than their piofession, is 
to be found m Gieenleaf’s (New York) New Daily Advertiser of Febru- 
ary 27, 1798 

“To the Curious in General 

“Mr Child Surgeon Dentist, from London, has an excellent 
apparatus which has given satisfaction to many thousands of spec- 
tators It consists of two large Telescopes, one of 16 feet in length, 
and the other a large reflecting Telescope, made by the celebrated 
Mr Short These instruments will be exhibited for Planatary Observa- 
tions, by the great magnifying power they show the planets to be 
floating globes like our world, the land and water, whereby all the 
philosophers have gained their superior knowledge, plainly appear 

“Having prepared an observatory at his Porter-House, No 357, 

Water street, near the new slip, he will exhibit every night when the 
weather is clear, and has the pleasure to inform the public, that the 
much admired planet Jupiter, which by the learned is computed 
to a thousand times larger than our world, with his four moons or 
sattelites revolving around him, may be seen 

“N B Extracts decayed teeth and different stumps which many 
others of the profession have failed in, and artificial teeth, from one 
to an entire set, both for use and beauty, and all complaints in the 
teeth removed ” 

Godfiey Welser, Surgeon-Dentist and Bleeder, m the Federal 
Gazette, August 19, 1797, after enumerating the various fields m which 
he IS qualified, closed with the following certificate 

“This IS to certify, that Godfrey Welser has attended a regular 
course of our lectures on anatomy, surgery, Ac , with diligence and 
care 

Willnm Shippen, 

C Wister [Wistar] ” 

John Wooffendale, the eldest son of Robeit Wooffendale, returned 
from England with his mothei m September of 1793, but did not begin 



HISIORY OF DENTISTRY IN AMERICA 


bb 

piactice until his fallici leliied in 1707 We fiist heai of him in the 
Minerva and Mercantile Evening Advertiser foi IMaich 13, 1797 He 
resided then at 131 Peail Sheet and the advei tiseinent was scheduled 
to appeal on IMonday and Thuisda}' The notice was lepcated in the 
New York Commercial Advertiser foi Octohei 11, 1797 (Fig 25) and 
Febiuai}'^ 15, 1798 On May 3 


CT % — -lliri ft Iff ifn 

J. Woottcndale, 

DKttrisr, frttn Lotrott, 

R rSPEClfULlY iilofinilii (ricndi ai d h*pub 
lie, he e I tiQurt o perform exn^ op'rrtion on 
he leeih , a id fiom hit praUtec and raperieiice in hit 
oroIrfFon in London, he uriublrd to fav, m a maaner 
not to be furpafTed, if eq Jallril by any oth'r jwrfon ki 

Vtnertca for drlieaiy,nea(ncfa and permanrrev, Kc 
fiiteabrtificial teeth in, luperior to a y hr baa yet feen 
done to till country, and the inofl cniiniii rie lannot, 
10 moll c.fei, d 'cover natural Teeth fixed in by him, 
Ironi thofe |p 4 ein;;iB ihe he.d At many people have 
been deceiYCtf by iaife report!, refpefliuq hii feet, he 
beg! leave to iretilion, be charge* lot fixing m Teeth, 
from two to ten dollirt, each tooth, two doUara for 
cleentng the le<th,ard one dnllat for extraftms 

Htt ASftergtnl Lottes, fr r th* feurvey tk the gumi, 
nd htt D^ntrifice for u'qaotn* and prefeivipg the tetth, 
•nay be had at liia ludgin;*. No i3t, Pearl-nieet, two 
door* from the YewYo k ranV-, where alfo may |>« 
had, h't ISniibei fur the ceth ard >11 ni 
ac/rlrr lo. 'litcf dc Fri itn 


I 


I 


Fig 25 — From the A'eto York Commercial Advertiser, October 11, 1797, and February 

15, 1798 


“J ^Yoo^^end^le, 

DENTIST, from LONDON 

“RESPECTFULLY informs Ins friends and the public, lie con- 
tinues to perform evei y opei ation upon the TEETH, Ac He fi'ves in 
Natural and Artificial Teeth, from one to a complete set, without pain 
or inconi enience His abstergent lotion for the Scuri y in the gums, 
and his dentifrice for cleaning and prcseriing the teeth, may be had 
at his lodgings. No 131 Pearl street, two doois from the New York 
Bank, where also may be had Ins brushes for the teeth and gums 

“NB He has just receiied a supply of beautiful Natural Teeth” 

On Julj' 16, 1799, a third notice, leproduced in Fig 26, differed 
from the otheis 

John AA^ooffendale in Janiiaiy of 1807 maiiied Miss Catheiine 
Castelli, and in May he resided at 84 Bioadway He latei moved to 27 
Partition Sheet (Fulton) and the following year to 2 Courtland Street 
He was still in active practice in New York in 1850 
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J WOFIENDALE, 

DFNTrsr FROM LOSDON 
I I^fPRFSSED with a gratcfnl tcnic of Ihe’diilm- 
, f «ish(.d pro imincDce in the line of hit profcuion, 
he hat tcceived during hit retidcncc in thit city, re- 
turns hit tliankt to hit fnendt and the public at Itrgc 
for their kind patronage, and informt them be con 
linnet to perf mi rory operition relalnc to the 
Teeth, i.c — he likew sc fixet in natural ind artificial 
tecih, fro-n a tingle one to a compleat set, without 
pain or inronvcnienrc He recommcndi hit Ab- 
ttcrgint Lo’ioii, which hat ever been found a inost 
efficaciout remedy for the tcurvy in the gumt — and 
alio lilt dcntilricc, for Cleansing and preierving 
leetlu Both maybe h3d*athit Indgingi only, ho 
^ 154 llro idit'a) , near the corner of Liberty-itrect 
July 111 Im 


Fig 26 — Annouiicemenl of John Wooffendale, the son of Robert Wooffendale 
(Neic York) Commercial Adierttscr, July 16 1799 


In the Aurora of Philadelphia, Septemhei 5, 1797, theie is to he 
found the following 

“Mr Chauict, Surgeon Dentist from Pans, t\en kno^^n in that 
city as ^\ell as seieral large to\sns, particularly at Haire de Grace, 

^^here he has practiced for Ten Years, ^\lth the greatest success, 
offers his services to the inhabitants of this city He extracts decaj ed 
Teeth and Stumps, AMth the greatest ease, cleanses those that are 
sound, whitens and separates them, makes them eien and fills them 
He transplants Natural teeth or furnishes Artificial Ones, ^yhich are 
as useful as those ■which nature ga\e, are an exact imitation in point 
of colour and aie Incorruptible, and of course, xoid of all disagree- 
able smell He directs the growth of teeth in children, so as to secure 
to them a good set He prepares an Antiscorbutic Elixir, excellent as 
a preserxatixe of the teeth and gums, xxhich are kept bj the use of it 
fresh and clean He keeps excellent Teeth Powders, and Essences to 
calm the toothache He prepares a cosmetic known to be excellent to 
render the complexion fair, and free it from freckles and pimples, it 
also preserves the skin against chapping He has also made the 
diseases of the Eyes his particular study', has practiced in this line 
w'lth much success, and has excellent Specifics for them ” 

The next yeai there appealed in the Federal Gazette Fehiuar}' 9, 
1798, the names of Duvmer, “a suigeon of the facultj of Pans, [-who] 
has the honoi of offering his useful and necessar}' services to the public 
of Philadelphia,” and Dubuisson The lattei was in Boston in 1800, 
but 1 etui lied to the Quakei Cih wheie he -w'as still piacticing in 1818 

In 1802 in Baltimoie there xvas published the second tieatise hx a 
dentist in this countij', B T Longbothom It is unfoitunate that, except 
for infoiniation offeied in his book, no lecord of his life has been 
obtained othei than that he xvas “a pupil of Mi Whitexxood of London ’ 
xxdio hkexxase happened to he the pieceptoi to Mi John Waite, the father 
of iMr Geoige Waite 
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One can be ceitain, howevei, that he was in dental practice in 
Ameiica piioi to 1800, and though this histoiical presentation ceases 
with that date, we feel theiefoie that his woik should he pait of the 
peiiod How many dentists wcie hcie whose names never reached 
the newspapeis, one cannot say, hut theie is little doubt in our minds 
that theie weie otheis, and if they he judged by Longbothom’s writings, 
they were the equal of those so fai mentioned in this history 

Longbothom’s “Treatise on Dentistry” differed fiom Skinner’s pub- 
lished the pievious yeai, the lattci began his piactice in America in 
1788 and wrote his fust tieatise piioi to 1794, however, the work was 
not copyiighted until 1801, making it the fust dental book written 
and published here A moie detailed account will be found under 
Chapter XVI 


T R EAT I S E 


ON 


DENTISTRY 

EXPLAINING THE 

DISEASES 

OP THE 

TEETH JND 

•WITH THE MOST EFFECTUAI" MI ANS~Dl 
TENTION 

OF Mt’ 

D E N T I T'T 




WITH RULES TO BE OBSERTEO DURlKC THAT IHTER- 
ESTIHC PERIOD 


Br B T LONCBOTHOM svRceoH D*nrisr 


BALTIMORE 
Printed by PRENTISS and COLE 
i8oi 

Fig 27 — ^The second dentil book published in the United States B T Longbothoni 

While Longbothom’s woik was intended to educate the general 
public along oial hygiene principles, it was of even greater importance 
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to the dentists of that peiiod, and it conveys to us a rather general 
idea of the knowledge then possessed by those practicing dentistry in 
this countij" Fiom it and Skinnei’s Treatise, we can obseive accurately 
just how fai the piofession had piogiessed 

We intioduce the book, fust by an advei tisenient that appealed in 
the Federal Gazette and Baltimore Advertiser foi March 5, 1802 

“The nutlioi of the abo've treatise (B T Longbotham, Treatise 
on Dentistiy), encouraged bj the approbation he has received, and 
the adMce of manj medical and other respectable characters to -whom 
he has the honoi of being known, and who assured him such a work 
would meet general approbation and success, presumed thus to offer, 
vhat he trusts vill, by elucidating its practice, place the art he 
possesses on a moi e eligible footing than it has hitherto sustained — • 
the tooth-di aving mechanic and barber dentist has fatallj^ erected 
a standard whereby the ignorant form their notions, and unthink- 
ingly annex to tooth-draw ing and tooth-scraping all that is requisite 
to be knoivn, and although the avell informed are aivare that to 
preserve, regulate and reinoi e teeth, is of import and concern to 
almost eicry indnidual in existence — ^5et to trace their diseases, 
the cause of their deficiencies or the injury they do the sjstem by 
generating putrid niattei, has, it is presumed, formed no part of 
their consideration ” 

Longbothom, m his “Preface” begins 

“To point out an art useful to society, is a duty incumbent on 
eiery indnidual capable of so doing, and the only excuse probably 
for its omission, is wdien the misgning mind imbibes a fear, that it 
may be imputed solely to a motne of self-interest Under such an 
idea, nothing can tend iiioie to reconcile to us the bringing of it 
forward, than a persuasion that ave can coniince the public, the 
adiantages derived therefiom, ‘if not vvholly theirs’ are at least 
reciprocal, in this point of view, if we succeed, e\ery unpleasant 
sensation is removed — Impressed with such a hope, have I under- 
taken the follownng treatise, not that I am ambitious of being crowned 
by the applause of successful authorship, or set up for the smallest 
pretentions to literary fame, the experience I have obtained in my 
profession, communicated in a plain intelligible manner, is all I 
purpose, my readers therefore I hope wall rather attend to matter, 
than manner, and seeing its utility, not expect embellishments, of 
wdiich w^as I capable, I should not avail myself 

“In endea^orlng to perfect myself as a dentist, I ha\e employed 
some j'ears, and (if a liberal practice does not much mislead me) 

I may assert not unsuccessfully, but as eien in the most extensi\e 
field of practice, there will e\er remain a few, uninformed of the 
good effects wdiich experience has made knowm to others, I trust I 
shall not be condemned for attempting to raise in estimation, an 
art, more beneficial in this climate, than most others 

“Though the subject is in some measure new here, I vet hope 
for every reasonable indulgence, haaing recei\ed the general appro- 
bation of the most eminent professors in surgera and medicine, who 
ha\e not hesitated to assert its great utilita, and the proprieta of nij 
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tiealmcnt, which with that candour (the icsult of conscious 
integrity) Ins been laid open to the strictest iniestigation 

“The word Dentist, has been so infamoiisli) abused bij ignorant 
pretcndeis, and is in gencial so indif] ei enthj iindei stood, that I 
cannot foibcai giving what / conceive to be its oiiginal meaning, 
VIZ the piofcssion of one who iindct takes, and is capable not only of 
cleaning, exti acting, leplacmg bij ti ansplantation and making 
artificial teeth, but can also fiom his knowledge in Denlislig, 
preserve those that icmain in good condition, pi event in a very 
great dcgice, those that ate loose, or in a decayed stale, from being 
f Hither injiiied, and can giiaid against the several Diseases, to which 
the Teeth, Gums, and Month aie liable, a knowledge none but those 
regularly insti acted, and who have had a long, and extensive practice, 
can possibly attain, but which is absolutely ncccssaiy, to complete 
the chaiactei of a Siiigeon Dentist (Italics not in the original ) 

“Little it IS presumed, need be said to induce eierione to pai 
that attention to then teeth, 11111011 such useful oinanients require, 
particulailv that part of the creation, in iihoiii as a conteiiiporarj has 
obsened “Beauti appears to ha\e fixed ber peculiar feat,” I shall 
therefore iMthout enteiing into anatomical disquisitions or Latin 
phrases (mIiicIi I think more calculated for the faciiltj than the 
public) bneflv explain from x\ hence those complaints (so generalh 
incident to all), arise, and olTer what I eiei found to be a lasting, 
spetdv and effectual 1 emedi ” 

He continues 


“Of Iceth in Geneial” 

“GRINDERS Here then, until I again take it up in Dentition, 
shall I leaic the phisiologi of the teeth, promising as befoie hinted, 
that the intention of this is siniplv to lender the reader adequate to 
the comprehension of the practice hereafter laid doiin, and to judge 
the rationalitj’^ Mith which it is prescribed, had I eier met with 
anjdliing equallj diffuse in as small a compass and general use, 
assuredly I should neier haie made the attempt But let no one 
suppose for an instant, that I imagine xiliat I am herein about to 
communicate can tend to form a legular Surgeon Dentist, such a 
character i\ill find some useful hints, but to complete him, not 
anything can, but a steady attention to the anatomy of the parts, 
lectures thereupon fiom able piofessors, and an extensile practice 
laried bi continuance — A fen lears onh baie elapsed since 
Dentistry became a studi, much has been acquired, but moie also 
remains to be so, -with the adiantagcs of those befoie me, as uniiersal 
a connection with medical practitioners, or perhaps greater than 
anyone in the same line, was eier indulged with, aided by a long, 
and extensile practice, I am free to confess myself young in the 
profession, and readj to be instructed by am one, who can and imH 
so far honor me Nor am I as I before obseryed, induced to this 
little publication, but as an incumbent dutj and proof of my gratitude 
to the manj , who are endeared to me bj-^ a liberalitj experienced by 
no other dentist in the same island * 


• It IS necessarj to obsen e that the Author commenced this Publication for 
the Island of Jamaica nhere he practiced eight jears 



colonial' period 71 

What follows should piove of moie than passing inteiest, for it 
cleail}’^ dcmonsliates lhal theie Aveie diuing this peiiod eminently 
competent dentists, whose ethical standaids weie high, who had the 
inteiest of the patient at lieait, and who even at this eaily date 
endea^oled to piotect the public fioni siniilai abuses common to dental 
piactice as late as 1930 It is to Longbothom’s ciedit that he was able 
to lecognize what was tianspiiing and theiefoie endeavoied to wain 
the public against iiotentiall} dangeious, infeiioi, seciet foimulated 
pioducts and that most of the toothpowdeis and mouthwashes did not 
iiieiit the claims made foi them 

“IMPROPER APPLICATIONS 

“No dentist but rc^ lies these enemies to a good set of teeth, 
vhile those vho are possessed of them, from a worthy emulation 
applj too frequentlj to their aid I allude to those Mle nostrums, 
which under the title of ‘Dentifrices,’ arc to he found in ei ery quarter 
of the globe, and vhosc properties instead of answering the purposes 
promised, almost eier bung disappointment, not unfrequently 
attended bj the most dreadful consequences Will it not strike e%ery 
thinking person, that a liquid, or povder, containing acrimony in its 
composition sufficient to dissohe a concreted substance, like that on 
the teeth called taitar, ■will also destroy the enamel, vliicli, when 
eaen slightly injured, loo often exposes the teeth to premature decay 

“It ■would be needless almost to mention a more consincing 
proof, of the manner in vliich these nostrums act, than by reminding 
the consumer of the ner\ous sensation arising from their use, by 
setting (what is termed) the teeth on edge, or recalling to their 
view, the timidity vitli which they arc recommended esen by their 
inventors, whose very labels indicate their e\il tendency, bj' request- 
ing they may he used only so often, and directing that the mouth 
be immediately v ashed from any remaining particle 

“Powders of this injurious description mostlj^ consist of pumice 
stone, sandiaer glass gall, emera, alluni, vitriolated-tartar, cream of 
tartar, borax, salaimoniac, hole-armoniac unprepared, cuttle-fish- 
bone, calcined hartshorn, burnt bread, gum, myrrh, bark, tobacco 
ashes, and amrious othei things equally destructia e These are colored 
ba' rose-pink, sanguis draconis, cochineal, alkanet root, Ac , and their 
taste rendered deceptions by camphorated spirit 

“As a more faaourable opportunita maa' not offer for 1115 
ansavering a question, not unfrequentla asked me, aiz — when 
so strenuous an ada ocate against the use of poaa ders, opiates and 
lotions, I mj self, haa e them to dispose of I beg leaa e to repla , that 
to either, as they ought to be piepaied, I am not aaerse, aaere persons 
avho are in the habit of using these articles, acquainted aaith their 
composition, and perfect judges of their good or bad qualities, and 
goa'crned themselaes according^, or aaere they conaersant aaith the 
character of those aaho prepare and offer them for sale, and assured 
they merited the confidence reposed, I should no longer object to 
their use in moderation 
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“For my own it is a duty incumbent on me, and which I execute 
with pleasure, to say ’tis no such arcanum, it cures not so infallibly 
As reasonable would it be to expect, one medicine to cure the whole 
routine of animal disorders, as that one lotion or powder should the 
variety the mouth (the most delicate of the senses) is subject to I 
take upon me to aver no medicine is capable of so doing, nor is it 
compatible with common sense to expect it The best and greatest 
merit a dentist can claim, is, to keep his preparations as free from 
acrimonious mixtures as possible, and to offer no powder for sale, 
of a harder substance than the hody it is intended to remoie To be 
convinced how injurious such salines or acids are, let a tooth accus- 
tomed to be cleaned therewith, be Mewed through a microscope, 
when innumerable perforations will proclaim the depredations 
made 

“Would those who liaie an objection to peiniit a dentist to 
inspect their mouth, use only a brush from time to time, chosen for 
its hardness, it would often be attended with the happiest effect, and 
let all acids, alcalies, (SLc , be banished the toilet, as prejudicial in the 
extreme The brush should be used in a transierse direction (direct 
up and down), so as to carry with it the appearance of brushing the 
gums from the teeth, -which from then lascular nature, vill daily 
become more firm, and free fioni scorbutic affections” 

“ARTIFICIAL TEFTH” 

“These to have in perfection is business for a Dentist, but as 
many liaie succeeded in the attempt of making them, I know no 
objection to others giving it a trial, the best way to which is, impress- 
ing of wax, so as to form and fit the lacated space At first this vill 
carry an awkward appearance, but by repeated pairings become 
more shapeable and resembling the thing wanted, and may serve as 
a model, for 3 ourself to fashion one more substantial, to send to an 
operator or to wear temporar3'^ The loss of Teeth is not onR" a 
deforniitv to Mew, but detrimental to speech, and tho’ man3 to 
avoid the imputation of vanit3’^ decline the use of artificial ones, I am 
persuaded it can onR be adduced to not reflecting on their utiliR" 
Without insisting upon that happ3'^ expression of countenance which 
at all times renders us acceptable to our own species, and which is 
much promoted b3'^ the use of artificial Teeth The3’^ b3’^ pressure keep 
those on each side from approximating, as the3’^ also prevent that with 
which they come in contact, from leaiing its place, which from want 
of an opponent it often does Real Teeth placed on peiits or springs 
excell any other, but the most natural substitute, and which keeps its 
colour, IS the sea-horses Tooth, best and most innocentR'^ secured b3" 
silk twist, sea-weed or white thread x\axed Man3'^ use gold-wire, as 
I do likewise, but seldom, unless particularly requested Whole sets 
require springs of a peculiar foim, although I once saw a complete 
and entire set adhere soleR b>’^ suction ” 

It IS of inteiest to note that lieie is to be found the eaihest punted 
statement relating to the piinciple of atmospheiic piessuie in denture 
1 etention Until now the 1 emarks of Emile Gardette have usuallj’^ been 
cited in crediting his father as the discoveier of this idea He wntest 
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“ll IS i \\('1I nullu nlR'iIrd f,Rl llnl Mi Gaidollo successfully inain- 
1 lined s( Is nf nihlKiil let 111 fni (lie uppei piw. on llie inintiplcs of 
ilniosiduMu piessuie is eiiih .is 1800’ Is it iiossilile llial (lie case 
wliuli 1 oinjliollioni lel.des nin»lil li.ne luni (i.iidelti’s, oi ^\as il llie 
c ISO of inolliei 111 il liotli s'lw ' 

We li.iM ciUd nunieioiis insl.inccs of denonnci incnls .uid damage 
doiu lie llu (pi.ililiid pi ulilioneis hut none as scmic .is Loiigbolliom’s 
closing lein iiks 

'lo lliost woilln (i(n 0 (iiuii dl nnl(iu(ll\ noinciul lU d Oii.icK- 
Iloi tors I (Kith ill iwiii)^ n.iihiis \oslinni 'Min.iKtis, imd IliiU'iTnl 
Moimli h iiiKs 

I hid jiisl llnishid this luiitisc when I iiinxtd an iipplii dion 
lo lUind i lids whoso iiii))ii j iw hid hciii rniisidci ihh iiijiiicd hs 
OIK of till gri itist iiiipiiKs of whom soiii fi itciiiits r ill lio ist, iiid 
w IS thus riiiiiiidid of i diits wlmli h.is onh lost its wciftlit, I should 
prisiiim h\ till h 11 Km Mil iiiiiiiui in whiili it his hithorto hccii 
pi I formed M iiiv no doiiht uc tin jiiKis picditissois hive IciiHth- 
imd out hiiihs, iiid i oiispti nous iii. tin p ifti s w litre in kHrc 
would ipph , hut w iMiiK th it oi in\ othii illihti d ohsti s ation, 
without t\cn iirtmisiiif; to i fitntrous puhhi, tint whit siid lo jou 
ire hints lo thtm, oi \ul{,'ul\ ihtisitift niciils iiid inRcnuits, to which 
I am infinitih n dihtor, sutTcr mi in the l.iiiRinRt of ohliRalion to 
slate the Kindnesses neentd ind .icKiiowlcdRc with Rratiludc inciini- 
hcnl, the inform ilion sour desteiits and sKill lins on.ablcd me lo ac- 
ipiirc \ 11 ions ind inlelliRent has hten the piacticc sou liasc 
alTordtd, and id infinitum I hope ssill he sour l.ihours lo benefit 
socicts itiRtiurd lilt sill iniitndocs, tli it s oil breaK teeth, fraclure 
the 11 iris, i iiisi esfoh ilions, diiiRiioiis h itiiioi i IiiRes, deep se.aled 
abccsscs, or noss ind Ihtn a locKcd jiss, .as instanced by Doctor 
SKinnti, of Ntss '^orK, in his treatise, paRc I trust and belies e an 
cnliRlitencd tomiiiunils ssill pas no .allcntion Ihticto, but ssill permit 
sou lonR to reiRii the unmolcsftd pi itfiscrs of mischief thiough jour 
liscs. Rising to rtRul ir professois that Knossledge so neccssaiy to be 
obt lined, and sshitli denied In sou can piocccd from chance alone 
In short, lo real professors of the art, jou are of the same utility dead 
subjects arc to the anatomist, and iiiislaKcn is he ssdio secs you in any 
other light Malice and ensj in sain shall shoot their shafts, while 
oecononiu shall find the chaigcs .ire so model ate 

“M IS s oil pi ospci in s mil imderl ikings, and in ly j on nes er ssmnt 
a patient, until, bs' some unlucky svcll-meant, though misconceised 
jerk, Issusl, or olhcrssise injudicious accident, jou proclaim your 
operations not performed scciindiim artem ” 

Longbolhom appaienlly settled in Chaileston, South Carolina, 
where he was still m piactice in 1815 In Febiuaiy of that year he 
visited Lexington, Kentucky, according to the Kentucky Gazette 

“B T Longbothain, Surgeon Dentist, of Charleston, South Caro- 
lina, IS at Mr Postlcsvaite’s Preserves teeth by cleansing, or if re- 
quisite filing betsveen them, plugs those that are hollosv or decayed 
and so renders them lastingly useful Cures scurvy, extracts teeth 



74 


HISIORY OF DENIISTRY IN AMERICA 


that cannot be sa\ ed and when teeth are deficient, supplies them by 
real or artificial ” 

The following aie the names of a few of the practitioners who 
piacticed dentistij'^ in the Colonies, man)^ of whom were here earlier 
than the dates given 1800, Florence in Viigmia, Edwaid Baker, 
Philadelphia, Hailer, Philadelphia, Hoi ace Hayden, Baltimoie 1800, 
Hudson, Philadelphia, and Longbothom, Baltimoie 1804, J B Porter, 
Haitfoid 1805, William Bradley, Hailfoid, and T Parson, Boston, 
1802, and Baltimoie 1806, J and William Parkhurst, New Yoik, and 
John L Tellier, Baltimoie 1808, Sanders, Philadelphia, I J Comyn, 
Baltimoie, and Fay of New Yoik 

Thus we have lecoided the names and activities of oui pioneei 
dentists of the peiiod Theie aie a few, howevei, whose lecoid is 
moie detailed These will he consideied m individual chapteis While 
it might he fitting at this time to summaiize the peiiod, we have left 
this foi the end and included it m the Epilogue 
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CHAPTER IV 


JOHN BAKER. MD (1732’-1796) 

Pioneer American Colonial Dentist and 
Benefactor of Amencan Free Education 

C ONSIDER MiLL uiu('ilunl\ exists .is to the idiiititN of tlic indi- 
Mdu.il who (list lie^.m the jii icticc of denlistiv in Ainciica aflei 
T lines i\lills (.lines Rcadinpr .ind AViIh.nn Whitclircad Was it 
Tolni Baker oi Rohci t Wooffcndale'^ 

We li.ne the exact date of \\ ooffend.ile’s .nin.il ni New Yoik, 
Ocloliei 10 17()(i, and his fiist ad\ei tisement that of No\emhei 1.3, 17G6, 
in the \ni> 1 o/A RVeA/i/ loin mil ' (I'li; 0 ) 1 he (iist authentic infoima- 
tion lelatue to Tolin Bakei the caihest niedicalh-ti aincd dentist to 
piacticc dcntistiN in Aiiieiica, is Ins ad\ ci tisement, jnihlished in tlie 
Boston CvcniiK/ Post of Tanuai\ 22, 1707 (Fig 8), this announcement, 
we find IS two months aftci tint of Woollendale IIowe\ei, fiom tlie 
endence now at oui disiiosal and piesented m the following paiagiaph, 
we ha\e come to the conclusion that it was Bakei who fiist began the 
piactice of dentistiN in Amei ica, some jeais piioi to WooffendaleN 
ai 1 1 ^ al 

Just w'hcie and when Tohn Bakei was boin, still remains a mystery, 
Ihougli on Ins tombstone it states “m England” We bace leason to 
believe, how'evei, that he spent his youth in Coik, Ii eland, and from 
his will, w'e find that he came diiectly fiom Euiope to the Island of 
Jamaica and thence to Boston Fiom tins document and new'spaper 
advertisements one Icains that he must have practiced preMousty, and 
held piopeity m- “Gieat Biitain, Holland, Iieland, Fiance, Island of 
Jamaica and othei pimcipal places in Euiope” (Fig 30) 

In his first New York advei tisement. New York Weekly Journal, 
Apiil 28, 1768, Bakei claims “he has given sufficient proof of his 
superior judgment m this art, to the , also to upw^aid of two 

thousand peisons m the towm of Boston ” In oidei to have established 
such a large practice he surely must have been in Boston for a number 
of years prioi to that date, Apiil 1768, and that this was probably so, 
will be showm a little later 
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CHAPTER IV 


JOHN BAKER, MD (1732’-1796) 

Pioneer American Colonial Dentist and 
Benefactor of American Free Education 

C ONSIDERABLE unceilainty exists as to the identity of the indi- 
vidual who fiist began tlie piactice of dentistiy in America after 
James Mills, James Reading and William Whitebread Was it 
John Baker oi Robeit Wooffendale"^ 

We have the exact date of WoofTendale’s ai rival in New York, 
October 30, 1766, and his first adveitisement, that of November 13, 1766, 
in the New York Weekly Journal ^ (Fig 9 ) The fiist authentic informa- 
tion relative to John Bakei, the eaihest medicalh-tiained dentist to 
practice dentistry m Ameiica, is his adveitisement, published in the 
Boston Evening Post of Januaij'^ 22, 1767 (Fig 8), this announcement, 
we find, is two months aftei that of Wooffendale However, from the 
evidence now at oui disposal and piesented in the following paragiaph, 
we have come to the conclusion that it was Bakei who first began the 
piactice of dentistr}^ m Ameiica, some yeais prioi to WooffendaleL 
an ival 

Just where and when John Bakei was born, still remains a mystery, 
though on his tombstone it states “in England ” We have reason to 
believe, however, that he spent his youth m Cork, Ireland, and from 
his will, we find that he came duectly from Europe to the Island of 
Jamaica and thence to Boston Fiom this document and newspaper 
advertisements one learns that he must have practiced previouslj^ and 
held piopeity m- “Gieat Biitain, Holland, Ireland, Fiance, Island of 
Jamaica and other principal places m Europe ” (Fig 30) 

In his first New Yoik adveitisement. New York Weekly Journal, 
Apiil 28, 1768, Bakei claims “he has given sufficient proof of his 
superioi judgment m this ait, to the , also to upward of two 

thousand peisons m the town of Boston” In oidei to have established 
such a laige piactice he suiely must liaie been m Boston for a number 
of yeais prioi to that date, Apiil 1768, and that this was probablj so, 
will be shown a little latei 
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From Bakei’s first announcement he “begs leave to take this 
Method of infoiming the Public, That he shall leave this Place in 
Twenty Days at faithest,” thus again indicating that he had already 
established a practice in Boston He likewise desired to “express his 
giatitude for the Favois he has leceived and hopes that those who 
doubted of the Safety of his Ait, from its Novelty in this country, are 
now convinced of its Safety and Usefulness” This suiely implies that 
he was a pioneer in his profession in Boston 

In the Boston Gazette foi August 16, 1773, there appeared the 
notice which is leproduced in Fig 28 

I iijohSTba^Ts^^nS^ 

Charles Baker, late of Cove>Line, in Coik,in Irci 
1 lind, who airivtd in fi me Part of Amenct about lo' 

I Veart ago, tt alive, anJ will mike App icaiion to Mu < 

I Anne Haker, at Mra Smith a, in Rioad llieet, or Ko>' 
heit Alexander, and Co in New York, or Mr Jameij 
Waidcn, ol Ruitor, he will hear fviiT.ething much to hit 
Advantage, or i< any Pet fan can give Iniriligeice of, 
the Death of the flid John Baker, at ab ve dircflcd, it 
will be t hankfully receiv’d, and all Chargn paid 

MtMItlo’u.n, Ju t Jtn i7”i 

Fig 28 — Inquiry regarding a John Baker, Boston Gazette, August 16, 1773 


John Baker, 

Sutgeon DcoUll, 

.Depirts tins I own in Ten D<yj, 

IIP b'gs Leave to return the Public Ins finucreTbanks 
for tlie many ob'i^ii" hMvouri he hai received from 
them fince his Rcfilcnce la Dodoo , — Imprelfel with 
a gratcio' berfe of ilic- Nsticc taken of li iP l>c in 
t n jS rcij nil g to this Fqivb again, wheo, (hould he 
u fu uoatcly have frded of buccti, with any who 
have obliged him by their hmploy, he will gladly 
renew h s Operations gratis — He is rather iriclmed to 
raent on this, as he is fenlible the odl Lndeavours 
m-iy oficr pi'cte ineiTciflual, ftoni Inattention or 
NcglcR anj thatfioin thence the hlan and Ins Pro 
felTiintao are fictjjcntly broUj,ht into Difrepuie 
*,*■ llis Ocniilrtce with proper Dirftions for pre 
ferving the reeth and Gums is to be had at^Mrs 
LUi ns s near the Town Houfe at Half a Dollar 
a Pot — La.b Pot it ftalcd with h sCoat of Arms, as 


la t' c '!< t,in of the Jircflions, to picvent I raud 
April 23 1767 


Fig 29 — John Baker’s last notice in Boston April 23, 30, 1767 
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If these John Bakeis weie one and the same, this would indicate 
that Baker was in Boston at a much eailiei date than we have suspected, 
and as Bakei stated that he foimeilj’^ piacticed m Ireland, and as the 
time of his alll^al m this countrj' could ha^e been about the same 
date, this notice might be the basis foi fuithei leseaich, lather than 
a meie coincidence Infoimation from vaiioiis sources m Cork and 
othei jiaits of Ii eland has failed to help clear up this point It is of 
interest both for the manner m which he expresses his thanks to the 
public, and for the reason iriesented for failures he might have had 
He further promised to return for a subsequent visit, which he appar- 
entl}' nevei made (Fig 29 ) 

The career of John Baker, MD, is of interest and importance 
because it was from him that Paul Revere (See Chapter VI), the ver- 
satile Boston patriot, derived his knowledge of dental ait Fuitheimoie, 
there is a record that Isaac Greenwood, the ivoi\ -turner of Boston, also 
received such instruction from Baker (Page XX The Revolutionary 
Service of John Greenwood hj' Isaac J Greenwood, N Y 1926) There 
is ever} indication that Josiah Flagg, too, obtained his early dental 
knowledge from him (See Chapter XI, also Fendall, Chapter III) 
We thus find Baker lajing the foundation foi American dentistry, and 
he plajed a valuable part in establishing it 

According to a letter received from a Mi M Holland of Cork, 
Ireland, dated April 19, 1933, Cove-lane was an important locality in 
the City of Cork in the middle of the seventeenth and earlj’^ eighteenth 
centuries “Here resided ecclesiastics, ph 3 'sicians, la\%’y'eis, teachers and 
middle-class merchants, and in this vicinity were meeting houses used 
by scientific and literarj'^ associations, and a school of Anatamj!^ The 
principal Baker families m Cork”, he states, “belonged to the ‘Society 
of Friends,’ a sect that avoided public notoriety other than that associ- 
ated with cultural or humane welfare” If the Bakers lived m Cove- 
lane, it is reasonable to assume that young members of the famity 
could have availed themselves of the instruction provided the School 
of Anatomy in the same lane From Mr Holland we are likewise 
informed that among the students there was “a popular artist by the 
name of Corbet who gave up art and became a dentist, a profession 
practiced with success bj’^ several subsequent generations of the famity” 
Therefore it is possible that Dr Baker received his medical training 
at that institution 

Baker did not leave Boston within the time mentioned in this 
advertisement, for it was not until April of 1768 that he “departed this 
town” Evidently his practice flourished, and he ^\as kept busy with 
his professional duties, for this same advertisement continued to appear 
in the Massachusetts Gazette & Boston News Letter from Thiirsda}, 
January 22 to April 23, and in the Boston Evening Post for Februarj 2 
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On April 23 and 30, 1767 an announcement in the foimer news- 
paper warned that he pioposed “to depait within the next ten days” 

A yeai latei, in Apiil, 1768, (Fig 30), we find that Bakei actiiallj 
did leave Boston to undertake a A^eiy active piofessional life, first in 
New Yoik, then in Philadelphia, Viiginia, Maiyland, Rhode Island and 
othei places, until his final letuin to New Yoik in 1791 A fe\v niontlis 
latei, Decemhei 26, 1768, we aie informed hy Paul Reveie^ that he 
was cai lying on Bakei ’s piactice m Boston (Fig 10) 

JOHN JiAKliR, 

SU RG CON DENTIST ; 

PEGS lca\c to acquaint the gentry, 

I lia( he It now m New York, at Mr John Watfon », 
in the houfe wherein Capt Randall lately lived, at t' c cor- 
ner of I’carl ftrrct , and will wait on them oa receiving tliar 
cominanils — He cures the feurvy in the gums, be it ever fo 
bid , fiift cleans and fialcs the teeth from that eorrofivc lar- 
taroiis gritty fiibnaiicc, sshiclihindt rs the gums from growing, 
iiile<51t the breath, and is one of the principle caiifes of the 
feurvy, and (if not timely prevtnttd) cats away the gums ; 
fo that many people s teeth fall outfrcni lie fills up witJi 
lead or gol I thole tint irc hollow, (fo as to render them 
ufeful) and prevent tl e an gettin • into them, which aggra- 
vates the pain ile makes artifii lal teeth, and hies them 
with pure gold, fn that they ssiil renia n fafl for many years, 
and inav eat, elrink and llcep, with them in their mouths as 
natural ones, fiom whieh they ernnot be difcovercd by tlie 
fliarpefl eye lie difplices -teeth or flumps, alter the bcfl and 
eafiefl method, tic they ever fo deep funk into the focket of 
the gums He lias given folhcicn* proof of his fuperior judg- 
ment in this art, to the prineipal nol. Iiiy gentry, and other* 
of Great-Britaiii, Irantc, IrrlYnd and other principal Places 
in hurnpc , alfo to upwaiils of two ihoufaiid petfons lu the 
town uUBdfion 

ills Dentrific, with proper diredlions for preferring 
the leeih and gutvs, is toI«c Iiad at Ins lodgings 

N K Fash pot is ie sled with his coat of arms, as in lift 
margin of ihc diirdlmus, to present fraink aa 

Fig 30 — Baker’s arrival in New Yoik From the Neip York Weekly Journal, April 28, 

1768 


Baker’s first notice m New York {Journal Sz General Advertiser) 
began on April 28, 1768, and lan until August Thus his stay here 
was very brief In this advei tisement, hoYvevei, Baker shoYved that his 
ideas relating to the practice of dentistiy had progiessed considerably, 
for he now coveied a much gi eater field We find m it the first record 
of the use of gold for filling teeth in this countrj’, which antedates 
Flagg’s notice (Fig 74) hy some seventeen years Until now, Flagg 
has been given credit for this innovation Baker also lecognized peiio- 
dontal conditions as due to a “coriosive tartarous gutty substance, 
which hinders the gums from growing and is one of the causes, if Ihe 
teetli are not scaled, for the gums lecedmg and the teeth falling out 
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On July 7, 1768, in the New Yoik Journal & Geneial Advertiser, 
Bakei again notified the public of his intention to leave in about ten 
da^'S, and as no fuithei advei tisement apjieaied, he must liaAe left 
about that time 

Just wheie Baker spent the years between 1768 and 1771 cannot 
definitely be deteimmed Had he followed in the paths of his con- 
freies, Philadelphia and Baltimore would ha\e been the next logical 
stopping places befoie he moved on to Virginia Baker finally located 
in Vhlliamsbuig, Viigima, about 1771, for the Virginia Gazette of that 
yeai and of Januaiy 2, 1772, stated he “resided at Mr Maupm’s” Mr 
Gabriel IMaupin was the piopiietor of the Market Street Tavern, there- 
fore Baker’s “office” was within that building In 1773 he moved to 
the lesidence of Dr Archibald Blaii 

This advei tisement reads very much like his preMous one, except 
for the additional statement that he transplanted teeth, a method very 
common at that time He still continues to include that he had treated 
upward of 2,000 persons in New York and Boston, and as the number 
did not materially increase after he left Boston and New York, his 
practice fiom 1768 to 1772 was evidently small, perhaps because of 
illness 

We again find a notice m the Virginia Gazette about the 12th of 
August, 1772, and on Tanuarj'^ 14, 1773 he announces that he had “quite 
recovered from his late illness ” September 16 finds him in Annapolis, 
according to the Margland Gazette This is the advei tisement Benjamin 
Fendall copied veibatim as the first part of his August 15, 1776 adver- 
tisement (Fig 18 ) 


Geoige Washington and Wilham and John Baker 

Washington diaries, personal account books and ledgers have 
been of valuable assistance in tracing Baker’s activities, and help us 
to establish the fact that Washington employed the services of two 
dentists by the name of Baker, first a William, and later a John Baker 
Theie is some confusion as to the identity of the two The first definite 
reference to Washington’s dental troubles is the entry found in his 
Ledgei A, dated Novembei 25, 1755, “paid to William Bakei, £118 6” 
According to John C Fitzpatrick (1876-1940), “Washington paid a hat 
bill against Baker as a method of squaring Baker’s bill against him ” 
(See Chapter XVI ) 

Although Washington, in this entiy, spelled the full name of 
William, his othei entiies lefei only to “Di Baker — a dentist,” or — 
“suigeon dentist” There is an entr}' in V 2 p 59, of John C Fitzpat- 
iick’s Dianes of George Washington, 1925, undei the date of April 



82 


HISTORY OF DENTISTRY IN AMERICA 


•Ann«poli$, September 14, 1773, 
j Dji. baker, fnrgcoB dendft, from Williamfturg, 

, Virginia, 

B egs leave to inform the gentry, that he u now 
at Mrs. Mary Howard’s cofee-houfe, and will ' 
wait on them on receiving their commands; he' 
cuies the feurVy in the gums, beit'erer fo bad, 
£rft cleans and fcales the teeth from that corro&ve 
tarurous gritty fubftance whifb hinden tht gums 
from growing, inters the breath, and is one of the 
principal cautes of the fenry, which if not timely 
prevented cats away the gums, 'fo that many peoples 
teeth fall on* frefli , he prevents teeth from growing 
rotten, keeps fuch as are decayed fiom booming 
worfe, even to old age, makes the gums grow up - 
hrm to the teeth, ana renders thtm wnite and beau* 

, tttul, — he £IIs up with lead or gold thole that are 
I hollow, fo as to render them ufeful , it prevents the 
air from getting into them, which aggravates the 
, pain, he tranfplants natural teeth from one perfon 
to another, which will iie as firm in the jaw as if 
they originally grew there, without anv 1 gament , 
he makes and -fixes artificial teeth with the greateft 
exaflncE and nicety, without pain or the leaft incon- 
venience, fo that they may ear, drifiR, or fleep with 
them as natural ones, from which they cannot be 
dilcovercd by the lharpeft eye, he difplaccs teeth 
and ftuinps, aft r the beft and eafieft methods, be 
they ever fo deep funk m o the focket of tnc gums, 
&c &c He haS given fuiHc ent proof cf his abilities 
in this art, to the pnnupal nobility, gcurj, atd 
others of Great-Sntain, France, Irelaatl, Hoib a, 
and other pnnapal places in Hurt pe and A me '.c-', 
alfo to fome theufands in Virginia 

His antifcorbutick dentifrice is quite free from 
any corrolive preparation, and is a certain cure for | 
all diforders of the teeth, gums, and foul breath 
Its fupenor efficacy over any thing yet offered to the , 
publick will be evinced in once ufing, it concefib 
the viuated juices, and renders a juvenile fragrance 
' to the breath beyond dffcnption; it makes the 
the fahva pure and balfamick, is p^rfefU} innocent, 

1 will eradicate the feurvy, and reftore the gums to 
their pnftine ftate, if the teeth and’ gums har*^ ,n 
thoroughly cleanpd by fome Ikiltul dentift ' ^ 


Fig 31 — ^John Baker’s advertisement of September 16, 1773, svhicli Ftndall copie 
md used in the first sentence of his August 15, 1776, announcement Marylatu 

(Annapolis) Gazette 
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6, 1772, which enables us to deteimine definitely the identity of the 
man, foi Washington wiote “Among expense account in Williams- 
hurg, the following hy Mi Bakei — Siugeon Dentist — £4 ” As John 

Bakei was then a lesident of Wilhamshurg,® there can be little doubt 
as to which Bakei he intended 

Washington’s peisonal account books winch we examined in the 
Library of Congress, John Carter Brown Library in Providence and 
the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, show the following entries 
1 elating to John Bakei These were latei transferred to his Ledger B 
“(In Williamsburg) Baker, Mr — Surgeon 

Dentist, April 6, 1772 £ 4 0 0 
Ledger B Bakei, Dr — a Dentist, March 11, 1773 1 6 

Ledger B Baker, Dr — Surgeon 

Dentist, Oct 15, 1773 5 

Ledger B Baker, Dr — Paid, Oct 27, 1773 3 

Toothhi uslies, Oct 26, 1773 5 

Baker, Dr — Dentifrices, No\ 26, 1773 J 

Baker, Dr — Cash for June 14, 1774 15 

Baker, Dr — Cash Paid Aug 1 1774 1 4” 

In Washington’s Dianes there are but two references to Baker, 
which, without doulit, lefei to John The first is dated October 13, 1773 
(V 2, p 127) “Ml Beal went away attei breakfast I continued home 
all day In the afternoon Mr Willis and my Brothei Charles came, as 
also Mr Baker, Suigeon Dentist ” Again on December 2, 1785 “Friday 
Colo &. Mis DlcCaity came here to Dinner, as did Colonels Fitzgerald 
and Gilpin and IMr Chas Lee & Docti Baker ’’ The reference of Octo- 
bei 13, 1773, is likewise recorded m Ledger B under the date of October 
15 Baker is first mentioned as “Doctor” in the ledger under the entry 
of Maich 11, 1773, whilst in the diaiy he is not so referred to until 
Decembei 2, 1785 Why he never used the title of M D remains a 
mystery 

Up to this period. Baker had given his full name in his announce- 
ments m the newspapers, but from now on the notices omitted the first 
name, and thus made the tiacing of his activities increasingly difficult 
During the lemainder of Bakei’s stay in Virginia, for some unknown 
leason he discontinued the use of newspaper announcements, thus the 
period fiom August, 1774, until June 23, 1779, remains a blank, except 
that on Septembei 7, 1774, The Maryland Journal, etc , shows he was 
again m Baltimoie and Annapolis and would remain theie until 
Octohei 

That he continued, howevei, to leside in Williamsbuig, is estab- 
lished by the fact that on July 3, 1773, he purchased fiom a William 
Hornsby, a mei chant, foi 425 pounds (Book 8 — Deeds), the property 
now known as the Noiton House m the newlj reconstiucted Colonial 
Williamsbuig Heie he lived until the fall of 1777, and on August 8, 
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Baker adveitised the propeity foi sale “with intention of leaving state 
in short time,” disposing of it eventually to a Mr William Pitts This 
information was supplied me hy Dr William N Hodgkin of Warren- 
ton, Va 

Baker left Williamsbuig m 1778 and made his way to Philadelphia, 
where foi at least ten 3 ’^ears he continued to piactice dentistiy In the 
Pennsylvania Journal of June 23, 1779 we find the first Philadelphia 
advertisement of “Doctoi Baker, Dentist from Williamsburg — ^^vell 
known to the principal nobility, etc , of Great Britain, France, Ireland, 
Holland and other principal places in Europe, also to some thousands 
in America ” As this notice now leads quite differently from those 
previously cited, there might be some doubt of this dentist’s true 
identity, however, the above-mentioned stereotj'^ped phrase clearly 
establishes him to be oui John Baker 

“Doctor Baker, Surgeon Dentist, from Williamsburg, in Virginia, 
may be consulted in all disorders of the Teeth, gums, sockets, ulcers, 
cancers, abscesses, fistulas, suppurations and inflammations in the 
gums, which are more or less of a malignant nature, and in this 
way not only the gums are destroyed but also the teeth He eradicates 
the scurvy, be it ever so bad, transplants natural teeth from one 
person to another, which -will be as firm in the jaws as if they 
originally grew there, without anj"^ ligament, and fives artificial 
teeth, from a single tooth to a complete set He has given sufficient 
proof of his judgment in this art to many thousands in America 

N B His well known Anti-scorbutic Dentrifice, for preserving 
the Teeth and Gums, is quite free from any corrosive preparations, 
and IS a certain cure for most disorders of the teeth, gums and foul 
breath, it is perfectly innocent, will eradicate the scurvy, and restore 
the gums to their pristine state, if the teeth and gums have been 
thoroughly cleaned bv some skilful dentist, its efficacy is well known 
to the principal nobility, gentry, and others of Great Britain, France, 
Ireland, Holland, and other principal places in Europe, also to some 
thousands in America — The dentifrice may be had, with proper 
directions, at his house in Second street, a few doors before the Dock 
Penna Journal, June 23, 1779 No 3611 ” 

His advertisement must have brought results for he lemained in 
Philadelphia, carrying on his piactice until 1790 

John F Watson, m his Annals of Philadelphia, wrote (Vol 1, 
p 179) “that when Joseph Lemaire first landed m Philadelphia m 
1784 he found theie a dentist by the name of Baker, who was ‘the first 
pel son evei known as a dentist m Philadelphia ’ ” 

In Fiancis White’s Philadelphia Directory foi 1785, the fiist dnec- 
toij" of Philadelphia published, the name of Dr John Baker, dentist, 
appealed, and his location was given as on Second Sheet, between 
Walnut and Spruce The same directory gave the name of James 
Gardette, the onlj^ othei dentist mentioned The advei tisement 
announcing the canvass foi the director}’- stated that it contained only 
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the names of peimanent lesidenls It is doubtless fiom this source that 
Watson deiived his infoimation and made the statement, afteiwaid 
quoted in the Histoiy of Dental and Dial Science in America by Dexter 
Watson was in eiioi, howcvei, in giving Bakei the ciedit of being 
tlie fiist peison known as a dentist in Philadelphia, as several others 
weie active theie pievious to the advent of Le Mayeur, among others 
Michael Poree, who adveitised in the Pennsylvania Gazette of Julj^ 6, 
1771, as a Suigeon Dentist, “just aiiived fiom New Yoik” 
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Fig 32 — Letter sent b> George Washington to (John) Baker, Mareh 29, 1781 Tins 
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In the Pennsylvania Colonial Record V XII, p 501-2, Bakei ^^as 
mentioned in connection with a piivate rather than professional matter 

“Baker, John, resided in Philadelphia and owned negroes In 
September, 1780, petitioned the Supreme Executive Council of Penn- 
sjhania for the remission of a fine and a whipping decreed by the 
Court as a punishment upon his negro men, ‘Jim,’ ‘Nat,’ and ‘Cato’ 
for stealing Petition granted ” 

On Maich 29, 1781, General Washington sent, from New Windsor, 
a letter to “Doctr Bakei” in Philadelphia, which was intercepted by 
the Biitish and found among the papeis of General Clinton, now in 
possession of William L Clement’s Library, at Ann Arhor, Michigan, 
and which was iindouhtedlj’^ intended for John Bakei (Fig 32 ) Some- 
one evidently tried to alter the date to read “May” instead of March, 
as IS clearly shown in the photostat copy^ and as it is generally^ gnen 
This letter was first recorded in the Dental Diyest of Novembei, 1924, 
and Dental Summary of January^, 1925 Unfortunately^ both of these 
accounts weie incorrect as far as the name of the dentist was con- 
cerned, because they’^ read as follows 

“In 1788, he wrote to Dr Barton, his dentist in Philadelphia,” 

No doubt Washington wondered ^^hy he did not leceive eithei a 
reply fiom Baker or the instruments themselves 

The next mention of Baker is in a notice of John Felsted addiessed 
to Philip Clumberg. It gives an inteiesting sidelight of the quackeiy 
practiced at that tune 

“Felsted, John 

Mr Philip Clumberg Barber and tooth drawer 

To Mr Philip Clumberg, Barber and Tooth-Drawer, Arch between 

Second and Third-streets 
Sir 

Let me seriouslj advise jou to laj aside the peiforniance (if 
j oil so call it) Of tooth-drawing, as > ou ha's e this day done me great 
injiny in ^our attempt, or I would say barbarous and violent exertion 
Indeed the consequences of the fracture jou Inie produced in mv 
Ja^^ and the quantity of Gums and flesh torn a^^av bv jour instru- 
ment and fingers is not and amII not be kno\\n for some days Dr 
Baker has just left me, after extracting the splinters of bone jmii 
occasioned I expect e'serj' moment to spit out the two sound teeth 
JOU have displaced 

Yours, etc 

John Felsted 

The corner of Third and Vine Streets 
Freemans Journal, October 15, 1784 ’’ 

Heie JJC find interesting ejudence that foi the fiist time a “special- 
ist” jjds consulted to coiiect the defects caused by a “quack” 

Little of Baker’s life oi practice in Philadelphia has been unearthed, 
and Jje are still in hope that some day material jjuII be discoJ’cred m 
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the vaiious histoiical lilnaiies in Philadelphia, although communica- 
tions fiom the cuiatois of these collections leave little hope Theie are 
no futuie entiles in Washington’s ledgeis or account hooks that would 
indicate that Bakei evei perfoimed fuither dental sei vices for Wash- 
ington, theiefoie the “sets” oi dentures ci edited to Bakei must have 
been the woik of someone else That he established a piactice in Phila- 
delphia cannot he questioned, foi in Ins will be bequeaths Ins posses- 
sions in Pennsyhania to his hens He did not mention in detail, how- 
evei. Ins piopeitj’^ in Gieat Biitain, the Island of Jamaica, Virginia or 
in Pennsylvania, as he did Ins New York estate, and we piesume they 
weie of much less impoitance The Gieat Biitain property, being 
deiived fiom an estate, might have been Ins only dining Ins lifetime, 
and upon death tiansferied to another Tins would leave further cred- 
ence to the “heir” advertisement being Bakei’s 

That Bakei must have been a dentist of more than average ability, 
well grounded in the fundamentals of his piofession, and deeply and 
sincerely concerned with the health and the propei care of the teeth 
of the communitj' can he seen in the circulai repioduced in Fig 32A 
It IS the most impoitant and illuminating historical dental document 
that has come into our possession and perhaps the only one to have 
been pieserved dining the intervening years 

As the numbei of dentists then practicing in the Colonies was but 
a handful, there was liut one possible method of educating the com- 
munity, and that was thxough publicity in the newspapers, periodicals, 
broadsides and by circulars attached to “pots” of dentifrices and mouth 
washes Judged by the manj'^ yeais such instiuctions were in circulation, 
they must have proved an effective method Baker only adopted the 
prevailing oral hygiene practice then in use in Europe, bringing with 
him also tooth brushes and a formula for dentifiices and mouth washes 

It IS from such histoiical documents as the one shown m Fig 32A, 
that the histoiian is able to piece together information as to the times 
and methods of dental practice From the circular in question we also 
learn much which relates to Baker that otherwise would have remained 
unknown 

If the coat-of-aims with which it was sealed were not missing, we 
might have been able to trace through it just where and when Baker 
was born 

By the time Baker located in Philadelphia, in fact e^en earlier, 
he apparently consideied that his leputation had been so well estab- 
lished that theie was no need foi him to continue to use his gl^en name 
and therefoie diopped it In doing this we ha've had some difiicultj 
straightening out the Bakeis that practiced dentisti}^ m the Colonies 
Howevei, he foi innately did continue to include m his ^arled notices 
that he had foimerly piacticed in Fiance, Holland, Great Britain, etc. 
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and thus in the thud paragiaph cleaily establishes the fact that the 
author was oui John Bakei, original^ fiom Boston 

Establishing the approximate date on which the circulai was 
printed is impoitant foi reasons that will be consideied later Baker’s 
stay in Philadelphia extended from 1778 to 1786, duimg which time 
he lived on Second Sheet His notices dated 1779 inform us that “lus 
house was but a few doors befoie tbe dock,” latei we find that he 
moved between Walnut & Spiuce In none of his announcements piior 
to 1779 do we find Bakei adveitismg both his dentifrices and albion- 
essence m the same notice As both the circulai and announcements 
read alike, and as No 45 Second Street was m the block neai the dock, 
we are faiily safe m claiming 1779 as the year of publication 


Dr BAKER’S Albion-Effence, and Anti-Scorbutic 
preferving the Teeth, Gums, Sockets, 


Dentifrice, for 




5 # /fi /f/jfe 40J Rtutlt at tii Ihyfe, Na 45, Steond Strett^ PHitADttrHiA — H here a\l M cl/trti SU/> Ittptrtf M^fen tf 
V*JftU may it JypfluJ jfitb any itytofcrtt^a pant, ^itb pnptr pnnttd DirtSiiant irt any Lanpua^t 


E ach potAfanU feorbutic Dentifrice, Iiai to prefent fraud, hii 
name on the cove/ and fealed with hii coat or arms, the fame 
a the copperptite arms on the label of the bottle of Albion Erfence 
He thinks himfclf happy in being able 10 offer to the public twoprc 
paranon , the powerful Anti Scorbutic Dcntifric and Albion Effence 
prepared by himfelf and warranted to be pcrfe€lly free from the leaf! 
orrofive particle or injurious property whatever 
It 11 replete with that Balfamic Quality, which prevents all delluxi 
nns falling on the gums, or putrefactions that eaufe bad breath , u 
takes oft the mucilaginous properties that diffolve the fockets of the 
teeth and prevents the tooth ach anfing therefrom , it prevents cb 
ftruCtions and inflammations of the nerves and valculir parts of the 
teeth and (he head and tooth ach aniing therefrom , it concods the 
Mtiared tuice , renders, beyond def nption a juvenile fragrtoce to 
the breach makes (he teeth white and beautiful caufes the gums to 
pro V Arm to the teeth makes the faliva pure and balfamic eradicates 
the (curvy, and reftotes the gums to their priftine flat f the teeth 
and gums have been thoroughly cleaned b) fome fkilful Dentift | 

Its effieac) is well known to the principal n bihty, gentry and o 
rb rs, nr trance Holland Great Britain, Ireland, and other princi 
pat places in Europe alfu to fome thoufands in America 

A long estenfive courfc of practice, for upwards of tw nty feven 
vrars palt has enabled him to accjuire a knowledge to remedy all the 
• forder of the teeth gums, fockets, &/ CsTr As he intends 

fprnding the renainder of his days in this country he would willingly 
/ntrnduce and recommeod a more general attention than has hitherto 
prevailed, for the prefervation of the teeth fo ufeful to the purpofet of 
I fr and fo ornamental in that part of the creation where beauty Teems 
m have flied her particular feat 

As teeth differ fo vSery much bot 1 in fixe fmootlinefs and evenoefs. 
It IS very diflicult tn lay down any fet of rules that will (uit every per 
fon feme havin„ the enamel much thinner than others, fome people s 
teeth fur exceedinglv foon while others fcarcelv fur at all fome be 
in^ very fubjedl to the feutry, others perfedll; free , th Ic reafons, 
with various others, rr vke more or lefs care and at n ion neceffary for 
preferving the teeth, gums, and fockets 

DIRECTIONS fe itt/f u^ha La^e ea iiuiTtt fH a i tad Bax atm 
Lay a fmall quantity of the Dentifrice on the brulb, fo as to cover 
the hair then rub the teeth and gums both on tbe outfidc and inflde 
verywrii principslly upwards and downwards and but little crofs 
ways Let it remain in your month about two minutes, then wafh 
your mouth with water, milk warm, and take about a large tea fpoon 
full of Albion Effence to rinfe your mouth, and fsrrceit between the 
teeth for it deftroyt the fetid matter that lodge between the interflices 
and carious parts of the teeth , ufc the Dtnturice three times a week , 
the Effence may be ufed every morning with a brulh, other before or 
afier brnk/aft Let none of the aliment of food rema n between your 
teeth after e/ling, and if the brufh ts not fufHcient to take it out of c 
very cavity ufe a quill tooth picker and the water as before m n ion 
eJ and by adding a little of the Effence to the water it will b much 
betrrr if the gums are tender, make ufe nfa foftbrufh till t le tex 
ture of the gums becomes firmer and m a better ftate th n take a bar 
der one in fo doing you may keep carious teeth from becoming worfe, 
and pfeferve a f»cct breath during life 


are fhedding, and the new ones appear tbe enamel of the fccond teeth 
will be hurt notwithflanding it is wrapt up in its membrane, for it is 
nothing elfe, but in the ftate of a foft mucus, which will be rendered 
acrid by the fame eaufe, all this is cafily prevented, by paying a little 
attention to your children, and by ihcfc means they will enjoy the pica 
fure and benefit of good teeth, and freedom from pain therein, during 
the whole courfe of their lives There is alfo a very ),reat advantage 
attending this praflice , for if children are accuftomed to take carr of 
their teeth while young they will, from h bit, perfrvere in it when 
they crow up, and will not think it a trouble 

N £ C £ S S yf k -i P R E C U r I 0 N C 
Never fuflTer any of the aliment of food to remain between y ur 
teeth after eating, efpeciatly if you have any carious teeth , if you 
do, It will putrify and deflroy the teeth gums, and fockets, and eaufe 
bad breath avoid picking your teeth with pins ufe a quill too h pick 
cr, doo t be prejudiced againft the ufe of a brufh for cleaning the 
teeth and gums, for upon the moft exa£I obfervation and ntceft in 
fpedlioo, a proper brufh has been found preferable to any other thing 
whatever it being claftic, and gives wav to the teeth in all dirtc 
lions, and takes every thing from between the intcrfticei and carious 
parts of the teeth , eat nor drink any thing that is very hot or very 
cold, avoid cleaning your teeth with powders compoted of hard, in 
diflWuhle fubflaDCes, or any thing that contains the Icaft corrofive 
particle for it 11 eafily Jenown by it a vitriolic tafte , nnfc the mouth 
with milk warm water after every meal,— never fufter any tartar, fur, 
or black fpccki to remain between your treth, but as foon as they 
make the Icaft appearance, have them removed If your gums fwell, 
and leave your teeth, have them examined by a ficilful perfon 

People in general ought not always to have their tee hex railed 
when they ach, nor put any t ling in the mouth that is corrufive to 
give a temporary cafe , if even the tooth ach 11 violent, and attended 
with an inflammation J would net always advife extrailing, rfpecial 
ly if they have but few jaw teeth, m this cafe I would hive them 
j take advice, for fometimcs filling up carious teeth, with lead or gold, 
the ufe of the Albion LfTence, a friilion of the brufh, lancing lie 

, gums, ».c £tc have a great tendency to five cafe and favc their teclli, 

fo as to tender them ferriceable through fife 

Pray, doo C neglefl your children • teeth, when in a ftate of child 
hood, for by cleaniog of them, even in their tendcreft ftate, with pro 
per roedtcinc, will prevent a number of diforders Great care ought 
to be taken in the fecend dentition of children a teeth, to preveal de 
formities, difeafei and to preferve their beauty 

1 obferre fince my refidence in this cit) that at foon as the teeth 
iDake their appearance, the canes begin to attack them, and tonfe 
quently ehey (land rn need of propci affiftancc One fliouJd thinij 
that their hardnefs would reader them left fufeeptib e but they a P 
even more fubjeil to a caries, than all other bones It is vsry eifyr 
however, to irac the caufes of it As teeth are of 1 tloftr tciturr 
their veflels arc more compreffed, and therefore obftruflioni are ea 
fie occafioned when any thing very hot or very cold happc"* t® 
Alike them to a certain degree or w len tie bony fibres fufler by 
lome extraordinary efturt, if the juices that circulate through the 
fame channel! of the teeth are loo thick or any way vitiated, tha 
teeth Will be more liable to be contaminateJ, but alwayi in propart oa 
to the impreffion they Oiall receive 


Tip 32A — Directions for the use of John B^kc^’s moutlrKasIi nnd denlifrice Plnln 
dclpliia [1779'*] (Coiirtes> of Dauson Book Shop, Los Angeles, Calif ) 
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This bungs us to the impoitant infoiniation contained in para- 
giaph five — “a long, extensile com sc of piactice, foi upwaids of twenty- 
seieii past, lias enabled him to acquiie a Iviiowledgc to leinedy all the 
disoideis of the teeth giiiiis, sockets, &.c, &.l" If 1779 is the collect 
date of the document, then Bakei began his dental piactice in 1752 
As we belieie Bakei located in Boston about 17G3, he then would have 
had ten yeais of dental piactice on the Continent befoie coming to 
this countiy Again assuniing that he was aiound twenty when he 
entcied into the piactice of dentisti}', his biith j'cai would then be 
aiound 1732 Fioni this assumption ollicis can begin to study the Baker 
geneaological lecoids in England and Iieland 

In oidei to have the cut in its entiiety, we have had to i educe tlie 
size fiom 6V^\12 inches, making the leading of the text too difficult 
Feeling that the nifoimation theiein contained is cxtiemely important 
and in oidei to piopcilj'^ considei Bakei ’s knowledge of dentistrj^ we 
have decided to heie lecoid the vaiied instiuctions and piecautions 


DIPECTIOVS ftr theft vtha t t piutb traulUB the Sc«*VT l* 
the Cdmi rthr Ft 1 1 c t T* *th 

L«t your gumi belanceJ in every fofe fpungypart ufethe Albton 
VtTcnce every moroin; pour abnut the quantity of two or three tea 
fpooni Full into a cup dip a fate brufh therein ard rub your (uma 
welt to promote a cireulaiion oFthe Autdi ufe the Dent Fnee about 
four times a week 1 11 you /inJ tlie|ums braeeJ up^ and grown iSrm 
id clofe ID the teeth, aF( r whieh they may be kept in good order 
w th very 1 tile trouble 

DIRECTIONS ftr theft tt.h»feftr a <t^Ji4t ai/r t/ ^TAtTAt 
* Fua ttf n thtir 'tttTH 

y* hatever i< the caufe chat producea this tartar or Fur, or whatever 
time It makea ittappearaaee, it evidently ought to be removed ai foon 
as poflibir otherwife the gumi, by the compreSion will Fuel! and 
obftrut^ the regular rourfe of the 6uidi through the lymphatic and 
blood vefTeli, which will be liable to patriFy and deftroy in a ihort 
time, the gom, the focket and perioRiora of the root , it would be 
loo late to hinder the lofioF the teeth, which is now left without any 
fuppoTt, fo by thefe means the reeib fall out feefli To remedy tbii 
evil ufe both the Eftence aod DeotiFrice every moroiog, with proper 
bruQiri ai before dirrdled till the Fur is pCrFeDIy removed and the 
teeth quite Foooth after which the Oeotifrice twice a week will be 
folEcient buttheElTcnceand Bru^h rouft be cootieoed every laoroiog 
Without which, teeth of this fortcaaaot be kept in good order 
DIRECTIONS Jerthtftvht drttrfhhiwith Paihc ef tht Tceth 
C oMr, ^fe ibejt Psiat ef th* 7ttlh vbttb dfftd £^J$tt tiana^ 

Prtjaaaty 

This Albion E/Teace ii not immediately adapted aor lateaded for the 
tooth ach, yet there arc Fewpsmtof the teeth, fuai, or feekeu, la 
which It will not give cdFe , poor a little EfCrnce lots a cop, dip a Mi 
hair bralh therein, tad rub thegome well where the pain », a!& pot 
fome 10 a cable fpooo ud warm it over the tit aod apply u to the 
•ffeQei part oil the mouth ii quire Fell oF rbeem, then Fpit it out, 
renew It again, and cootiouerepeadag it ta (he Fame maaacr, tsUtbc 
pain IS Mifefily reraored , afeerwardt, by ofing ic everyday to eleas 
the teeth and gams, the rctem oFtbc paJa will ba prevcB^,«-doa ( 
walk your mouth afteruCogcbe ESeace 

DIRECTIONS ftr thefttah* isvt CNiLOBtfr 

One principal caufc of the left of teeth early la life, it aeg leA and 
inatteniioD , therefore I would JCcomracad the ufc of the Albloa Ef 
fence and a very foft bruQs, abwat three umca a week , for children a 
gumc arc fometimta rough, at if fpfcad all ever with Lttlc graiaa, like i 
feeds under the icta , thefe little hard tnraoura will come tot fuppa j 
ration und infcQ aoe only the gums, bat will bring on a csrioua la 
*beir firft teeth, and, if great care ii not taken, when thr milk teeth 


I Vanoui are the fpeciei of CAassi, almo/l every part of e'’e teeth 
are alTeOed by if and both internal and rxiernal caufei produce it a 
caries rnav be divided into F»Fr fuperficial deep and dry, it atfacke 
the toot, the neck or crown of the tooth and focketi, all thefe ev Is 
the Frutta of irattention and negligence, a e eafly prevented, and 
when Kctnt, very fpetdily cured, vtatn vt itst 

The DoOor may be conFulted on all diforderi of teeth* goms, Fock* 
e t uicen, cancers, abfceiret, £ftulaa, Fupparationi, indammacioni* 
Fungi excrefceacei, espofure of the roots of teeth recefi nf the gums 
Formation of the different kiods of tartar, change eFpo6tiofi, pretru 
Aons* iooftotfTes, luxation, canee, and exoftoAi of the beoeawhi.h 
Form the Foeketi, canes of the teeth loFi of enamel matter eolkU d 
mtbe mexiUery fmufTei, foAetimei in the canceUated fobHante el t la 
lower ;awg friDeres, ooArudioni of nerves and vaFcular parts of tie 
teeth, foffaefs and b1ced>B| of the gums, cemprefiion of tarta iliat 
obflmSs the regular ceorfe of the Aoidt, which will be liable to pu- 
criFy and deftroy in a fhort time the gum, the focket, and p ctoiltum 
of the root Every one of the above uifeifes of the teeth and gum * 
will caufe the tooth ach* head acli, ear ach, e)e ach, lofs of teeth* 
fetid breath* Arc 

He alFo may be conFulted m all diForden incident to children la 
tectbiog For the eruption of teeth in children, is efeen atlendrJ w tb 
the raofi Fatal CoaFcquences, by ezcipng Fevers, coavelfioQi, gripes trt 
tbeintefttecs, acidities In their (tomachi iic &c asdthey lu^ei m 
profortiea to the delicacy and Fenfibility of their conftltutions , xlFo lo 
the Dumber and Agere of their teeth that pufh rue at the Fame time, 
for the guaas are found to be more tenfe and liable to inflammation la 
fome cbldren, ibaa others and if a proper attention was paid, the 
bvea of aumbers of children might be fsved 

Tbofe who bare bad the miifortuat of loCng their teetfe', may have 
natural teeth traafplanted, or grafted on the old Humps Alfo artifi 
eta) teeth, from a fisgU tooth, to a complete («t 

The DoQer begs leave to acquaint the public, that this new method, 
he lately invented of fetting teeth aofwers beyond defcnption even 
I without paio or force, tod is far preferable to any method ufed in £u* 
rope 

I The Dentifrice aad Effence (with proper braOies) may alfo be had, 

^ of MeflW Lc Blane 4r VFagner, ef M'S Ann Dunkio, so llioer to 
ChcFnat ftrcct{ ef Mr W VojouW, eppofite the Friends Meeting 
HouFe doer, la Second flreet two doors From Market ftreeti ef the 
widow Strickland, oppoflte the City Tavern, la Second Areet , of 
Mr Felix Bruno, la Walnut flreet near the Dock, of Mr Robert 
Akkeoy la Markat-ftmt, near the Ceffee Houfe, Philadelphia g of 
Mrs Ana Tiaaotby, printer at Lharlcflown Seech Carolmcg qcA 
of Mr John Crtaoofb, metchant, at WiUiaafburgh, VlrglMt 


Fig 32B — ^Lo«er Inlf of Fig 32A 

Paragiaph six lelates to a mimbei of inteiesting obsei valions made 
b}' Bakei “As teeth diffci so ^e^J" much” he states “both in size, 
smoothness, and e^enncss, it is ^clJ" difficult to la}" down anj set of 
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rules that will suit eveiy person, some having the enamel much thinner 
than others, some people’s teeth fui exceeding^ soon, while otlieis 
scarcely fur at all, some being very subject to the scurvy, otheis pei- 
fectly free, these reasons, with various otheis, make more oi less caie 
and attention necessary foi preseiving the teeth, gums, and sockets” 
The woid fur as Bakei uses it must have been a common woid and 
well undei stood at the time, although we have nevei seen it so used 
befoie It has been defined as a inoibid coating of mucos, a yellow oi 
gieasy, haii}'^, piecipitate, lesembhng soft taitai, containing much 
mucilage Bakei latei explains its meaning when he states “foi those 
who foi 111 a consideiable quantity of tartar oi fur upon then teeth” 

“DIRECTIONS for those who have carious Teeth and bad Breath 
Lay a small quantity of the Dentifrice on the brush, so as to cover 
the hair, then rub the teeth and gums both on the outside and inside 
^ery veil, principally upwards and downwards, and but little 
crossways Let it remain in your mouth about two minutes, then 
wash your mouth with water, milk warm, and take about a large 
teaspoonful of Albion-Essence, to rinse >our mouth, and force it 
between the teeth, for it destrovs the fetid matter that lodge between 
interstices and carious paits of the teeth, use the Dentifrice three 
times a week, and Essence may be used eaery morning with a brush 
either before or after breakfast Let none of the aliment of food 
remain between your teeth after eating, and if the brush is not sufTi- 
cienl to take it out of every cavity, use a quill tooth-picker, and the 
water as before mentioned, and by adding a little of the essence to 
the water, it vill be much better, if the gums are tender, make use of 
a soft brush, till the texture of the gums becomes firmei and in a 
better state, then take a harder one, in so doing, a'ou mav keep carious 
teeth from becoming v orse, and preser\ e a sweet breath during life ” 

As we read the above lines xve could not help but wondei if oui 
method of oial hygiene care and instructions m tooth brushing has 
advanced greatly m neaily two bundled years As foi the tooth brush, 
an invention of the Chinese in 1498, we find little change fioni its 
oiiginal foim The type used by Bakei was undoubtedly similai to 
those shown in Figs 49 and 80 

“DIRECTIONS for those xvho are much troubled vith the Scurvj' 
m the Gums, relax Fibres and Loose Teeth 

“Let jour gums be lanced in eveij" soft, spongy part, use the 
Albion-Essencc e^erJ'^ morning, pour about the quantitj" of tvo or 
three teaspoons full into a cup, dip a soft brush therein, and rub 
jour gums jjcII, to promote a circulation of the fluids, use the 
Dentifrice about four times a jjcck, till jou find the gums braced up, 
and grojjn firm and close to the teeth, after jjliich thej may be kept 
in good order jjuth Jery little trouble 

“DIRECTIONS for those who form a considerable quantitj of 
Tartar or Fur upon their Teeth 


“Whatejcr is the cause that produces this tartar or fur, or 
jjliatejcr time it makes its appearance, it eiidentlv ought to be 
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icmovcd ^s soon ^s possible, othciwise the gums, bj the compression, 
will swell, nnd obstiuct the regul u course of the lluids lliiougli the 
hiiiplntic nnd blood lesscls, which wull be Inblc to piitnfy nnd 
destiov, in a short time, the gum, the socket, ind penostnim of the 
loot, it would be too late to hindei the loss of the teeth, which is now 
left without nin support, so bv these means the teeth fall out fresh 
To rcmed\ this ewil, use both the Essence and Dentifrice eaery 
morning, with pioper blushes, as hcfoie directed, till the fur is 
peifectlv 1 CHIOS ed, and the teeth quite smooth, after which the 
Dcntifiicc twice a week will be sufficient, but the Essence and Brush 
must be continued eseis' moining, ssithoiit wdiicli, teeth of this sort 
cannot be kept in good ordei 

“DIRECIIONS for those who aic troubled with Pams of the 
Teeth and Gums, also those Pams of the Teeth wdiich affect Ladies 
during Pregnanes 

“This Albion-Essence is not immediately adapted nor intended 
for the tooth-ach, jet there arc fesv pains of the teeth, gums, or 
sockets, m sshicli it ss'ill not gise ease, pour a little Essence into a cup, 
dip a soft hail brush therein, and rub the gums ss'ell ssherc the pain 
IS, also put some m a tablespoon and ssarm it oser the fire, and apply 
it to the affected part, till the mouth is quite full of rheum, then spit 
it out, reness' it again, and continue repeating it, m the same manner, 
till the pain is peifectly icnioscd afterwards, by using it eseiy daj" 
to clean the teeth and gums, the leturn of the pain ssill be presented, 
— don’t ss'ash jmur mouth after using the Essence 

“DIRECTIONS for those who Inse children 

“One principal cause of the loss of teeth early in life, is neglect 
and inattention, therefore I would recommend the use of the Albion- 
Essence and a s'erj’^ soft brush about three times a sveek, for 
children’s gums are sometimes rough, as if spread all oser ssitli 
little giains, like seeds, under the skin, these little hard tumours 
svill come to a suppuration, and infect not only the gums, but wall 
bring on i carious m their first teeth, and, if great care is not taken, 
svhen the milk-teeth arc shedding, and the ness’- ones appear, the 
enamel of the second teeth ssall be hurt, notssuthstanding it is ssmapped 
up m its membrane, for it is nothing else, but m the state of a soft 
mucus, svhich ssill be rendered acrid by the same cause, all this is 
easily presented, by paying a little attention to jmur children, and 
bjf these means thej ssull enjoj' the pleasure and benefit of good teeth, 
and freedom from pain therein, during the sshole course of their 
lises There is also a s'erj great ads’antage attending this practice, 
for if children are accustomed to take care of their teeth ssdiile jmung, 
thej ssill, from habit, persesere in it sshen thej' giosv up and ssill not 
think it a trouble 

“NECESSARY PRECAUTIONS 

“Nes'er suffer any of the aliment of food to remain betsseen jour 
teeth after eating, espccialls if sou has'e ans carious teeth, if smu do, 
it ss'ill putrify and destroj the teeth, gums, and sockets, and cause 
bad breath, asoid picking sour teeth ssitli pins, use a quill tooth- 
picker, don’t be prejudiced against flie use of a brush for cleaning 
the teeth and gums, for upon the most exact obsersation and nicest 
inspection, a proper brush has been found preferable to anj other 
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thing whatever, it being elastic, and gives way to the teeth in all 
directions, and takes everything from between the interstices and 
carious parts of the teeth, eat nor drink anything that is very hot or 
very cold, avmid cleaning your teeth vvuth povv'ders composed of hard, 
indissoluble substances, or anything that contains the least corrosive 
particle, for it is easily known by its vutriolic taste, rinse the mouth 
vvuth milk-warm water after every meal — ^never suffer any tartar, fur, 
or black specks to remain betvvmen your teeth, but as soon as they 
make the least appearance, have them remov'ed If your gums swell, 
and leav'e your teeth, hav'e them examined by skillful person 

“People in general ought not alvvmys to have then teeth extracted 
when they ach, nor put anything in the mouth that is corrosive to 
give a temporary ease, if even the tooth-ach is violent, and attended 
with an inflammation, I vvmuld not always advise extracting, espe- 
ciallj if they have but few javv'-teeth, in this case I would have them 
take advice, for sometimes filling up carious teeth, vvuth lead or gold, 
the use of the Albion-Essence, friction of the brush, lancing the 
gums, <!Lc &c have a great tendency to giv'e ease and save their teeth, 
so as to render them serviceable througb life 

“Pray, don’t neglect your children’s teeth, when in a state of 
childhood, for bs^ cleaning of them, ev'cn in their tenderest state, 
with proper medicine, wall pi event a number of disoideis Great 
care ought to be taken in the second dentition of childien’s teeth, to 
prev ent deformities, diseases, and to preserve their beauty 

“I observe since my residence in this city, that as soon as the 
teeth make their appearance, the caries begin to attack them, and 
consequently thev stand in need of pioper assistance One should 
think that their hardness would rendei them less susceptible, but 
they are even more subject to a canes, than all other bones It is 
V er j easy, how ev er, to trace the causes of it As teeth are of a closer 
texture their vessels are more compressed, and therefore obstructions 
are easier occasioned when anything v ery hot or very cold happens 
to strike them to a certain degree, or wdicn the bonj' fibres suffer bj' 
some exti aoi dinai V' effort, if the juices that circulate through the 
same channels of the teeth arc too thick or any way vitiated, the 
teeth wall be more liable to be contaminated, but alvvajs in propor- 
tion to the impression they shall receive 

“Various are the species of Canes, almost every part of the teeth 
are affected bv it, and both internal and external causes produce it, a 
caries mav' be divided into soft, superficial, deep and dry, it attacks 
the root, the neck or crown of the tooth and sockets, all these evils, 
the fruits of inattention and negligence, are easily prevented, and 
when recent, verv spccdilv cured, vincit v eritas 

“The Doctor may be consulted on all disorders of teeth, gums, 
sockets ulcers, cancers, abscesses, fistulas, suppurations, inllamma- 
tions, fungi excrescences, exposure of the roots of teeth, recess of 
the gums, formation of the different kinds of tartar, change of posi- 
tion, protrusions, loosenesses, luxation, canes, and exostosis of the 
bones which form the sockets, canes of the teeth, loss of enamel, 
matter collected in the maxillcij sinusses, sometimes in the can- 
cellated substance of the lower jaw, fractures, obstructions of nerves 
and vascular parts of the teeth, softness and bleeding of the gums. 
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compicssion of taitn that obslnicls the legular course of the fluids, 

^^hlcll ^^ll] ht liable to puliify and deslioj', in a shoit time, the 
gum, the socket, and pciiostium of the loot E\ery one of the above 
diseases of the teeth and gums, will cause the toolh-ach, head-ach, 
eai-ach, e^e-ach, loss of teeth, fetid bieath, Ac 

“He also ma^ be consulted in all disoideis incident to children 
in teething, foi the ciuption of teeth in childien, is often attended 
^Mth the most fatal consequences, bj exciting feieis, convulsions, 
giipes in the intestines, acidities in then stomachs, Ac Ac and they 
siiffei in piopoition to the delicacy and sensibility of their constitu- 
tions, also in the number and figure of their teeth that push out at the 
same time, foi the gums are found to be moie tense and liable to 
inflammation in some childien, than otheis, and if a proper 
attention was paid, the lives of numbers of children might be saved 

“Those who have had the misfoitune of losing their teeth, may 
have natural teeth transplanted, or grafted on the old stumps Also 
artificial teeth, from a single tooth, to a complete set 

“The Doctor begs leave to acquaint the public, that this new 
method, he lately inv ented, of setting teeth, answers beyond descrip- 
tion, even without pain or force, and is far preferable to any method 
used in Europe 

“The Dentifiice and Essence (wuth proper brushes) may also be 
had, of Messis Le Blane and Wagner, of Mrs Ann Dunkin, milliner, 
in Chestnut-street, of Mr W Po5'ntell, opposite the Friends’ Meeting 
House door, in Second-street, twm doors from Market-street, of the 
widow Strickland, opposite the City-tavern, in Second-street, of Mr 
Felix Bruno, in Walnut-street, near the dock, of Mr Robert Aitken, 
in Market-street, near the Cotfee-House, Philadelphia, of Mrs Ann 
Timothv, printer, at Charlestown, Soufti-Carolina, and of iMr John 
Grenoogh, merchant, at Williainsburgh, Virginia ” 

Just xxJien Baker left Philadelphia is also uncertain, as the last 
address in the directory of that city w^as recorded in 1785 and the next 
issue did not appear until 1791 In this last yeai he was again a resident 
of New Yoik In the meantime he resided sonievv^here m Rhode Island, 
as he states wdien he pui chased and took deed to his New'^ York property 
Tins document, dated IMaj"^ 1, 1791, is to he found m the Library of 
Conveyances 46, Nevv^ Yoik City, pages 485-489 “John Bakei, June 21, 
1791, fiom Maij”^ Ellis of the Outwaid of the City of New York John 
Bakei, late of tlie State of Rhode Island, but at present of the said cit}"^ 
of New Yoik foi and in consider ation of 3,600 pounds of the State of 
New'^ York, etc” This would indicate that Baker must hav'e had a 
successful practice which well repaid him for his professional services 

He lived upon tins farm in New^ York Cit}’^ until Ins death on 
Saturday, Septemhei 24, 1796, and as no furthei adveitisement lelatmg 
to Ins piofessional activities appeared, he must have discontinued prac- 
tice when he left Philadelphia Having reached an advanced age, he 
retired to enjo}' a leisine he had w^ell earned 
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This faim of some foity-six acres was about six miles noith of 
the city at that time, and was known in 1791 as Sans Soiici Aftei 
Baker’s pui chase, it was called Baker Retreat or Baker’s Farm Unfor- 
tunately nothing IS lecorded legarding this pioperty in eaily New 
Yoik histoiy® It was located between 76th and 81st Streets, bounded 
by the East Rivei on one side and i caching half way to 2nd Avenue, 
as ma}’^ he seen in the accompanjung map (Fig 33 ) 



Fif: 33 — Site of the propertj in New York known as Sin’s Souei, acquired by John 
Bnkor in 1791, and sold in 1873 to proMde an endowment for free education of 

children in New York City 


Bakei's i\ill, dated September 20, 1796, four daj’s prior to his 
death, pio\ed and lecoidcd No\emher 25, 1796 (Wills 42 p 112-117), 
^^as a lengthy one lie dcclaied himself an inhabitant of the 7lli Maid 
of the Citj of New Yoik, and indicated that he left no diiect descend- 
ants His collateial iclatnes and their descendants Merc aliens and 
sulijccls of the ciOMii of Gieat Britain He left his estate for life “for 
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consideiatioii of the unfeigned afTeclwn wJiicJi has subsisted between 
me and my beIo\ed wife, iMai 3 % all mj' lands, Tenements, heieditaments 
and leal estate ^^hethc^ the same he situated in Gieat Biitain, the 
Island of Jamaica, the State of Viiginia, the State of Pennsylvania, the 
said State of New Yoik, oi elsewhcie To liave and to hold same foi 
and duimg the teim of hci natuial life” “And foi the same reason 
he ga've to his wnfe all of his peisonal estate except w'hat is other- 
wnse pioMded foi m the Will” His wife wxis also appointed sole 
Executiix “But I nexeitheless lecommend it to hei to advise in all 
difficulty w'lth my' fiiends, John Delafield of Queens County, Thomas 
Jones, Phy'sician, Robert Tioup of New' Yoik City, and John Banister, 
Sr, of the State of Rhode Island” Upon hei death, all the property m 
New' Y'^ork, including “the use of all the fuinituie and utensils, instru- 
ments of husbandry', horses, cattle and other stocks belonging to the 
said farm,” w-as to be given “foi and during the term of their joint 
natural lives to John and his w'lfe, Christian Banister ” The testator then 
gave succession life inteiests in the same pioperty' to Charles Delafield, 
the y'oungest son of John Delafield, then to the other sons, Henry', 
William, John, Joseph and Edw'ard Bakei’s last piovision showed that 
he had faith in the future development of New York, and realized that 
some day the estate w'ould be of great value 

“I do give and dcMsc the said seat, farm or tract of land, together 
with the said dwelling house, buildings and improiements, and the 
said right to the said Commons to the Goiernor of the said State of 
New York for the time being, in fee simple, but in trust, neaertheless, 
to take and recei\e the rents, issues and profits thereof, and apply 
the same forever to the education, support and maintenance of the 
charity scholars from time to time belonging to the Chanty Schools 
under the care, direction and management of the Corporation of 
Trinitj Church, in the said Citj of New York, and upon no other 
trust W'hateier ” 

Besides the faim, the following personal bequests were made by' 
Baker to John Banister, Sr — his double cased gold w'atch, and upon the 
death of his w'lfe, Mary, all the remaining money' or securities to him 
and his wife, Christian, except the sum of tw'o thousand ($2,000 00) 
dollars to John Jones, the son of Thomas Jones, and to Ann Delafield, 
wife of John Delafield, “a large silver tw'o handled tureen with the 
silver coveis ” 

In the w'lll of September 20, he expiessed a desiie that his w'lfe 
retain all of Ins negro servants, but “in any' case they' w'ere not to be 
sold as slaves” If certain slaves w'eie still on the farm after the death 
of his wife, Maiy', “Janies w'as to leceive a dollai pei week, and Dinali 
one-half dollai pei w'eek duiing their natural Ines” On Sept 23, Bakei 
made a codicil to the w'lll, providing that after his wife’s death, John 
Banistei w'as to be gnen an additional sum of 400 dollars, and he 
diiecled “that my' foiu negio seivants, James and Dinah and John 
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and jNIaiy and their children shall have a living suppoit and main- 
tenance off and fiom nij^ said faim during their respective lives” 

In the codicil, further provision was made that in case John and 
Christian Banister should die piior to his wife, then “out of the monej 
remaining” the sum of 5000 pounds in cash to John Banistei, Ji , and 
in case Baker’s wife should remairj^ one-half of the peisonal estate 
should go to John Banister, Sr In addition, a sum of foui bundled 
dollais was to be given to the above-named immediatelj'^ after Bakei’s 
death 



Tig 34 — Tlic present Trinitj School, 139-147 West 91st Street, Nen York Citj, cn 
closed through the mil of John Baker, one of the earliest American benefactors in 

education 


On May 1, 1850, Heniy, Joseph and Edwaid Delafield, the last 
tlnee heirs entered into a con ti act with the New York Protestant Episco- 
pal Public School to turn ovei this pioperty foi the annual sum of 
S1500 The contract was appioved on Septembei 17, 1852, and m 1873 
the above institution sold the piopertj' for many millions of dollars 
Trinili] School vas founded in 1709 under the auspices of the Venerable 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, and was 
maintained m connection with Trinity Paiish until 1806 This socictj 
began in 1709 and continued until a year aftei the Re\olution, contii- 
huting 50 pounds a >eai to Tiinity The school at the start was con- 
ducted in the towel of the old Trinity Church, and in 1893, due to the 
grovmg demand for space m the school, moved to 91st Street, between 
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Columbus and Amstcidam Avenues In 1806, thiough The State Legis- 
latuie, an Act Avas passed to incoipoiatc it as tlie Trinity Protestant 
Episcopal Chanty School, undei which name it still continues Thus 
Bakci became one of the eaily benefaclois in this countij^ and a gieat 
beheACi in fiec education foi the jouth of this new nation’' 



Fig 35 — ^The gn\e of John Baker, pioneer American Colonial dentist and benefactor 
of free education B iker, in 1796, «as buried on Ins farm upon the East River, in 
1874 the corporation of Trinity School removed Ins remains to Trinitj Cemetery, 

154th Street and Broadway 


Unfortunately, the records of Trinity and othei buiial places failed 
to show where Bakei was buiied, so that the dental profession of New 
York City was unable at their Centennial Meeting (1934) to paj”^ fitting 
honor to this benefactor and pioneer dentist, by some tablet, pioperty 
placed, recording his contributions to his profession In May, 1935, we 
did succeed in locating the grave in Trinity Cemetery on the West side 
of BroadAvay between 153rd and 154th Street Evidentlj'^ his bodj" was 
removed, at the time of the sale of “Baker’s Retreat" in 1873, from the 
farm to the plot in the new cemetery, and no record was kept of this 
transfer Upon the tombstone there appears the following insciiptions 

“Here Rest the Remains of 
“John Baker, II D Surgeon Dentist 
“Born in England 

“Died in New York 24th Sept 1796 ” 
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On the reverse side 

“He left Ills Farm 
“in the City upon the East Riier 
“For the Support of the Scholars of Trinity School ” 

Around the base of the stone 

“Erected bj the Coiporation of liinitv School in Meniorj of its 
“Great Renefactor, A n 1874 ” 



Fig 36 — Inscription on the tombstone of the grn e of John Baker, M D , Surgeon 

Dentist 

As one enters the Trinity School, he likewise will find, on the iight- 
hand wall, a ver}*^ large white marble tablet suitablj’^ inscribed to John 
Baker — “in memory of its great Benefactor ” 
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CHAPTER V 


ROBERT WOOFFENDALE (1742-1828) 

Surgeon Dentist and Author 

In the //f story of Denial and Oral Science in America, it is stated ^ 

“In October of the lear 176C thcie nrrncd in the United States 
from England Mr JOHN [sic] WOOrEENDALE This gentleman ^\as 
(for tint time) a regularh educated dentist, liaiing been instructed 
hj Jlr Thomas Berdmorc, dentist to Geoigc III He is the first 
dentist so called and practicing as such of whom anj record can 
be found as basing sisited this countrs Mr Wooffendale com- 
menced practice in New' York soon after he armed He also 
practiced in Philadelphia But, cither because he did not receise 
sufficient practical encouragement in his profession, or from some 
other unexplained cause, he returned to England in March, 1768 
While here he constructed an entire double set of artificial teeth for 
Mr William Walton of New York, x\hich is belle^ed to be the first 
recorded full set of teeth inserted in America From the time when 
Mr WoofTendale returned to England until some jears after the 
Declaration of Independence there x\as not, as far as can be 
discovered, a regularlj practicing dentist in this countrj ” 

The author of the foiegoing statements seems to have had the 
unfortunate tendencj' of drawing upon his imagination for his data — a 
method which in poetry or fiction may be exhibited to the best advantage, 
but which in historical writing is inexcusable, and too prevalent in the 
writing of dental historj'- In the first place, WoofTendale was not the 
earliest to pioclaim himself a dentist in New York, second, his name 
was not John, third, though he did return to England, he did not remain 
there permanently, fouith, there weie a numbei of other practicing 
dentists in the countiy all through the i evolutionary peiiod 

Robert WoofTendale, spelled originall}' Woffendale, was born at 
Sheffield, Yorkshire, England, in the year 1742 There he spent his youth, 
received a good education, and at the age of twentj' years he visited 
London, enteiing the employ of Messrs White S. Gipps, apothecaries, 
with whom he remained three yeais, during which time he obtained 
considerable piactical knowledge of the business While there, his posi- 
tion and piofession often brought him in contact w'lth Thomas 
Beidmore, the dentist of Geoige III of England 
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A 

TREATISE 

ON THE 

DISORDERS AND DEFORMITIES 

O F T H E 

TEETH AND GUMS, 

explaining 

Tlie moll rational Methods of trcatmg their Difcafes. 

IlluOratcd with Cafes and Experiments 

By THOMAS BERDMORE, 

Member of the Surgeons Company, and Dcntift m 
Ordinary to his Majefly. 

A NEW EDITION with ADDITIONS 
Dtntc ^utH bomdtus mgre, puUbrius albo ^ 

LONDON 

Printed for the AUTHOR 
Sold by Benjamin White lu Fkei-Sir€tt% 

James Dodsley in Pall-Tdallt 
And Becket andDs Hondt in the Strand 
MDCCLXX. 

Fig 37 — ^Thomas Berdmore, one of the outstanding representatii es of the earlj dental 
art in England The Latin quotation, as u ell as other maternl, ins used by Benjamin 
Fendall, throughout liis adiertisements 

Thomas Beidmore was well educated in his piofession, and the 
most eminent representative of the dental art in that country Befoie 
him, no one had had the appointment of dentist to the royal family In 
the yeai 1768 he published his excellent tieatise,^ which went through 
man}’^ editions and was tianslated into vaiious languages (Fig 37) In 
1844, sevent 5 "-six years after the first London edition, an edition appeared 
in Baltmiore — a splendid proof of the lasting woith and fame of this 
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woilv In this book, Bcidinoic, who appiovccl of icpiankilion, took a 
film stand against tiansplantalion, whicli he nc\ci tiied He suggested 
that those a\1io desiicd this opciation should employ anothei piachtionei 
“\\ho piactibCb the same and is skilltul m doing so”' He considered as 
the pimcipal ad\anlage of the application of single aitificial teeth the 
suppoit thej' affoidcd to the ncighhoimg ones Befoie he definitely 
mseited a gold filling Beidmoie thought if ^\lse to tiy the toleiance 
of the tooth with a leinpoiaiy filling of cement oi some othei like 
substance ° 

The fiequent business meetings of Wootrendalc and Beidmore 
lesulted in the foimei iccciMiig insti action m dentistiy fiom the latter 
m 1765, aflei the pupil fiist executed a bond of £500 steiling cuiiency, 
with the stipulation that he should not piactice the piofcssion in London, 
01 Mithin fiflj miles of the same, dm mg the life of his pieceptoi His 
appienticeship to Beidmoie was of shoit duiation, not exceeding twehe 
months At that peiiod dentistij was not cultivated as a piofession of 
learning, noi ^\elc its teachings based on scientific deductions or con- 
clusions, but Avas consideied in an aitistic light, and was taught as other 
callings AA'eie, by displaying the piocesses themselves This fact, together 
AAuth the advantage acquiied thiough a Imiited knoAAdedge of anatomy, 
suigeiy, and phaiinacy, obtained AA'hile employed as an appi entice 
apothecaiy, may offei a sufiicient explanation for the short teim of 
Wooffendale’s appienticeship 


Robert Wbftendale, 

S L'RGFOV DFNTIS1/, lately arrived fronvLondou, (who 
wa' indruilled by Thomat BtrJmorc, Efq, Operator for the 
a ectli to Ins prefent Bncanick Majefty) begs Leave to idform 
the J’ublic, that he performs all Operations upon the Teeth, 

Gums, Sockets, and Palate Likewife fixes artificial Teethfo 
as to eficape Dircernmeiit, and Tsithuut Pain, or the kail 
inioiivcnitnrc ^ 

X B May be fpoke with at his Lodging, atIVTr John La- 
boyteaur, ar the Golden Ball, betwixt the FlyMarket and the 
brciv Dutch Church, from the Hours of nine in the Morning 
to fix m the Fsening 45 

Fig 38 — Robert Woffendole’s (ns he first spelled his name) adsertisement in the 
New York IFeekly Journal, Nosemher 13, 27, 1766, and February 12, li67 


During July oi August of 1766, he left London to visit Sheffield, 
where he disposed of some leal estate Avhich the death of his fatlier had 
placed at his command, and on the 14th of Septembei of the same year 
he sailed from Falmouth foi New' Yoik, in seaich of a location where 
he might exeicise the duties of his piofession On the 30th of October 
he airiA^ed in NeAv Yoik, and by NoA’^embei 13 he had inserted in the 
New York Journal or General Adveitiser the notice leproduced m Fig 38 
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This was again lepeated on Novenibei 27, and on February 12, 1767 
be stated that be would leave New Yoik on the 26tb of that month 
Wootfendale, bowevei, lemained in New Yoik about five months On 
the 3rd of Apiil, 1767 be visited Pbiladelpbia and lenianied until the 
following Novenibei On Apiil 6, 1767 be nisei ted the advertisement, 
lepioduced in Fig 39, in the Pennsylvania Chronicle^' 

On the 22nd of June, 1767, he added the tollowing 

“Robert WoofTendale, Surgeon Dentist (at Mrs Hunt’s, opposite 
Mrs Roberdeau’s, in Second-street) From the Encouragement he 
has received from the Public, thinks it necessary to stay some Time 
longer in this Citj He performs all operations on the teeth, gums, 
and soekets, likewise fixes in artificial teeth, so as to escape diseern- 
ment, and without the least inconAenience ’’ 


ROBERT WOOFFENDALEy 

Lately from London, but lalt fjom New-York, 

SURGEON DENTIST, (whp Nvas mftnidtfd 
by Thomas Berdmore, Lfqj opeiatoi of the 
teeth to hu Bntaiimc Majelly) begs leave to in- 
form the public, that he performs 

All operations on the teeth, 

gutns, and fockets, bkewifc fixes in artificial teeth, 
lo as to eVtpe difteiJinienr, and without the Jeafl 
incbnvenlence 

N D He may be fpoke with at hit lodgings at 
Mrs Hum, oppofitc Mr Robei ,1 au tn Second- 
firect IhtlaJ April 6, 1767 

Fig 39 — Wooffendale’s Phiindelplin advertisement Pennsylvania Chronicle, April 6, 
June 22, 27, and November 12, 1767 


This was followed by anothei on Octobei 28 in the Pennsylvania 
Chronicle On Novenibei 2 and 9, in the Pennsylvania Chronicle and 
Universal Advertiser, this postsciipt appealed “As be intends going 
to England the lattei pait of next week, be leturns Thanks to the Public 
for then favoi ” 

He evidently changed his mind when he reached New York, accord- 
ing to the New York Weekly Journal, foi on Decembei 10 and 17, 1767, 
and Januar}" 21, 1768, he again lesoits to the newspapei He stated that 
he had returned from Philadelphia and was “now residing at Jamaica 
(Long Island) but will attend at New York ei'eiy Thursday ” This same 
advertisement appeared on Januaijr 21, 1768 in the New York Postboy 

His short stay in both New York and Philadelphia, might indicate 
that he did not meet with much professional success, although, in each 
of those cities, he had made favor able ampressions on some few who had 
employed his services On his leturn to New York, he met xvith an 
opportunity to displa}^ his slull, as William Walton, Esq , employed him 
to construct a double set of artificial teeth, which xvas carved from the 
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noij of tlie Iiipi)opolamiis This specimen of denial mechanism fully 
sustained the higlicsl expcctalions of Mi Walton, and “was thought to 
be a wondciful liiumph of genius, and seemed to him in letuin a set of 
teeth festooned ^\lth los^ lips, — the naluial inheiitancc of I\Iiss Stephen- 
son, the niece and adopted daughtei of Mi Walton On the 17th of 
Septenibci, 17()7 Mi Wootlcndale and Miss Stephenson wcie united in 
maiiiagc hy the peifoimance of the usual ccicmony hy the Rev Mr 
Achmut} ”■ 



Fig 40 — Set of Rorj Dentures made bj Robert WoofTendale about 1768, undoubtedly 
like the set made for Mr William Walton (Reproduced here bj courtesj of the 
Baltimore College of Dental Siirgerr, University of Maryland ) 


In consequence of the spaise population, and as only a limited 
number of residents peimitted themselves to indulge in the luxuries or 
comforts which necessity did not dictate, novelty, such as IMi Wooffen- 
dale offered, hi ought little financial letuin Hence he definitely deter- 
mined to return to England, and sailed with his wife the 25th of Maich, 
1768, on board the brig King George He then took up his residence 
again at Sheffield, his native place, and opened an apothecary shop, 
practicing the profession of dental surgeiy at e^ely oppoitunity 

In 1775, having disposed of his inteiest m the apothecary, he 
removed with his wife and family of five children to Liverpool, and 
devoted his attention exclusively to dentistry He resided there for a 
period of fourteen years, making occasional professional visits to York 
and Manchester While there, he wrote a book on the practice of the 
profession, entitled Practical Observations on the Human Teeth, which 
was published in London during 1783 (Fig 41) This -solume, as a work 
of practical value, was supeiioi to any, except Beidmoie’s Treatise, that 
had appeared up to that time in the English language and it is generally 
included as a part of America’s contribution to dental literature, the first 
published by a practitioner m this countij’^ 
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PRACTICAL 


OBSERVATIONS 


O M T H X 


HUMAN TEETH. 


Bv R. WOOFFENDALE, 

Svuciok-Detjtist, Liverpool. 


u o N D o N. 

primed for J Jo»l^so>>, N®. ^2, St. Paul* Clmreh-VtrtV 
snd MenV] Ricnakpsoh and UaqjoNAaT, Comhill. 

at pcc i X sxi II 

Fig 41 WoofTendale’s (a pupil of Bcrdmore) contribution to English dent il lilen 
ture, and generallj attributed as tbe earliest b> an American 

The opening sentence in the book gives some idea of the popular 
understanding of dentistij'^ at that time “Whatevei relates to the teeth 
IS so little generally known and undei stood that every attempt to eluci- 
date the subject as the direct lesult of piactical knowledge, must have 
its use ” As a whole, his book is of paiticular inteiest to us, as it gives 
an excellent idea of what must have been the status of dentistry when 
it was introduced into this country It explains to the public the teeth, 
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fhcii discMscs llicu caic and llie niclliods of piaclicc A few chapters 
aic included hcic in this histoiical study 

"Of Lancinq the Guim of Yoitnq Children 
“According to the lull of nlo^l>lIt^, tlie dcTllis in London, from 
tlic 15lli December, 177S, to fllli Dtctmbei, 1779, weie 20420, out 
of A\hich number 72G1 wcie undci two >e'us old, \\hich is consider- 
nbly more linn onL-lbiid of the whole numbei lint died within tint 
lime The ^bo^c obstmlions icspccting the fiisl teeth, nnj, in 
some degree, iccounl foi the dedh of so laigc a piopoilion under 
tw’o jenrs of nge, nltbough, no doubt, mam out of this number died 
of other diseases 

"Of the Teeth, from 7 /net to Six Years Old 
“During this peiiod, in gcnei il, little attention of the dentist 
is required, e\cepl frcquentlj to examine the double teeth, which 
are ^cry subject to dcca^, and which should be tilled, or stopped with 
gold, as ciicuinstanccs ma^ indicate 

‘Trom three ^eals old, children should be taught to brush their 
teeth and gums with cold water, and to rinse the mouth wnth it 
afterwards, moining and c%cning, which piacticc ought to be con- 
tinued through life P G-7 

"Of Slopping Decayed Teeth with Gold 
“In the last obscr\ation, I liaae mentioned stopping the teeth 
with gold For se\oial jears after I practised, as a dentist, I used 
lead for this purpose, but I frequently obser^ed the lead, used in 
stopping a tooth, either by mjsclf or others, to be in a corroded 
state in a short time after the stopping had been performed To 
account for this ciicumstance, I considered, that lead, when 
exposed to an acid, soon corrodes, and then becomes poisonous As 
the use of vinegar and other acids in the food are so common, and 
as it is xvell known that people are often troubled xvith acidities in 
the stomach, xx'hich frequently rise into the mouth, the lead used 
in stopping teeth, is, I apprehend, corroded,* in xvhich poisonous 
state it must frcquentlj’’ be carried into the stomach, to the detriment 
of health I do not mention this as necessarily and ahvaj’s happen- 
ing wdiere lead is used, I have seen teeth that haie been stopped 
xvith it for several j’ears, to appearance, not altered, but as this mav 
not frequently be the case, I think it safer to use gold 

“There is another leason for using gold for this purpose, which, 
although of much less real importance than the aboie, j’et may wuth 
some be thought sufficient to give it a preference, and that is, when 
a tooth IS stopped wuth lead, it generallj’’ looks black and like a 
decayed tooth, allowing the lead to remain unaltered and not 
corroded as above-mentioned, but wdien stopped with gold, it ahvaj's 
looks xvell, and of its natural colour 

“The stopping of decaj’ed teeth w^ith anj’ metallic substance, is 
sometimes objected to, because it does not alwajs staj’ in through life 

♦ ‘ The lead in this case partaXes and hecomes of the nature and quality of 
white-lead which is well known to be highly poisonous when taken into the 
Stomach The process m making white-lead is similar to this under onr consider- 
ation as It IS the corrosion of lead hj the means of Mnegar” 
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I have observed that some teeth decay in sueh diiections that no 
method can be used to prevent a farther progress of the deeay, and 
that some Avhich are decayed and stopped witli gold, when the 
greatest attention, both with respect to time and eare, in the 
operation, either in the first oi second set of teeth, cannot insure 
suceess But as the operation is generally perfoinied without the 
least degree of pain, and with a great probability of success, I alvays 
recommend it, when piacticable, as many deeajed teeth, when 
stopped, are as sei\iceable thiough life, as if they had not been 
decayed To succeed in this operation, much depends upon the 
skill and care of the operator , for if the tooth is not stopped so 
completely as to present not only the smallest portion of food, but 
e\ en the residuum of the saliva, fi om getting into the earies, or faded 
part, such tooth will decay faster than if it had not been stopped at 
all Many teeth begin to decay a\ith several holes at once in each 
tooth, particularly the large grinders, so that if one, oi two, of these 
holes only are stopped, and the others omitted when in a proper state, 
the holes which are not stopped will, each of them, decav ]ust the 
same as if the others had not been stopped, bj \\hich omission, aery 
little benefit is obtained, therefore all the other holes ought to be 
stopped, as soon as thev will admit of it 

“If a decajed tooth is stopped with gold, as completely as 
possible, and the person cracks nuts, or such like hard substances, 
^Mth the teeth, that pait of the tooth which ^^as stopped will be 
liable to break, bj ^^hlch the slopping ^Mll come out The cracking 
of nuts, or other hard substances, is kno^^n frequentlj'^ to break sound 
teeth, therefore, no wonder it should break those that are stopped, 
and in a state less capable of enduring such Molence (p 8-11, me ) 

“People who Ine in noithern climates are less subject to have 
decayed teeth than the inhabitants of warmer climates Although it 
may be obseried that both good and bad teeth may be seen in all 
climates, it ^^ould be understood, that the teeth are more sound in 
general in cold than warm climates Those "who live in large towns 
in this kingdom, have their teeth decayed more fi equentlj' than they 
who live in the countiy, which may be accounted for from the air 
of large towns being much warmer than in the country, the 
inhabitants likewise indulging more in warm liquids For example, 
tea, twice a day, drank hot, undoubtedly is detrimental to the teeth 
The inhabitants of towns also ll^e more upon animal food than 
those of the country, and it has been proved, by experience, that 
corrupted animal food is more destructi\e to the teeth than vegetable 
food in the same state (Footnote p 13 ) 

“Of Offensive Breaths 

“It IS not uncommon to see the teeth of some persons nearly 
coi ered with a sliniA , mucous substance, of a green, black, or yellow 
colour, ^\hlch is one cause of offensive breath, and A\hich frequently 
is the case ^^hen there is not one decayed tooth in the mouth that 
can occasion it This is to be remedied by having the teeth properly 
cleaned by a careful dentist, and using daily, a brush dipped in 
^\ater, (if the person is ill, xvarm water may be used, but not else) 
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and ^fleI^^^rds in n piopci denlifiicc,* ■with a\1iic1i the teeth nre to 
lie liiuslied 

“ Viiothei cnuse of oft ensue bicith, is, decijed teeth, the food, in 
nnsticntion, lodging in tlie csiics, ot liollows, snd not being renioied 
until it becomes piitiid Weic these hollows, oi canes, stopped, as 
inentioncd in page 8, oi filed, cut, ot scraped (should the canes be 
so formed as not to admit of stopping), in such a manner as might 
enable the person to take out an^ lodgment that might be formed 
thcic (and which he could not reinoee, till such operation "was 
performed), he might then picecnt such futuie lodgments, and bj 
that means a\oid an ofTcnsuc breath, from this cause 

“It lna^ not be impiopei to obserie, that a decajed tooth is 
seldom, if e\cr, otTcnsne of itself, it is the lodgment of food in it 
that makes it so, and svhich lodgment, also, occasions its farther 
dccaj I haec frequenth seen people with ceery tooth in the mouth 
decajed, who, b^ liaeing the necessary operations performed, and 
paMng propel attention thcmsches to cleanliness, haee had the breath 
free from anj disagiecable smell, to which thej had before been 
subject If the breath is offensive from no's of the abo\e causes, the 
methods here set down will be sufficient to keep it sweet, if properlj’ 
put in practice 

“I ha\c been informed, that some dentists will promise that a 
child shall ha^e a fine set of teeth, proMded tbcj' ha\e the entire 
care of them at a propei age I bchc%e no person who has the entire 
care of a child’s teeth, can present the abo\e-nientioned stunted, 
indented, and discoloured appearance of them (except early inocula- 
tion will ha\e that effect, and that within two months after birth) 
Or, if the teeth arc small, that is, narrow^, the breath not being in 
proportion to the length, or ha\e a jellowish, or dark coloured 
enamel, it will not be in the power of anyone, safelj', to alter them 
Anj^ person that will make such a promise, I apprehend must be 
Ignorant, of his profession, or destitute of lionoui and integritj There 
are people who are rcadilj' caught •with such promises, or manj other 
specious improbabilities, wdio wall paj' little attention to manj 
things founded on reason, experience, and plain matter of fact 

“It wall be proper for a dentist to examine the teeth eierj month, 
at least, from six to tw'elve years of age It maj not be necessarj^ 
to perform any operation on the teeth c\erj time he sees the child, 
but, by this means, the different disorders will be dulj^ watched, and 
proper methods used to check them on their first appearance 

“The most material tune, to be particularlj' attentne to the 
teeth, IS, from six to twehe j'ears old Little or no attention is paid 
to the teeth, in geneial, till sixteen, seventeen, or eighteen jears of 
age, and sometimes much later, x\hen, it often takes some time to 
stop the ra\ages such neglect has caused Dailj" obser\ation, for 
several j'ears, convinces me, that the human teeth, of the second set, 
are most liable to decay soon after they make their appearance, 

♦ Dentists have m general various preparations under the title of dentifrice 
tooth-powder electuary etc etc which for manj reasons they preserve as 
secrets and each no doubt recommends his own I have a preparation ot that 
sort (dentifrice) peculiar to myself which I have used for manj jears and as 
it has always answered my utmost wishes I hope I may stand excused recom 
mending it tor this purpose p 15-18 
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that every succeeding year they acquire a solidity, which causes them 
to be less subject to decaj', and that, in general, if tliej^ can be 
preserved sound, oi, if decayed, from penetrating to the nerve (which 
in general may be done), till the twentieth or twenty-fifth yeai, they 
rarely decay afterward, having, by that time, acquired so solid a 
texture, as to resist, in a great degree, the action of putrid food, the 
general decayer of the human teeth When a tooth first becomes 
painful from a caries oi decay, after this time of life (the twentieth 
or twenty-fifth year) , it does not happen in consequence of a sudden 
decay within a few weeks or months before the pain is pcrcel^ed, 
but to its decaying generally between the age of six and fourteen, but, 
most commonly, between six and ten, at which time, the teeth 
sometimes decaj' a little, and, without even anj' care, go no farther 
for five, ten, or twentj' j ears, and so on, to seventy or eighty j ears of 
age, or upwards, but at anj' of those periods thej' maj' give pain, bj' 
the exposure of the neive, from a disposition, at the time, in the 
tooth so decaj'ed, to extend the caries, or mortification, to the ner^e 
I never saw an instance of a tooth giving pain as soon as it began 
to decaj' The front teeth seldom give pain when thej' decaj', at any 
period, when thej' do, it is generallj from the inflammatory 
toothache P 41-44 


“Of the Tooth-Ach 

"The tooth-ach may be divided into the different kinds of 
inflammatorj', common, rheumatic or nervous, sj'mpathetic, and 
from denudation P 51 

“Of the Common Tooth-Ach 

“When the nerve is exposed, a small bit of lint, dipped in the 
oil of cinnamon, cloves, turpentine, or any chemical oil, frequently 
gives relief, and if repeated for some time, often destroj's the ner\e 

P 66 


“Of the Rheumatic oi Nervous Tooth-ach 
“I give this name to one species of toothach because it gen- 
erallj' resembles the rheumatism, or a ner\ous pain, more than pain 
occasioned bj' a tooth This kind of tooth-ach frequently causes 
considerable pain in the temple, ear, tongue, and one side of the 
head, and in the muscles of the neck, shoulder, arm, and breast, and 
it IS not uncommon for the pain to extend over the whole head, 
both sides of the neck, both shoulders, arms, and the whole breast 
and stomach At this time the teeth often do not appear to be the 
cause of pain, being the freest from it of anj' part of the head These 
pains sometimes come at stated periods, and observe the same 
regularity in going off At other times, when thej' begin, thej' will 
continue a week, ten daj's, or more, almost without intermission, 
and then subside entirely for a fortnight, or longer, but return again 
as before Some people during the attack of this disorder, complain 
of a stupor and giddiness in the head This complaint has frequently 
been treated as nervous or rheumatic, with such medicines as are 
generallj' administered for those complaints, foi a length of time 
without effect I would, in this kind of tooth-ach, alwaj's recommend 
the extraction of the offending tooth, when disco\cred It is not 
uncommon for a small portion of the root of anj' tooth, but more 
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piiliciihih Iht (lo\iI)Ic ones lo cnisc tins pun Wlitn the olTcnding 
(ootli IS (}i mil the pun sonRiinits ctsscs in n ininnle sffcimid, 
bill gcnci ills conlnuics sesci il boms, ficqucnllv two oi llnec clnss, 
soinclnncs i wotk oi foi (night, md two inslnncts I ln\c met with, 
botli of lliem in soiing 1 idics, whcic the p.iin did not cntiioh subside 
foi n iiionth iftei the tooth wns out, but in cscis cisc, when the iniii 
once goes oil it ne\ti it tin ns nflciw uds, except fioiii some otbei 
tooth, winch is ciiitd In its licing leinoicd I would not base it 
iindoi stood tint I i])pichcnd thcic ncsei aie iheiiimlic oi neisoiis 
pains in the head oi those pails abos e-nientioncd, without being 
connected with, oi dciiendent on the teeth, I am confident that 
people aic ficquenlh itl'cclcd with ihciimitic and neisoiis pains 
in those p n ts, nid wcic ans, oi all the teeth in the head to be drawn, 
the patient would not be in the least relicied bv such pi actice It 
appeals to me, that those who base had pain the longest aftei the 
tooth IS taken out, are thes who line hut it also the longest before 
the exti action, the adjoining and simp ilhuing pails, haiing been 
ficqiienth and long niitiled, ie<iiiiie some lime to iccosci their 
former ti inqiiil stale The teeth which aic most coniinonh aflccted 
with this disordei, aie the dentes sapienliae, which seldom appear 
soonei than fifteen sens of age If piojici attention is paid to this 
kind of tooth-ach I belies c a dentist will seldom or neser be 
decened with it, if he is a man of apphcition and attention — 
absolute and necessais leqiiisites in i dentist ” 

Fiom the aboxc paiagiaphs il js not difficult to conclude that some 
of out eailj" pionceis xvete able to obseisc geneial conditions as they 
aiose, that they had moie tlian a fan knowdedge of the teeth, that they 
pla3'ed a pait in i elation to geneial health, and that they too w^ere con- 
tending with mail}" of the pioblems we have as j'et been able to solve 

WoofTendale, mcansvliile, duiing the j'eai 1789, learned of the death 
of Berdmoie, Ins pieceptor This event absolved him fiom his bond, 
and he piepaied to make a visit to London On his airival in London, 
l\Ii Wooffendale found such encouiagement and the inducements offered 
by the foimer pations of IMr Beidmore so desirable, that he determined 
to settle there Accoi dingl}-^ he rented a fashionable house in Dover 
Street, Piccadilty, near St James Street and the King’s Palace, to xvhich 
he moved his familj'^ His professional start m London appeals to have 
been marked xvith unparalleled success His professional populaiity with 
the most fashionable and aristocratic ciicles of London ivas most flattei- 
ing to his ambitious aspirations, and it was while he piacticed theie that 
he had tendeied him thiough Lord Southhampton, the appointment of 
dentist to the Prince of Wales This honoi, however, he declined 

Wooffendale again decided to leturn to Nexv Yoik, and on the 25th 
day of July, 1793, he placed his wife and eight childien on board the 
ship Factor bound foi Nexv Yoik, where the}" airived during the follow- 
ing September Soon aftei the aiiival of the familj" in New" York, thej" 
settled on a faim, lented by the eldest son John, about fourteen miles 
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from New Yoik, neai the town of Jamaica, Long Island Wooffendale 
remained in London about one yeai after Ins family sailed for America, 
engaged in closing his practice preparatory to joining his family, which 
he did during the year 1795 Soon after his arrival, he again opened an 
office in New York, and commenced the practice of dental surgery After 
practicing here for two years he turned his practice over to the care of 
his eldest son, John, and retired to his farm 

His wife died at Jamaica, Long Island, December 13, 1808, aged 66, 
and in the account book of Aaion Van Nostrand,® Sexton of Giace Episco- 
pal Church of that village, there aie the following entries 

“Mar 15, 1801 Mr Wooffendale, Ann, your daughter ” 

“Dec 14, 1808 Wooffendale, your mother ” 

Robeit Woofendale, as he spelled his name toward the end of his 
life, died on the 3rd of Octobei, 1828, aged 87 5 "eais, leaving by his will 
(N Y Lib 62 p 361) his dental instruments and the case containing them 
to his son, John A second son, Robert, lived in Dayton, Ohio, a daughter, 
Ann, died March 14, 1801, aged 25, and the others who survived him 
were Martha, of New York, who long conducted a jmung ladies seminary 
in Rrooklyn, Mary Eaken of New York, and Elizabeth of Ramsage, 
England To Martha he gave five shares of capital stock of the Eagle 
Fire Insurance Company of New York His remains now rest in a grave 
just beside the Chapel in the Grace Episcopal Churchyard, Jamaica, 
Long Island 

Woofendale’s published work evinced anatomical knowledge, and 
his practice was guided by physiological deductions He wrote “I am 
aware that, by making public the various circumstances relating to the 
teeth, and the operations to be performed on them, and of exposing 
some of the impositions and deceptions too often used, I shall draw upon 
myself the malevolence of ignorant pretendeis to the dentist’s art To 
these I have nothing to say Men of that profession, of hbeial minds, 
will not want an apology as exposing the vaiious means used for 
imposture m the profession, as it appears the most likely method of 
fixing it on a more solid and liberal foundation than has yet been done 

It may be safely asserted that Robert Woofendale, deservedly, is 
to he legarded as perhaps the best practical dentist of his day, and the 
references which contemporary writers made regarding his opinions 
bear like testimony His name must ever be held in high esteem in the 
history^ of the profession in this country, as an early pioneer, as the 
second dental practitioner in America and in New York, and as the 
first m the citj”^ of Philadelphia 
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CHAPTER VI 


PAUL REVERE (1735-1818) 

Contnbutor to Medical-Legal Identification 

C OLONIAL cngi.nei, gold oiid sihcismilh, pjoneci in Ameiica of 
coppci -plating and of making coppei spikes foi ships, dentist, 
patiiol and foiindci of the Reicie non plant, inimoi tali/ed bj'^ the 
poet Longfellow foi his “IMidnighl Ride,” Paul Reveie earned well the 
lepulalion his name cn)oys today “In the histoiy of oiii countiy theie 
aie possibly few men nho wcic as icisatile oi as iniiveisally capable, 
mentally oi digitallj, as Paul Rc^ele, a genius pioduced at raie oc- 
casions 

As an eiigia\ei, he made poitiaits of Adams and Hancock In 1775 
he engiaied the plates, made the pi css, and punted the bills of paper 
mone}' oideied bj' the Piovmcial Congiess of Massachusetts Many of 
his illustiations of Boston and Colonial wai episodes, as well as his 
caiicatuies and the coins winch he designed and engiaved aie to be 
found in laiious histoiical societies As a silversmith, he designed and 
created some of the most beautiful gold and silveiwaie ever made in 
this counti}’' He continued to follow this occupation after the wai, but 
at the same time he inanufactuied cannon ironware and chinch bells 
Of the lattei, a few aie still m use in the old chinches of New England 
His entries in his famous day book which is preseived in the Massa- 
chusetts Historical Society, and which this Society generously permitted 
me to examine, show that he was often engaged in several occupations 
at the same time At one time he served as propiietoi of a hardware 
and general merchandise store 

Our interest is mainly concerned with “Paul Reveie — the dentist,” 
and it IS from this point of view that he will be consideied here The 
first lecord of impoitance is Ins advertisement in the Boston Gazette and 
Country Journal dated Feb 4, 1765, which reads as follows 

“Just published and to be sold bj" Josiah Flagg and Paul Rev ere 
in Fish street at the north end of Boston, a collection of the best 
Psalm-Tunes in two three and four parts, from the most celebrated 
authors, fitted to all measures and approved bj' the best masters in 
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Fig 42 — From i p^lntIng b> Gilbert Stuart, now in the Boston Museum of Fine Arts 
(Kepiodiiced here bj permission of Mr E H R Revere ) 


Boston, New England To a\Iiic1i are added some hymns and 
anthems, the greater part of them never before printed in America 
Set in score hj Josiah Flagg, engraved bj'^ Paul Revere ” 

Curiously enough he tried his hand at a set of notes for the Psalms 
The early association of Revere and Josiah Flagg, Sr. developed into a 
friendship between the two, which latei niaj-^ have had some influence 
on the entrj' of Flagg’s son into dentistij' This will be considered jn 
Chapter XI It was Benson J Lossing, the lustoiian, in 1888 w'ho first 
called oui attention to Reveie as a “dentist”^ He wrote “Paul Revere 
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was educated in Ins fathers tiadc as a Holdsinilli, and established him- 
self 111 that tiadc, that Paul Rc\cic piacticcd (he ait ot prosthetic or 
opciatne dcnlisti\ dc\oling sonic lime to dchcalc nieclianisnis ” 

The ad\ci lisenienls ol Heseic, lonnd in the Boslon Gazette of August 
25, August 2*). Seplemhci 5, 12, Dcccnihci P) and Dcccnihei 2(i, 17()8 and 
Apiil 14, 17()‘). aie the eaihesl lecoids which convey to us his interest 
111 the so-called dentistiv ol that peiioil, and which inloim us that John 
Baker was his picccjitoi This announcenicnt will he found as Fig 10, 
p 23 


artificial-teeth 


Paul Revere, 

T akes tint Al^hod of muroing l<t5 mofi fioftre 
Thinkt to t)u OiMttlfinrB and Ladiei wSo have 
einplejcd hiiu >n the nrcot their Teeth, be would nuw 
inform them and all otbelt^ wlio are fo upfortwn>>i* at to 
lofe their Teeth bv accident or otheivraji, that he ffilt 
ennt tie* the Biifincrt ot a. Dcnltll, and Anittii bimftlt 
ihatTfom the Experitncebe haahad tlirie Two Veait,,(ju 
which Time he hai fixt lomc Hundreds of Teeth) tbit he 
can fix theip m well at inf Suigron OcniiA who over 
came from London, he fixe* them in /ucha ManMrthit 
they are not only »n Omilneni hut of (eiTUfe in Spealung 
and Eating Heeleanfes the Teeth aiid wiIJ wan on anv 
Gentleman or Lady tt thwt Lodgif^j, he may be fpeke 
with at Ills Shop oppofiie Pr Chile t at the Moiib FnJ, 
sv ere ilieGold and Silierfmiib t BuCnef* jy earned pa m 
all 1(1 Bianclies, 

>exxxxx>oo<>oo<>o<x>cxxx>oooo(xx>oc 


Fig 43 — Paul Rescrc’ft notice in tlic Boston Gazette that lie continues the business 
of a dentist, June 30, July 30, August 13, 1770 


John Bakei, as w^e have already showm, began to practice dentistry 
in Boston piioi to 1766, and continued there until April of 1768 One 
can easily see that Reveie, just 33 years of age, did not lose much time 
taking ovei the practice of his instructor. Baker In two j^ears’ time, 
Revere did not consider himself a dentist, as shown by his next adver- 
tisement in the Boston Gazette foi June 30, 1770, (Fig 43), which was 
again repeated on July 30, and August 13 This appeared but three times 
and then ceased No further newspaper announcements by Revere are 
to be found thereafter, though his diary included entxies until 1774 

It IS curious that in neither of these notices did Reveie designate 
himself a dentist in the opening statement, as most of his contemporaries 
did His modest asseition that he “continues the Business of a Dentist,” 
together with the knowdedge that lie piacticed hut a fewi^ j^ears, leads us 
to believe that he himself did not feel qualified for operative w^ork. 
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CHAPTER VII 


ISAAC GREENWOOD, SR , OF BOSTON (1730-1803) 

T hough manj' befoie have written about Isaac, Sr, and of the 
other Greenwoods, much of it we find is erioneous, therefore it 
IS our intention to piesent new mateiial relating to one of the most 
interesting and important families in earl}' dental history, by piecing 
togethei infoimation culled from unpublished manuscripts and letters 
written hj"^ Isaac John Gieenwood from the notes by his father, John 

In 1839 It seems Dr E Bryan had access to the manusciipt of 
the Revolutionary Service of John Greenwood, for m the American 
Journal of Dental Science (Vol I, pages 73, 97 and 113), he prepared a 
short history of the lole Greenwood plaj'ed in the defense of his countrj' 
The record of events duiing the years 1775-1783, were written by John 
Greenwood during the yeai 1809, and lewritten and annotated by his 
son, Isaac John Gieenwood just before his death in 1865 Though ready 
for publication at that time it was not until 1922 that his great grandson, 
the late Joseph Rudd Greenwood, had it published 

We were indeed fortunate to locate two unpublished and unknown 
manuscripts, one entitled "The Portraitures of Washington, including 
an account of such relics of The Great Patriot, as Preserved in the Green- 
wood Family” prepared by Isaac John in 1862, and another, “Stray Notes 
on Dentistry in America” collected by hmi in 1859, but rewritten by 
the son, Isaac J (ohn) Greenwood, m 1902 Besides the manuscripts there 
are several letters of the latter which throw considerable light on the 
Greenwood familj^ and their interest in dentistry In the possession of 
the Misses Eliza and Maiy Gieenwood are many more important docu- 
mentary statements and letters which thej’^ have graciously permitted 
me to examine, and have since presented to the Library of the New York 
Academy of Medicine (1937), others in 1942 to the New York Historical 
Society 

A few words relative to the parentage of Isaac Greenwood, the first 
native-born dentist, may not be amiss His father, Isaac, (1702-1745) 
was the fiist Hollisian piofessor of Mathematics and Natural Philosoph 5 " 
m Harvard College, Cambridge, basing previously served as Chaplain 
on board Admiral Montague’s flagship “He was afterwards called upon 
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lo picsuK' ()V(M llio congH'galioii ol llic Old Noi Ih Cliuicli, Boston” 
Pic)l('ssoi Isaac Oi ('('iiwood w.is llu* son ol S.inuiol (1(502-1721) andEli/a- 
Ix'lli (Bionsdon) Gi (H'liwood, and the gi.indson ol Nath.iincI (lf)'^4-1084) 
.1 young sln])wj ighl wlio came lo Iloslon boloic 1054 Nathaniel was 
llu* eldest dnld ol Miles Giei'iiwood, “woislcd weavei of Noi wicli, Eng- 
1 Mid, and accoi ding (o l.nnily liadilions, a licnlcnanl and pieaclioi undci 
Olivc'i (aoinwi'll Mih>s’ lalliei, also named Miles, was maiiied in 1590 
in llu' (dninli ol SI Pelei’s ol Mancioll, lo Ann Scolh of Bainliam 
Bi ooine ” ' 

ll has geiu'ially heen sl.iled that losiah Flagg was the fust nalive- 
1)01 n Anu'iican di'iilisl, hill this claim is not well loimded, and from 
letoids consnlh'd, it can he slated dehmtely that Isaac Giccnwood ante- 
da led Magg hy many yeais 

Isaac Gieenwood, Si , was hoi n in Camhiidge, Mass, May 9, 1730, 
'ind lesided loi some (ime jn loi lo Ihc wai on the East Side of Salem 
Sliei'l, Ihe gaiden ol his house ad|oimng Ihe Second E])iscoj)al, oi Chiisl 
( hnuh lallle ol his eaily hie is known, excejil that he studied malhc- 
malus nndei his l.illu'i and seived an apjii enliceship with Deacon 
'I'hom IS, m.iIlK'malic.il mslinmenl-makei ol Boston, preparing hinibcll 
lo lollow dial liad(' lie is said' lo have conslinclcd the hist clccliical 
miu hine in.ide loi Beniamin Fianklin in Boston, hut thci c is no evidence 
nnong h'l.mKlin’s di.iiK's, account hooks oi lelleis lo coninm this slalc- 
menl In lad, eveiylhmg ponds lo disiiiove d, though in an ailicle that 
appealed in Ihe Nrit) Yoi h Slai Novcmhei 10, 1837, this inloimalion is 
lepealed “'I'lu' Inst eh'cliic.d machine which hhanklm used, he had 
made 'll Boston hy old I\Ii Is.i.ic Gieenwood, malhenialician, son of 
Piole^soi (iieenwood ol llaivaid (-ollege, and l.dhei of the late Tohn 
(ii eenwood, denlisl of this edy ” Mi Geoige Snn])son Eddy, an aulhoiily 
on I'lanklin, wides in a lellei ' “We do have iManklm’s own slalemcid 
dial Philip Svng ol Philadelphia did some woi k on the machines which 
I' I inlvlni used, Syng was a clevei silveismdh and an inimiale fiieiid 
md IK ighhoi ol hianklin, and m.ide e\])eiinienls on his own accouid 
IS wi'll as III tompany with iManklin I'lankhn himself was a veiy 
iiigenioiis nu'chanic, and, in all piohahild)', did much oi Ihe woik on 
llu' mu limes hiinsell, ceilanilj' he devised them” 

In anolhei unpnhlishid nianusci ijit,'’ widleii hy Isaac loliii Gicen- 
wood III 1828 and piesiided lo Ihe Nriv Yoilc Aiadomij of Mcdtunc hy 
die I\liss(>s Ml/a and Mai v (iieenwood, Ihc lollowing note is ioiiiid “Isaac 
Gie('in\ood ol Boslon piacliced deidisliy when iMankhn was a young 
111 ill and was ndnn.di' with him” 

(iieenwood did not (online himself al Inst lo his duties as an 
inslninieni nnkei, hid was .ilso a w'ood and ivoiy liiinci, as w'cll as 
an iniiioilei ol hiidwaie and a ni.inulaclin ei of “iimhiellas, kdisolas 
(oi sunshades), .i ikwv imenlion foi Ihe ladies” and latei, a dcnlisl 
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Fig 44 — From a xiainting b> William Lo>ctt and reproduced bi courtesi of the 
Misses Greemiood and The Frick Art Reference Library 


Genealogy oi the Greenwood Famiiy 



Ihrough these genei Uions, tlieic can be found the mines of imny physicians, 
IS well as in inv well-known aitisls, judges md clergymen Ihosc who pi icticed 
dentistry ne in hewy type 
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Fig 45 — Mary (I’ans), wife of Isaac Greenwood, Sr, 1726 1820 From a portrait 
b} William Lovett, and reproduced bj courtesj of the Misses Creemiood and The 
Frick Art Reference Library Now owned by The New-York Historical Society 


On January 21, 1757, Isaac Gieenwood was married to Marj" Fans, 
who was “boin appaiently in some Irish Gairison town m 1725, and died 
at Dedham, Mass , Oct 11, 1820, aged ninety-five years, having survived 
her husband by seventeen years ” From this union there were born 
SIX childien, Isaac, {b Oct 13 1758, d Oct 21, 1829), John, {b May 17, 
1760, d Nov 16, 1819) , Thales, {b Dec 24, 1762, d 1786 in San Domingo, 
West Indies of yellow fever, m the arms of his hi other, Isaac), Clark, 
(b Maich 8, 1764, d Feb 15, 1810), William Pitt, (b May 10, 1766, d 
May 10, 1851) , and I\Iary, (b May 27, 1769, d Nov 6, 1839) 

Isaac Greenwood, Si , was the fiist of a long line of dentists, proh- 
abty exceeded in numbei onlj by the Parmh s ® After him came his 
sons Isaac, John, Claik and William Pitt, the son of his daughter, Marj, 
George Henry Ga 3 % (b December 5, 1805, d June 28, 1840) , the sons of 
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John Isaac John, (b Jul)’' 17, 1795, d May 14, 1865) and Clark, (b Sep- 
tembei 19, 1797, d May 6, 1838) , the son of William Pitt Greenwood 
Edwin L, (1807-1865), and the son of Rev Alfred Greenwood Alfred, 
(1841-1879) 

Theie were also John, the son of John Danfoit Gieenwood, MD, 
foi many yeais the head of Nelson College, and an early settler at 
Motueka, N Z, (1832-1909) and his son, John Chailes Greenwood, (1862- 
still living in 1933) of Wanganiu, I New Zealand Dr J D Gieenwood’s 
grandfathei, John Gieenwood, was an aitist, a mezzo-tintei, who left 
Boston hefoie the Revolution and eventually settled in London, he was 
the first cousin of Isaac Greenwood, Si Theie are some direct descend- 
ants still in active piactice to tins day, namely, one Clinton MacKay 
Greenwood, of New York City, 1893- 

Exactly when Isaac Gieenwood, Si , fiist devoted himself to den- 
tistry IS impossible to deteimine In a letter addiessed to Dr Edwaid C 
Kirk (1856-1933), dated July 21, 1905, and tinned ovei to me many j^ears 
ago by Di Knk foi an}-^ light it might tluow on Gieenwood’s activities in 
dentistry, Isaac J (ohn) Greenwood wiote “These dentists used to come 
from England or Fiance — and letuin aftei making a toui of the piin- 
cipal towns One of these, named Baker, left two able successors in 
Boston, who had picked up Ins ideas, oi else leceived actual instruction 
fiom him, and as the art lequned only gumption, knack and persever- 
ance they set up foi themselves as native aitists, they were the gold and 
silversmith Paul Reveie, and mj' gieat giandfathei Isaac Gieenwood, Si 
The tune was about 1763” This date is ceitamly too early to be con- 
sidered, as may be seen from newspapei advertisements of that time 

The foregoing details are of mteiest as evidence of the pionounced 
influence of the Gieenwood family upon American dentistrj^ the piinci- 
pal source of its activity arising from John Gieenwood of New York 
The earliest advei tisement that can be found of Isaac Greenwood, Sr, 
IS that m the Boston Gazette of March 29, 1769 This bade announce- 
ment, later having the familiar umbrella cut added to it, is to be found 
m the same newspaper of August 10, 1772, and May 17, 1773, and one 
finds it reappearing every now and then up to the year 1778 (Fig 46) 

Foi the years 1778 to 1780 no advertisements are to be found It is 
in the Continental Journal & Weekly Advertiser (Boston) of April 20, 
1780 that we find what undoubtedl}"^ was Isaac Gieenwood’s first dental 
announcement Lost between his geneial wood turning statement and 
the making of “artificial leggs and hands” is the following “Ladies, 
wax rots your Teeth and Gums throw it away Come and have your 
Teeth cleansed, and if done m time, saves them from lotting and parting 
from the Gums ” One learns that Gieenwood’s dental experience at that 
time was very limited This same notice was repeated m the same paper 
on June 14, 1781 
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DMBRILLOES 

Midfind SolJli) ISAAC CKFFNWOOD, Ttimfr, 
»t hii Shop in Fortrtfttt, Ccxi Door to Dr ttari i, 
North Fntl, Ivfctt, at ihf followmp I’ricti, fit. 

N r AT Mahopanr Framti lip il wnh Ivory orUrafj 
Frrrili at 40 / Old T^nr>r, an Inferior Sort at jo/ 
a Ficcr, and {helper hy the Doten | rfat Lufeflrinp or 
Mantua Silk Uinljnllon « 4 Dollar*, Terfian Diiloei 
from a to ^ Dnilara a Piece 3 hofe Ladici whofe In- 
priiuitr, 1 eifute and Oeconomy Iradi them to make ihcir 
own, may haxe them cut not by buying the Slickt or 
bnmei of him Ladiea that chMfe them midr, may 
,hare them cUde on reafonabje Tcrml 

A’ Il Gentlemen may be refmly d with neat Hickcry 
Walkinc Siickr, with Ivory or Bone Headr, Fifci, Bil- 
liaril Ri'I) and T ackt, and many other Thingi in the 
"T* \Vr , ci'ip for Calh 


I I J t, «IiL>,„o t ,rrriir% mill ^ (ir*l truth iiilii rli*'i 1111 nl Ihifttiit Cuftzi lit IMiiri Ii 

29. 17f.9 



Gentlemen and I adics 

that niay n s It ^riibi .l.ci.b, 
may liav* ilirm mad*, ntd Itxid 
in t. 0 netted rsaorci, without 
Il t -raft pat ibyI')AALC RhhN- 
HUOD, h oiy Turner, aI Jiu 
liuttle III the M III 3if C', be- 

tweanthtO'ci SoiuJi ai c h^Ttn 

SlarLanr, *t the South E il ol IJotro^ , lity 
help lb* Speech ei beccmiug; 11 the a* iml o i a 
Lndid 'siax rets year Tttth aid Cut J tit cjr 
it nwajr Ctmt ard d<re jturTtttk t,e . jti ard 
tj dttt$ in ttmt, favt! tbtmjrumrtltirg uttd parting 
fremtht Cumj 

N B Said GRRENWOOD oonti lUts to m ke 
Artinctal L’ggi and Ha da Toroi la Irory, 
Boiip, Surer auJ Wood M’kii Tifii, Geruiaa- 
klatci, Hauihrija 3 rc &e 
fpy' Ladltt pltaft ft ftnd jttrr Uvtirtllft ft it 
mindid tnd ttwtr'd j 


Tip 47 — Ikiiiit Greenttood, Sr ’>> fir*-! dcntiil iid>erlisenicnl April 20 to June 8, 1780 
( orilinciital Journal and IVed ly Advcrtnicr 


Il IS unwise lo liy lo establish definile dales and faets from news- 
papei advei tisements only Tins is cspeciall}'' line when they relate to 
the Greenwood family John Gieenwood once wrote” “precise dates 
alone appear lo have lieen forgotten,” and these, so fai as possible, are 
now supplied A good example of inaccuracy is the one that appeared 
in the Weekly Museum, New York, foi January 28, 1792, in which John 
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Greenwood states “he has regulaily acquired the art and skill of a 
dentist from his fathei who is well known for thirty years ” 

Later, when we take up the life history of John Greenwood it will 
be shown that this statement cannot be coirect so far as his having 
served under his father We have likewise seen that the date relating 
to Isaac Gieenwood’s taking up dentistry, 1762, cannot be coiiect, and 
evidence will be presented to show that about 1778 was the year he 
began his practice 

In order to arrive at a definite conclusion, all of the following facts 
must be taken into consideration John Greenwood, m his Revolutionary 
Services, on page XX relates the following Isaac Greenwood of Boston 
“cairied on the business of ivory-turning and, as an adjunct to the 
same, the piofession of dentistiy, much after the profession of his friend 
Paul Revel e, the goldsmith ” NB “They both learnt the method from 
Mr John Baker, a London suigeon-dentist ” This statement, one will 
see, likewise appears in the letter pieviously quoted Here undoubtedly 
IS the basis for the 1762 date 

Among Paul Revere’s papers and ledgers in the Massachusetts 
Historical Society, one finds the following items i elating to Isaac Geen- 
wood 

“Sept 6, 1762 By Balance of acct 0/11/4 p 11 

“Feb 1 1763 To a D of thimble 0/10 p 16 

“Jan 11, 1765 To mj acc of sundry’s £4 54 p 25 
“By his account £4 54 Thursday, settled with 
Mr Isaac Greenwood &. Passed Receipts 

“Feb 22, 1774 To engraving two case heads 0 9 4 ” 

From Baker’s life stoiy one finds that he left Boston for New Yoik 
in April of 1768, and as Greenwood fails to mention his new interest 
until some twelve years later, it hardly seems possible that the latter 
could have leceived instruction fiom him Had he studied under Baker, 
Greenwood like Revere would have undoubtedly included such a state- 
ment m his advertisements 

Paul Revere’s record likewise shows that he almost immediately, 
in 1769, took over Bakei’s practice, and as both Revere and Greenwood 
had had business relations as early as 1762 it is more likely that the latter 
received some dental instruction from the foimer, and at the time Revel e 
relinquished “the business of a dentist”. Greenwood apparently continued 
what little practice the former might have had Thus the date of Green- 
wood’s entrj’- into dentistry is somewheie around 1778 From our present 
evidence we therefore find that Isaac Greenwood could hardly have 
obtained dental instruction from John Baker, but instead fiom Paul 
Revere and that the year 1778 is more apt to be correct than 1762, as 
generally mentioned 
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Figj 48 — Business Ctircl of Isuac Greenwood, Sr , of Boston From an original print 
made by Paul Revere in February, 1774 Here we find no mention of dentistry, a 
further confirmation that the 1762 date is incorrect (Reproduced here by courtesy 
of the /American /intiquarian Society of W orcester. Mass ) 
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vjieen wood, 

DENTIST, No 49, Marlboroygh- Street, 

t 

A CQ_UAINTS the publiLK, tint he contimies to perform 
the ntccfl iry brand) es of th it irt, carcfi.li\ ind fan! fulls — 
Rcmosing ever' (ubltmce teinling to dellits the Teeth and 
Guma Cures tluj bourse) in the Gums, inakej. tl e fech sshue, &.t 
Sells BR.USHESt'that arc fuinblo for the Teeth, ssith a POWDER 
that lies crSfaila to recommend nicll, at lyl) per bos Tises NATU- 
RAL TEETPI on p! itea of gold or filser, ssitli gold fprmgs, if ssainted 
j^AlfcvRibftitute' ARTITICIAL j.ELlH, of difterent fuftanecs, from 2 / to OJ each — 
that give a youthful air to tie couiiten^nec, and^ re^ider pronunei ition more agreeable 
j^n'd dillind — In a svprd, both .nfliral and artifiaal are of fuch real fersiqe, as arc svor- 
rt^ the attention of'eser) on' He ssjth pleafnre attends on thofe ssho may incline to 
gimplo) him, provided the\ cinnot eonve.iientl) attend on him, at hi, llojle, svheie he 
*1ns esery accommodatio i ncseflary for then reception 

*' 

At the fame place may he had, 

t ’ 

Oil, Sdk, and Ladies’ UMBRELLAS, cheap Old Umbrellas | 
repaired, oiled, ness ly covered, &c Oil filk Caps for bathing — • 
Germ in Flutes, Fifes, Violins, and Strings for dit»'', R^d- ^•'ri 




Fig 49 — Portion of a handbill of Isaac Greensvood, Sr , prior to Maj 3, 1788, used 
as a receipt for siolin strings (See Fig 53 ) (Coiirtess of the Aeiu York Academy 

of Medicine ) 


It svould seem that Isaac, Sr, followed many of the ideas of his 
son John, for we find him latei lepeatmg them in his own advei tisements 
He also adopted John’s and Flagg’s method of infoiining the public of 
his dental ability, by using handbills or bioadsides A part of one of 
these, we now have in the Academjds Librarj^ though undated it must 
have been prior to his moving to 19 Mailboiough Street in 1788 Isaac 
used this portion, (Fig 49), to receipt a bill foi violin strings in 1789 
(See Fig 53 ) 

Isaac J(ohn) Gieenwood in his lettei to Dr Kirk further lemarks 
“The business at that time was purely a mechanical one, so far as supply- 
ing the loss of human teeth, and touched only on the border of surgery 
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in Inuinu i I’liiu oi kuiomiiu; in .ulnni 4 Inolli \\illi .i slion/* Iwisl of 
llu lnni-lo\ It w Is sonn Imu lttfo!< .illiiilion wis ^''111 lo s.iMnt* 
tiu In III 1 )\ ‘pluLHimi; 01 'Itllini; Ih (Is in Si ) (oiilddi iw Idi sti.ipi 
ind ill m plim if IK I ( ss 11 \ .md I Ml \ I md ol si .i-Iioi si liisK .111 .11 lifici.d, 
s| mil d (si dim; \\.i\ nni’Uil) mini woik wilIi It i 111 Allti a mIiiIc 
wlioli* SI Is wi'ii 111 nil' llii nppi 1 'ind lowii niinddilis hcim; limit d .d 
lilt IniK In Iwo SI iiiKiit id II spn il spi iin;s I lit Iifii;IiI ol Hit' tlonlal 
11 1 lilt'll v\ IS lo II iM' lln SI spi iiil;s so nliiisli'd as lo f;i\i' llii’ It'.isl iiicon- 
Miiii'iui' iinl ii in nil in pi in 

Is 1 10 (ti 1 1 nw ood s oil III w is In si a I I'l M 11 IIioi oii[;li lit I\m t n MiIK 
ind Si M 11 Slai I nn 01 .Siininn i SI willi llii OIil Soidli ( Iniicli on llic 
coi ill i In llu ( "litnibuin ( < nliDi I foi \pid 27 . ITS"), (iict nwootl lolil 
of llu 'siiciiss III' Ills ixpiiiiiuiil 111 lilt tit III d .III In M.n, 1788 , 
( Ufmoi /ii;n //s ( I nhnt I) Cnn nwootl niini il lo 1 ') 'M.ii lioi inn'll wliciclic 
tonlimit'd lo pi 11 III t lip lo Ma\ 17 ')") I'nld llii 11 In i.ii i it il on Ins inei- 
t inlili slon donq willi Ins ilfiil.d pi.ulitt' 

Isiii (tit'tnwood w.is llii iiilitsl of oiii tlinlil pi ulilioiicis lo 
Mtlojil 1 tlinlal sloi; in iiul lo lomliit I iicwspipn lainiian'iis in an 
indi'aMii lo t'tlui.ilc llu* piildii J Ins lie liei'an in Hie 1 /nssrn ( i n- 

liml M i\ 5 1788 wlitn lit' suemslttl a toopei.ilion of dinlisl, palicnl 
and jilnsicMii ‘ li/n/si with i/oiir pluj'^u Hin” lu. si. lies, likewise lie 
"woulil illeiid on Hiose who founti il nitoineiiionl lo tonic lo him 
(I'lg -lO) 

Al Hns t.iih il.ilt he semis lo h.i\e imtiei slootl IIic \ahic of Icelli 
and Hieii 1 el.ilionsinp lo hillei lu.dlli, foi on M.n 27, 1780, 111 Hie same 
newspapei he wiiiietl "Del.us aie D.ms'eioiis ‘Mlaid to ijour teeth 
and prtsinu i/oiii Iieatth and tx anti] and tin in fiom diunj" (Fig 51 ) 

He also mlioiluced Hie looHi hiiish m his athci listmciils picloiiall}', 
IS Flagg did a few jeais I.ilti In Hiis same nolice, as in Hie one a j'eai 
tailiei, he began lo Iiandlt “clecliital niathmes, w'lHi apparalus foi 
expeiimenls and inedital use” Tins w'ould mdicale Hiat he did not 
enter the electiical field until late in Ins caieei, and that he piobably 
did not make Hie macbmes himself, foi be w'ould suielj' ba\e mentioned 
that fact as be did m bis adveitisenient that appealed 111 the Columbian 
Centinel, May 14, 1796 “also at the above iManufactoiy — Electrical 
Macbmes and Medical appaiatus made and lepaiied also a variety 
of Turned Woik, m ivory and wood NB Electiical Machines, wnth 
Medical apparatus to let ” He advised the public that he “fixes natural 
teeth on plates of gold and silver, with gold springs ” This was two 
years after the same announcement by his son, John 
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ISAAC GREEmVOOD, 

DENTIST, ^ 

A CQU A! N TS ihc publick, that he na^ 

./x KLvIOVED from N° 49 to N-’ i9,Marlbo- 
roughiiifcet.opporite Me/Trs Adoi Ys’Storc wiero 
he contiiiuei to perform the necciTar)' branche- oi 
that art, carefully and faithfully Reraoring lvc* 
ry fub'lance tending todeflrot thcrceth andGumr. 
Cur'i the Scurvy in the Gums, makes the feetX 
wni»e, f>'C belh BRLSPEa that are fuita- 
blc for ttie Tteth. ivun a PO\VDt*..R that nctet 
fails to recommend uIl'I, at i '4 per box Fixei 
NA 1 URAL FELTH on rla>c' of gci 1 or f ,\n, 
withhold fprings, if \>£i,ied ^ijo, fuhniii'tca 
AR 1 1 N Cl AL 1 EEl H, of diiTcrent fubi'''>n:csy 
from a/ to 6/ each — tjiat give a youtnful air to 
the countenance, and render pronuncjation mora 
agreeable ana diAinR — In n word, both natural 
and artificial are of Aich real fcrvice, as are wor- 
iliy tbe attention of ciery one He with pleaGre 
attends on tl ofe who may 1 iclinc to employ him, 
protiJcd they cannot com eniently attend on him, 
at his HOUiL, v here he has every acCommoda- 
t on nectnarv for their reception 

yf/ I ht jamt plate wi’j bt bad, 

Ciil, Silk, and Ladies’ UM- 
BRELLAb, cheap OldUmbreU 
las repaired, oiled, newly cover- 
ed, &c Oil Silk C APS for bath- 
ing, German Flutes, Fifes, Vio- 
lins, and btrings for ditto, Reeds' 
for hautboys. Men, Boxes and 
Dice for back gammon, Chefs 
men,BiiliardBal)5,IvoryCombs, •» 
va'iory of Canes, by wholefale and retail, Cano 
btrings, Whips, eletlncal Machines with appara- 
tus for experiments and medical ufe— artificial 
Magnets, &c &c &c 

N B Said Greenwood offers his fervice to 
elcRerife thofn who (land in need of that almrli 
unuerfal remedy, at i/b each lime, ath s Houfe 
(O’ t^d-vifi with your phyptiam M A v 3,1788 



Fig 50 — From Massachusetts Centinel, May 3, 1788, in svliich Greenwood, in type, 
recommended that patients advise with your physician, also fixes natural teeth on 
plates of gold 01 siRer svith gold springs 


The advertisement of October 21, 1789, clearly shows that Green- 
wood was a clever salesman, and that he knew how to appeal to the 
public At this time he apparently was not devoting his entire time to 
the dental profession, although he did omit any reference to his mercan- 
^le business, (Fig 52), in some of his advertisements 



1S\\( (,1U I \\\()OI). SH 



DLLA^b AKh UACJO'J* ROUS. / - 

tc')cur Intfi, anti pttjtrtf ymr httdtk ini 
h'xih cnA Ihtn Jrtn Atcay, 

, Ifaac Gtecnwood, 

DiKTi»T,K'o 19, Afct/icreyjA* 

StrttU 

■pURrOHMScvfp opc- 
XT tiuon on the Iwih'enA 
Cum*, icn«!iri£to|‘rl-rcrvo iheir 
cjfe, »nd prercrtWion. 
Thofe perron* who wifh to prclctte their teeth, 
mil ihore who h»tc h*d the ini»ror»»rr to lof* 
any. nii), h) appljinfi 4* above, depend on Iif» 
exertmni In mtnt their »pptob**ion. Plif charge* 
ire loW, to five etaty Otic an opportunity to 
r^eeiie hcnefii oniitn He with pleafure wiiu 
on thofe ^it a trifle more expenfc) who c*nnOt 
conscnicntlyntteild at hi* houfe — where there 1* 
c\er^ accommodation for their rccqiiion 

HruOici, Dcntrificc.and tooth Powdel^ 

3pct for the teetit anrl gumi 

At the fane plate nay k he^ 

A variety ofUrnbrel-* 
lat, by wholtfile «nd re* 
tail, It cheap and meat as 
tn any part of America 
Oldonctotledj^icpairedanil 
covered — oil lillc Capa for 
bathing! 

A variety of Mufictl 
Innruincni*,vtx,Clarinttf^ 
Hautbrtyi, Flutot, Fifes* 
Flagelets, Violin*, Ac 
riel Roman \''iolin Stung*. 

A varict) of walk 1 HR Sticks, Canes and 
Whip-. , Imall, dvil and rdund Pitltini Frame*, 
made tn any model. Oval and round ivor/fcwi* 
ts for miniature pi&ures Btllurd .l2gilj|i|iroty 
Coml}*, Dice, Chefi-men. Ac 

ftlih ricancal’Machincs,"1^1tQ Appi» 

ratiij, for erperimenti and medical ufe. 

riven /or_iyORY. Mt f %T, 


proper 



ni 


Fib 51 — Ad\crti‘iciiicnt of Isaiic Greenwood, Sr, in wliicli the use of the toothbrush 
and pots of dentifrices were first displa>ed, 1789 Tins same cut was used b> John 

m 1790 Massachusetts Centinel 
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LADIES ami GENTLEMEN, 

W HEN decoratin'? 

yourrelvos with the or- 
naments of Hrcfj, txamine your 
TEETH, and if you find them 
deficient or difordcrcd, apply to 

I. Greenwood, 

DENTIST, 

No. ig, M^AfTtBOHOUCH-STREBT, BoJiOft, 

Whofe ptaSice IS oniverfally approved of, and 
who Will exert his utmoll abilities, to heal every 
direafe, and make good every deficienfy— fo jk 
to render them not only the moftEnlhant oma- 
niente that can bo cJtpofcd to view— but of fuch 
ufe as to afford you REAt fatiifaflion. ocr at. 

Fig 52 — Tjpe of ^tl^acllve advertisement to draw the public’s attention to dentistrj 
Here one finds onlj a dental notice with no accessories Massachusetts Gazette, 1789 
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Fig 53 — Greenwood’s receipted bill for violin strings, March 1789, showing that he 
was not at that time confining his entire time to dentistrj (Courtesj of the New 

Yoik Academy of Medicine) 


Just ho^^ long GieenA\ood continued in active piactice, we have not 
been able to asceitain In the Diiectoij’’ of 1795 Isaac Greenwood is 
found on Gaiden Couit, and in May of that yeai he stated he was 
moMng fioni 19 Mailboiough Sheet, to the Noith Square In 1799 there 
appealed the names of only thiee dentists in the Boston diiectoiies Isaac 
Gieem\ood, Old Noith Squaie, his son, William Pitt, opposite the head 
of the Mall, and Josiah Flagg This last notice appealed again m the 
Columbian Centinel on Apiil 10 and September 18, 1790 His final record 
as a dentist is to be found m the Massachusetts Mercury of December 
20, 1796 
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lie ”1 — Ixtr* <1( nliirr* mule In Niiir (rntniMitl, ‘'r , of Hinton in 1799 The nor> 
heme rnriril npon i Ii ni of h ill r<ini|iinition (Hi iiroiliii i il Inn li% pcrninsion of 

till llartnni l)i ninl School) 



Fig 55 — Top views of the same denture. Fig 54 
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Gieenwood died on Octobei 18, 1803, aged 73, in Dedham, Mass, 
having moved theie with his wife and daughter in 1800, and huilt a 
cottage upon a lot leased from the Episcopal Church In writing to 
his son he says “as to our situation, etc , Mr Bull will inform you I 
wish you could see it I feel very happy in it — and when I reflect on 
the happy situation all my children are in, and how much more favored 
I am than many that I know, I call to mind what I learned m my youth, 
— what shall I lender to my God foi all his gifts to me — have nothing 
to lender but a contented mind”'’ His portrait painted by Lovett, a 
Boston artist, about 1791, “lepiesents him sitting, half length, full face, 
with a rolled wig, at his left elbow a copy of Hunter on Human Teeth, 
the foieaim extended and bowed spectacles swinging at the end of his 
fingeis ” 
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CHAPTER VIII 


lAMES (lACQUES) GARDETTE (1756-1831) 

l<> now. \\» ln\< s( ( n {hit llinsc iu( ti pi.KliciiiH denlislij in 
Plnl’nh l])lu « '\»'>( nnmiK iliin i nils slnpiimq o(T foi a fiw \\ccks 
ni numllis is lh< \ li’nthf! fioni iil\ lo cih In Vpiil of 1781, 
Iht r<‘ itn\«ci fiani Ni w “Snil^ om I.icipics l.iPi Anf,'lici/c(l lo Tames, 
Gnrdctic who (onlinmd lo piailne in Ih il til\ foi o\t'i a pciiod of 
foil\-fi\( M ii-s Ih I inn lo lhis(onnlt\ willi a lvnowl('d;»c' of dc'iilislij, 
IncKi d h\ ixiniKiuc and willi Ihc liaimn^ of llu snif'con of llial daj 

fiudolU w IS hoi n on llu 1 1th of \nmisl m \f 5 en, Dcpai Inicnl 

d( Lot 1.1 (t iromu 1 riiu< Ilis f ilhci dud when Linus w.is ]iisl a lad, 
ind lillh Is Iniown of his eiil\ lift e\te|)l lli.il follow niff his falhei’s 
ddiiist lu w IS hioni 4 hl up h\ Ins pakin.il uiicic, lll.n/e Gaidclte, w'ho 
luld llu ofhct of pios( cnliiij^ alloine\ until an adxanccd afje Tames 
recdvdl .ni ordmiiN iculdiiicil edncalion m a inoMiicial town In 
177 5 lu was Sint lo Pans lo sliuh analonn and snivel j, lemammg Iheie 
two \ c ns as 1 sludeiil a I llu Po\ il Medie.il School ITis Iviiowledgc W'as 
considcied to he complete aftei a tonise of eighlccn montlis m the 
Ilosinlal at Toms, then jiassnig the legnlai examination at Ilajoniie, by 
till suigions of the Admiiallc, he leccntd a commission as siiigeon m 
the I'lench nasi In the dischaigc of his oflicial diitj, the ^esbel in 
which lie scried came to Ameiica in 1778, and shoi lly aflei Ins ai rival, 
Gaidellc is snjiiiosid lo liaie lesigned fiom llie Navy He had piciiously 
lecciied some instiuction m denlislii m Trails as a necessaiy pait of 
his naial piejiaialion, fiom I.ouis Laforgue and M Lc Roy de la Faudi- 
nierc, dentists m high lepntc At that same time he studied such wwks 
in dentislii as he could obtain, among lliem those by Fauchard and 
Bourdet 

According lo nmile B Gardctlc (1803-1888), ivbo piepared the bio- 
graphical notice of his falhci for Chapin A Harris’ Dictionary of Dental 
Science, Bioqraphij, Bibliography and Medical Terminology 1849,® (this 
same notice was pnvately published by James’ daughtei in 1847 as a 
pamphlet of 22 pages, and appealed also in the American Journal of 
Dental Science v 1 NS No 3, April 1851), he sailed from France in 
October, 1777, on the bug of war La Barquaize de St Jean de Luz 

135 



136 


HISTORY OF DENTISTRY IN AMERICA 




Fig 56 — Reproduced here hj courtesy of the Baltimore College of Dental Surgery, 

University of Maryland 



UMl s (1\( ol I (,\!U>I MI n? 

lit vliiu li flit Mtivftui Mil! vluuiiii lri\( Miintil jil I’lMiittiilii (Mih ni 
liuiiuN I iidIi (i (till lit It I, lit <1 fnilhii 

1 1 ll li'Vt 111 liliitl\ itiil )ii)|iitl It iiiii\t lilt III (III iiii) liiiiil limit 
%\lnili liimnlii mi m mv \inm( I 1 1 tit litiii ii In lln liiiliil Stilts nl 
(III pitiiiii Ilf iiiit Hi I I II iliim Ilf liiili pi lull IK I li III III) sm ill 
inniiitiit iM(n\itiiin, III! I mil SI of \li ((Hitilli Hi in nK iiiiiisi 
Ilf fniit nimilli iliitiiii svluih 111 III) II I lilt III iiirmtiil with l\sti 
hrilisli sliipi' lii'lin! (Iiiii liiitis'init i li ilf nut iii \s liii li Hit 1 1 \\i 1 1 
M \ 1 1 il ) lilt i! im! \\ miiiilt il mi Im ii il lln m sm I of w hit Ii lit w is lln 
stiff cm I Ins SI I IS In hisi It 1 min ill il Ins nllii i il iliiln s mil 
I mnn 1 inm \s iih lilt Iiiinliniw ft niii w hit li In tismtnil iiiliinliim 
In n!n,)I llti’ inimlfs Is Ins timin Winn lln I it in It lit 1 1 mil n nn 
nriiviit tl\i\spnt( III ss IS iinlllf I il In Msillll itlnu n mil I nmillt lit i 
pnrliri ts i ih nils' (In nlhiits illmtlitif him umpiniil mil tim- 
snluThli nriiipilnm fm t shml tiiin 

\\ t \\ ill 11 i\i In I il.i il rni lii mil tl 111 il I mil s son li id sonic di finilc 
ptniif of lln dill md nil iim -I nut s hI.iIiiiu In Ins f.illui s .inn.d in 
lliis 1 oiinit \ nid Ilf Ins \ ml 111 \i w poi 1 \ llioioiitjli sc ncli of ni.iicnal 

t iiu 1 riiiii" till III mil nlluiis ’iiid nn ii ulm sii\(d in Ih.il w.n Inis 
f nil d to n V( il Ills n niu innincsi lln m Ni illn i doi s llic n.inu .ijijnsn 
in Mono lln list of 1 n m Ii loniliilmls pnldislicd In llie rieiicli 
(lONcinimnl in I'llil m in Doniol'" inn i in nn li uc be found in Ihc 
iTs-Iints fii p ipi Is of III! \ molls HInnIi Isl ind Ilislonc il Sociclics noi 
w IS III' IisIt d nnoinjsl lln I ii in li ollm i s i csidnif,' in New jioi 1 ” " dining 
lln NMiiUisIn \\ IS siipposi d lo 1)1 lln*i( l.inu s ft n dcllc also li.is been 
cudilcd willi lining luiii in.idi a M ijoi Ctcncial in Lafajcllc’s Aini)', 
but lluit IS no ionfiim ilion of Ibis slabnuni Wc .iie led lo bcIle^e 
dial be was nol in \tv\poil dining lliosc \cais Ilowinci, the lale Di 
illi nn S Slicrin.in ( -Idll) of Ncwpoil in a b llei senl lo us, wiotc 
as follows 

“In ritiiril lo liinkllts It ning the Isns — he left l)cfoic the 
rrinrli isinilitnm mnli i iliSliiiifj fill sliign] c.mu lo Hhoiic Isl md 
Wi I mnol I \p< 1 1 to liinl him in nn oflniil Niw hsi His son 
lot iliil him in Hoslon, Niwpoil, \i \\ ^oiK iinl Im dl\ in PhiH- 
(lilphi 1 

“Ilhodc Isl md s i\\ much of Hit Iicncli dining the Revolnlion 
Tile Unitk of Hhoik Isl md w is foiifihl AiiKiisl 29lh, 1778, and the 
firsl fleel under ikSl iiiif? was scis acinc hcic dining that sunimci 
Newport htcime llic lie idtiiiailcis of Itochanihcaii who arrised w’lth 
m arinj of si\ Ihoiis md in 1780 Uie foicc rem lined in camp here 
and nearhj pi ices until the h illlc of YoiKlowm in 1781 The fol- 
lowing winter, 1781-2, wc find lliciii in ProMdence It seems natural 
to find him among Ins coimlijincn I tliink prohablv he joined with 
others m the early conllitl AVe h id nian 3 cases of wdiich there is 
no record "Wc also know tliat inanj' ■volunteered for a short term 
Hundreds returned to their lines of work almost os ei night I base 
bad manj' conversations conceining Gardette, especially in regard to 
his teacliing Josiab Flagg, wuth ray old friend, Dr Eben Flagg I 
graduated under Dr J Foster Flagg, who was born in Providence, 
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R I in 1828, and who spent half of each year in Newport with his 
uncle. Dr Henry Jackson Dr J F B Flagg was J Foster Flagg’s 
father He practiced in Providence about 1825-40 or a little later 
So the whole family was from Newport and Providence ” 

In checking up Emile Gai dette’s biogi apliical sketch,® a numbei of 
inexplicable inaccuracies have been found On page 21 of the pamphlet 
the author stated 

“His want of famiharitj' with the English language seems to 
have made him diffident about publishing his Mews or improvements 
in his profession, and it vas not until 1827 that he was induced by 
his friend, the late Dr James Mease (a liberal and warm friend of the 
Arts and Sciences), to furnish an article for the Medical Becorder 
on the Transplantation of the Human Teeth the first, and we 
belies e, the only publication that bears his name This paper, occupv- 
ing seven pages of the periodical referred to (January, 1827), goes to 
show the impracticability and injudicious character of the operation, 
and exhibits a sound and sensible theory, with some original sugges- 
tions ” 

It IS surprising that the interesting and instructive aiticle by James 
Gardette, published in The American Museum, Philadelphia 1790, Vol 
VII, pp 266-68, and entitled Remarks on the Diseases of the Teeth, 
written thirty-seven years hefoie the one alluded to hj’^ his son, has 
remained either forgotten oi hidden all these yeais It is even more 
remarkable that it was unknown to him Besides this ai tide there Is 
another heretofore unknown and unmentioned On September 19, 1788 
the editor. Mi Goddard, of the Maryland Journal & Baltimore Advertiser 
was requested “to please give a place, m your useful Paper, to the fol- 
lowing obseivations on the piopiietj^ oi rather the necessity, of taking 
care of the teeth, — and jou will oblige, 5 mur obedient seivant, J Gard- 
ette” This appeared as an editoiial on p 3 of the above issue 

Gardette’s professional caieei can be followed fairly accuiately from 
1783 In the fall of that yeai he was practicing in New Yoik xvith little 
success Unfoitunatety no newspapei ad's ei tisements of the time offer 
any information concerning him oi his activities m this city As Le 
Mayeur was actively engaged duiing that time in dental piactice, and 
as both were of Fiench descent, it must he taken for gi anted that they 
came m contact with each othei heie, and not m Newport as other 
historians have i elated Though his son wrote that Gardette began to 
practice m Philadelphia m June 1784, we find that Gaidette had already 
settled there eailj' m April, according to a series of advei tisements which 
appeared m the Pennsylvania Journal & Weekly Advertiser and con- 
tinued until 1796 

“Mr Gardette 

Surgeon-Dentist, latelj from Pans 

Begs lease to inform the ladies and gentlemen that he makes artificial 
teeth (vhich imitate the natural) from a single tooth to svhole set, 
and places them, ssithout the least pain, so regular, that it is impossi- 
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on tiu mil of (h loin I of Ill'll M.ii Hi.il be look Hu. oatli of allcmance 
In 17‘H )i(> \\ Is it Nil SS ( bf'stiiiil Slieel In 17')}"’ Ins otbee was at No 
7") Walnut Sin i I Inlwiiii Doik iiui Iluid on Hie noilli side, which 
w IS Hie most f.islnon ibli put tif Hu ciIn He nioNcd to the comer of 
Ninth and ( heslnul Slut Is in ISl.S wluit lu uniaintti until his leliio- 
inenl fioin pi iclitt in l.S'i'l. when he lelnintd to riance, to icMsit the 
set IK of Ills t II h lift (i.iidtlle eonuneneed the piaetice of dentistry 
at 1 lime when the pioftssion in this eounli\ was luit a lew' steps beyond 
Hie husiiu SS of llu "looHi-diawti ’ aiul the “hlecdei” Like the lest of 
Ills eonfieu’s, he took oeeasion to Msil Hie sin i oimding cities He w'as 
in Ballinioic in the t.ill of 1788, as on Sepleniliei Ih he was piacticing 
on Maikel Slieel. opposite South Slieet Hehvccn 1784 and 1788 he 
interested Inniself in “legnlaling the dentition of children,” for in an 
announcement in the Manjland loiinuil Baltimore Advertiser he 
added Hial infoimation Tliough he intended to lemain a month accord- 
ing to anothei notice on Oclohci 8, he wms still m Baltimore on October 
24 He left theie about Novcinhei 14 , 1788, being “obliged to go to 
Philadelphia, to fulfill some engagements he had there,” but he again 
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letuined on Januaiy 5, 1789 His practice continued to grow, for on 
IMaich 31 he announced that he would be obliged to remain another 
eight 01 ten daj’^s 

Gaidette returned to Philadelphia in Apiil, and in August we find 
him again in New Yoik, where he was located at No 22 Beekman 
Stieet, neai John Gieenwood,^® who was then at No 56 William Street, 
coinei of Beekman 

On January 1, 1790, he again visited Baltimore Just how long he 
lemained there is not certain His next announcement appeared in the 
Federal Gazette of Philadelphia, Septembei 14, 1790 On January 23, 
1792, he wiote “In order to prevent persons from calling several times, 
he would m the future he at home every morning until eleven o’clock,” 
while m the same journal of Novembei 12, 1792, he complained that as 
“many mistakes having been made by servants leaving verbal messages, 
he will be obliged to those who may require his assistance, to send their 
messages m wilting” In the Federal Gazette for October 10, 1796, he 
adveitised for a runaway negro 

Gaidette lemamed m practice in Philadelphia until 1829, a period of 
forty-five yeais Heie he enjoj'^ed the fiiendship of many eminent 
physicians of tliat day, among them being Benjamin Rush, Kuhn, Mease, 
Shippen and Wistar, who “befiiended and eneouiaged him by such aid 
and couitesy as weie due to his coirect professional views, and his edu- 
cation and manneis as a gentleman Gardette devoted himself 
attentively to the pui suits and impiovement of his profession, and ac- 
quiied no unenviable leputation and skill m its various departments”® 

His son, Emile, wrote of his father as follows 

“The difliculties ■which the dentist had to contend with were 
manifold, he ■was dependent chiefly upon his own judgment and 
in\ entile genius for his success, and that, too, for the benefit of 
patients who, in many instances, had but little confidence in the 
operations of dentistry Instruments weie very defectiie, and not to 
be had in this country, and eien the materials which were recognized 
as appropriate for professional use could not be obtained short of 
Pans or London Among the improvements introduced into the 
practice of dental surgery by Mr Gardette, whether in the w^ay of 
instruments or operations, some few', at least, ha\e been identified 
with his name, and we cannot better show the estimate placed upon 
tlieni than by the follow'ing extract from the Minutes of the ‘John 
Scott Legacy for the Encouragement of Useful Inventions in the Arts 
and Sciences ’ 

“1822 — To James Gardette, dentist, for three mechanical 
improi ements in his profession, xvliich are highly com- 
mended in Europe and in the Lnited States, and for a simple 
leier instrument for the easy and expeditious extraction of 
teeth and stumps of teeth, awarded a medal ‘to the most 
deseriing,’ and twent^ dollars 

“The aboi e ‘aw'ard of merit’ is the highest permitted by the w'lll 
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Fig ">7 — ReLCipl fligncd I)> Gardctte for professional scrnccs, 1802 (Collection of 

William Trueman ) 
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As to Gardette’s use of the first “gold mortise plate” we have been 
unable to locate in any of his eaily articles or newspaper announcements, 
prior to 1800, anything that would indicate such a method, and the date 
usually given as 1787 is far too eaily for this type of “plate ” This date 
IS based upon the statement found in the American Journal of Dental 
Science, 1st series, Vol X p 63, which reads “It is probable, too, I should 
infer, that the first gold plate sustaining artificial teeth, made in America, 
was adapted by Dr Gardette, the one he cites having been constructed by 
him about sixty-seven years ago ” We have the set of teeth made for 
Washington by John Greenwood in 1796, which is now preserved in the 
Baltimore, College of Dental Surgery, and which proves that John 
Greenwood used this method before 1800, as well as Greenwood’s ad- 
vertisement of November, 1786, stating “he fixes them (teeth) upon 
gold” 

Emile Gardette continues ® 

“It IS a well authenticated fact, that Mr Gardette successfully 
maintained sets of artificial teeth for the upper jaw on the principle 
of atmospheric pressure, as early as 1800 * 

“We have heard him relate the following anecdote of the chance 
which led to this important discoierj' He had furnished, for the 
second time, an entire set of upper teeth (enameled Hipps ), for Mrs 
A M’C , and owing to the short time the first set had lasted, under 
the action of the saliva, he suggested that this set should be left much 
heavier In order that the tongue should become accustomed to this 
increased bulk, necessarily contracting the limits for its free move- 
ments, the lady was desired to keep the new piece in her mouth 
as much as possible, during a few weeks, but not expecting her to use 
it for purposes of mastication or speech until the usual springs should 
be attached to it Mr G promised, at the end of the period named, to 
call and arrange the piece for permanent use 

“It was then still the custom for the dentist to attend at the 
houses of his patients, and a busy season caused months instead of 
veeks to elapse, when Mr Gardette called again with an apologj”^ 
for neglect, his pliers and springs ready, he requested Mrs M’C to 
bring the artificial pieces She replied, T have them in my mouth,’ 
much to the astonishment of her dentist, with whom she had been 
con^ ersing with her usual facility She stated that at first they were 
a little troublesome, but she had become accustomed to them now, 
and they ansvered every purpose as veil without as with springs, 
and she vas glad to dispense vith them The principle upon which 
the artificial piece thus adhered to the gums, at once suggested itself 
to his mind, and suction, or atmospheric pressure, was henceforth 
depended upon in numerous cases of the same kind 

“Nor were his impro\ements less important in the cure of 
diseases to vhich the teeth and gums are liable, he was the early 
ad\ocate, if not the first vho recognized the wisdom, of affording 
space for the healthj and good arrangement of the teeth by judicious 
extractions in youth He belieaed, and his long experience proved, 

• See the remarks under Longbolhom p 72 
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‘ Jhc forming mil (titling of Hit teeth ire the work of nature 
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art 

‘It IS not surimsing that the eulling md foinnng of the teeth is 
not illended to th d iiegleet is not ceic pi ejiidicial, but the same 
emnot he siid of eiielessncss in prescrcing them Men naturally it- 
lenlice lo Hie c ire of their he illh, neglect b> i singular contrast, 
tint which ccidcntlj conliihiites to it, I mein the pi cservation of the 
teeth, md th it neglect m ij he itlended with verj’ bad consequences 
for he ilth depends greatly on the digestion of aliment, and digestion 
depends on that aliment being prcviouslv prepared bj mastication, 
which is done by the action of the teeth, and these cannot certainly 
act well, without being sound and powerful 
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“It follo^^s, from what has been said, that the teeth are, if not of 
absolute necessity for the preservation of health, at least of the great- 
est utilitj , that it IS necessars' to take the greatest care of them, and 
to cure them of the diseases with which they may be affected 
Besides, thej are one of the beaulifullest ornaments of the head, and 
are absolutelj necessary for the agreeableness of the voice, the pro- 
nunciation of a discourse, and tiie articulation of sounds 

“The arrangement and figure of the teeth form m the mouth two 
kinds of enclosures capable of reuniting and modifying the sound 
of the voice in an harmonious manner, which charms the ear and the 
senses ^^hen the tongue executes its movements, and strikes the air 
apiopos It IS bj the effect of that harmony that the discourse is 
more intelligible and more graceful than it A\ould be if the teeth 
^\ere ill placed, or had considerable spaces between them Powerful 
motiies to engage those who are obliged to speak in public, and the 
loiers of music, to take gieat care of their teeth' To these motives 
ma^ be joined that of fa\ouring the breast It is eiident, and experi- 
ence demonstrates it, that sound and well-arranged teeth pre\ent the 
air from entering and coming out, in too great quantity and too rap- 
idlj, bj the moutli, and that thej form with the tongue a kind of bai- 
riere or sluice, which lets the air pass only by measure, by means of 
which the breast is neither so easily dried or exhausted 

“The teeth serie nioreoier to support the cheeks and the lips, 
which is not of less importance to the agreeableness of the face, as 
it IS eas^ to sec by the deformih which their loss occasions 

“To what extiemities arc not pci sons reduced, especially those 
of the fair sex, when thej ha^e lost some of their teeth, without ha^- 
ing them replaced' Thej can neither open their mouth, say a word, 
or e^e^ smile, lest they should discover defects, wdiich reproach 
them with their neglect, in preventing them 

“I might here site se\eral other bad effects, which neglect pro- 
duces, such as offcnsneness of the breath occasioned bj"^ carious 
teeth, Ac the disgusting colour, and the slovenliness of the teeth 
The prospect alone of these defects or negligences afQict us, they 
must then be prevented, or at least remedied J G” 

The next article fiom the pen of James Gaiclette is to be found in 
The American Museum, Philadelphia 1790, Vol VII pp 266-268-“ 

“The causes of the v arious diseases to vvdiich the teeth are inci- 
dent, are numerous, both internal and external Their conformation 
maj be injured, in the earliest infancj’’ Fathers, mothers, and even 
nurses maj communicate to children scrophulous, scorbutic, or 
venereal taints, to saj nothing of such diseases as the small and 
chicken pox, the malignant humours of wdiich maj operate on the 
teeth, and produce a bad formation of them 

“The air we breathe, especiallj if it be warm and moist, coarse, 
impure, or charged with noxious humours — ^wmter of a bad qualitj, 
greatlj vicissitudes from heat to cold, an acrimonius saliva, impreg- 
nated with corrosive salts, the portion of aliment which remains in 
the interstices of the teeth, the different drugs which are used to 
whiten (often containing acid and corrosive particles, Ac ) contribute 
in a great measure, to render them carious, and it is to such caries 
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\t its hist ippi 11 iiirt. it inn hi t isil\ itmoicd, hut if siifTcied to 
eontinm thi iiion Ihiid puts t\ ipoi ilt, md Itatt hthiiid an earthy 
and hud 1 1 list wliiili Hu hind of the dtiilist is sciicch able io 
rtiiioie ind whiih if siinciid Io iiniiiii will cause i gicat sanely 
of disi ISIS II eompiisses Hit gums impides Hit cii dilation of the 
fluids iiininus mil Ills iiid fiiialh dislioss Ihtiii It prevents the 
due rino\ ilion of the lupiuls, whiili si igniting, become corrupted, 
iiid prose dctnimnt it hoHi to Hu loolli ind to the nicnibiane sshich 
cnstlopis il Hu gums, sshiih sscic htfoic of a good colour, nosv 
Iittoiiu soft, lisul spoiigs, iiid ostithaiged ssiHi blood Hies gen- 
et lit a corrupt uiiitti, mil pioduce suth an olTcnsisc smell, as 
111 ikts mil ippio nil (Its igiitahit Io illaioundus i lie Ictlh become 
piinful ind loose, Hit gums stp ii ilt fioni thcni, and lease us no 
other ssisli III Ml to be rthesed fioni Hieiii as speedils' as possible 
Hut Ibis last Hsouict is lesciscd foi dtsptiale cases, sshen all other 
means line filled, and tsen iii Hus cisc, a skilful dentist finds in 
his art, sshat ssill parlls lepaii the loss, sshich long neglect and the 
obslin incs of the disease hast icndcicd indispensable 

“lilt piesent iiiiproscmeiits in the profession of the dentist nosv 
enable us to sulislitutc ailificial tcelh, sshich, far from being attended 
ssith anj incoiis enicnces, often indemnifj' us both in utility and 
agrceablcness To a loose, carious, and iricgular set of teeth, it is in 
our posscr to substitute another set, sshich to sjmmetry unite clean- 
liness and sshitencss — sshich execute ssith ease all the necessary 
motions for mastication and pionunciation — and support the features 
in that natural form so necessary to beauty But there is scarcely 
an operation in the svhole scope of surgical art, svliich requires 
greater address and sagacity It is not alone sufficient for a dentist, 
svho ss'ishes to succeed, to possess the mechanical knowledge neces- 
sary for the forming artificial teeth with taste, and fitting them with 
due proportion, but he must be endowed with judgment to give the 
tooth he substitutes, the size and form of that, instead of which it 
IS introduced, and he must have an experienced and dextrous hand 
to place these factitious teeth in a solid and neat manner, without 
giving pain, or he will produce disagreeable consequences, for it 
must be allowed, disagreeable consequences do sometimes follow, 
in general these are imputed to the insufficiency of the art, when on 
the contrary they should be attributed to the incapacity of the artist 
Many having been the victims of ignorant dentists, it has been con- 
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eluded that all operations of the kind are attended with danger, an 
unjust and precipitate conclusion, which will never be drawn by 
those ^^ho reflect, and know how to estimate talents From hearing 
many con^ erse on this subject, we might be induced to suppose, that 
to permit the steel to approach the teeth would be a certain sacrifice 
of them, that to ha^e them filled up or filed, is to accelerate their 
ruin, that to ha^e them cleaned with an instrument, is to destroy 
their enamel, and diminish their solidity, but these are gross errors, 
originating in prejudice or ignorance, and amply refuted by expe- 
rience 

“I do not pretend to say, that to preserve and keep the teeth in 
good order, it is absolutely necessary always to apply to a dentist, 
this IS a dailj care, which e\ery person is capable of taking upon 
himself, and to perform ^\hlch a quill tooth-pick, a tooth-brush, 
water, and sometimes a proper dentifrice may be sufficient, if 
the mouth were thus daily examined, it would be easy to discover, 
in their origin, the diseases which attack the teeth, and there would 
be no occasion to wait, till warned by pain, that we must have re- 
course to remedies, almost alwaj s insufficient when we have delayed 
the use of them too long 

“But, if the assistance of the dentist be not always wanted, there 
are an hundred cases in ^^hlch his care is absolutely necessary — 

■s\hen the teeth begin to make their appearance, or to shed — when 
they are carious or decajed — ^^hen they are covered with tartar — 

^^he^ thej become troublesome, by irregularity or looseness — ^when 
they are hollo^^, <SLc iSLc — in all these different cases, who but a 
skilful dentist — a master of his art — will be able to give the necessary 
suitable assistance?” 

That Gaidette’s effoits to help his patients were not in vain or un- 
appreciated, can readily be seen from the lines addressed to him which 
appealed also in The American Museum of 1790, Vol VIII Appendix 
1 p 4 


“Gardette' 'Tis thine by study to lmpro^e 
The bloom of beauty and the breath of love. 

To chace from e\’rv cheek distress and pain. 
And bid each drooping fan one, charm again 
What tho’ the glo^\lng cheek and sparkling eye 
Some faint sensations to the heart supply, 

Celia but half her ^^onted charms can boast — 

A faded trifler, a degraded toast — 

Lnless the instrument of eloquence 
Through ii’n’s double ro^^s delight each sense, 
■\nd to her aiond’ring loier’s soul impart. 
Nature’s s^^cet sounds, attun’d hi studious art 
Eien tho’ gcnious dignifi the fair. 

Pleasing her vords, and elegant her air, 

The charms of sound and sense Aie often slight, 
Lnless another sense our souls delight, 

Lnless Arabia’s sweets assistance lend, 

^nd e\’r\ charm with added grace befriend 
Beauts, ’tis known, too oft disgusting grows. 
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T he most inipoi lanl ai liclc l)^ Tames Gaidellc was published in the 
Mtdual Rrinrdtr of Pliil idelpliia foi lamiaiy, 1827, and was entitled 
“Olisei \alions on (he T ianspIan(a(ioii of 'Iccih, which tend to show the 
nnposslhllll^ of Ihc Success of that Opeiation, Suppoited by a New 
Theoix It ^\as leininled in IIk Ametuan loiunal of Dental Science 
V X TanuaiN ISIO, No 2 pji (>1-71 Di C T Cushman, in the lattei 
jouinal conimcnled 

“The siihjicls of il iic, the li insplnnlTlion of Tcclh ^^d tlie 
1 iixnlion of let til illusti iled h\ icports of eases, and I regard it as 
c\lrciml\ ^ ilii ihk in ifloiding the cniiglikned mcms and aast 
cxpintnce of so disliiiguislicd i f ilhei of dcnlistn, as si as, eniplnti- 
calh. Hr G 11 little 1 tlieiefoic fell a stiong desire to base it pre- 
serted in nn own Iihrait, is well is that tlie information it contains 
sbould 111 disseminated imong the profession of the present dai , 
for 1 do not know of im otbei on record, w’ltbin tbeir reach, that 
cont nns simil ir leporls, showing Ihc practical results of the methods 
discussed ” 

Gaidcttc ^\lolc 

“I shall preface this papei. In infoiming my readers that I ar- 
med in Philadclphi i in Tunc, 1784, and began to practice mj profes- 
sion, and that ^Ir Lemaiciir, with the reputation of an eminent 
dentist, had li ansplanltd one hundred and seventy teeth in this city, 
in the coin sc of tlic winter of the years 1785 and 1786, as he told me 
himself, at Baltimore, in the fall of the last mentioned jear, and that, 
of all those tiansplantcd teeth, not one succeeded' Some became 
film, and lasted, moic or less so, for one or two years, in the sockets 
in which tliei had been inserted, but those cases wmre very rare In 
the couise of iiij practice, after that time, I liad occasion to extract at 
least fiftv of these transplanted teeth — most of them without an instru- 
ment, with mj lingers onlj — and to replace them by artificial teeth 
Manj accidents occuried to the fiansplanted teeth, while they were 
growing firm, and some neier got firmly fixed in the sockets at all I 
shall now relate some cases of that nature, which happened to teeth 
transplanted bj Mr Lemayeur, which, I daresay, will be recollected 
by some persons now living in this city, and perhaps bj relations of 
the persons xvho xvere operated on at the time 

“Of all the transplanted teeth that I e\er saw% or heard of, none 
ha\e lasted so long as those transplanted in the mouth of Mr W H , 
for they remained very firm for about five or six years, and lasted 
about as long in a loose state, which increased until the teeth either 
dropped out, or the gentleman extracted them himself xvith his own 
fingers, for I am persuaded they were not extracted by a dentist 
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“None of the teeth transplanted by Mr Lemayeur, in Philadel- 
phia, remained firm two years, and in two or three cases which I 
have seen, of teeth transplanted bj' other dentists, they did not remain 
firm one year ” 

Gardette then described another case and added 

“After her arrival in this city, Mrs P consulted Dr W Shippen, 
who, after examining her mouth, determined that the transplanted 
tooth should be extracted The doctor sent for, and asked me if that 
^\as not my opinion, after examining and probing that part of the 
socket which could be reached Avith a probe, I found that the left 
side of the root of the tooth, as also the socket, were completely 
decayed to the extremity of the root, which was perfectly adherent 
to the socket on the right side, the tooth being still very firmly fixed, 
notwithstanding the existing caries 

“I told Dr Shippen that the tooth ought to be extracted, in order 
to cure or dry up the fistula But there was some difficulty in extract- 
ing the tooth without breaking that part of the alveola which was 
completely ossified with the right side of the root, and which I 
thought I could avoid, by means of an instrument which I would 
cause to be made by our old and only cutler, Mr Schively, and which 
I described to the doctor, as follows, viz the blade in the form of a 
narrow straight scalpel, thin, and very sharp-pointed 

“After having informed the doctor of my intended manner of 
performing the operation, he approved it At the time fixed by the 
lady, I operated in the presence of Dr Shippen and a gentleman, a 
friend of the family, (Mr John Mifflin,) in the following manner 

“I separated the adherent plate of the socket from the root of the 
tooth, with my sharp-pointed instrument, with all possible care, in 
the space of about two minutes, I then removed the tooth with a 
straight forceps, with the greatest ease imaginable 

“The exfoliation of that part of the socket which required it, and 
the cicatrizing of the gums, required nearly a month, when I replaced 
a natural tooth, mounted on a gold plate, after the mode which I had 
ini anted about that time, this tooth resembled so perfectly the large 
incisor which remained, that no person could perceive the difference 

“The transplanted tooth being examined after extraction, it was 
found that one half of the root had been destroyed by caries, longi- 
tudinalh to its extremity, xvhich proaed the absolute necessity of its 
remo^ al ” 

Gardetto’s ohseivations aie extremely interesting and they readily 
show that theie were a few' men at that time who endeavored to piactice 
their profession w'lth thought and science, for he continued 

“It has sometimes happened that a dentist has extracted a sound 
tooth for a bad one, either bj his neglect in ascertaining the tooth 
to be extracted, or bj misinformation from the patient If such tooth 
IS replaced in its socket immediately after extraction, it will certainly 
become as firm and useful as eser 

“All that has been said svill prose, I hope, that a tooth taken out 
of its socket, and put back in its place, svill become firm and useful. 
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Ihcicfoio, if T tooth taken from anothci sulijcct, the loot of winch 
IS of the same shape, length and sire, is placed in the socket of the 
tooth e\ti acted, it aMll cei tainlv bcconic as solidly fixed as the origi- 
nal one But the dentist ^\ho tiansplants it must judge that the roots 
of both teeth aic piccisclj alike in si/c and shape, before he sees 
eithci , that being impossible, the operation can, therefore, not 
succeed 

“In the 'Ncai 1801, I ^^as icqucsted to call on Miss B, a joung 
lady of gieat icspcctabilita, ^^ho had suffered extremely from pain 
in a front tooth 1 found it ^\as the canine tooth of the left side of 
the uppei Ja^^ ^^hlch caused the Molcnt pain I ^^as requested to 
extract the tooth affected, but I obseiied to hei, that the loss of that 
tooth ould be a cr j great, and that it might be pi cser\ ed by replacing 
it in its socket aftci extraction, and that it aaould become as firm 
and as useful as eaer Aftei explaining the manner in which I should 
pel form the operation, she consented to haae it done, and I proceeded 
in the folloaMng manner I exfi acted the tooth with a straiehf 
forceps, cleared the caaitj of its carious parts, filled it xaith gold, 
a\ ashed it in aaarm aaatcr, and inseited it in its ah cola, all this was 
done in the space of fne minutes I then requested Miss B to bite a 
piece of flat cork, (which I had prepared for the purpose,) several 
times in the course of the day, and to xvash her mouth frequently 
iMth a slightly astiingent liquid, which I prescribed, if I recollect 
right, the tooth xvas perfectly firm the txvelfth day That tooth 
rendered seriice to the lady for nearly eighteen j'ears, as I extracted 
it, T believe, sesen or eight sears since, having become more carious, 
and theiefore troublesome 

“It IS to be obsersed, that it is only the incisors and canine teeth 
which are attempted to be transplanted, as they hase but one root 
It IS thercfoie the same species of teeth sshich I have extracted, 
plugged and replaced in their sockets, I hase performed the same 
operation frequently in the course of the last twenty-fise years of 
my practice, with the same success as in the case last mentioned 
I will, howe\er, detail the particulars of one case, in which the tooth 
extracted and replaced was a small molar of the under jaw This 
operation was performed in the mouth of a lady of this city. Miss 

, and I expected complete success, but, on examining the tooth 

after extraction, I found that the extreme end of the root being bent, 
(about an eighth of an inch,) remained at the bottom of the socket, 
notwithstanding the accident, I replaced the tooth in its socket, after 
having plugged it, in the hope that a callus might be formed, and a 
junction take place The tooth was replaced for nearly a month 
before it became firm, but no kind of inconvenience was experienced, 
either by inflammation or pain The tooth lasted in that situation full 
SIX years, xvhen it became troublesome and a little loose I extracted 
the tooth in the course of the se^enth year, the broken piece of the 
root remained at the bottom of the socket, which healed completely, 
and has never given trouble from that day to this, although six or 
seven years ha^e elapsed 

“My opinion, therefore, is, that teeth cannot be transplanted from 
one mouth into another, so as to ansxver the intended effect, that is, 
that the transplanted tooth will not become as firm and as useful as 
the one -which it has replaced, and last as long till destroyed by caries 
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or accident The reasons ^^hlch I gne in support of this opinion, are 
those already advanced, that the root of the tooth ^^hlch is to replace 
the defectl^ e one, should be of the same length, size and shape of the 
root of the one ^^hlch is to be replaced, and that the dentist is obliged 
to judge of that without seeing either I therefore believe that there 
are a thousand chances to one, against the success of the operation 
of transplanting teeth from one mouth into another, if not entirely 
impracticable ” 

Gardette and George Washington 

Foi some leason Gaidette’s son failed to mention his father’s 
services to Geoige Washington Theie is no lecoid in Washington’s 
diaries or account hooks which would indicate that Washington ever 
sought his aid,-’^ hut Isaac John Gieenwood, in his unpublished nianu- 
sciipt Stray Note<; on Dentistry in Amenca'^^ states “The Piesident 
gave his pationage to Mi Gieenwood and Gardette That was in August 
of 1789 ” Gaidette remained in New Yoik but a shoit time and leturned 
to Philadelphia “When, in the winter of 1795-6, sittings weie given to 
Stuait foi a second effoit bj^ that aitist, Washington was weaiing a set 
of teeth recently fahiicated by Gaidette, with the lesult that the bulging 
uppei hp IS a prominent featuie m that poi trait”-- Although we have 
not been able to Race this set as yet, we will have more to saj-^ about 
it, with Peale’s comments, when discussing “Washington and his 
Poi traituie ” 

As a piacticing dentist, the usefulness of Mr Gardette was much 
impaired during the latter years of his life, by continued and severe 
suffering fiom the gout He had long cherished a desire to return to 
France and end his days in his native country, but owing to unfortunate 
investments and various disappointments, this plan was not accom- 
plished until the jeai 1829 when he had reached the age of seventy-three 
He found it was too late to realize his pleasant anticipations His native 
village of Agen, which he revisited, was no longer what it had seemed 
to his longing heart, during an absence of half a century He took up 
his residence at Bordeaux, where he did not attain his expected con- 
tentment, and m his letters expressed his intention of returning to this 
country, hut before any such design could be earned out, he was attacked 
bj his old enemy, the gout, and died in August, 1831 
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CHAPTER DC 


ISAAC GREENWOOD. JR (1758-1829) 

I SAAC GREENWOOD, JR , the eldest son of Isaac, Sr , (and father 
of Judge John Gieenwood of Biooklj'n) was boin in Boston, Octo- 
hei 13, 1758 He and his hi others attended the North Writing 
School, wheie his name may be found on a list of scholars fiom 1761- 
1765 He tlien became apprenticed to his father 

Isaac Gieenwood, Ji at the age of twelve, witnessed the massacre 
of Maich 11, 1770, his companion, Samuel Maveiick, being among the 
moitallj" wounded Foui yeais latei he located in Salem, Mass, where 
he sold “ladies umhiellas”^ 

Like his biothei John, Isaac fought thioughout the Wai of Inde- 
pendence, and likewise piepared an inteiesting memoir of his own per- 
sonal adventures An extract fiom the memoii was later published in a 
New Yoik magazine entitled the Literary Companion, August, 1821 In 
it we find some of his experiences 

“I entered, at New London, on board the brig ‘New Broom’, a 
vessel mounting sixteen guns and commanded by one Bishop, and 
sailed thence on a cruise among the West India Islands After being 
out about til e weeks the captain became delirious, and in a few days 
after, owing to the misconduct of the first lieutenant, ve ^^ere cap- 
tured by a British sloop-of-a\ar and carried into St John’s, Antigua, 
where we were all put on board a piison-ship vliich laj’' in a co^e on 
one side of the harbor where the heat was so se^ ere as to be almost 
insupportable We were allowed here but barely enough to maintain 
nature, and the water they ga^e us was taken out of a pond a little 
back of the town, in which the cattle and negroes commingled ei ery 
sort of inipuritj% and which was rendered on this account so nauseous 
that it was impossible to drink it avithout holding the nostrils 

“I soon found that life was to be supported but a short time here, 
and set mj'self, therefore, about contriving some vay to effect my 
escape from this floating place of misery and torment The doctor 
came on board eiery morning to examine the sick, and three negro 
sextons ei ery night to bury the dead 

“Early one morning I swallowed tobacco-juice and v, as so sick 
by the time the doctoi came that I obtained without difficulty a 
permit fiom him to go on shore to the hospital I ^^as soon readj to 
disembark, for I had pieiiously been robbed of e\er5dhing except 
what I had on After arrii ing at the hospital I v as conducted into a 
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long room where laj more than two hundred of the most miserable 
objects imaginable, coiered with rags and vermin I threw myself 
dow n on a bunk, and after suffering extremely for some time from the 
effects of the tobacco, went to sleep, but was soon waked by a man 
nurse, who told me that there wms a physic for me and immediately 
went off to another I contrived, unperceived, to throw my dose out 
of the wundow, and was not again disturbed except during the follow- 
ing night, when I w^as waked seieral times by the carrying out of the 
dead The sickness occasioned bj the tobacco having now' ceased, it 
was still necessarj to keep up the deception, and accordinglj, the 
next morning, I feigned lameness The doctor told me that I must 
w alk about the a ard as much as I could I w'as extremely rejoiced at 
this good adiice and lost no time in followung it, hobbling off to a 
row of small buildings which were detached from the hospital wdiere 
I smelt the reMMng fIa^or of soup, and soon after, upon a bell’s 
ringing, I experienced the indescribable joj of partaking of a bowdful 
of it, which w'as seried out to those of the sick wdio could eat ” 

The w’ai expeiiences of Isaac Gieenivood, Jt , appeal to have been 
a constant senes of adventures, fiist captuied in 1778 he managed to 
tunnel his w'ay to fieedoni Another episode is the one he mentions in 
the above quoted passage, -which occurred during the wunter of 1781, and 
hei e again he fortunately i egained his libei ty Throughout his entire life 
Isaac sufTeied as a lesult of a severe sabei cut ovei the head that he 
leceived in some engagement during the wai This undoubtedly ac- 
counts for his ‘Svanderlust” and unstableness in activities - 

It IS difllcult to follow' m the new'spapeis the activities of the varied 
Gieenw'oods, and some peiseveiance and ingenuity aie reqiiiied in order 
to straighten out the mass of mateiial A few' of Isaac’s advertisements 
contain the Jun , in otlicis, he is recoided as Isaac, w'hile in some simply 
“Ml ’’ appeals In turn, because John constantly used the capital I, in- 
londed for J, manj' might mistake his announcements for either of the 
Isaac’s 

In an advertisement of June 21, 1788, Isaac, Jr , lemarks that he had 
had “nine years piactice” w'hich w'ould make his entry in dentistry in 
1779 This cannot be coriect because his service m the Continental Army 
did not terminate until 1781 Apparently after his escape m that year he 
went first to Providence and finally settled in Salem, Mass, where on 
July 3, 1781 he took “this opportunity to inform” through the Salem 
Gazette (Fig 58), that he w'as following his father’s original occupation 
of making and mending umbrellas, etc In his store “he earnestly wishes 
foi his Profits and their Good, that they w'ould apply to him for Teeth- 
Brushes, and Teeth-Powder, w'hich w'hen used will recommend itself” 
He also announced that he performed all kinds of turned work In that 
same 3 ear he w as for a “brief stay” in Norwich, Conn , at the Brow'n 
Tavern 
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Fig 


GENTLEMEN and L A D I h ^ 

I SAAC Greenwood, jun 
takes tins opportunitr 
to inform joii, that at hi* Shop 
o|>po(ife the Tottn Houfe, in Si 
leni, Gcnilcnien may be fuppljtJ 
uilh neat nalkin? Siicki , aiW 
I lilies ttith Umbiellai, iicitef 
*nJ cheipcr thin tliofe impoi' 

I ,cd He mikes and inendt Un ' 
bicllas SliLk* 111 tile bell Minnri 
^ Ue eamelU) nifties, tor his I’n' 
tit and then Good, tliat ihoi 

, would apply to liim foi reedi 

Brulbei, and Teeth-Powder, which, when ufed will recon | 
'nlend itfelf. — _ 

1 Said Greenwood performs ill kinds of turned Work 
Silver, fheh as Tankards, Cans, &.c alfo id Rrali, Ire 1 
Jvory, Turtle-Shell, Pone, Horn, and Wood of any foil<"l 
llignefi Repairs Violins , makes Mutes, Fifes, Hohoj^'j 
Clarinets, Cliaife-\Vhipi, Tea lloards, Bottle-Stands, 
boy Frames, hack (sanimon Boxes Men and Dies, ChtlJ 
men, Billiard Balls, Maces, Lemon Squeezers, Hydromd j 
ten, Shaving Boxti and Bnilhes, Buckle Bnifties Ink StinJf J 
Paper-Folders, Sand Bozes.Bannifters for Suir C\iles, Ac Wll 

t A L E M t Printed hy Mary Crouch and C9U) \ 

58 — Isaac Greenwood, Jr ’s, first dental adiertisement, Jul> 3, 
(Mass ) Gazette, Julj 3, 1781 


1781 Salem 


Mr G.R P E N W O O D, 

SU'RGEON DTNTlsr, 

( Lately ai rived in this City, ) 

B egs lease to irquaint the VuWic, tint he 
prefcFves the Tetib and Oiims hy reinoiini; riii 
iiitcRioiis 1 arlar, tint dcllit^JS' them, and lendeis 
the natural punty of the bieath efienlivc He cuies 
the Scurvy in the Gums, alfo fallens the 7 iVtIi, by 
caufing die Gums to grow up, and adliere to them 
He extiwRs and replaces ih* Teeth, legislates, gives 
them proper vacancies, cUanles the 1 ecth.aiid nnkes 
them white He lubllitutes Artificial Tcvtli m lo 
neit a imnrei as not to be perceived from the nitiii il 
ones, wiiIkiui drewing lliy (lumps, or caiiling the 
Iiaftpain, they give a yoiithliil air to the coiinie- 
riance, and lendu pionunciation moie igiceibk ;^nd 
diftinil } in a wont, both Natiual and Artilui il are 
of luch real fervice, it is a folly to neglefl them •— 

And as he vvpnlJ ever have his woiks reconimenii 
him, he reijUlnrs nO pay of thofe that are nut som- 
pleatly faiished with Ins petformance He h-is Pills 
for the I ooth Ach, that leldom lad to give relief, 
likewifc hoj.es of Teeth Pqwder and Brufties, that 
will recoiiiiuend themlelvts 

N B Mr OxEthwoou will, wuh plcafure, 
attend tholA,L.adi.s oi Gentlemen who eannot conve- 
niently wait oif hinv it his room, m Mr Riclurdfun s 
houle, No x4, it the Old slip, New York am 

Fig 59 — This idvertisemenl has generallj been stated to have been inserted bv John 
Greenwood, in realitj it is the first New York notice of Isaac, Jr (Neic iork Inde 
pendent Journal, January 3, 7 and 24, 1784 Rtvington’s IVetc York Gazette, December 

20, 1783 
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In 1782 Isaac returned to Boston, serving as an apprentice to his 
father both in dentistr 3 ’^ and in mechanical woik After the British had 
evacuated New York, he located there in November, 1783, as a surgeon- 
dentist, residing at No 24 Old Slip ^ “Soon after his arrival” he was 
joined bj’- his brother, John^ The latter, however, remained but a few 
months before locating in Pennsjdvania 

Isaac, Jr ’s caid, printed in Rivington’s New York Gazette, Decembei 
20, 1783, and in the Independent Journal of January 3, 7 and 24, 1784, 
IS one that is generally' ci edited to his brother John, and has been pub- 
lished as the lattei’s dental advertisement, his first in New York The 
fact IS that it was Isaac’s first New York announcement, it is reproduced 
in Fig 59 

In the spring of 1785, apparentlj"^ having met with little success, he 
left New Yoik, sailing Maich 1 on the steamei “Giace” foi Charleston, 
S C , and thence to the West Indies en route to Euiope ® It is doubtful 
whethei he actuallj'^ reached Euiope, although he so claimed in his ad- 
vertisements, for while in San Domingo his brother, Thales, fell ill with 
the 3 'ellow fever and passed awaj’^ in his arms Becoming discouraged, 
Isaac again returned to Providence, B I , to lesume his dental practice 
at the same time consti acting mathematical instruments and carrying 
on a hardware business 

On INIaich 15, 1787, the following inserted item is to be found in the 
Newport Herald, although it was written in Providence on the 12th 
Fiom this as well as other notices, we have been led to believe that he 
was located in the lattei city some time piioi to the advertisement 

“ATTENTION 
ISAAC GREENWOOD 
Dentist, Ac 

“In consequence of seienl invitations he proposes to visit the 
citj of Nevport on the 25th of this month, vhere he shall tarry one 
veek onlj — and encouraged by the success he has ever met with, 
humblj offers his service to the public, and begs lea^e to inform 
them, tint from the expeiience he has gained by his extensile prac- 
tice in the Dnited States, West-India Island, and part of Europe, he 
flatters himself that he shall be able to gne complete satisfaction in 
extracting, transplanting, scaling, cleansing, and preserving the Teeth 
and Gums, bj removing all scorbutic and tartarous matter, which is 
the cause of a foetid breath, and the certain destruction of the teeth 
— As people in general are not only careless, but unacquainted with 
the knowledge relative to preserving their teeth, he wishes in a few 
words to inform them of the ill consequences attending to their 
neglect — ^Take the pains to look, and jou will observe a viscid, j'el- 
lowish substance that is formed on the teeth, this is the bed in which 
the putrid, corroding, tartarous matter rests, that not only occasions 
canes of the teeth, from which follows the toothach, but in time it 
acquires a solidity equal to stone, continuallj increasing, and causing 
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nil iiiflamnntion and often an ulceration in the gums, by stripping 
them fioni the roots of the teeth, and pressing into the aheolus of the 
ja\\s, and if not remoied will by degrees protrude the teeth in such 
a manner, as to lender them loose and entirely useless — The opera- 
tion of removing this peinicious tartar is not attended with the least 
pain, and as mastication upon which a good digestion so much de- 
pends, cannot he ■well perfoimed without good teeth, too much 
attention cannot be paid to the pi esei ration of them He substitutes 
iitificial teeth, in so neat a mannei as not to be distinguished from 
those that aie natural, and without causing the least pain, the> give 
a jouthful air to the countenance, keep the lips from falling in, pre- 
Acnt the opposite teeth from gro%\ing prominent, and render the pro- 
nunciation agi eeable and distinct, in a word, their beautiful appear- 
ance is sulTicient to meiit your esteem He has pills for the tooth-aeh, 
teeth brushes, and a powder, suitable to remoie the tartar in its 
fiist state, and he assures the public, that no dentifrice whatever 
will remo\c it when it becomes a petrified scale — The price of scaling 
and cleansing the teeth is from four to ten shillings, extracting 2 s 
artificial teeth, if a single tooth 12 s if more than one 9 s each, and 
every other performance at as low rate 

N B Said Greenwood will, with pleasure, attend those ladies 
and gentlemen, -who cannot conveniently wait on him, upon sending 
directions to Jlr Thomas Townsend’s, where he shall reside ” 


Isaac Greenwood, 

DENTIST, 

C URES all Complaiots incident to the Teeth 
and Gums, fubftitutei artificial Teeth in the 
Belted Manner, and doubts nor but nine Years 
Praflice has afforded him Experience fufficlent to 
execute every Part of the above Art with the greatcd 
Eafe and Esidtnefs —As he never wifiies to rife 
in Edeem, unlefs gamed by pore Merit, thofe Per- 
foni who incline to pay any Attentiofi, to their own 
or Childrena* Teeth, may depend on being perfeft- 
ly fatiified tsJth hia Performances — — Brulhes and 
Powder dtitable for the TEETH. 

N B T hofe Gentleman or Ladies who cannot 
conveniently wait on him, (hall be attended to, at a 
little more Expence, upon fending Direfllons, two 
Doors Sooth of Mr Jacob Whiiman’s, Wed Side 
of the Great Bridge. (T b c ) 

Fig 60 — Isaac Greemiood, Jr’s advertisement Providence Gazette and Country 

Journal, June 7, 21, 1788 


On May 1, 1788 in the above city, Isaac Greenwood, Jr , was married 
to Deborah Langlej'^ In the Providence Gazette and Country Journal 
foi June 7 and 21, 1788 theie appeared the above ad^ ertisement 

Isaac, Jr , continued to piactice dentistry in Providence until 1810, 
when at the lequest of his brother, John, he returned to New York to 
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assist him The Columbian Centinel for Juty 27, 1811, contains the 
following announcement 

“Isaac Greenwood, (From Yankee Tow'n) No 126 Front Street, 
During the absence of his brother to the Springs, (and perhaps during 
the non-intercourse) will resume his practice of the Art Dental, which 
he Ins been in the habit of pursuing, w'lth his other business, previous 
to his remo^ al to this City, for more than thirty years He therefore 
in point of competency wall yield to no one ” 

After the death of his brother, Clark, February 10, 1810, he gave up 
dentisti}', except during the peiiod of his brother John’s absence,® and 
again devoted himself to the making of mathematical instruments at 126 
Front Street, a trade he continued until his death on October 21, 1829, 
aged seventy-one years His remains lie in Greenwood Cemetery, New 
York City 
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CHAPTER X 


JEAN PIERRE (JOHN PETER) LE MAYEUR, MD, 

IN AMERICA (1781-1806) 

O NE of the most inteiesling and peihaps the most colorful indi- 
vidual appealing m this histoiical piesentation is the subject of 
this chaptei, Jean Pieiie (latei Anglicized to John Peter) 
Le Mayeur Of this peiiod theie has been no one about whom less was 
known, who appealed more mj'steiious, and of whom moie fables were 
invented 

Oui present knowledge of this man of mystery, heretofore men- 
tioned as “Le Mane,” “La Mai,” “Joseph Lemaire,” or La Mair,” is based 
upon the combined wiitings of Hoi ace Hayden in 1841^ John Allen in 
1861,= B T Whitney in 1870,= Dexter in 1876,^ William H Trueman in 
1896® Burton Lee Thorpe m 1910,^ and Lilian Lindsay® as late as 1933 
This knowledge for the most part is based upon hearsay evidence and 
misinformation, which unfortunately is true of many of the others m 
this group of early American dentists 

Before the American Society of Dental Surgeons, Horace H Hayden 
m 1841, stated ^ 

“The first hints that were afforded, or opportunities offered to 
any person to obtain a knowledge of the profession, vas, we believe, 
through a French dentist, by the name of Le Maire, who offered his 
services to the public during the Re\olutionary War We do not pre- 
tend to a correct knowledge of his history, or of the manner in which 
he found his way to this countrv, but beheie that it was with the 
French troops who came to our assistance in our rei olutionar j' 
struggle Howeier that may be, he had probably acquired a knowl- 
edge of the profession in his own country, where it had long been 
cultivated, and was not without some pretensions to skill in practical 
operations, especially in transplanting of teeth from the mouth of 
one person, to that of another, and by wliicb, as he frequently per- 
formed the operation, he enjoyed a rery lucratiie business He, like- 
wise, undertook to instruct some two or three persons in the profes- 
sion, which may be considered as the origin or commencement of 
dentistry (vulgarly so called) in this countrj" ” 

John Allen (1810-1892), m 1861 in a “Review of Who aie Dentists,” 
wrote the following = 
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“But to say that dentistry originated here in the United States, 

IS a false assumption that should not be handed down to posterity in 
our dental records of the present era No, the practice of dentistry 
■was first introduced in the United States by Lemair, of the French 
forces, A\hich joined our aimy during the revolutionary war in 1778, 
after -svliich he resumed his practice in this country” 

B T Whitney (1813-1872), in 1870, stated ^ 

“The next was a frenchman, named La Mar, who came over in the 
French army with LaFayette, during the revolutionary war, and soon 
after its close an Englishman named Whitlock But they left no record 
of having been possessed of any great amount of knovvdedge or skill ” 

Dextei, in Ins A History of Dental and Oral Science in America, in 
1876, wiote the following * 

“Most accounts have given, as the first dentists in America aUer 
1776, Mr Joseph Lemaire and one Whitelock, or Whitlock, but it 
appears from Watson’s Annals of Philadelphia (v’ol i p 179) that, 
on Mr Lemaire’s first appearance in that city, in 1784, he found 
there a dentist (vvdiether nativ'e or foreign is not stated) by the name 
of Baker, ‘the first person ev er known as a dentist in Philadelphia ’ 

This IS also all that is known today of this person When he first 
practiced in Philadelphia cannot be ascertained 

“Dr James Gardette also mentions Lemaire (called by him Le- 
mayeur) as one who had the ‘reputation of an eminent dentist’ in 
Philadelphia when be arrived in that city, in June, 1784 ” 

William H Tiueman (1842-1927), in a paper presented in 1896, 
gave us a much moie detailed story of La Mayeur’s experiences in this 
country and his association with Gaidette ® 

“With the land forces sent to our assistanee by France was a 
voting officer, Joseph LeMaire, a dentist of Pans, who, following 
the example of nianj of his countrjmien, abandoned for the time being 
his business and tendered bis services to the cause of liberty ” 

Edwaid C Kirk, (1851-1933) in his Pioneer Dentistry in New York,^ 
as late as 1906 devoted to Le Maj'eur but one short paragraph 

In 1910 the situation vv^as fuither confused appaiently by Burton 
Lee Tlioipe (1871-1923), as his study piesents the concept of Le Mayeur’s 
life commonly entei lamed today We wall quote in detail 

‘ The first of the real heroes to be considered is Joseph Jean 
Francois Lemaire (also spelled LcJIair and LelMajeur) — revolu- 
tionarv patriot and pioneer surgeon-dentist — born at Mayenne, 

France, 1752 

“After completing his studies at the medical school in Pans, he 
devoted himself to the study of dcntislrv' in that city The rich red 
hlood of patriotism flowed in his veins and inspired him to come to 
\merica with the French fleet, under the command of Count Rocham- 
heau, to assist in our struggle for independence He arrived July 12, 

1780, and landed at Newport, where he began surgical and dental 
uractice on this side b> working for the officers and others of the 
allied armies 
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“Lciinne ^^^s an intinnle fiicnd of the Marquis de Lafayette, 
^^ho spoke liighh of liis ability as a surgeon 

“During lime of battle he as in the thick of tlie tight and braa elj 
opposed the Biitisli forces 'While the Aineiican and French armies 
wcic 111 yintei qiiaiteis in 1781-82 in the MCinitj of ProMdence, 
Rhode Island, half clad, half fed, and sulfering all the aches and pains 
the flesh is lieu to, incident to neglect and e\posure, Joseph Lemaire 
lahoicd faithfully to lelicic his comrades in arms and the residents 
of the idjoining countiy of their dental and other pains ” 

“Duiing the yintei of 1781-82, Dr Leman e tutored tyo felloy 
patiiots in the ail of dentistiy One a fellow-countryman, James 
Giidctte, aged ly ent's-fne, the other an American, Joseph Flagg, 
eighteen j eai s of age both of whom aftersvai d pros ed a credit to 
American dentisli 5 

“After the close of the Rciolutionary War he gaie instruction to 
a Mr Spence and scieral otlicis He was the first and original Ameri- 
can dental preccptei and his coming marked the commencement of 
dentistij as a piofcssion in America 

“Lcmairc’s skill tended toyard surgical york and his mam 
specialtj yas the transplanting of teeth, yliicli operation he intro- 
duced in America Record states that he y as unsuccessful with this 
operation during the time of the war, oyung no doubt to the poor 
state of health of his patients, from exposure In the yunter of 1781-82 
recoid further states Lemaire ‘transplanted over one hundred teeth 
and not one succeeded ’ 

“At the close of hostilities he xvent to New York, yhere he re- 
mained but a short time He located m Philadelphia in 1784 and 
advertised that ‘six months preaious he had successfully transplanted 
one hundred and ty'entj-thi ee teeth’ and that he also ‘carved artificial 
teeth from blocks of l^ory’ 

“In Watson’s Annals of Philadelphia we find stated ‘Dr Lemaire 
had great success and \vent olT xvith much of our Patricians money ’ 

“He practiced in Philadelphia until the fall of 1786 and then 
went to Baltimore, where he remained in practice a year or more 
His former student, James Gardette, xvrites in the 'Philadelphia 
Medical Recordei’ in 1827 ‘Jlr Lemaire, with the reputation of an 
eminent dentist, had transplanted one hundred and seventy teeth 
in this city, in the course of the y inter of the jears 1785 and 1786, as 
he told me himself, at Baltimore, in the fall of the last-mentioned 
year, and that of all these transplanted teeth not one succeeded' Some 
became firm and lasted, more or less so, for tym years, in the sockets 
in which they had been inserted, but those cases ymre lery rare’ 

“Characteristic of his nationality he xvas possessed of a genial 
nature and was regarded by the citizens of Philadelphia as a courte- 
ous and cultured gentleman, eminently proficient in his calling 

“In 1787 Lemaire returned to his natiie land and resumed the 
practice of dentistry at Pans, xvhere he was known as a studious 
ln^estlgator and painstaking y orkman It yms here he dei eloped his 
latent talent for yriting and contributed some valuable yorks to tbe 
profession’s literature 
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“In 1812 he ^\rote and published his first work, ‘The Ladies’ 
Dentist,’ other editions of ■which were published in 1818-1824-1833 

“In 1816, ‘A Manual on the Anatomy and Physiology of the Teeth’ 

“In 1821, ‘A Natural Histoiy and Diseases of the Human Teeth’ a 
translation from the English work of Joseph Fox 

“In 1822-24, A Treatise on Dental Physiology and Pathology 

“The death of Leniaire occurred at Maisons-Alfort, France, 1834 
and closed a well-rounded career of usefulness His name wall hae in 
dental hlstor^ as patriot and pioneer surgeon-dentist, whose emigra- 
tion marks the beginning of dentistrj in America and also as being 
the first American Dental preceptoi ” 



Fif: 61 — Tins coat of-arnis «as found upon a ring belonging to the cst ite of Le Majeur 
If It Mcrc Ins onn, it uould indicate that lie uas a French Count A seirch lias been made 
b> the Socicfc des Amis de la Bihltolheqiie Nationale but Hitli little success Further 
ln^c^tlgatIon might assist in detcrnniimg just who Le Majeur w is and Ins place and 
date of birth ^Courtesj of the Misses Bojkin ) 


Tile authoi of the foiegoing statements seems to have had the 
tendency, of diawing upon his imagination for his data, for first his 
name was not Joseph lean Fiancois Lemane (1782-1831), hut Jean 
Pieiie (latei Anglicized to Tohn Petei) LeMajeiu and nevei w-as ins last 
name spelled olheiwise Second, wheie he was horn and w'here he 
studied, has not so fai been ascei tamed, and it is cei tain that it w'as not 
in Ma^enne in 1752 Thud, he piacticed surgery in London prioi to 
coming to America, and did not come to Ameiica wath the French fleet 
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undei Rochambeau Fouilh, he did not aiiive in Aineiica on 12, 
1780, but instead, about the fiist of Novembei, 1781 Fifth, he was not 
an intimate fiiend of Lafayette, etc, as will be seen by Washington’s 
lettei of intioduction given to Lafa5'ette Sixth, Le Mayem was not in 
Newpoit eitbei in 1781 oi 1782, “in the thick of the fight hiavely oppos- 
ing the Biitish foices” and “teaching Gaidette oi Flagg,” but instead was 
in New Yoik with the Biitish in 1782 Seventh, Le Majeui did not 
letuin to Fiance, instead he located in Vuginia Eighth, he did not in 
1812, 1816, 1821 and 1824 wiite the books ci edited to him Ninth, nor 
did he die at Maisons-Alfoi t. Fiance in 1834, instead he passed away in 
May of 1806 at Mt Pleasant, Viigima (now West Viigima) 

Geoige Viau, in his French Denti<itry in the United States, read 
before the Congress in Bordeaux, in 1923, and published in Dental 
Cosmos foi Apiil 1923,® was the fiist wiitei to coirect some of the errors 
legal ding Le Mayeui In his aiticle, Viaii pioposed the question “Did 
Gaidette leally liaAe a coniiade bj' the name of Leniaire in Lafayette’s 
aimy*^ That is the ciux of the question ” He wiites 

“This open confusion did not occur until many jears later, 
and probablj at the time vhen Cbapin A Hams, outlining the 
liistorj of the origin of the profession in the United States, as 
veil as later authors, adopted the name ‘Lemaire,’ undoubtedly be- 
cause Joseph Leniairc, the Pans dentist, had acquired in his day 
(about 1812) a vide and fashionable leputation American vriters 
therefoie thought that this must be the same Lemaire and each in 
turn stated that the author of 'Le Dentist ties Dames’ and other vorks 
vas the comrade of Gaidette vho returned to France in 1787 and died 
in 1834 at JIaisons-Alfort after a brilliant career in Pans 

“It IS claimed in the United States that Le Maj^eur (or Lemaire) 
had pupils No proof, hove\er, has been found, and Josiah Flagg, 
who IS reputed to ha\e studied vith him, had been in contact vith 
Gardette long before the arri\al of Le Mayeur with the army of 
Rochambeau Le Mayeur disappeared in 1787, probably to resume his 
career as naval surgeon, and let us note that neither in France nor 
in the United States has any trace evei been found of a dentist named 
Le Mayeur ” 

Viau then proved that Thoipe confused Joseph Lemaire, the Parisian 
dentist, vath the Le Maj’^eui in this countrj^ and exhibited the birth 
certificate of the formei, which is dated iMarcIi 26, 1782 


Le Mayeur’s Correct Name 

The past confusion and unceitainty in regard to Le Maj^eur’s correct 
name is difficult to undeistand With the exception of Kirk, preMous 
historians have incoiiectlj’^ referred to him under the manj names 
alieady cited One reason foi this is perhaps the statement in Watson’s 
Annals of Philadelphia,^'^ “When Joseph Lemaire first landed in Phila- 
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delpliia ” Fitzpatrick, in his Dianes of George Washington,^' refeiied 
to him simply as “Le IMoyeur” The leason foi this will he mentioned 
later m a footnote As a lesult, Blanton, in his recent woik^® so lefeis 
to him If those inteiested had examined the newspaper adveitisenients 
of the time, this eiior could have been avoided and would not have been 
continued until now, foi each one definitely stated, “Le Maj^eui,” never 
“Le j\Iaire” oi anj^ of the othei contractions 

Seaichmg foi ceitam letteis m any libiaiy is not always an easy 
matter If one is rewaided with a few at a time, foi tune indeed has 
smiled upon hmi Until lecently the letters m the Library of Congress 
were not all indexed, and it necessitated seaichmg through Washington’s 
vast coiiespondence Le Mayeui’s eaihei letteis heai onlj’^ the signa- 
tuie “Docti Le iMayeui ” Latei one was found with the initial “J”, 
hut not until 1933, when the last few letters weie discoveied, was the 
name “John” definitely proved Appaiently it was not until 1786 that 
he anglicized his Fiench name “Jean” and the “Pieiie” to “Peter,” which 
will he explained later 

Origmall}’^ it was oui intention to gathei, foi the Washington Bicen- 
tenary Celebration, mateiial on the life of John Greenwood and his 
sei vices to George Washington That seaicli hi ought to light the fact 
that Washington consulted not onty one dentist, but at least eight, the 
fust being William Baker, m 1755, and the last, John Gieenwood, 1789- 
1799 The logical place to begin such an investigation was in the punted 
diaiies of Washington and in his piivate letteis The lesults from both 
souices were indeed encoui aging, as we succeeded in Racing some thirty- 
eight letteis to and from Washington, which contained enlightening 
lefeiences 

In Le Mayeui’s case it was a footnote by Dr John C Fitzpatiick in 
his The Dianes of George Washington,^’’ 1925, that gave the fiist clue 
He wiote 

“Dr Le ^lojeur, a French dentist of reputation He came to 
America in 1780 ^Mtll letters of introduction to Sir Henry Clinton 
After a time he resented some remarks derogatoiy to the French, 
vhich vere made at Sir Henry’s dinner-table and forthwith became 
persona-non-grata to the British” V2p413 

As a icsult, the following stoiy has now been pieced togethei 

We were aeij liappj, how'eaei, to find the original draft of a letter 
written h} Lt -Col William Stephen Smith in the New York Pubtic 
Library, also the actual lettei that w'as sent to Washington, in the 
Library of Congress The infoimation supplied concerning Le Mayeui 
was part of Smitli's icph to Washington’s inquiry These letteis will 
he consideied in then pioper chionological order 

Although we had been at work on this maleiial foi o^el fi^e j'eais, 
it was some time hefoie we succeeded m obtaining from the Public 
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Record Office-^ of London, the fiist of Le Mayeur’s letters, with a sup- 
poiting lettei \Mitten by a gentleman by the name of Barnard Turner, 
winch definitely establishes and pioves oui contention that Le Mayeur 
did not come to Ameiica with the Fiench aimy or navy, nor could he 
ha\e been in New'poit oi Pi evidence during the time Trueman and 
Tlioipe mention — July 12, 1780 We had previously come to this con- 
clusion as the lesult of a seaicli thiough Rhode Island newspapers of 
that tune A thoiough scaich had been made of this and other material 
at both the Providence and Newport Historical Societies, as w'ell as in 
the John Carter Brown Library in Pi evidence Nor did we find his or 
Gardette’s names included in the list of Fiench combatants published 
by oui go^ eminent in 1005-^ in the work of Doniol and Stone, or in the 
tiles of tlie Rhode Island Historical Society Collection, wherein were 
listed the names of the Fiench officers---^ and the places w'here they were 
housed duiing those yeais 

The supporting lettei of Barnaid Turner was indeed a happy find, 
foi fiom it we weie able to ascertain Le iNIaj^eur’s first name and the 
fact that he w^as originally a suigeon “who practiced in Portland Street, 
London, for many yeais,” previous to his coming to America, thus 
clearly establishing the fact that he left London, not to serve in any of 
tlie aimies but instead “to settle some family affairs ” His name does 
not, how'evei, appear in the List of Naturalizations in England, 1700-1800, 
printed by the Huguenot Society, London 

This letter w'as addiessed to the Secretary of State of England 
(probably Viscount Weymouth), by Barnard Turner, an alderman of 
Paul’s Wharf, and reads as follows 

“My Lord 

Since I had the honor of writing to your Lordship this morning, 
the Post has brought me the enclosed letter from Doctor Jean Pierre 
Le Mayeur, vho vent to Falmouth some time ago on his way to New 
York — but finds he can go no further without a passport from your 
Lordship, which he craves — -I hai e known him many years in London 
and while he lived in Portland Street he carried on his profession 
which IS that of a Surgeon, with great credit — I belieie him a man 
of strict honor and know he goes to America in order to settle some 
family concerns which the death of a brother, makes necessary 

He got an exceeding good certificate before he left London not 
only to his merit as a Surgeon but also to his general behaiior 

Should it be possible to forward him a passport I belie\e jour 
Lordship had ne\er a less objectionable person making the request — 
with great respect 

My Lord, I remain. 

Your Lordships most obedient humble Ser\t 
BARNARD TURNER 

Paul’s Wharf, 10th Sept 1781 ’’ 
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Here again the citj’- diiectoiies aie of little help Fiom Charles 
William F Goss, of the Bishopsgate Institute, London, we have the fol- 
lowing information 

“Portland Street (Oxford Street) no^^ forms a part of Great Port- 
land Street, and in Le JM^^eur’s time the street was inhabited by many 
important persons 1770, Wm Gurthrie, author of the Grammer, died 
there Joseph Wilton, R A , occupied a large house close by Wm 
Seward, author of Seward’s Anecdotes, ll^ed at No 40 James Bos- 
well, the biographer of Samuel Johnson, died at No 47 in 1795 No 
C5 was the residence of John tones, the engraver of portraits After 
Reanolds and Ronnej, Sir DaMd Wilkie, William Collins, R A , Leigh 
Hunt, and Joshua Brookes, the great surgeon became residents at a 
later period I should ha\e told aou in mj last letter that there is no 
Directora existing gning the names of persons resident in the West 
of London The earlj directories and those of 1780-81 and eaen later 
mereh ga\c the names of merchants and traders in the City of 
London proper It was not until 1792 that the West of London re- 
ceiaed ana attention in that direction and it aaas not until about 1802 
that lists of surgeons, phasicians, etc, aaere included in Directories ’’ 

Le Majeolu’s lettei, aauitten in French, avas a lequest for a passport, 
to Neav Yoik I\Ianj^ aa^oids aie bliuicd and indistinct, and impossible 
to deciphei, theiefoie a maik has been inserted at ceitain places 

“Ma dear Sir and Fiicnd — I haae come to jou to obtain a certifi- 
cate, otheraaisc called passport, for Neaa York [Logons’] of Falmouth 
has told me that he has seen a era strict orders for none to be alloaa'ed 
to sail aaithout the permission of Lord George Germain, and the boat 
leases Mond ia if the aaind continues to be faaorable But if I should 
he fortunate enough for it to change and if a on aaould be aaalling 
to haae the kindness as soon as the present is receiaed, to give j our- 
self the trouble to go and ask for one and send it to me immediately 
ba the post Perhaps it aaould reach me before the departure of the 
boat, postc rcstante at Falmouth 

Then [Sterithe’] just last aaeek remarked that I had no need 
of one See the embarrassment under aahich he put me and judge 
hoaa acxed I aaas 

Ma respects to Madame Turner and to a our daughters A million 
pardons, ma dear sir, for the trouble aabich I haae giaen aou in 
bothering aailh such an excess of obligation aahich aaill haae [?] joii 
I saa a era sincerela a our atTectionatc and true friend 

Docl leMaaeur” 

This letter of Le Maaeur’s heais no date, hut upon the hack is 
stamped “Sept 10 1781 ” If Le Maaeui aaas fortunate enough to have 
sailed on the ship the folloaa ing Mondaa, aahich aaould haae been Septem- 
ber 17, he aaould haae, if faaorable aaeathei permitted, reached Neav 
York in about thiita-fiae daas, or about the end of October, 1781 
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2S I\rnidcn Lane 

In Rii>inglon\ lioijal Gazelle foi Ajjiil 27, 1782, Iheie appealed an 
ad\ei liscincnt foi Inc “lionl Icclh”, ^\ltllout £?ning the name of the 
ad\cilisci In fact, foi -Noais it was not iiiuibiial to sec such announce- 
ments in the new spapeis in ^allolls cities (Fig 62) 


TEETH 

A ny Peflon that n willing to difpofc of their 
FilO^l 1 EL PH, may hear ot a ptiichalLi, 

Ji'i’lyiiig to No 1^, Maiden Lane, for which a 
gciKiuiis fillce will be gucii 

N B Four Guineas 'wi/l le given for everj Tooth 

Pip 62 — ^Tlie vordinp of tliic notice nnci those of Le Ma>eiir’s d ited in December, 
1783, til liiiMiip the Slime luhlress, lend iis to bcliece llint it ins lie ivlio inserted the 
adiertisemcnt iN'en York Itojal Gazelle, August 1, 1782 


Such tcctli weic essential in oidei to cany out the operation of 
tiansplantation oi implantation, a pioceduie of dental practice dating 
back to the Giccian and Roman times We now know and ha^e actual 
specimens in l/ic Museum of Ihe Indian Museum, Heye Foundation, New' 
Yoik, w'hich show- the successful accomplishment of these operations 
bj the Indians of Peiu and Ecuadoi about 200 d Gaidette questioned 
the success of Le Majeur’s use of that method, and e\en Washington 
at first had little faith in this type of dental procedure, as may be seen 
in his lettei of May 15, 1783 Later, Febiuary 22, 1784, this opinion was 
altered 

The above announcement again appealed in the same new'spaper 
on August 1, 1782, and has previousl}' been referred to by IGrk A foot- 
note added “foui guineas wnll be given for e^ery Tooth,” one guinea 
being about $5 00 This offer evidently had the effect of pioducing an 
oversupply, for in the same paper of December 6 the unknowm dentist 
reduced the amount to tw'o guineas a tooth The price eventually dropped 
to one guinea, as stated in the Daily Advertiser (NY'^) of November 
23, 1787 

r)R Le MAYEUR, 

^ who rranfplants TEETH; 

Maiden-Lane, will leave this Cicy oyfl 
2 d of February, and will not rcturii mI 
May next ^ - 1 


Fig 63 — Tlie number of the house is plainly “28” in the original but is so close to 
the binding tint it is blurred in the reproduction Independent Journal, Januarj 28, 

Februarj 1, 1784 
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The pieceding ad-v eitisement (Fig 63), found in the Independent 
Journal (NY) Januaiy 28, 1784, so fai has escaped the attention of 
historians, and hellc^e it le^eals the identity of the anonymous adver- 
tiser 

The address of the earliei adveitisei was given as No 28 Maiden 
Lane and coi responded to the one now used by Le Maj’^eui Unfortu- 
nately, the city directoiies of New Yoik weie not published until 1786, 
so that it IS impossible to verifj’^ the addiess of Mr Lispenaid, m 1783, 
with whom Le Ma 3 'eui lived, as maj’^ be discoveied m one of Washing- 
ton's letteis 

In Viau’s article, cited above,® he stated “ and let us note that 
neithei m France noi in the United States has anj’^ trace evei been found 
of a dentist named Le Maj'^eui,” We desire to list heie oui recoids of 
such an indiMdual, which seems to be fairly complete from the time 
he left England in September 1781, up to his death in May 1806 


1781— Sept 10 
1782 — Apr 22 

1782 — Aug 1 

1783 — Mny 15 

1783 — Ma> 20 
1783 — June 20 
1783 — Jub' 1 
1783 — Julj 16 
1783 — Dec 6 
1783 — Dec 8 

1783 — Dec 13 

1784 — Jan 20 
1784 — Jan 28 to 

Feb 21 
1784 — Feb 22 
1784 — Mar 3 
1784 — Mar 5,6,7 
1784 — Mar 8-19 
1784 — Mar 20 
17S4— Mar 24 
1784 — Mar 10 

1784 — Mar 31 
1784 — June 12 to 
Jul\ 28 
1784 — Jul\ 28 
1781 — \ug 14 
1784 — \ug 30 
1784 — Sept 8 
1784 — Sept 15 


Le 3Iayeur’s Record in America 

Public Record OlTice, London 

28 Maiden Lane Rivington’s Royal Gazette 

Ad^ ertisement in N T Royal Gazette 

Geo Washington’s letter of inquiry to Lieut Col Wm S 
Smith from Newburg 

"Wm S Smith’s reply, (Letter of Introduction) 

Geo Washington aisited by Le Mayeur 

Letter in 3rd peison to Washington, N Y 

Geo Washington’s letter to Le Mayeur from Newburg 

Rivington’s Royal Gazette 

jY 1 Independent Journal 

A Y Independent Journal 

Le Mai our to Washington letter 

,Y 1 Independent Journal 
Washington’s letter to Richard Yarick 
Left N Y for Mt Vernon (I etter) 

Philadelphia 
Baltimore 
Richmond, Va 
Mt Yernon 

^dier N Y Independent Journal Left N Y 
Intend to return end of JIa^ 

Letter to Geo W’s aide, Yarick, from Mt Yernon 

jY I Independent Journal 
Y I Independent Journal added remarks 
Le Ma\eur to Geo Washington from N Y 
Washington’s anssser 
Pennsylvania Gazette 
Pennsylvania Gazette 
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1754 — Oct 27 Freeman’s I ournal, Phila 

1784 — Dee IS to 

17St — T an 15 A' Y I ndepuidcnl Journal 

1785 — itfaN 10 A' 1 Packet and Independent Join nal 

1755 — Sept 15 Washington’s Ensl Diaiv’s cntiy 

1785 — Sept 19 I.cfl Ml Veinon foi Alexandria (Dianes) 

1785 — Sept 26 ReUnned to Alcxandtia (Dianes) 

1785 — Oct IS Richmond, \ irqniia Gazette 

1785 — Nos 2 Lcllei Lc Maveur to Washington 

1785 — Dec 3 Richmond, Vinjima Gazette 

1786 — Vpi 10 le J^a^cuI to Washington Letter 

1786 — Apr 14 Washington’s Dianes, Mt Vernon 

1786 — Tune 15 W'ashington’s Dianes, Ml Yeinon 

1786 — June 17 Returned to Alexandria 

1786 — June 23 In Alt Veinon 

1786 — June 28 In All Vernon 

1786 — July 1 In Alt Vernon (Dianes) 

1786 — Aug 28 Bath, A’a Letter to Geo Washington 
1786 — Sept 27 A^ Y Daitg Aducitiser 
1786 — Nov 17 Independent Gazetteer Pliila 
1786 — Dec 14 Alt Veinon (Dianes) 

1786 — Dec 22 Alt A'^ernon (Dianes) 

1786 — 'Dec 26 Alexandria 

1787 — 'Feb 4 Alt Vernon 

1787 — Feb 5 Alexandria (Dianes) 

1787 — Feb 8 Alt Vernon 

1787 — Feb 9 Left and returned to Mt A^ernon 

1787 — Feb 10 Alt A^’ernon 

1787 — ^Apr 8 Petersburg, A’^a Letter to Geo AA’ashington 

1787 — Alay 23 Richmond, A''a Letter 

1787 — Oct 24 Charleston, S C Letter 

1788 — Oct 27 AA'^ashington’s Dianes (Horses) 

1788 — Nov 20 Alt A^ernon (Dianes) 

1789 — Oct 23 Fredericksburg, A^'a Certified copy of Le Alayeur’s taking 

the oath of fidelity to the Commonwealth of Ahrginia 
1794 — June 25 Alt Pleasant, A'^a Personal letter 

1806 — Jan 4 Richmond, A''a Last xvill 

1806 — Alar 10 Alt Pleasant Va Personal letter to Airs Burton 

1806 — Alay 5 Alt Pleasant Codicil to xvill 

1806 — Alay 29 Alt Pleasant Inventory of Le Alayeur’s possessions after his 

death 

Much of the mj^stery surrounding Le Mayeur is now removed, and 
he becomes an important figuie in early American dentistry 

Washington’s Inquiry Regarding Le Mayeur 

Le Ma3’^eur’s association with Washington began early in his pro- 
fessional career in America and happened through a chance conver- 
sation, as can readily he seen by the following letter, dated Maj^ 15, 1783 
Here AVashmgton cautioned his investigator to be extremelj^ careful, 
for “I would not wish that this matter should be made a parade of ” 
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All through Washington’s lifetime he was extiemely sensitive regard 
ing his teeth, this will later be shown in the chapter relating to Wash 
ington and his need for medical and dental caie 

“To Lieut -Col William S Smith, New York, 

Nev burgh Ma^ 15, 1783 

Dear Sir — 

Sometime in the Winter, or early this Spring a Frenchman in 
Nev lork applied (after representing the manner of his getting to 
that place) for leaie to come out Being a stranger of whom I had 
no knowledge, and only his ovn word to support his narrative, I 
informed him that his application would go vith more propriety 
to the Minister of France at Philadelphia, than it came to me, and 
referred him there accordingly The other day at Orangetown, Mr 
Fraunces informed me, that, this applicant was the Dentist of whose 
skill much has been said, and that he was very uneasy at not being 
able to get out Haiing some Teeth which are very troublesome to 
me at times, and of vhicli I visti to be eased, provided I eould sub- 
stitute others, (not bj transplantation, for of this I ha\e no Idea, 
eien with joung people, and sure I am it cannot succeed with old,) 
and gums which might be relieved bj a man of skill I would thank 
lou for making a pm ate inicstigation of this man’s charaeter — 
knowledge in his profession, and if j'ou find them such as I can 
derne any benefit from, encourage him to come out, and to take this 
on his vav to vhateier Port, or place he may be bound At any rate, 
if he IS reallj skillful, I should be glad to see him with his apparatus 
I vould not visli that this matter should be made a parade of, and 
therefore gne lou the trouble of Arranging it, I cannot (having for- 
got it) gne jou this man’s name, but Mr Fraunces, can point you 
to him I think he told me he lodged at Mr Lispenard’s where he 
had exhibited some proof of his skill 

Geo Washington ” 

William Stephen Smith’s reply of May 20, 1783, reads as follows 

“New York 20th May 1783— 

8 o’clock PM — 


“Sir— 

I vas this morning honoured vith vour Excellency’s priaate 
letter of the 15th inst and liaaing this daa dined with Mr Lispenard 
I tooke an opportu^lt^ of asking some questions relative to Doctor Le 
Mo^cr and turned the con^crsatlon upon his abilities in his profes- 
sion — I ha\e the pleasure to inform jour Excellency that he is con- 
sidered particularih eminent — He came to this Country, about 3 
^cars past, recommended b\ General Convaj to Sir Henry Clinton 
and General Robertson vho recened him vith e^ery mark of atten- 
tion — He continued in fa\our untile one daj at dinner vith General 
Robertson and some British officers, his Countrj as connected vifli 
this vas reflected upon, he rephed vifh a degree of varmth displeas- 
ing to the General vho after continuing to notice him some veeks 
vith a cold cnilils, permitted him to remain e\er after unattended 
to except bs the E\e of Suspicion — He is a man of polished manners, 
of strict integrits, at the Head of his Profession — and a friend to this 
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Coiinlr\ — ThcsL assei lions uc founded upon tlic senliinents of the 
most respccliihlc ( li nuclei of flic Wig-Ciiclc in ssinch he has moied 
since his an ml heie ” 


Heie ^\c ha\c fuilhei confiimalion lliat Le Mayeur did not come 
to Ameiica with the Fiencli, and at the same time knowledge that he 
was a constant icsident of New Yoik fiom the lime ot his ariival, m 
1781 He could not, Ihcicfoic, ha\c been in Newport, as previously 
1 epoi led Dm ing those inlei esting \ eai s he w as, instead, dii ectlj associ- 
ated with the Biilish In one of Di Fit/patiick’s* letteis Febiuaiy 18, 
1932, he wiole “I base alwass liked Le Mojeui because of the stoiy 
about him that he lesented the impoliteness of some of the British officers 
at Caillon’s own table in New' Yoik, hefoie he succeeded in getting 
thiough the lines to the Ameiican side That took ner\e”‘® 

Smiths leph was evidcnth salisfacloij to Washington, foi in June 
we find Le Majeui had just Msited him at his headquai teis in New'burg, 
liaMiig peifoimcd the sei vices desiied 


“To Licuf Col Wilh nil b Simlh, New Yoik 

Dear Sir New burg, June 20, 1783 

Doctor Le ^I^^cur h^ whom I expect ^ou will ha\e recei\ed 
inj letter of the 12lh Ind scarce^ left this, when -voiii fa\or of the 
17th g „ 


Unfortunately the lettei of introduction fiom Geneial Conw'ay to 
Sir Henry Clinton has not yet been located It is not among the Clinton 
material in the William Clements Library in Ann Aibor or Bay Ciy, 
Michigan, the Huntington Library in San Marino, California, the Morgan, 
Rosenbach, New York Public or otliei New' Yoik libraiies, the Library 
of Congress, New York State Library or a host of others in this country, 
nor could it be found m the Public Record Office and those libraries m 
England to w'hich letters W'ere sent 


Though preliminary articles of peace had been signed on November 
30, 1782, there was no armistice, therefore Washington had to pass 
another w'lnter with his army on the Hudson A definite treaty of peace 
was finally signed on September 3, 1783, but the Biitish did not evacuate 
New York until November 25, 1783 As a result of Washington’s help, 
Le Mayeur’s desire to get through the British lines must have been 
accomplished, as indicated in the above letter fiom Washington to 
Lieut -Col William S Smith, New' Yoik, dated New'burg, June 20, 1783 


* “Dr LeMajeur caused me considerable trouble Had I seen an\ of his 
printed adicrtisements I iiould of course ha^e spelled his name vith an a but 
there are one or two letters from l\im in the Washington manuscripts and I det> 
anj one to decide iihether the letter is an ‘o’ or an a’’ (Letter dated Februari 
18 1932 from Dr J C Fitzpatrick ) 
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The next lettei located of Le IMayeur’s, dated New Yoik, Julj^ 1, 
1783, ■v\as written in the tliiid peison and lefeiied to articles for personal 
use 

“Doctr Le Mayeur presents his humble respect to his Excellency 
General Washington and Madame, has sent his Excellency the three 
articles, the use of ■s\hich the General is perfectly acquainted with, 
hopes the ^ allise, etc is safely arrl^ ed, hut is extremely sorry to find 
that his letter which was to have attended it was hj"^ some misfortune 
left behind 

When the Doctr shall recei\e the things that are expected from 
Virginia, he amII take the opportunity to present again his respect to 
his Excellency (S. Madame at headquarters 
New York 1 July 1783 ” 

Washington leplied to this on Juty 16, 1783 

“To Doctr Le Mayeur New York 

Newburgh, July 16, 1783 
Sir 

The Vallisc arrived safe, as the thiee articles which accompanied 
jour card of the first Instance, also did, but the letter did not get to 
hand till jesterdaj' I can onlj' repeat my thanks to you for your 
great and constant attention to me, and wish for opportunities to 
show my sense of them 

The small matters which were expected from Virginia are not 
jet received, and its to be feared will never he found I am going 
to make an excursion which will, I expect, employ fifteen or more 
daj's 

lou will be pleased to receive further assiiiance of the pleasure 
I shall have in entertaining jou at mj' house in Virginia, and in show- 
ing jou cverj' civility in mj' power in that State I am Sir, Your 

mo obt Hble servant 
Geo Washington ” 

The nevv'spapeis of New Yoik again give us our next leference to 
Le jMajeui’s activities 

On Decembei 8, 1783, theie appealed in the Independent Journal 
(New Yoik) tlie follovvnng adv'ertisement 

“Doctor LE MAYEUR 
FRONT TEETH 

Anj person disposed to part with their FRONT TEETH, may 
receive Two guineas for each Tooth, on appljing at No 28 Maiden 
Lane ” 

On the 13th, m tlie same paper, anothei is found that coiiesponds 
vcij closelj to the wording of the anonjanous one of Apiil 27, 1782, with 
the same address Here Le Majeui asked for “dry teeth” What use 
he desiied to make of them is not stated 
“Doctor LE MAYEUR 
FRONT TEETH 

Anj Person disposed to part with their FRONT TEETH niaj call at 
No 28, Maiden Lane, and shall have a good price for them Also some 
DRy TEETH are wanted” 
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In the Daihi Advertiser, foi Tamiaiy 28, 1789, theie appeared this 
inteicslini? ilcni “In llic sc\cic winlci of 1783, wlncli was a tune of 
itcncial clislicss in New Yoik. an aged couple found themselves leduced 
to then last slick of ^^ood The> wcic suppoiled bj' a daughter, who 
found hciself unable to sccuic ^\ood, fuel oi piovision She accidentally 
lieaid of a dentist who adsei lised that he would gne 3 guineas for every 
sound tooth She decided to do this On hci aiiival she made known the 
ciicunistances wliieli caused hei to make the saciifice He, affected by 
liei Icais, icfused, and picscnted hci with 10 guineas instead” As Le 
i\Ia^eul’s notice A\as the one icfciied to, he nndouhledly w'as the indi- 
Mdual thus mosed to chant's 

That Le i\Ia^cul was not able immediately to avail himself of 
Washington's hospitalils in Vnginia, as he hoped and anticipated, can 
he seen hs Ins Icttci of Januai} 20, 1781 This lettei is undoiibtedlj the 
most illuminating one in the collection Fioni it we can obtain a fair 
idea as to the method of piactite Le Majcui puisued, and his own 
opinion as to the success of tiansplantation It likewnse enlightens us 
upon the chaiactci of his piactice and the names of a few' of his patients 
He undoiibtedh had entice into the best ciicle of the time and, in spite 
of the disagi cement mentioned by Smith in his letter to Washington, 
lie eMdentl} continued to letain the goochvill of many of the British 
officers 

“Sir 

I haic the Iionor of taking my pen to apologize to your Evcellency 
for my not waiting on jou in Virginia at so early a period as I had 
stipulated 

The extreme sec ere weather added to my not having fully com- 
pleted some pricatc arrangements which are absolutely necessairy 
before I take my departure from this City have hitherto prevented 
and wall for a few days longer, delay my journey for your hospitable 
Mansion and rob me of the honor I have so happily proposed to 
myself in paying my personnel respects to your Excellency soon and 
viewang jour Continance and thro vou a favorable reception wath 
jour highly honored fello citizens 

Since your Excellency’s much regretted departure from this 
City, I have had the plaisure of gratifying two ladies and two gentle- 
men who I believe have the honor of being personally known to j'our 
Excellency by furnishing them wath good living teeth in the room of 
those which were broken or otherwise decayed Miss Ried of New 
Jersej' — daughter of General Ried of the British Army and Miss Shorr 
the sister of Lady Wheate and a relation of Col Vanck lately a secre- 
tary to your Excellency have been furnished with two each and Colo 
Varick himself has four front and one eye tooth, three of wdiich were 
transplanted in December and are at this day perfectly secure and 
tw'o other which have been transplanted some days since are in a 
promising state and xvill be perfectly ferm at the period of my de- 
parture from this place which is dependent on the completion of mj 
arrangements first alluded to and which will positively take place in 
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the beginning of februar\, ■when I h^^e determined to proceed to the 
southward and honor m'vself "with an immediate aisit to Mount 
Vernon 

I pra^ nl^ best respects to Mrs Washington and ha^e the honor 
to be with great consideration and profound respect 

lour E'vcellenc>s 

New lork, Janr 20, Most obedt and humble 

1784 serMteiir Dct Le Maveur ” 

That his practice kept him busy can best be judged by his delay 
in leaMng New York, foi we find in the Independent Journal of Januaij'^ 
28, 1784, that Le Maj^eur had planned to leave New York by Febiuaij' 
2, \et on the 13th he ad%eitised that “as soon as the Aveathei moves 
fa^olahl 3 ” he would depart He w'as still in New^ York on Februaiy 
21, for this notice continued to appeal In his letter fiom Mount Vernon, 
dated March 31, to Richaid Varick, aide to Washington, w^e find that 
Le Majeui left foi Mount Vernon on March 3, likewise in a letter found 
m the copj hook of Washington’s letters, in the Library of Congress, 
Washington leplied to a letter of Richard Varick, wdiich cannot now be 
located, under date of February 22, 1784 He WTOte 

“ I reccncd great pleasure from the account whicli you have 
gncn me of Doctor LeMa\eur’s operation on jou, and congratulate 
Aou ^er^ sincereh on the success I shall claim ^our promise of re- 
lating the sequel, for I confess I ha\e been staggered in m^ belief of 
the c^^lcac^ of transplantation of liMng teeth, being more disposed 
to think that the Operator is partial to his own performances, and 
the persons operated upon, in general arc inclined to compliment, 
or liaMng submitted to the operation, arc somewdiat unwilling to 
expose the truth, but a our accot I can, I will rclj upon 

“If contr ir\ to expectations this letter should find Doclr 
Le MaNLur in New 'iork, let me praa ^ou to present mv compliments 
to him, and tell him that his letter of the 20th is at hand, th it I 
should hue answered it, but for the information he there g^^c me, 
of his intention of setting out in a few da^s for Virginia, and that I 
shill whcnc\er it is co^^enIcnt to him, and not before, be \cr\ glad 
to sec him if this Scat, where he, as a on would at all times, meet a 
cordi il and welcome reception” 


Le Majeur at Mount Vernon 

Though Le Ma^eur left New York on Maich 3, lie did not leach 
Mount Y cinon until the 21th of that month, due to had weathei and the 
condition of the loads In a lettei to Richard Varick, he ga\c an account 
of his tiip 

“nu (kar Sir, 

1 am sorr\ ^ou cm not understand french because aou will [it] 

[ni n I be not understand m\ English slsle 
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I Itfl llu' lid of M.iuli llie town of Ntw \oiK ind ^r^l^cd the 
four ind twciilx d Mount \cinon 

the 1 ) 1(1 \\( illui ohlif^cd nil to st 1 d.ns it PIiil ukliilii i, m 
the lucintiuu I hi\t iiiid i msiI to tlie Attoi ncN Gcuci d in consc- 
(luciicc of Mill! polite Iittii iiid eli\en d n s it B ilthiiiioi Pithonnc 
^l^e^ his hem fiore till the 18 of tins month 

I nil iiideed roiuioiis of all cnilits mil ‘ittcntioii that his 
F\ctllene\ A Mis NVnshiiiptoii p i\ to n pooi Dentist and the goser- 
nor of this State mgigid me to go to Hiehmoiid, hut I icpicscntcd 
to linn tint I pronnsi to he in luiie at New ^oik The general told 
told me he wrot two letleis to Mi Htmrdir, will sou line decided 
since m\ depiliiie I will hi oblige to sou sii, if sou ss is so good 
to call to Mr ind Rogcis ind gise them ms best compliments 

for ill cisilits III it I line reccistd fiom Ihcm, since I am in Ness 
Aork A. bs the next poste 1 ssill ssiile to them ” 

A sseck aflci leasing Ness AoiK Iheic appealed in the Independent 
Journal (NY) the notice ssliieh is lepioduced in Fig 64 


R.' Le M A y E U R, DENTfSTr 
s^ho ^ranfplants Teeth, intcncfi ft' 
turning to this City, about the latter end of, 
Mav next 

hcj-Tvrkf 10, 1784- tf. * 


Fig 64 — ^Nolice of Lc Mnjciir tiflcr be bad left New York Independent Journal 


It ss'as not, hoss'cs'ei, until about the middle of June that he finally 
returned to Nesv Yoik, as shosvn by anothei ads^ertisement in the Inde- 
pendent Journal of June 12 He then piacticed at 35 Hanos^er Square 

“Dr Le Mayeur, again i eturned to this city, and for some time 
may be met ssnth at Messrs Berry and Rogers, No 35 Hanover 
Square Persons ssilhng to dispose of their fiont teeth, AViIl receise 
tsso guineas for each, bj applsing as abose” 

On July 28 he added to his former announcements 

“Those Persons svho have been furnished svith False Teeth, or 
Natural Teeth, upon Base, on application to Doctor Le Mayeur, 
they ssnll receive gums gratis ” 

For those not familiai with the methods of practice of the time, 
It was the custom to apply led sealing xvax to the ivor}'^ base to imitate 
the color of the gums An mteiesting sidelight is to be found in AVasb- 
lugton’s letter to Maj Billings undei date of June 17, 1783, in Cbaptei 
XVI, p 301 

On August 14 in a letter to Washington, written from New York, 
we find that he was still in that city Evidenly he had met with such 
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success that his time was pretty well occupied In his letter he endeavors 
to con\ey again to Washington his deep appreciation for the many 
“ciMlities” he was shown, by sending a “led horse” to “little Master 
George,” who was undoubtedly George Washington Parke Custis, the 
son of Jack Custis, Washington’s stepson Geoige Washington Paike 
Custis v ith his sister, Eleanor Parke Custis, became the wards of George 
Washington and grew up at IMount Vernon, where thej' were given the 
same care and love that had been given to their father and aunt before 
them 


“his Excellencj General Washington 


Sir 

Among the nianj ciiilities I had the honor of receiMng in your 
Excellencys faniilj there vas one which little blaster George fre- 
quenth showed in lending me his hliie horse vhen I had occasion 
to ride — I liaie been so fortunate since my return to this City as to 
meet vith a little red horse which I beg to ha\e the pleasure of pre- 
senting to him as a token of my regard — this little horse is just big 
enough for the little house vliicli Master George and nivself built upon 
the side of the hill 

I shall alvays remember with singular pleasure and gratitude 
the marks of a kind and generous regards which have been evident 
in the attentions I ln\e had the honor of experiencing from your 
Excellencj and Lady Washington 

I beg leaie to present my most respectful regards to Lady Wash- 
ington, to the amiable sister to Major Washington of vhom I hope she 
has recened some serMce, to JIrs Sturde, Mr and Mrs Leon Wash- 
ington 

I ha\e the honor to be with perfect respect 
of jour Exccllencj' 

jmur most humble 

iNev "ioik August 14, et seriiteur 

1784 Doct Le Maj'eur” 

Washington’s replj of August 30 not only reveals his high regaid 
for Le Majeur, but brings to light the intimacy which had been estab- 
lished between them Historicall}” it becomes of greater importance, foi 
it ser\ed also as a letter of introduction to Lafayette Had Le Majeui 
preMOUsl} been in contact with Lafajette dining the years 1781-82, and 
had he known him personally, Washington w'ould, w'lthout doubt, ha\e 
mentioned him as a mutual friend The statement “that this letter wall 
he handed to you by the Marqs de la Fayette, to wdiom I haxe mentioned 
you as one to whom I am under obligations,” is ample w^arrant for disre- 
garding the statements which haxe appeared in our histones 
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F>g 65 — ^Letter from George Washington to John Peter Le Majeiir mtli introduction 
lo Lafajette, August 30, 1784 (Reproduced here bj courtesy of the hibran oj 

Congress ) 
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Doctor Le Mo^eur “August 30, 1784 

Sir 

"iour letter of the 14tli accompanying the horse for little Wash- 
ington came safe It is not in niA power to describe his delight, ■^vhich 
is the best proof of his thanks to %ou He finds beautj in every part, 
altho shj at first, he begins now to ride with a degree of boldness 
vhich -will soon do honor to his horsemanship 

Mrs Washington and all the faniilv join me in best AMshes for 
^ou Mrs Lund Washington has added a daughter to her familj 
Miss Bassett is on a \isit to her friends in lower parts of this State, 
and I shall set off tomorro^\ on a tour to the Western Country I shall 
always be happ^ to hear from ^olI, and onh visli for opportunities 
to make \ou amends for the attention jou ha\e sho^^n me This letter 
^Mll be handed to ^ou bj the Margs de la Fajette to whom I have 
mentioned to ^ou as one to whom I am under obligations 

I am Sir 

G Washington ” 

We next find Le Mayeui contemplating a visit to Philadelphia, foi 
in the issue of the Pennsylvania Gazette for September 8 and 15, 1784, 
he announced that he intended to he there the latfei pait of September, 
and would remain theie for some time 
“Doctor LE MAYEUR, Dentist, 

Who has been so successful in transplanting of TEETH in New- York, 
proposes to be in Philadelphia the latter end of September, where 
he will remain some tune, the time of his arrival and the place of his 
abode will be ad\ertised in the News Papers ” 

It was not until some time in Octobei that Le Mayeur left New' 
York, for on Octobei 27, 1784, m the Freeman’s Journal (Philadelphia) 
anothei ad\erlisement appealed 
“Doctor Le Ma\eur, Dentist 

LATELY from New-'iork, who transplants teeth, has taken lodgings 
It Mr Grcenfitld’s, fi\e doors abosc the Conostogoe AVaggon in Market 
Street, Ans person disposed to sell their Front Tcetli, or anj of them, 
ina^ cal! on Di le Maseur, at Ins lodgings, and reccne tw’o guineas 
for c ich tooth ” 

He icmained in Philadelphia until aftei “New Years,” as W'llI he 
seen m the next ads ei tiscment fiom the Independent Journal (NY) 




'Ll MAYEUR, DiVTliTi 


I JL/ realminf to thft City, fiom 
'TmLidclphia, about Cimildia/, and Mia/ ^ > 

'"i>e fpoke with at hu hbofe. No ap, WaiP 
'Street. , ^ » " 

Dr., ie Mayct^ hiu 
/ nondrU and tweflty«ihm 
( 'Jane, and afioret thd Public, tha^ wat MW 
' 'of hu operatloha JdH bdti'iif th* i 

fijrfaccefi. •- ' j'- ’ 

(if, — } «r/ Independent Jnurnal, December 18, 1781 Janinry 15, 1785 


- 

Li. • 
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Though he planned to lelnin abonl Chuslmas, this notice continued 
to appeal until Tanuaiy lii, 1785 On IMay 10, in the Packet (NY) and 
also in the Independent Journal, he added to his announcement the 
discos cues listed in Fig 07 


D octor le mayeur Demin,: 

has difcorcfcd a method to put in natn> 
raJ teeth, sMth or svjthout llampi, which can- 
not be difeoiered b) their gums whether natu 
ral or not, and arc not fiibjeft to affeft the gumi ^ 
and adjoining teeth as the falfe teeth A me ' 
th id never praOifed in Europe or America, anJj 
difcovercd only four months ago lie may 
fpoLesvith at hifhoufc. No, 45, Wall ftreet 
N B He guei two guineas for front teeth 
Way to 88 3 ‘ J 

i ^ 


Pig 67 — /Veio York Packet, also Itulepcnilent Practitioner, 1785 


Unfortunatelj' ^\e have no recoid of this method, but it shows that 
Le Mayeui was giadually getting away fiom the idea of devoting the 
major pait of his piactice to transplanting teeth 


Le Mayeur in Virginia 


Beginning with Septembei 15, 1785, we find a long series of entries 
in Washington’s “Dianes” which assist us in following Le Mayeur’s 
activities with much more accuracy 

“1785 — Tliurs 15 — (Sept 1785) Doctr L’Moyeri® came in before 
Dinner ” (Page 413 V 2 ) 

“Monday 19 — Doctr La Moyer left tins for Alexandria in my 
carriage after breakfast ” (Page 414 ) 

Here we find Le Mayeur as a week-end guest of Washington 

“Monday, 26 — ^Went up to Alexandria to meet Colonels Gilpin 
and Fitzgerald on business of the Potomack Compa Doctr La Moj er, 

M B Bassett and G A Washington, accompanied me, the first of 
whom remained there Dined at the New Tavern ” (p 417) 

From those diaries we learn that Le May^eur, foi the next tliiee 
years was a resident in the vicinity of iNIount Vernon Unfortunately, 
research undertaken by many groups and individuals such as the Wil- 
liamsburg Holding Co , Research Recoid Dept , and others in Alexandria 
and Maryland, has failed to disclose just where Le Mayeur lived during 
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those years It was in this vicinity that many battles weie waged during 
the CimI War, and as a result the tax deeds, hirtli and death lecords 
and other public data ha^e been destroj^ed 

On No^ ember 2, 1785, Le Mayeiu wiote to Washington from Rich- 
mond, Va , thanking him for his peisonal letter of mtioduction 

“Sir 

the letters of introduction your Excellency was pleased to honor 
me for Frederickshurg and Richmond haie all been delivered, in 
consequence of them I ha\e receiied Great ciiility from Mr Fitshugh, 
General Spotsvood, — the attorney General, Mr Harrison Spiker of 
the house of delegates, Mr Carry Speker of the Senate, and Mr 
George Weeb, I haie dine or engaged to dine with eiery one of these 
gentlemen I lodge in the same house with Col -Carry and we dine 
together vhen he is in town 

“Goierneur Henrv to ■whom I gaic the first letter offered me his 
serMces — 

I am short of expression to make proper thinks [thanks] for 
■\our Excelicncvs faiors as well these letters of introduction as 
hj jour other kindness Also to his Excellency General Washington 
Also to make to honorable Mrs Washington sufiicient acknowledge- 
ments for the extreme obligation I am under to her 

I ha\e the honor to be with a great respect of jmur Excellency 
Richmond the most obeissant and humble serviteur 

2 Noa 1785 Doct Le Maj^eur 

the races ha\e bigcn this day and the flags of trus bilong to Mr 
Good -wene, also at Petesburg ” 

The Virginia Gazette (Richmond) foi Octohei 18, 1785, shows that 
lie must liaxc been in that citj some weeks befoie he wrote to Wash- 
ington 

“Doctor Le MaAeur from the Citj of New York, Dentist Begs leave 
to inform the Ladies and gentlemen that he has armed in the City of 
Richmond. s\hcre he intends to staj a few weeks, and will perform 
an\ operations on the teeth, hitherto performed in Europe such as 
transplanting, etc Besides, he puts natural teeth instead of false, 
to people who cannot liaAC naturahes Dr LeMaveiir may be spoke 
with at Mrs "iounghusband’s ” 

That he remained there into December can be seen by anothei 
notice, dated Dccemhei 3rd Tlic diflicultj of securing “front teeth” 
must haxe become gieatei, foi lie inci eased his puce foi tliem to 5 
guineas slajes’ teeth “excepted” 

“An^ person that will dispose of the front teeth (sla%es excepted) 
ma^ recene fne guineas for each, bj calling on Doctor Le Maj'cur, 
at Mrs ^ounghiisband’s in the Cit^ of Richmond” 

On April 10, 178G, Le Ma>oui was again m Richmond, for he replied 
to Washingtons lettei of ]March 28, a letter which I have been unable 
to locate The formers lettci is most mteiestmg indeed, as it gives us 
a new insight into their relationship It also indicates that Le Mayeiir 
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must lla^e by this time established a stable of lioises and Ins interest 
in the laces, as shown in bis postsciipt of Novembei 2, must have been 
nioie than casual Tlieie is a fiiitliei entiy of Octobei 27, 1788, relating 
to the bleeding of hoises, as well as this lettei fioiii Richmond 

“Richmond 10 Apiil 1786 


Sir 

I Inic this dll onlj Ind the honom of join Exccllcncjs faiour 
of the 28lh March, ovinji I suppose to the neglect of the Post Oflice 
in not foiw aiding it to me licfoic no\% 

I cannot siifTicicnlh cxpiess the Jiigh sense I ha^e of lour 
E\ccllencjs polite and fiiendlj' attention to the care of mj Caiallrjr i 
am at a loss for ssoids to express niv gratitude for the new offer of 
the scriices of loiir horse M ignolio 

I think Jiim an Elegmt Jioise and would prefci mj^ mares going 
to him rattier than anv one I ha^e seen in America, but the choice 
IS more agreeable to me heiiig recommended b> jr Excellencj^ 
to vhose fas 01 s I am not ashamed to be further indebted 

This comes In nn sersans x\ho ssill relics e jou from the 
trouble of ms' black horse and about the second sseek in Mas, I hope 
the honour of pasing mv respects in person to Mrs Washington 
and your Excellcncj at Mount Vernon 

I base the honour to be ssith every sentiment of regards and 
seneration 

Your Exccllcncj's 

Most rcspectfull and very 

humble sersans J Le Mas’eur ” 

On April 14, 178G, “Docti La Moyeur sent for his Blackhorse and 
Chaise svliich his Sei slants carried asvay today” (V 3, p 43 of Dianes) 
On June 15 we find the follosving entr}”^ “About 7 o’clock in the after- 
noon, Docti La Moyeur came in ssuth a Servant, Chaise and 3 Horses ” 
(Page 76) Here xve find him spending ses^eral days at Mount Vernon, 
for on the 17th anothei mention appeared “Doctr La Moyeui and Maji 
Washington went up to Alexandiia today, the latter on mj-^ business 
They dined there and returned in the es ening ” (Page 77 ) 

It IS difficult to ascertain whether these are all professional calls, 
for in only a few cases can we find, in Washington’s diaries, any refer- 
ence to dental troubles We do find mention of his “being indisposed” 
and following this, a visit by some dentist We find in his account book 
occasional entries for toothbiushes and dentifrices for himself and other 
members of his family There appears no entry for dental serMces for 
himself during this period As entries are made for Drs William Baker, 
John Baker, Spence, YVhitlock and John Greenwood, it might reasonabty 
be presumed that Le Mayeur made no charges to Washington, giving 
his services in return for the many kindnesses shown him, otherwise 
some definite amount paid by Washington would be recorded 
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I'lR 68 — letter from Jolin Peter le Mn>eiir to Vi ii-lnnpton Ri( limoncl, April 10, 
1786 (Rcprocliicul lierc Ii' courte-> of tlic Ltbrarr of ( onf.rrss ) 
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One can nifei fiom the diai}' entiies and letteis that Le Mayeur’s 
piolonged visits at IMoiint Veinon weie not stiictly social, foi a week 
latei, June 23, June 28 and Julj' 1, 1786, he is mentioned as being again 
with Washington 

“Friday 23d — ^Doctr La "Moyeur came heie this afternoon ” (Page 
79) 

“Wed 28th — Doctr La Mo>eui came in before Dinner” (Page 

81) 

“Jill 1st — Doctr La Mojeui vho ^\ent from this on Wednesday 
last to Alexandria, retuined this afternoon” (Page 83) 

The next lettei is fiom Bath, Va , dated August 28, 1786 This letter 
IS extieniely difficult to lead, due to the many blots and to the faded ink 
It neveitheless shows that Le Ma 3 ’^eui, dining his travels, interested him- 
self in the piivate affairs of Washington and his welfare 
“Sir 

I should ha\e wrote thre weks ago to join Excellency had not 
!Mr ‘ RUMSY dece^^cd me in his departure from this place 

probabh he nij informing joii of the situation of your Build- 
ing — winch he has not done well — Col ? Washington and Mr 
George Lave, agree with me in oppinion of Mr Rumsy 

performance 

Should jour Excellencj' propose to write to me I shall get in 
at the post office in Philadelphia as I expeet to be there in ten or 
tvelve days at farthest and I hope to be at Mount Vernon b> the first 
daj of Octob when I intend to gne to General a narration of the 
ciMlities I liaie lecened from Genr Smallvood but for that I make 
him fine gentleman in transplanting front teeth in his head of which 
he wrot me he is extrenielj' satisfaj' 

I shall refer to Mr [Rundolph] (on will get of from here in 5 
or 6 dajs on his vay to Mount Vernon for the nevs at Bath) 

I hope Ladj’- Washington and Major and all Washington are veil 

I have the lionoui to be vnth great Respect and veneration of 
jmur Excellency 

his most obed 
and humb seriiteur 
j Le Maj^eur 

Bath, August 28, 1786 ” 

In Septembei we find Le iMaj^eur again in Ne\v York, for in the 
Daily Advertiser, Septembei 26, 1786, there appealed the notice repro- 
duced in Fig 69 


Do^or Lemayeur, Dennft, 

I s arrived in Toum, ard has taken Lodg- 
ipgs at the City Tavern, where he ^iJI 
coTinue a fhort t me Sept a6 1786. 51 

Fig 69 — ^Tlie onl) time ve have found Le Miveur’s name spelled in this manner 
A'eip 1 ork Dad) ddiertiser, September 27, 1786 
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Heie, foi some unknown reason, he spelled his last name as one 
word, the onlj" instance A\hich we ha^e found 

He remained in NeA\ York until Novembei, and on Novembei 17 
^^e find him in Philadelphia, where he stajed about a month 

“Dr Le Ma^eu^, Dentist, Requests anv person a\1io would wish 
to dispose of their Front Teeth to call upon him at the City Ta\ern, or 
opposite at (His lodgings) Mr Hogan’s, tallow-chandler, and they wall 
recene two guineas for each tooth ” (Independent Gazetleei , No 293, 

No 17, 178G) 

On Decemhei 14, Washington’s Dianes again take up Le Mayeui’s 
moA ements 

“Thur 14 — Doctr La Moaciir came in just as we w'eie going to 
dinner ” (page 14a) 

‘Tri 22 — Doctr I a Mo^eur came in about same time, from Ale\- 
andiia and remained o%er Christmas” (page 149) 

“Tues 2C — Doctr La Mojcur went to Alexandria today” (page 

150) 

On Feliruarj 4, 1787, Le IMaj'eui xvas again at Mount Veinon The 
next Diarj entry is 

‘‘Mondaj 5th — Aftei breakfast Doctr La Moaeur went up to Alex- 
andr,", and Docti Stuart A Mr Ino Dandndge to Abingdon ” (page 
IGG) 

‘Tridaj 9th — Doctr La Moaeur left this (after breakfast) but 
meeting with some accident to liis Chaise returned again” (Page 
IGG) 

“Saturdaj 10 — After breakfast Doct’r La Aloyciir again set out 
and soon after Doctr Craik went away” (page 1C7) 

Tliese entiles show an extended visit, due to all probability most 
likth to a serious illness of Washington, foi both Drs Stuait and Ciaik 
weie llicie at the same time This supposition is confirmed by Le 
^^a^eu^s lellei of the 8th of Apiil, 1787, in w'hich he trusts Washington 
“is in hettei health than x\hen I left Mount Vernon” This wall he 
fuilhei desciihed in the chaptei relating to Washington and his need 
foi medical and dental caie Fioni this lettei, w'e obtain some slight 
insight into Le MaNeui’s habits and life 

“Petersburg April 8, 1787 
Sir 

Since I lift the feet of his E\ccllenc\, I met witli seseral mis- 
fortunes the first I ha\c been burned almost in the mud at dunfnes 
and near rdnioutli since tint lime to much deeotion earned me into 
another, two weeks ago in Amaha Counte on nn waj to church (in 
compagin witli a number of ladies on horse back) to heard a sermon 
to be pre iclicd b\ a foreign clergsman one of their horses made a 
kick at mine, which unfortunatch miss him and I recened it so 
Molenth 111 it the heel of his shoe col mj boot doutile and slocking 
tlirougli to the bone which confined me to m> bed for elesen days 
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I hope his E\cellenc 5 ' and Lady Washington to whom I present 
my profound respect is in bettei health then when I left Mount 
Vernon and think by this time I may venture to pay my compliment 
of felicitation and his Lady — I have no doubt but that his Excellency 
has knowledge of the death of Col Carry who has left his children 
almost without any fortune, and has sold to his son in law Tom Ran- 
dolph (widower) a track of land for seventeen thousand pounds 
which has been paid him in cash and since his death it has been 
found the whole was morgaged and Col Tom Randolph at Tuckhoe 
IS security for twentv five thousand pounds (for which Col Carry 
ga\e him his dwelling place. Mill and dependencies for his security 
a debt he had contracted prior to the commencement of the war as 
well as a feigure of ninety negi oes which was made before his death, 
and since two actions haae been brought of three thousand pounds 
each (I have foigot wether cunencj or sterling I belieie a number 
of smaller sums, to Miss Lucy Randolph is Married to !Mr Lotele 
three weeks ago at Witton 

I have the honour to be with the highest respect and veneration 

Your Excellency most obedient and most 
humble servant 

jobn Le Majeur” 

Le Mayeur’s next letter informs us of his intention to spend the 
summer at Sweet Springs, returning from there to Charleston, and then 
to Havana to remain from January to June, 1788 He again thanked 
Washington for “promoting his Cavaliery ” 

“Sir 

Owing to a months absence of this place, I did not recene jour 
Excellencys favour of the fifth instant till yesterday by which I am 
sorry to find the Mayors son died 

In consequence of jmur Excellencj's good conseel I shall ■\erse 
my devotion, I intend the 8th of next month to go from Petesburg 
to the Sweet Springs and remaine till September from there to 
Charlestown and next January embark for Ha^anah and staj' till 
June following then return 

If it might not be conceived indiscressionatelv, I wmuld solicit 
the favour of your Excellency to obtaine me a testimonial letter (from 
the Spanish minister) as surgeon dentist and I ha^e no doubt tint he 
W'lll mention it is at j'our request which will promote mj reputation 

I assure j'our Excellencj’^ I feel m^self much at a loss when I 
wash to apologize for the repeated obligations I ha^e been fa\oured 
wuth, particularlj’- that in promoting mj Caiaherj, jou will I trust 
accept of mj' unfeigned thanks and in case a on should think proper 
to honour me with an answer addressed to Col Banister (at Petes- 
burg) I shall recen e it if eN en I should be gone before its arri\ al as 
hir jou wall be at Sweet springs in Julj' 
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I ha^e the honour to renninc with the most profound respect 
and Aeneration 

"iour 

E\celIenc^s 

most obedient and most humble 
ser\ ant 

John LeMaAeur 

Richmond 
Mts 23, 1787 

his E\ce]Ienc\ General Washington ” 

He did leacli Chaileston in Octobei, foi on Octobei 24 he again 
wiote to Washington 


“Charleston, Oct 24, 1787, 

Sir — 

I hope \our E\cellcnc% b^ this time has reco\eied the fatigue 
of \our great Work in the con\ention which must alTord the gieatest 
satisfaction when his E\ccllcnc^ hears as I ha\e done for fi\e hun- 
dred miles where tlie people seems so well satisfied of the new form 
of Go^ eminent — principle in the Reputation to haee at then head 
the firtl Legislature 

I hope Lade ^^ashIngton to whom I present In profound lespects 
as well IS Major <SL Mrs Washington 

I ha\e been here a few dies and intend to continue till the 
middle of I inuare fiom whence to St Augustine to obtain a passage 
to haeanah (Ha\ ma) (as mentioned in nn answer to eour Excel- 
lences last faeoui of the ath of Mae) and then to St Domingo fiom 
eeherc I intend to return in june upon the continent it Biltimoic or 
\lc\andri 1 if it is in me poeecr Col Washington has not been eeell 
for some time past 

I haec the lionoui to he eeith the most jirofoiind lespect and 
e eneration 

^our Excellences 

Most obdt A most hhl sereiteur 
John Lc Mae cur 

His Excellence General Washington ” 

Ibis is the last of lus lellcis to Wasliinglon Lc Mayeur ceidentl}' 
made' the tiip to Haeana foi Ins health as well as foi professional leasons, 
foi he staled he eeoiild letuin “if it is in me poevei ” 

On October 21, the folloeeing entie regarding Le Majeiii, appeals 
in the daire Hcic we find Washington distiihuling “maies, colts and 
horses,” including “Doctr La Moeciu’s ’ 

‘1788 Oct 27th — M ide the folloeeing distribution of Mares, Colts 
md Horsts th it do not eeork ei^ At Dogue Run, in the upjier 
Me idoees 22 M ires besides Doctr I.a Moe cur’s — for brudg [sic] eeork 
or sale ” (page 437) 


In iceording the ages of Ins lioises, on page 130, Washington eeiiles 
‘Doctr La Moeeiir — a soirl 1 ecar” 
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Le IMayeui must have letuined from his tiip about the time he 
contemplated, foi he visited Washington at Mount Vernon, on Nov 20, 
1788, accoiding to the following abrupt entiy m Washington’s Diary 
“Thill 20th-Found Docti La Moyeiii here ” (Page 447 ) 

Foi some unexplained reason, Washington did not keep a copy of 
his letteis to Le Mayeui , these would ha%e, without doubt, given us more 
insight into their lelationship We do know that the following year 
Washington employed the sei vices of John Greenwood 






' ^ Z' r /I ^ > 




\ > 




<<^1 


\tF t At > / A -Ajt. •' ^ T j r ,rc. 

I 


/ 








r rt 








/ 


Pi< erf c\ 

/i 




'/a/b 





^ 4,. 


Fig 70 — Certified copy of Le Majeur’s Oath of Fidelity to the Commonwealth of 
Virginia, 1789 (Reproduced here bj courtesj of the Misses Bojkin ) 


The following yeai, John Petei Le Mayeur, as he was then known, 
decided to sever his ties with his native France, and became a citizen 
of Virginia, and on Octobei 23, 1789, took the oath prescribed bj-^ law 
giving assuiance of fidelity to the Commonwealth of that state (Fig 70 ) 

I am indeed grateful to the Misses Boj^kin, of Richmond, for per- 
mission to use this interesting document as well as othei valuable 
material of Le Maj’^eui’s now in their possession, therebj' continuing his 
history up to the date of his death In Le INIajeur’s letter under date of 
May 23, 1787, he mentions that he intended to visit Sweet Springs, Vir- 
ginia, to regain his health, and apparently these springs pro%ed so 
beneficial that in the summei of 1790 he decided to move from Fred- 
eiickshurg to what is now the boundary line between Virginia and West 
Virginia, pui chasing several parcels of land, one of 56 acres, in what 
was tlien Mount Pleasant-^ Heie he li\ed until his death in Ma}, 1806 
This homestead and anothei farm remained unsold and m the faniih 
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of the Misses Bo^Kin until lecently (1933) 

Tliat he was Ining in Mount Pleasant on June 25, 1794, w'as ascei- 
tained from a peisonal lettei wiitten bj him fioni theie On Maich 
10, 1806, the following letter was sent to a Mrs Bui ton, this is the last 
wiitten iccord we ha^e of Le Ma>eui 
“^tadnme 

It IS with a great reluctance that I refresh your wound consern- 
ing the loss of Mr Burton but the great affection for you madame' 
force me to prai lou to accept my sincere compliments of con- 
dolence about the great loss aou haae sustained by his death wdiich 
I consider is irreparable ba the loss and attachment he had for you 
madame, it is aaith those sentiments that I pray aou Mrs Burton to 
accept the rcspectueur attachment aaitb aaliich I haac the honour 
to be 


Jfadamc 

■^oHi most obedt and humble, 
sera t 

John Le Ma>cur 

ma best loae to a our unfortunate son 

Mount Pleasant 
near the Saaect Spiings 
March lOlh, 1800 
To Mrs Bin ton the aaidoaa 
in Richmond ” 


On Maa, 4, 1800, in Richmond, Lc Mnycur, “tho weeke m body yet 
of pci feet mind and mcnioij,” diew' his final aaull, stating that he gave 
all of his estate to Tames Biocon, and £100 to Di John Ciingaii At 
the cximation of taaclac months aftei his death, liis slaves, Isaac and 
Chailes aacie to he emancipated and set free, and foi then suppoi t “2 
ducats of “slO a acai aaas left, thej aaerc then to be bound out as appi en- 
tices to such mechanical trades as they maj choose for a peiiod of nine 
M'ars On Mac 5, in the Count} of Monroe, a codicil w^as added, chang- 
ing the will, 111 which he stated that the “two negio hoys should at a 
ceitam age he set ficc and that the} were to have the use of 400 acres 
of kind in accoi dance to the Legislation of the State of Virginia” and 
that his estate was to go to lohn Dacis “m consideiation of his attention 
dining 111 } late illness” The will w'as pioced on June 12, and fiom 
an iincntoi} dated Ma} 20, Lc Ma}cur must ha^e died some time around 
the 20lh of Ma\, 1806 Appaienlh he was a hacheloi and left no close 
km 

Ihe imentor} discloses that he must ha\e established a ^ery suc- 
cessful practice, foi he left a large and \aluahle personal estate This 
ln^cntot}, of eight large legal-si/e pages, enumerated the ^arlous articles 
as found upon the estate and packed into Iwehe large trunks His sihcr- 
ware and jewels, among which were a set of di.iniond buckles, arc still 
retained In the iirescnt owners 
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Fig 71 — Letter signed bj John Le Majeur, March 10, 1806, two months prior to 
his death By comparing the handwriting as found upon the other letters there cannot 
be any doubt that they w'ere written by one and the same person (Reproduced here 
by courtesy of the Misses Bojkin ) 


Listed m one trunk are the following inteiesting items, unfortunately 
no longer retained, winch definitely relate to the practice of dentistrj' 
“7 bundles of dental instruments and bundles of files”, a small case, 
of what IS desciibed as “gum knives,” 19 French books (as these are 
listed separately from the others, they might have been some of the 
important dental hooks of that period), “quantity of sea horse teeth”, 
“bundle of wood sciews” (used to attach human teeth to ivorj*^ dentuies) 
“small vise, bow strings, ciucibles, and quantity of tooth brushes” The 
most astonishing item, however, was a “can of ether” Just how did Le 
Mayeui use this in his dental practice, and did he know its ^alue as an 
anesthetic’ 
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Fig 72 — John Pclcr Lc Mincur’s pcrsonnl Mill*-, cicr^ ihn, frontier nnd clrc'« Left 
bj Mill in 1806 (Reprodced here b> coMrtcs\ of the rnlentine Mmeiini of Richmond, 

Vn , nnd the Mi'-xc'- Bo'kin ) 


Did Le Mayeur Teach Gardetle, Flagg or Spence‘S 

Thoipe" and many otheis tell us that Le Mayeur “luloicd two fellow 
patriots in the art of denlistiy, one a fellow counliMiian, lames Gaidelle, 
aged tw^enty-five, the othei an Ameiican, Tosiah Flagg, eighteen Aeais 
of age ” There is also a statement that Spence ^^as anothei ol his 
pupils 

We have discussed Gaidette’s activities in this countiy elsewheie, 
theiefoie w^e shall now' considei onlj the possibilit> of his icceiMiig 
instruction from Le I\Iayeui Theie is nothing that indicates such a 
tutelage Gardette had been in this countiy at least eight jeais piioi to 
meeting Le Mayeui in Philadelphia, and though the loimei, fiom his 
piivate letters, mentioned “my colleague Le IMajcui,” and despite then 
friendly lelations, Gaidette w'as not in accoid wnth Le iNIajeui’s ideas 
of transplantation His article on Diseases of the Teeth in the American 
Museum, 1790, definitely show's a dilTeient idea of the piactice of 
dentistry 
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As Flagg piacticed only in and around Boston, and as Le Maj'cur 
never visited the New England states, it is not likely that they ever met 

Andiew Spence had alieadj' been a dentist in London befoie coming 
to Philadelphia in August 1784, having leceived his “education under 
the tuition of Dr Thomas Richaid Spence, his uncle. Dentist to his 
Biitannic IMajestj"” He did not, in an 3 ' of his advertisements, mention 
the piactice of tiansplantmg teeth, thus it is not likelj" that he ad%ocated 
this pioceduie, oi was a pupil of Le Maj'eui’s 
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CHAPTER XI 


JOSIAH FLAGG (17B3-181G) 

Early American Oral Surgeon and Orthodontist 

A S IN the case of neaily every other dental piactitionei of this 
peiiod, the life histoiy of Josiah Flagg needs consideiable revision 
The exact date of his hnth still remains unknown, however, the 
dates so far given, Septeinhei 30, 1763, and July 24, 1764, are not correct, 
for we have found several definite records of his baptismal as of July 
24 1763^ Josiah was the son of Lieutenant Colonel Josiah Flagg, (a 
direct descendant of Gershom Flagg, 1668), of Elliott’s Regiment of the 
Continental Army He is said to have been a Major during the war 
and to have leceived instruction in dentistry from a French officei while 
quarteied in Rhode Island from 1780-1782 This Fiench officer is gen- 
erally stated to be “Le Maire,” but we have just shown in the life of 
Le Mayeur how impossible it would have been for him to have been 
the mstiuctor, nor is there anything, except possibly Sherman’s letter 
quoted m the chapter on Gardette which leads us to believe that the 
man was Gardette, although Gardette was m a better position and more 
apt to have given instruction than Le Mayeur It is more probable that 
Flagg received his earlier dental training from Paul Revere, but theie 
IS nothing to confirm this We have shown that the Senior Josiah and 
Revere were co-puhhshers of songs as early as 1765, and this friendship 
no doubt was continued m later life, therefore the youngei Flagg knew 
Revel e, and could easily have come under his tiainmg Theie is also 
a question whether Flagg ever actually served m the wai, foi we could 
find no such record m the various Massachusetts- or Rhode Island^ 
archives to support this tradition A similar statement is to be found 
m one of the unpublished manuscripts oiigmally VTitten m 1804 and 
revised m 1859 ^ Flagg cannot be credited with the distinction frequently 
accoided him, of being the fiist native-born dentist, Isaac Greenwood 
having been m practice piioi to the time Flagg started 

Little is known of his early life® and just when he did begin tlie 
practice of dentistry, it could not, however, ha^e been before 1783, when 
he located m Boston and wheie he continued to piactice vith success 
until 1812 His contempoi anes were Isaac Greenvood, Si and John 
Randall, both confining then piactice more to the mechanical, vhile 
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Fig 73 — ^Photographed from the oiiginal ■water color now in the po«sc‘i‘iion of his 
great granddaughter, Mrs Henrj V Guninierc, and reproduced here b> her kind per- 
mission Painted in Philadelphia and not in London hj John Ruben Smith in 1807, as- 
indicated bj the date oier the closet and on tlie coier of the instriinicnt case on the 

table 
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T W Parson, a ijhj'sician, peifoiined the moie difficult, surgical opera- 
tions, tlieiefoie he was almost the only peison in Boston who could, with 
piojniety, he teinied “a suigeon dentist”® Accoiding to Dexter," Flagg 
began as an itmeiant, distiihuting ciiculars in the various towns m 
which he stopped, which infoimed the public how well equipped he 
was in all depaitments of his art He thus followed the example of John 
Gieenwood, except that he continued to use this method until the close 
of the centuiy This hand-hill, undated, was published in 1785 and is 
lepioduced heie (Fig 74) foi the fiist time thiough the courtesj’’ of 
his gieat giand-daughtei It is most interesting, since it portiays the 
dental piactice of 1785 






J. FLAGG, 

•- ' T^ESP BCTFULLY acqunints the Ladies and Gejltlemen of this 

i bctontfnuesluspiucuceas SURGED \‘ DI2jS!^JST'' ilfr 

JJk FLAGfl transplants teeth , cures ulcers and rases them from pim without drawuv^,^f^s- 
tcnslhosd that arc'lbosrj mends teeth snlh foil or gold, I d be as InsUng and useful as tlie wdn: 
teeth, and sorAout TAe oprratton , — Makes aruBcial teeth, and secures them io an dlt 

dependent, lotting and tirvtee^le manner , / '"Cl, ^ ■'-i 

Sews up hare bps and fixes gold roofs and palates, gfeatlj''assisting thepronunaation and 

1 ^ — ^ 

K teeth from their first cutung, to present fits and 

/<r» settfi-dorr to receive their due proportion, should they be mclintd to irregulinty 
jS LxtracIs teepi^roo' sand stumps that has e been despaired of, nith so little pain to the patienTj' 
that no one can want cot f lence after once submitting to a trial , tuts the defect from^ teeth and , 
'^g restores them to whitepsl’ 4” soundness, svithout saws, files, acids and such abusivea, 
sbamefiilly crept into tlie pr„ -'lb»ii ind which have destroyed the confidence of the 

J Frok the experience and success which Dr Fxaco has had m the ■several branc 
profession above enumerated, he takes the liberty to assert (and he hopes without arrog— 
ills skill Is superior tothat of any competitor, who has set appealed Li this country^ ai^ 

♦n ih> rt ■.ncclablc and liberal Medical Gentlemen for the support oflhis declaration He 
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and palates, gieall} assisting tlic piominciation and the s\\ allow” 
likewise ‘‘legulates childicn’s teeth ” He possessed much mechanical 
ability and was lecogni/ed foi his ingenious methods m opeiatmg, being 
one of tbe eailiest to piacticc ‘‘pulp lapping, to dull into the pulp caMf> 
to lelicve distiess caused fiom a dead pulii ” 

Accoiding to tbe desciiplion on his p.isspoi I No 177, issued bj .lobn 
Quincy Adams as Envoj Extiaoidinaiy Minislci Pleiupotenliai \ of the 
United States at tbe Com t of the United Kingdom of Gieal Biitain and 
Ii eland, Flagg was a man much abo\e the a\ei.ige height, being 6 ft 
lYj (English inches), with a high foiehcad, ha/el eses, a small nose 
and mouth and loundcd cbm, his haii was light, he was laii coni- 
plexioned and had a loiiiid face It is said that he weighed o\ei 300 
pounds, jet was well jn opoi tioiicd Josiah J'la(](i maiiicd twice, his 
fiist w'lfe being Hannah Collins, his second, Eli/a Bicwstei, whom he 
maiiied in 1797, and who was ‘‘a descendant of the sixth geneiation 
in diiect descent liom Eldci William Biewslci of the Majllowei, 1020 
He W’as the falliei of hvo sons, the eldci being Di Josiah Foster 
Flagg, bj-^ his fast w’lfe, bom in Boston Tanuaij 11 1789, died Decem- 
bei 20, 1853 The lallei Flagg piacliced in Wintci Sticcl, Boston 
being one of the eaily makcis of poicclam teeth and aulhoi of sc^elal 
books, among which was The Family Dentist 1822 3 he second son 

Di John Fosiei Bicwstei Flagif, w-as boin Maj 12, 1802, of the second 
maiiiage, and died Seplembei 8, 1872 He was the iincnloi of the 
lateial vacuum caMty foi dentines, and fast piofessoi of analomj 
and physiology in the old Philadelphia College of Dental Singcrij, chai- 
teied 1852, leoigani/ed as the Pennsylvania College of Dental Surgery 
in 1856 This same Dr John F Biewslei Flagg was the fiist to expose 
Moi ton’s so-called ‘‘New' Compound Lethcon,” and piosed it to be 
nothing but sulphuiic ethei, which he administeicd cxpeiimentallj as 
an inhalant wuthout ill lesults, and piotested that it was not patentable 

The veneiable and talented Piofessoi J(osiah) Fostei Flagg (1828- 
1903), of New Departui e fame, w'as the son of Di John F Biewstei 
Flagg, and grandson of the subject of this sketch, the last dentist of 
tins blanch of the family 

About this time, Flagg, lealizing the need of a piactical chan foi 
opeiatmg, converted one of the populai Wmdsoi type into a dental 
chan, by inserting an adjustable head lest made of hoise ban and 
leatliei, and diaw^ers undei the aim lest and undei the seat The oldest 
existing dental chan m this country and peihaps m the w'oild can be 
seen, lepioduced m Fig 75 The followung desciiption is to be found 
undei the seat ‘‘The spindles on the back w'eie made of hickoiy, the 
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seat of apple, the aim of soft pine, the legs and iimgs of maple, cherrj" 
and poplai,” now known as white wood The adjustable head rest was 
conti oiled hy two thumh sciews The chan is a much piized famity 
possession, and on the aim lest maj' he seen some of Flagg’s original 
dental instiuments 



Fig 75 — ^Tlie oldest known dental chair in this country, used bj Josiah Flagg from 
about 1790 until 1812 and then by his son and grandson until their death in 1903 
The adjustable head rest of horsehair and leather is held in place bj two thumb screws 
Under the right arm rest there was a drawer for instruments, and a description of the 
wood Flagg used in constructing the chair is pasted upon the bottom of the seat 
(Reproduced here by courtesj of Mrs Henrj V Gummcre ) 


It is apparent that from 1785 until 1790 Flagg practiced onlj in the 
smaller towns in Massachusetts and Rhode Island, depending entirelj 
on the use of hand bills in informing the public of his qualifications and 
his services In 1790 he located permanently in Boston, and in the 
Independent Chronicle and Universal Advertiser foi June 10 ^^e find 
just below his father’s, his earliest newspaper adveitisement “All of 
the various branches of the Dental Ait,” he states “he practices, and 
upon a new, much improved, highly recommended, and reallj' safe 
method” His early religious training becomes manifested A\ben he 
further lemarks “The poor ye have always with you” therefore “the} 
are cheerfully promised assistance gratis ” “ ‘TRY IMF, PROVE ME ’ 

‘HOLD FAST THAT WHICH IS GOOD ’ ” (Fig 76) 
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J ofi^h F lagg, j u nior, 

SURGEO.V dentist 

In MitK Si HKir, f-icinf; Stmt, 

H AG the honour to acquaint the 

Ladm Mid Oentlemen of thi« nietri>p<i)i and 
the that 'ic cure* ulceritcd letih aiid)urJi.ii( 

the Gutiu wiiliiiiii drawiDf; — extraiSt Teith. Stump or 
Routs with thi. f;rejtc(l facilit) , andrafety lotliep-- 
ticii . — falirnt thofe that are loofc by the feur^v, or 
other acridiiit — allttiatet the tnoft aetitc pain, witnout 
the ufc of inflruioents — ftopjhcmorrhaj'ei, 3rilin>; from 
any caiifc tiths'ever — ejeatia the I leih and t»iim» re 
Unring them to ff/rJt fMiity, ft«e of future injurtr— . 
maKei artificial 1 eetii with and without roots theyjr- 
tAct tquall) as fervtceabic ai the naturel onei— and prac- 
ti cso/' ihc various brairchea of the Dental Art upon a 
not much imfirtrtJ, rtmtrtmJ J, aud rtjUj/ife at 


tint J 

Ilifiercnt Brufhet and DenfiPrM, With diredlions pc- 
euliarfy ajtap'edro the relief of every complaint 

\t lAJtit Afxujjt tut I yuj T hcy arq 
etieurjaUr proniifcd afiillancejr^/i/ 

•• THY Mh, PKOVh ME, " “ HOI D FASTF 
1 HaV r WHICH IS GOOD ** StJttM Jut, to s 7»y» 


Fig 76 — Jo'iah FI igg’*> fir-t nesi-piptr iiilstrli-cnienl, June, 1790 
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JOFTA^ PrACG, lun. 

SUROrON Or>«TtST 

AT THI StoHI Hotr^r, Bt KCOK-StH XZ t« 

s ^ /?/79rc?Ar— 

pnVTIVUES hi«: praftift with 

, ofeful ituprtvements — A^’illance to the poor 

P^tl| 

CASH piven for lit e Teeth, 

[and Cod Cobbs, or Patl rWay ab t ~oa 


Fig 77 — ^Advertisement of Josnh FHgg, Jr, in 1792, m which he adopted as 
of medicine the Caduceus, app irenll) its e irliesl use for such in this country 
explanation is to be seen in Fig 78 “The healing ait, winged with a speedy 
encompassed with rays of light, knowledge or experience ” 


a simbol 
Flagg’s 
cure, and 
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Fiom ]\hlk Shed, Flagg moved to Beacon in 1791, and his notice 
111 the Columbian Ccnlincl leads \ei 3 much like Fig 76 

On May 26, 1792, in the al)o^c ncwspapci, the mteiesting adveitise- 
nicnt, (icpioduccd in Fig 77), appealed 

Tlic donlilc entwined scipcnt of Mcicuiy oi Heiincs w-ound around 
a staff at the head of the advci liscnient, is iiioie than of passing inteiest 
Flagg dcsiied, hj incoi poialing it in the notice, to suggest that he w^as 
piacticmg a hianch ol medicine, and appaieiitly he \vas successful in 
this icspcct, foi he continued to make use of the Caduceus thioughout 
his piofcssional caieei He appeals to have been the eailiest m this 
countij’^ to utilise this symbol and his explanation of it xvill be given 
latei Actually the double scipcnt poitiays Commeice and is associated 
■with the god, Heimes oi Meicui\ The sign of Aesculapius, the God of 
Medicine, should he hut a single seipent wound aiound the staff and 
in 1912 the American Medical Association adopted it as the one recog- 
nized as medicine’s symbol 

No advei tisements of Flagg aie to he found m the Boston papers 
from the summei of 1792 until August 17, 1795 When and w^hy he left 
Boston IS somewdiat of a mysteiy, pait of the time, how'ever, w^e find 
him in the south It is fiom his latei new'spapei announcements that one 
must piece togethei the piohahle cause of his departuie 

In the issue of August 17, 1795, of the Federal Orrery, Flagg 
announces his “return to piactice as a Suigeon Dentist”, and mentions 
his patent “artificial teeth of China Enamel ” This must have been the 
Dubois formula as intioduced into Ameiica the previous year bj’^ Le 
Breton On August 20 on p 346 of the above-named new^spaper, the 
same notice reappears, how^evei, on page 345, at the end of the general 
news items w^e find the editoi, Thomas Paine (1737-1809), had inserted 
the following 

“A correspondent is Inppy to find that Dr Flagg has returned to 
Boston He hopes tint his old enemies will now be ashamed of their 
groundless malice, and that the Dr will resume his practice, with his 
former emolument and reputation ” 

The same notice of Flagg is likewise to be found in the Columbian 
Centinel foi August 22 

On Novembei 26 of the same year, in the Independent Chronicle and 
Universal Advertiser, he stated 
“FLAGG (dentist) 

Dr Flagg, continues his Practice one door North of the Chronicle 
Office — as Surgeon Dentist — wdiere the Public nia\ depend the^ can 
be warranted all the success he maj promise, or belongs to the Pro- 
fession Nov 26 The Independent Chronicle and Uniaersal Adaer- 
tiser. No 1534 
Noa 26, 1795 ” 
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i, Dr. FLAGG, 

^^fonhnucs Ijts r<iAtricE, as Sl/RGLON Dri\TIST ih: r oji 
H fucccf’ful of the profjf.on, vi alli‘s brand’s, 

F or the e\tra£ling of the fn ft; teeth In 

children, and the rtj^ular amn^jement of the ferend 
cU ; for tlie prefer\ing, dnwine, nuiuiinp cun it;,imkinc; 
of traorplantinf^ of teeth, for the adult All who may re [ 
Cjuirc his aOifi mce, ami wifii a confidence in 1 im. arc at 
libcrtj to brinf; their phvfician or furgeon Mith tin in, as he 
isemiiloif ol gning pirled latisfidinn 

, He confidcotly aflctts, that the fcnfalion,, 

W nerves oftlie tcetli in the JieuI, can be c<t t deJ, b) a 
finiple, fileande.iR • roeel*-, with iiillrunui.ts, >nil tlictccth^ 
Ihll prefcivcd and \».e\ nied fmm ,i fiirllier dec.) On 
the trutli of wh it he ilhns m tins, or Ins handbill he 
rifques hu protethoinl reputation 

cr Caili lb Riven for found live Tcclli, al 

1 13 Room, He II the cornir ol \] tnkr btri.J, iUo ao rs Ji^ ~ 

' i'ju/} s Statf^c, hlarlboti' bind 

\ 

I — i 

) j 

I r X R L A N A 1 1 () N 

cf the CaliKies, (Mtrciir)'s fiinhol ol p.aeC; vliir'i i ' r- 
I rogUes as ^iiri'n’ii’ Tin 1 li In diiig U‘, 'vin i I’l w 'b 
Ipiei'a cuu, uid I iKo lip ified with t’le rt)'ufh_iit 
J.di V, or I \j)i ru IK e 

■ 1 lie Field az.urc is charged m iih a Caducics ct -c* I en 
c releJ with the i ijs of light— Or~ihc Dental t\pis on 
,lhc dexter chief are two bndlus, whieh rcler to elcanlimb' 
land tb ' i illniiiui'ts an the Inn iei are cjnWciiaatieal oi ih ai, 
i lafl 1 1 fort Cl’" I nu , hir tlic anrnifli 14 111011 is < v c ifioned b\ inti 
|piudeiit Healed cT olffnK'o reliRa'ic. to dental remed) ^ 


1795, appnrentlj unknown 

haie Flaggs Explanatmns ot the three S}inboIs he adopted for dentistry 
the two crossed toothbrushes were m this position In the 1796 handbil 
been reversed (Conriesj of the New York Academy of Medicine 


Here v*e 
OrigintUj 
tUej have 
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The following week he changed the announcement to read 

“DR FLAGG, continues his Practice, as SURGEON DENTIST, the most 
successful of the profession, in all its branches FOR the extracting of 
the fii st teeth, in children, and the regular arrangement of the second 
set, for the prcscrMng, drawing, mending, curing, making, or trans- 
planting of teeth for the adult All who may require his assistance, 
and ^Mth a confidence in him, are at liberty to bring their physician 
or surgeon with them, as he is emulous of giving perfect satisfaction 
He confidently asserts, that the sensation, or nerves of the teeth in 
the head, can be extracted, by a simple, safe and easy process, with 
instruments, and the teeth still preserved and prevented from a fur- 
ther decay On the ti uth of what he asserts in this, or his handbill he 
risques his professional reputation (The Federal Oirery, Boston, No- 
^ ember 30, 1795) ” 

The notice, repioduced in Fig 78, appeared on the inside page of 
the outside covei of the Massachusetts Magazine or Monthly Museum 
for 1795 (7 December) Because it was the custom m those days 
when binding the magazines to remove the heavy outside covers, those 
examined did not have this advertisement of Flagg Fortunately some 
thoughtful individual had removed it and pasted it in a copy of the 
1793 Low’s Astronomical Diary or Almanack, which we have in the 
Library of the N Y Academy of Medicine, thus preserving it for further 
needs 

Apparently the handbill was prepared after November 26, 1795, 
and this appears to be the only copy to have survived, for so far no 
account of it has appeared in our literature It reads like the adver- 
tisement in the Federal Orrery of November 30, giving us a clue as to 
its probable date At this time Flagg seems to have recognized that 
some cooperation was advisable between Uie dentist and physician, for 
he suggests that his patients are at “liberty to bring their physicians and 
surgeons with them ” Here we also learn of Flagg’s interest in ortho- 
dontic requirements 

To many, Flagg’s Explanation in this advertisement is of greater 
importance than the information in the mam body of the ad^ ertisement 
At the top we find the same three associated symbols as used by him 
in his broadside of 1796 A comparison of the Caduceus with the one 
he had in his 1792 advertisement shows some slight variation, while m 
the 1796 broadside the crossed tooth brushes are reversed The “Caducies 
(Mercuiy’s simbol of peace)” he “arrogates as Surgeon’s arms” “The 
healing art, winged with a speedy cure” he “encompassed with tlie rays 
of light, knowledge or experience ” “The Dental types” — the two brushes 
refer to cleanliness,” while the “sinister” instruments “are emblematical 
of that last resort or cure, foi the anguish which is occasioned by 
imprudent neglect or obstinate resistance to dental remedy” 
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For ^the high ert<?oar»RC)hent 


, Johah flags,; ^ 

^ STURGEON DENTIST, ,, 

TJSFORMS the’ Public, that he pradii- 

lAi'ce, Iff III iht bnnehn, ,«rith improfemrnt, I traniplinu I 
itciJ ^t*th vi(h |rta«r ct^aTLaKlcf and irirrt ' 

L*f*P*'<'* ttl«i hCMiofprt iindlicaa in Jturop* vrAmtnti , 

9(in «f lU<f •>cu(U Tc«ih ipd AuMf < 

•r With cafe— rtinnuu Tf^h that *iip I 

ffiaw by Mtiirt, orcKSn'Ii, a«iB>i nr corrodinf | 

■Mdkiffd I iitcMtliiCiIttth (btlar* i (uotcfi^waArd 
^ lb« rMUfl n|u1iie> wtiTi, tb<irfirViiit;)ii(i la prt* 

Vint ••{• ind f.tffn in thildna i iSidi niture, tn the 
*kt*n4aaot th* Jawt, tor » bcauliful arnnytmrbt of a ft* 
to«4 ntof Itctb, aafl yrtftmi tkoa lotlitirtiaturtl vbite. 

frtt fm ail fcoMoiM etnnptitnh: — Whto 
thw pul In lOrAcr, arti bl< dnrAtm yerfutd. (krblcH arc 
finpic) in cyuiea, that iIm further cart ofa dcnlitanlllR 
•Darula;/‘— Bafetyailiin tecih, ailthoul dra«in( | > 

Ik^int iff iht yu(M,]aart o> atltrlti f Imci and ylumW 
Ittih »Kh ffit|ln^|^d, nil M lead i Bim pM roafa, and 
yilafaa.udffrtlitla] teddf hf ary ^iwlity, wiihaat lh)u>T 
W, ar lftdtpA(Uta«W Iha ffonfal ooo,. trcailT aliAiny iM , 
pdMndiUoff and faciiltow, vheff Ifflared hyovunl or o« 
fflw dafedb. A ^ 

, A room fot" tne praakc, with'^cverr 

affc*«iff||MiMt at hli.hoofc, «*Mrt Ate ee had Otktifne^i 
Tiodbfrta, tc^thliad (an Brvlltri MaAiet, dee* warraalcd, 
rural lad adayatd to the Tarlbuiidei and HreumAandH 
, /TWij^Chertr-fbch*, particularly ufefiil in clcnf-, 
lac thtjcMfa aod ynfmlai a nataral and hcautlfut arhiit*, 

•^1 ( wh^b ffNdccuM tnd chew IHck ire to he fo'd If 
whatcfattlMd raiaVi that fbar my ht n»rt ctiesfircty 
bfabil 

Dr Ft A<JG, hls a ipcthdd to furnifti 

thffla lidin and dcmlcntn’lb'childrau With artificial tttih,[ 

(•tdfoaw.raofaar palac*t,that«acat t difiincc or caaool 

oMcad hit^iBnalty « ^ , 

^iT Ctlh pnvert for hatidfdme and 

Let TEETH. i 

Fig 79 — Flagg’s replj in the Columbian Centmel, June 4, 1796 


enffidf arxTtpafad hy IM ffwanoroU tad crfctAakle yurotn 
•t Dr fLAffo, be would Kodcr hit Ihaolcfui acknoalcdgc ^ 
oaaBIl ' / I 

The cindour and liberaliff manif^ftcd' 

Mardt him la (toert) hart been furh, at to operate ai a 
wr db te l a dccam n it to coaidre himfelf »t a citiaen Eat ' 
lercd by foeh lltmtioo, b« hope* to itlrm them , and only! 
wMctaroaHnotoec of (heir fuifraiei bn by t n ,||nnc them 

'He IS lorry thus publicly 4 o obfcrre.i 

that fame illlbeial and uo} jlk jnfinviiiaai bate beei prop |i i 
led, to biM the mindio) liditidualf, anj giV' C (life eo our ' 
Iflf to h'la profHaontl rrpatatian. The fe pood nanirrd peo- 
ylc hare etea vrirrarrif fVfir ai tafjy, ibat aodnr y eaniite' 
hat be*a (tkeb oltriofc who hart applied for hit aRibitce, 
bykalortlar them, a lora heyood the houade of their 
eipeflttlOD -i- 

To Confute any oT the like flander in 

fotare, •'e dr^lirti that hii frea may be atwayi known prtei 
nui to hii ayrratiDp, and lb: peifoa at frea liberly to employ 
him or fc’< adiftanct elfewherc * 

As the bummet is advancing, and the 

rcidi of both pretn rad ripe frirft proya drtntneiffil to fach 
Teethaaare defi-fliTf, he WoSid rtOamTrend partiMItr at 
tentioo, in dne feifont rfpeciilly taihe front teeth. to(tthtr 
with foch (lump, a, rtmala in front To yrerent a Iffrlher 
drcey (a eafily preatnifd raetpt two Ihirdt of the enamel be 
dtfiroy.d — every branch o4 hit profcflloe ii aeComylilhed 
with the (reittlt facility and eafe », 

Any one calling at A’o 47, Sudbnry- 

Shffi, will find ever) areommodatioo apteaVtc to what hti 
fceto reprefenttd la the Hand bill, *"d lornrr publjeallooi, 
oi JOalAli^LACG 

JSj/lm, 7tnr 4 _ , 

r - I () BkMOiJ). . 


Paine’s remaiks appaiently failed to shame Flaggs enemies, for 
thej" continued “then groundless malice” so that Flagg found it neces- 
saiy to lesort to public punt to refute then insinuations Tins is to be 
found in the Columbian Centmel of June 4, 1796, in an ad^ eitisenient 
The last half, Fig 79, is paiticulaily intciestmg, foi it gnes us some 
infoimation as to the contioveisy then existing 

“For the high encouragement and confidence reposed bA the num- 
erous and respectable patrons of Dr Flagg, he A\ould rendci his thank- 
ful acknoAvledgments The candour and IiberahtA manifested toA\ ard 
him in general has been such, as to opci ate as a forcible inducement 
to consider himself as a citizen Flattered hj such attention, he 
hopes to deserve them, and only -wishes i continuance of their suf- 
frage but bj'^ meeting them 

He is sorry thus publicly to observe, that some illiberal and 
unjust insinuations haa'e been propagated, to bias the minds of in- 
dividuals, and gne a false colouring to his professional reputation 
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Ihcse good mimed people In\c e\cn ventured so lar to sav, that 
undue uh mlige h >s been taken of those who ln\e appealed for his 
issistuice, h^ extolling fioiu them, a sum besond the hounds of their 
expect ilion • — 

To confute iiiA of the like si uidci in futme, he declares that his 
fees inn he dw ns known pi e\ ions to his opeiating, and the peison 
at fiee libei l^ to enlplo^ hini oi seek assistance elsewhere ” 


JOSIAH FLAGG, 

eon Dentift. 


Informs ific fiiblic, tint lie pn 5 tifc» m all the brandies with imnroiemcnts [t r ] Traif- 
planrs both Inc and dead Teeth With greater conicnicaty, and gives Icfs pain than h-retoforc 
pradlifcd in Europcor* \mcjaea -i-S.vv sup Hare Lips ,.~-Qires Ulevrs — Exlrads Teeth and 
-^lluhipv -orToors Sv ninrtll;", — Tecinltafcs 1 ceth and Gumy, that are much depreciated bv nature, 
'"carclclTncfs, acids or corroding medicine , — Fallens thofe Tecth^tlnt arc loofc ^unlcls vvatl- 
cd at the roots) regulates Teeth from their firft anting to prevent feavers and pais in Chil- 
dren — Afiifls nature in the extenfio i of the jav s, for the beautiful arrangement o*^ the fecond 
Sett and prefer' es them in their natural vvliitcncts tntirclv free from all fcorbiitic complaint' — . 
and when thus put r i order, and his dircaions followed ^ which arc finipk) he engages t! at 
the further care of a 'i/ry 7 will be w holt) imucocn irj ■— 'Eafes pain in Icethwithout ora v- 
ang , — Stops bleeding m the gums jaws or aricric' ,-r-Lincstind pliimSs Tectli with virgin 
Gold, Fntr , or T C \d Fiscs Gold Roofs rrj PJtUis, an 1 artirtnl 1 ceth of anj tjualitv 
without injury to and independent of the natural one' grcaily allifling the pronuncialioa -nd 

the fwallowj when injured bv mtunl or other dc^etl’i — A room for the praitice with 

every aceomolafion at his fiouk where may be ha I DcntiSccsTindun. Tech and Gum 
Brulhes Maflics Ac v arr-nted approved and ad ipted to the vinous ages and ctreiunftan- 
ecs --Alfo Chcvv-ftirks, particii’arU ufefu! m clcanling the fore Teeth artel prefers ing a mturil_ 
and beautiful vvhitcnefs , vvhicli Ivku'circ and Chew -Picks arc to be fold vvholcfalc and re- 
tail that they may be more cxtcnfivcly ureftill 
*•* Dr FLAGG has a method to ftimifh thofe Ladies and Gentlemen or Chilorcn with 
artificial fecth, Gold Gums, Roofs, or Palates, that arc at adiftancc and camo attend him 
' perfonallv 

CASH Gi' en 

Jor Handjome and Healthy Liec Tecth, 

It ho 47, New bury -Street, BOSTON, (179(1 > 

Fig 80 — 1796 broadside of Josnli Flagg, Jr, a means of advertising frequenllv 
resorted to bv such men as the Greenwoods and others (Reproduced here bv courtesv 
of the Massachusetts Historical Society ) 
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Flagg’s refeiences to the use of fiesh fiiiits and greens in the sum- 
mer are ceitamlj' inteiesting and illustiate the change in both concept 
and value of such vegetables and fiuits in oui modem diet On the 
other hand oui experience with fiuit acids and their injurious effect 
on the teeth has pioved that Flagg’s wainmg was justified 

The bioadside issued by Flagg in 1706, Fig 80, contains llie same 
three symbols as used bj' him on a pievious one This document likewise 
giaphically poitiays just what constituted the piaclice of dcnlistr}' at 
that time, also it infoims us of a method utilized in building then piac- 
tices Associating the sign of medicine with the caie needed in brushing 
the teeth if they aie to he pieseived, otheiwise the ‘smistei” lesults of 
neglect will be the ultimate loss, is hut the foieiunnei of some of oui 
modem scaie dental adveitising such as “foui out of fne” \\ill ha^e 
it, etc 

The woiding confoims closely to his newspapei notices of that date 
Fioni it we learn that teqiilaiinq of chikhen\ teeth, the scwinq up 
of hare-lips, the use of qold obtuiatoi qold plate and gold fdlinqs, 
etc, constituted the piactice of dentistiy in tins countiy almost fiom the 
very beginning 

A copy of the oiiginal document, Fig 80, as well as the directions 
for using Flagg’s dentifiices. Fig 81, aie now' in tlie Mas<iachiisetts His- 
torical Society, thiough whose couitesy I am peimitted to repioduce 
them 

On July 22, 1797, there appealed anothei notice in the Columbian 
Centinel, in w'hich he announced again his desne to catei to the childien, 
lecommended piopei caie of the fiist set of teeth in oidei to ple^ent 
the decaying of the second, and advised keeping the mouths of childien 
in a healthy condition, he thus w'as among the fiist to ad^ocate in 
childien oial hygiene procedure He also adopted a plan, thought hj 
a number of men within lecent yeais to be a new depaituie, to look 
after the child foi a yeaily fee 

“DR FLAGG — returned to Practice 

He has taken the Tontine No 14, and continues his profession as 
Surgeon Dentist, in all and everj useful iinproi enient, pa^tlcu]arl^ in 
Artificial Teeth, for seiMce as w'ell as ornament, and of all qualities, 
and Teeth extracted with more skill and ease to those in pain, as the 
town and its vicinity have long experienced, than can be expected 
from the common Piactice As he is again settled and intends to e^ely 
attention at this house, and the calls abroad, he w'lll feel himself again 
reinstated if the Public will honor him with the attendance upon their 
children as formerlj', by the jear, to those vhom he has been honoied 
The Public may depend upon his skill in the piactice towaids them, 
to be of the utmost advantage to their second sets of teeth, and to 
children teething in pain — he can prevent those subject to fe^ ers and 
fits, from any diflicultj^ on the first visit His Hand-Bills wall explain 
more fully 
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DI:N1 IFRICLS l INCI URCS, brushes, lIc 
1)V ^\ holes lie niid icliil, nnd adapted to the several ages and com- 
plaints, and foi the ditrcrent cliiii ites to keep, and with pioper and 
simple diicctions foi their sc\cral uses, and looiiis ” 




D, 


-i i- 

\ h''~ or T ISCTIJRFS, /’s 

'* /I , and a Briifli , 


^JRECriON'a -hy Dr J' 

Ins DEKrr'ncEs, 

/ -VIZ ) Ufc Cold 
every daj" after 
1 ^ nibbing the Gums hard %\ith jour 
m lice them bleed what you can — tlntr'.thrro- - 

cl^can with Co/J JVatcr, holding the water m jour mouth 
untill the keennefs of the air is off before joii apply it to 
jour teeth After which ufc with the Brufh the war- 
ranted and approved Antifcorbutic citcri^d., , 

But not rinfc it off for fomc time It may be ufed 

esrry day for the firft week or ten days, and once ortwicc 

a week afterwards at difcrction When once in 

good order, there is no further need of a DE^TIST or 
Medicine - Me. 

(M Me. 




? 


-o 

Me. 




(.V h 




■/ teo ' 


/^u 







^7 




Pig 81 — Directions for the use of Flagg’s Dentifrices (Reproduced here bj permission 
of the Massachusetts Historical Society ) 


During the War of 1812, Josiah Flagg enlisted in the naval service, 
only to be captured shortly thereafter by the British and taken to 
England as a prisoner of war While on paiole duiing the years 1813- 
1815, he continued the piactice of dentistiy in London His reputation 
Os a w'ell-know'n Boston dentist had preceded him to England before 
Hie Avai His social standing brought him m contact Avith such teachers 
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as Joseph Fox (1776-181 h) and Sii Asllev P Cooper (1768-1811), and 
in the pin suit of fuithei knowledge of his inofession and the desiie to 
mastei the methods of insliucfion used Iiy tlie medical leacheis of 
London, he fiequenth’ attended the lecluies and climes of Cooper at 
Guy’s Hospital 

As histoiy lecoids, on one of these occasions dm mg a lecluie,'^ Sii 
Astlej’' Coopei “failed m his attempt to exliact a bicuspid loot, and 
turned to IMi Flagg ^\ho was with him on the platfoim, and said ‘Pei- 
haps oui Ameiican fiiend, who is a skillful dentist, can assist us m this 
dilemma’ Flagg aiose, howmg to the feachci and the class, as he pro- 
duced fiom his pockets a giavei (such as is used these days hj' jewelers 
wdio do engiavmg), his fa^ollte tooth extiactmg insliumcnt, wdiich he 
till list hehveen the loot and the ah coins so defth that the odhuiatc loot 
fleAv fiom its socket half acioss the loom Professoi Cooper was aston- 
ished, and thanking iMi Flagg, said to the class ‘Gentlemen, that w^as 
a maivelous feat, a most maivelous feat ’ When the lectuic was finished, 
Sii Astlej' again thanked Flagg foi his skill, and asked him to accompain 
him to a fiiend’s, who w-as a poitiait paintei, as he wished to ha^c his 
(Flagg’s) likeness painted ” 

We wall ha\e to accept the stoiy as being tiue, hut the pait that 
1 elates to Flagg having his poitiait painted at that time, cannot he 
coirect In the w'atei coloi, the date 1807 appeals twice, aho\c the skele- 
ton in the closet, and upon the coaci of the instiument case on the table 
It IS signed AVith the initials of the aitist, J R S It is the laboi of eithei 
John Raphael (1752-1812) oi John Ruben Smith (1775^-1849) The fiist 
mentioned w'as the fathei, who w'oiked only m pastels oi oil, living in 
and aiound London, and Avho died in 1812, wdiilst the son visited this 
countiy, and in 1807 painted in Philadelphia, using only w^atei colois 
We thus find that the fathei died piioi to Flagg’s i caching England, and 
as the medium used to paint being Avatei coloi, used exclusnelv h} the 
son, the painting must have been done in Philadelphia oi Boston M 
John Ruben Smith in 1807 as recoided, theiefoie Sii Astley Coopei 
could not have had much to do wuth Flagg’s poitiait 

After the close of the w'ar, he applied for a passpoit, wdiich w'as 
granted and dated Sept 14, 1815, intending to letuin to Boston and giA'e 
to his people the benefit of his expanded knowledge and skill A few' 
hours befoie his expected landing, he w'as shipwrecked in New' Yoik 
harbor, but reached his home in Boston suffeiing seveily fiom the results 
of his exposuie His stiength giaduall}' failed and as Avinter appi cached, 
trusting that the w'aimei climate of the south w'ould benefit him, he w'ent 
to Chaileston, S C w'heie a few' days aftei his aiiival, he contiacted 
3 'elloAV feA'er Avhich pievailed at that time, and theie died on Septembei 
30, 1816, aged 53 j'ears He is bulled in that city 
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Bci’innint; ^\l^h Uisiah and fm o\ei a ccnluiv, Uie Flaggs pla>ed 
an impoilanl pail in the use and piogicss of dcnlislij' in this countrj" 
losiah's I each wil and luinini made linn appiecialed wlieievei liis lot 
A\as cast, foi il is said of him lhat he had a kind, lovial disposition and 
was a genllenian in all that Ihe woid implies 
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CHAPTER XII 


JOHN GREENWOOD. PIONEER AMERICAN 
DENTAL SCIENTIST (17B0-1819) 

His Revolutionary and Dental Services 

J OHN GREENWOOD was the second son of Isaac and Maiy Tans 
Greenwood, born in Boston on May 17, in the yeai 17G0, and edu- 
cated, until the age of 13, in the North Wilting School, then located 
at the coinei of North Bennet Street and Love Lane, near which now 
stands the Etiot School His early years as well as his dental career niight 
best he desciihed by lohn himself, for the record of events during the 
Re\olutionai 3 ' War, 1775-1783^ Avas written by John Gi eenwood during 
the year 1809, then rewritten and annotated hj-^ his son, haac John 
Greenwood just hefoie liis death in 1865 Though ready for publication 
at that time, it was not until 1922 that his gieat grandson, the late Joseph 
Rudd Greenwood, published tins interesting lecoid 

There are other original manuscripts written by John that are as 
yet unknown to historians They relate to his professional life and prove 
a gold mine of useful information hitherto unrecorded or unknown We 
now have for the fust time authentic data upon which to write a correct 
histor}'^ of John Greenwood’s activities as well as those of his contem- 
poraries Having been written by one who actuallj’^ participated in 
dentistry’s early daj’^s in America, we are able to eliminate much of its 
traditional lore and instead supply definite facts, dates, names and actual 
events 

The most important and helpful of these unpublished manuscripts 
was John’s Memoirs of his Early and Professional Life^^ written origi- 
nally about 1807 In 1859 his son Isaac John, gathered together these 
“notes” and added to them the final years of his father as well as other 
events of that period In 1902 Isaac J(ohn) Greenwood, the grandson, 
rewrote the story and entitled it Stray Notes on Dentistry in Ameiica- 
The introduction briefly considers the important steps m dentistry from 
1180 to 1798, then follows the important early daj's in this coimtij', 
®uppyling us the names of many unknown early dental practitioners, 
dates as well as copies of the newspapei advertisements Without this 
help, this histoij’^ could not have been prepared 
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Fig 82 — Location of Coloiu il dentists in Ne« York, most of uliom Mere Greenwood’s 
contemporaries A James Mills 1735, credited as America’s first tooth dratcer 1 
Michael Poree 1769, 2 John Baker 1768, 3 Diibuke 1775, 4 John Wooffendale 1791, 
3 Dastuge 1780, 6 Daniel 1776, 7 Hamilton 1769, 8 Greenwoods Isaac, Jr, 1784-5, 
John, 1785 88, Clark, 1789-1810, 9 J Browne 1784, 10 Robert Wooffendale 1767, 
11 William Parkhurst 1806, 12 Riispini 1787, 13 Le Majeiir 1783, 14 R C Skinner 
1791, 15 Fisher 1790, 16 John Greenwood 1791-97, 17 McKinzej 1779, 18 Salse 
1787, 19 Hornb>, 1772, 20 First dental clinic, Dispens irj of New lork, 1792, 21 
Hospital, 22 Alms House (Lower portion of map of New York in 1789 ) (Coiirtesj of 

The New York Historical Society ) 


Anothei impoitant manusciipt was The Portraiture of Washington^ 
etc , prepared by Isaac J(ohn) Greenwood in 1862 Pait of this appealed 
as Remarks on the Portraiture of Washington in the Mazagine of Ameri- 
can History* January, 1878 It is fiom this woik that we weie able to 
trace the story of Washington’s dentines, the vaiious letteis exchanged 
between the two as well as othei letters and documents that established 
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ceitain definite dales, names and events that lelated to Washington’s 
paintings Accoiding to Tohn Gieemvood’s will, the oiiginal manuscript 
and mipoitanl Washinglon Iclleis ^\ele to he left to The National 
Miiscuin upon the dcatli of the last diiect male lieu, Joseph Rudd 
Greenwood In 1936, the} A\eie inesenled to the Library of Congress, 
wheie they ate now to be found 

Besides tlie abo^e woiks, all oiigmall} wiitten hy John Gieenwood, 
theie IS A el aiiothei winch we considei tlie most impoitant Greenwood 
document that has come down to us Until now, John’s fame lested 
upon his being 7'he Dentist to Geoige Washington and upon the 
dentines he consliucted foi liim Tins is so unnei sally accepted that 
it appaienth leinaiiis the impoitant object to those who speak oi iirite 
about linn, }et iiollimg could be fuilhei fiom the tiutli Unfoi tiinatel} 
little IS known oi has been wiitfen of his substantial scientific qualifica- 
tions 



Tig 83 — John Greennood, aged 23 Minnture painted bj Ramage, 1785 (Courtes> 
of the iVeiv York Academy of Medicine ) 

"Observe, Compare, Reflect and Record" were appaiently John 
Greenwood’s foundation stones foi his dental theoiies and piactice, and 
as time went on and expeiience was gained, he began to observe facts 
that made it necessaiy to disagiee with the great John Hunter (1728- 
1793) Fortunately for us today, he annotated his copy of Hunter’s 
Natural History of the Human Teeth 1778 edition, and thus left behind 
a lecoid of his own ohseivations In 1789 and in 1809 he made therein 
some twenty odd lecoi dings, some of which showed that he was in 
accoid with Huntei and in otheis he most emphatically took exception 
In these notes he attiibutes decaj of the teeth to he external in origin, 
due eithei to acid foimations, a chemical concept, or to bacteria, thus 
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anticipating Miller’s micio-oiganism thcoiy by ncaily a bundled years, 
Heie, foi tbe fust lime, we find Giecnwood advancing three new facts 
heietofoie not iccogni/ed or consideied in dental litciatuic It is foi 
this leason that we bd%e accoided him the bonoi of being the first 
American Dental Scientist 

In a Icttei to Isaac John Gieenwood in 1847, the Dean of tbe Balti- 
more College of Dental Surgery, William R Handy (1811-1858), wrote 
“The Faciilt}' values tbe Piesentation most bigblj' not onlj’^ in conse- 
quence of the distinguished individual himself hut most especially as 
being the Father of American Dentistry as well as the Dentist to the 
Illustiious Fathei of oiu Gloiious Republic,” a most fitting tubule to the 
man ^ 

These manusciipts as well as othei Gieenwood matciial \\eie placed 
at oui disposal and peimitted to he photostated by the late Joseph Rudd 
Greenwood The Stray Notes was appaientlj' sent hj Isaac I GicenA\ood, 
in 1905, to Di Edwaid C Kirk and he, in tuin, piesented it to me We 
hereby acknowledge oui indebtedness to these gentlemen The late Mr 
Joseph Rudd Gieenwood was most kind in helping to piece togetliei the 
Gieenwood histoij% and since his death, Ins sisteis, the Misses Mary and 
Eliza Gieenwood, have assisted in many ways 

Pi 101 to 1838, Di E Bryan had access to the data on the Revolu- 
tionary Service of John Greenwood, “wiitten fiom memoiy in New 
Yoik, Februaiy 14, 1809,” part of which he published in 1839° On 
page 3 of his Revolutionary Service^ (1922) John Greenwood stated 

“But as children were not at that time taught vhat is called gram- 
mar, or even correct spelling, it must not be expected to find them in 
this relation All that we learned 'was acquired bv the mere dint of 
having it thumped in, for the tvo masters, a\ho had to overlook and 
manage some 300 or 400 bovs, could pav little attention to us except so 
far as flogging a\ent, which right was rather freclj^ indulged in 

“While I was at school the troubles commenced, and I recollect 
aery aaell of hearing the superstitious accounts which were circulated 
around people were certain a war avas about to take place, for a great 
blazing comet had appeared and armies of soldiery had been seen 
fighting in the clouds oa^erhead, and it aaas said that the day of judg- 
ment avas at hand, aadien the moon aa'ould turn into blood and the 
aaorld be set on fire These dismal stories became so often repeated 
that the boa's thought nothing of them, considering that such eaents 
must come in the course of nature For mj part, all I aa'ished avas 
that a church aa'hich stood ba' the side of my father’s garden aa'ould fall 
on me at the time these terrible things happened, and crush me to 
death at once, so as to be out of pain quick 

“It must not be expected that I can give day or date in my rela- 
tion, as I cannot remember them 

“I remember avhat is called the ‘Boston Massacre,’ aa'hen the 
British troops fired upon the inhabitants and killed seven of them, 
one of avhom avas my father’s apprentice, a lad eighteen years of age. 
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mined Snnnicl I\^a^CIlclv I ^^^s his bedfellow, and after his death 
I used to go to bed in the daik on pin pose to sec his spiiit, foi I was 
so fond of hiiii and he of me th it I is sin c it would not liurt me 
The peopJe of Ncm England it that lime pretlj gencnlly believed 
in hobgoblins and siiiiits, that is the children at least did 

“About tins pel 10(1 I coininenced Icaining to play upon the fife, 
and, liifling as it mu seem to mention the circumstance, it s%as, I 
hcheic the sole i uise of nn ti ucls and disastcis I is so fond of 
healing the life and di urn jilavcd by the Biitish that somehow or 
other I got possession of an old split fife, and liaiing made it sound 
bj putlMiig up the ciack, Icained to plai seicral tunes upon it suf- 
ficicnth s\ell to be fifei in the niihtia coinpani of Captain Gai This 
nas befoic the nai some icats, foi I think I must haic been about 
nine oi ten seais old 
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Fig 84 — Small maliogan> chest of draivers (17"xl3"x9 ') made bj John Greennood 
al 14 jears of age when an apprentice to his uncle John Greenwood at Falmouth 
(Portland), Maine, 1774 1775, and later used bj him in his office as an instrument 
case The two upper drawers are opened by a secret wooden spring on the bottom of 
each (Courtesj of the /Vein York Academy of Medicine ) 


“I saw the tea when it was destroyed at Boston, s\hich begin 
the disturbance, and likewise beheld seteral persons tarred and 
feathered and carried through the town, they were tide-ss alters, 
custom-house officers — I think they called them informers 

“At the age of thirteen, I uas sent eastward to a place called Fal- 
mouth (Portland), 150 miles from Boston, to hie with my father’s onh 
brother, wdtom I wms named after He was a cabinet-maker b^ trade 
but had concerns in the shipping business likew'ise, and was looked 
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upon to be an able, or rich imn His ^\lfe was dead, lie bad no chil- 
dren, and I was his favorite Hie whole countrj at this time was in 
coniniotion and nothing ^\as talked of but -svar, llbert^, or deatli, per- 
sons of all desciiptions were cnibodMng thenisehes into niihtarj 
companies, and e\er\ old di unken fellov tlie^ found ^\ho had been a 
soldier, or understood -what is called the manual exercise, x\as em- 
ployed of exenings to drill them Mx' uncle x\as lieutenant of an inde- 
pendent companx (the Cadets), and of course I xxas engaged to plax 
the fife XX bile tliej xx'eie leirning to march — a pistareen m exening 
for my serxices, keeping me in pocket-nionex Being thus earlj 
throxxn into the societj' of men and liaxing, as it xxere, imbibed the 
ardor of a militarx' spirit, being morexer the onlx box xxlio knexx 
hoxx to plax' the fife in the place, I xxas much caiessed bx them 

“I staj^ed xx'ith nix uncle txxo xears, until the time arrixed xxdien 
xx^e had an account that the British troops had marched out of Boston, 
attacked the countrx" people at a place called Lexington, and killed 
a number of them I had frequentlx been inclined to return to Boston 
that I might see mx f itlier, mother, sister, and brothers, but as I 
xx'as not permitted to do so, I took it into mx bead, saxing nothing to 
anj one about it, to go alone on foot in tbe beginning of !Max, 1775 
The distance xxas 150 miles and the countrx so tliinlx inhabited that 
I had to traxerse at times, xxoods sexcn miles in length, and I had 
nexer traxelcd before more than thiee or four miles bx land into the 
countrj I concluded to set out on a Sundax, for then thex xxould not 
be so apt to miss me, and not liaxing mentioned mx determination of 
going, thex xxould not think it possible so xoung a box xxoiild, xxithout 
anj' manner of cause, attempt such a join nex Mx reason foi going 
xx'as I xxished to see iiij parents, xxho, I xxas afraid, xxould all be killed 
bx" the British, for, as I obserxed before, nothing xx is talked of but 
murder and xxar 

“Sundax^ morning, xxhen in Nexx England all is still and no per- 
sons are in the streets, liaxing eaten mx breakfast, I took a handker- 
chief and tied up in it txxo or three shirts and a pair or txxo of 
stockings, and xxitli xxhat clothes I had on mx back and four and a 
half pistareens in mx pocket, jumped oxer the fence in the back x ard 
and set off I xxalked rapidlx thiough the toxxn xxithout meeting 
anj one I knexx, as it xxas breakfast time, and xxhen once bexond tbe 
outskirts, being a x erx strong-constitutioned box , off I xx ent xxatli a 
light heart and a good pair of heels, sometimes I ran and sometimes 
trotted like a horse, and I reallj' beliexe that I accomplished forlx*^ 
miles the first daj I do not recollect that I xxms the least tired during 
mx' XX hole journex As I trax'eled through the different toxxns the 
people xx'ere preparing to march toxxard Boston to fight, and as I had 
mx’^ fife xxith me — xes and I xxas armed likexxase xxith mx sxxord — I 
xxas greatlx caressed bx them Stopping at the taxerns xxhere there 
xx'as a muster, out came mx fife and I plajed them a tune or txx'o, thex" 
used to ask me xxdiere I came from and xxhere I xxas going to, and 
xxdien I told them I xxas going to fight for mx countrx, thex xxere 
astonished such a little boj"^, and alone, should haxe such coinage 
Thus bj" the help of mx" fife I Iixed, as it xxere, on xxhat is usuallx' 
called free-quarters nearlj upon the entire route 

“As nigh as I can remember it took me four dax's and a half to 
reach Charlestoxx n, opposite Boston, but on Charlestown Neck there 
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stood a Yankee soldiei or sentry who stopped me, telling me that I 
must not go past him I attempted, ho^^e^er, to get him and run, 
^^hen another fello^^ caught me and carried me to the guard-house, 
which was a b u n standing not far off Here, I as kept all night, 
when they let me go, infoiming me that in order to go do^^n to 
Charlesto\\n ferry, a pass must be obtained from General Ward, at 
Cambridge, but b^ no means ^\olIld I be permitted to go into Boston 
to see my parents, as all communication was cut off between the 
British and the country people The wmr had begun, tbej told me, 
the British had marched out into the countrj to Lexington, to the 
tune of “'i ankee Doodle,’ but thei had made them dance it back again 

“I immediately set off for Cambridge after my pass, got it, and 
traveled back for Chailestown ferry, but I was not allow'ed, after twm 
years’ absence from home, to go oaer and see my parents E\erj- 
thing on the opposite shore was familiar to me, and I was well ac- 
quainted w'lth the pel son who kept the fenv, Mr Enoch Hopkins, 
w'hose son used to go to school with me There I stood alone, without 
a friend or a house to shelter me for the night, surrounded bj women 
and children, some cijing and others in different situations of dis- 
tress, for the Boston people were flocking out of towm o%er the ferri 
in crowds, with wdiat little furniture they were permitted to take 
w'lth them The Biitish go\ernoi, or, more properl j calling him, 
‘Granny Gage,’ ga\e permission to the inhabitants, before the battle of 
Bunker Hill, to lea\e the towm, but placed a fellow bj the name of 
Cunningham (the notorious master of the New York proiost during 
the w'ar) at the ferrv stairs, to search their trunks and little bundles 
and take from the women and children their pins, needles, and 
scissors, in short anj thing he pleased, which, with his noted crueltj, 
he w'ould tlirow into tlie ri\er wdiile the poor helpless creatures were 
weeping 0 British magnanimity' Bra\c fellows' 

“This, how'eier, is nothing to their boasted \alor The\ dared 
not show their faces to us o\er their breast-works after Bunker 
Hill frolic They then found out to their sorrow what kind of stuff 
Yankees W'ere made of, thej lost in killed and wounded in that battle 
upward of 1100 of their best troops, and we lost about 200 The British 
had ten men to our one, as history will inform -sou, and I was an eje- 
witness 

“But to return, Charlestown was at the time generallj deserted 
by the inhabitants, and the houses were, with few exceptions, enipt\ , 
so, not knowing what to do nor where to go and without a penn^ 
in nil pockets, if I remember riglith, I entered a leri large taiern 
that W'as filled wntli all descriptions of people Here I saw three or 
four persons whom I knew, and, nn fife sticking in the front of nn 
coat, they asked me, after niana questions, to pla^ them a tune I 
complied forthwith, but although the fife is somewhat of a nois^ 
instrument to plas upon, it could liardh be heard for the dm and 
confusion around Such a scene cannot be described, nor liardh 
conceded, saie b^ those who haie beheld something similar to it 

“After I hid rattled off sescral tunes, there was one Hardi 
Pierce who, with Enoch Howard and three or four others, inMled 
me to go up to Cambridge to their quarteis, as the^ called it When 
theie tliei tried to persuade me to enlist as a fifer, telling me that 
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it was only foi eight months, and tint I ^\ould receive eight dollars 
a month and he found in pioMsions, moicoiei, they calculnled to 
quickly diive the British from Boston, when I would ln\c an oppor- 
tunity of seeing my paients I wailed for four or file dais to sec if I 
could get into Boston, living meanwhile in their quarters The arm}" 
which kept the Biitish penned up in the city at the time was no better 
than a mob, the diffeient companies not being formed as yet, that I 
could obserie, into icgiments or diiisions This was in the latter 
part of May, 1775 Concluding finally that it would he best for me, 
I enlisted foi eight months in the companv of Captain Bliss, which 
was quaiteied in the house of the Episcopal ministci, ^^ho, with his 
family, had deseited it at an eaily period of the disturb inces, and 
gone into Boston 

“There "we stayed, to call it Ining is out of the question, for we 
had to sleep in our clothes upon the hare floor I do not recollect 
that I even had a blanket, but I rcmcmbci ^\ell the stone which I had 
to laj" my head upon Not moie than two or tliiee weeks passed by 
when I began to think if I had not some fiiend oi relation near Cam- 
bridge, and happened to recollect a gieat-aunt then Ining in a town 
twenty miles from the camp I piocured a fui lough or peimit from 
my captain one morning, to go and see her, and set off biiskh 
after breakfast, without a penny in my pockets With a spirit too 
proud to beg a mouthful to cat I traveled onward, and late in the 
afternoon armed within a few miles of the to^^n, \\hich is called 
Andover I was now so hungiy that I thought a piece of Inc sheep 
in the neighboring field would be lelishable, but, although so near 
the town, at this point, strange as it mav appear — unaccountable, im- 
probable, or whatever else you may please to call that which I am 
about to relate — I yet assert it as a fact, and am AMlling to take my 
oath, that as I was piocecding onA\ard there was a certain something 
that prcAented me from going forwaid, it seemed to push me back, 
or, as it were, insist on my returning I attempted still to advance 
but could not, yet on wheeling around to retrace my footsteps, I 
could do so without uneasiness and with pleasure, moieoier I 
traveled very fast 

“I proceeded a considerable distance on my wav back, as I 
walked some time after dark, but became so fatigued and hungry that 
I was obliged to stop at a farm-house to beg something to eat and 
ask permission to he on the kitchen floor that night They gave me 
some mush and milk and a blanket to lie down on, and I was soon 
sound asleep, but early the next morning, before the people were 
stirring, I had again started for Cambiidge, or the camp 

“At dawn of day I heard the firing of great guns, which caused 
me to quicken my pace, for 1 supposed the armies were engaged and, 
being enlisted, I thought it was mj" duty to be there By ten o’clock 
I had reached Cambridge common, where I met a man whom I knew, 
bj the name of Michael Grout, who informed me that my mother, 
who had come oier the day before from Boston, was in his house, 
where he had left her only a few minutes before His house he 
told me, was just behind the meeting-house When I reached the 
house I had been directed to I found my mother, surrounded by 
xveeping women and children She had no sooner seen me than she 
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exclaimed, ‘Johnny, do get me away from here’’ and appeared no 
more frightened than if nothing had been the matter ‘Go,’ said she, 

‘up to Cousin Fuller’s and get his (riding) chair immediately ’ It was 
near by, so off I set, but found that Mr Fuller, who was one of the 
leading characters in the ProMncial Congress, had gone to Water- 
town, so I procured a horse and side-saddle, but found on returning 
to the house where I had left my mother that she had gone ” 

Koch, on page 85 of Vol I of his History of Dental Surgery wrote 

“Whether an incident in his early military career maj' not first 
liaie hi ought him to the attention of General Washington, and formed 
an acquaintance that later became the professional introduction of 
Ml Greenwood, is problematical Greenwood’s mother left Boston to 
get her boy out of the ‘rebel’ army, and was preiented from return- 
ing to Boston, for a number of weeks, b> the Continental authorities 
at Cambridge, until General Washington came to take command of 
the armj', when she applied to him for permission to return, which 
was %eiy graciously granted, but, it is said, against the Mgorous pro- 
test of many of the Massachusetts officers ’’ 

Greenwood gave an entiielj different version of this episode, for 
he continued 

“I forgot to mention that as soon as my father heard I was 
among the rebels he went to Governor Gage and got a permission for 
my mother to Msit the American camp, proMded with money to hire 
a man in my stead She was also to procure a permit for me to go 
into Boston Accordingly she came over the day before the attack 
on Bunker Hill, but vas not allowed to return, although she had 
poweiful friends and relations among the rebels, as the British 
called us After the ariival, however, of General Washington, vhen 
she had been absent from Boston then about si\ weeks, she applied 
to him in person He consented immediately — and that against the 
will of a great many of the officers and others — to her returning to 
my father She was the first and only person who had permission 
to go into Boston after the battle of Bunker Hill I did not see my 
mother again until she left the camp, and meanwhile she had belies ed 
me dead, as some person informed her, a fev dajs after the battle, 
that I had been killed in the engagement ” 

Instead of serving but eight months in the army, Greenwood con- 
tinued for twenty, leaving on December 27, 1776, and then returning to 
his home in Boston During the years 1777 and 1778 he was engaged 
foi a time in codfishing ^ He again felt the call to arms and re-enlisted 
at Boston, February 13, 1778, as a fifer, receiving his discharge Ma}" 13, 
1779 At the age of 19 he decided to entei the Navj^’s serMce as a mid- 
shipman, which he did early m Januaiy 1780, where he continued for 
thiee yeais, until die spring of 1783 During his service lie vas four 
times made a prisonei of war He “set out once more for Nev London, 
where I ariived safe and went on to Boston ” 

His Revolutionary Service having been published in detail,* ve vill 
quickly pass over these j'eais and begin with his introduction into 
dentistrj’^ 
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In a note on Page 140 we find the following lecoided 

“It came about that with business in a state of stagnation after 
the war, Greenwood, by this time a thoroughbred seaman, could no 
longer find employment, and so, after again -working for a time in his 
father’s shop at the turning business, lie set out for New York He 
traveled, as he sajs, with a light heart, in his pocket eight dollars 
which he had saved up, and in his kit, with some tools, a few fifes, 
drumsticks, lemon squeezers, and hum-tops At No 24 Old Slip he 
found his elder brothei, Isaac Greenwood, occupying a room in Mr 
Robertson’s house and there pursuing his father’s profession He 
himself procured board and lodging at twenty shillings a week with 
a Ml Lewis Harrington, it No 199 Water Street, on the northeasterh 
corner of Wall Street, in a house belonging to Mi Ai chibald Kennedy 
His eight dollars he lent to a fritnd to keep him from jail, and then 
tried, unsuccessfully how'e\er to get to sea again Finalh he lured 
half a shop in the same building in which he boarded from a Mr 
Quincy, instrument maker, and helped that gentleman to rub up and 
repair old quadrants and compasses He also made some hickory 
wmlking-sticks, and these, as the stieets were dangerous after night- 
fall, found a temporary sale Altogethei he earned just about enough 
to pay his expenses, but had to debai himself, he sa^s, of a pint of 
beer wdien the day’s labor was o^cr’’ 


Greenwood’s Entry Into Dentistry 

Histoij’^ lecoids that John Gieenavood began his dental practice m 
Ne\v York City hy inseiting a newspapei advertisement in Rwington’ i, 
New York Gazette, dated Decembei 24, 1783 This we have alieady 
showm to he eironeous, being that of his eldei hi other, Isaac, who ai lived 
in November of that yeai and immediately took up the piofession of 
his fathei (See Fig 59 ) 

John Gieemvood shoitly aftei leached New' Yoik, and as above 
stated, became associated wntli Mi John Quincy, an mstiument makei 
How'evei, he lemained wnth him only a shoit time The Stray Notes 
manusciipt fails to account foi the inteivening 3 'eai, hut lecords the 
followang “he began his New' Yoik piactice, issued a hand-hill in 1785, 
and eailj' in 1786 w'e lead w'hat w'as his first new'spapei announcement 
in the Daily Advertiser of Febiuaij' 28, 1786 ” In the Historical Society 
of Pennsylvania, m Philadelphia, there is to be found an impoitant docu- 
ment that proves helpful in dealing up Gieenw'ood’s w'heieabouts duiing 
the 3 'eai 1784 It is a lecord of a coionei’s inquest held in Cumheiland 
Countj', Pennsj'lvania, on the 10th daj' of Decembei, 1784, of w'hich w'e 
piesent a photostat copj', and on w'hich appears the signatuie of John 
Gieenwood of Middletow'n Tow'nship, as one of the w'ltnesses and as a 
lesident of the above county As Greenwood repeatedly records that he 
began his dental practice in 1784, this might lead one to assume that 
he W'as piacticing dentistry during that year w'hile in Pennsylvania 
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1 1 }! S') — No 199 Waltr Street was opposite the Tontine Coffee Ilonie on the north- 
« asl lorncr of Wall Street It was here that John Greenwood resided in 178S and in 
ITRI Iieftan to practii e dentistry, reinainiiir; there until his niarria,'e in 1788 (From 
a iiamtin,; hy Fraiuis Gny, and reprodiiLcd Iiere by courtesy of The New York Historical 

Society ) 
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Fig 86 — Coroner’s >erdict bearing the signature of John Greemiood, dated December 
10, 1784, Cumberland Countj, Pennsylvania, showing that he was then a resident of 
that state (Courtesy of the Pennsylvania Historical Society ) 


It has likewise been stated that John Gieenwood obtained his dental 
instruction from his father, but this can now also he dispioved His 
skill in caiving and turning, he acquiied thiough his appienticeship to 
his uncle in Portland, Maine, and by observing his father in his early 
youth in Boston, prior to the Mar In another chapter Ave have shown 
that Isaac, Sr , did not begin to practice dentistry until about 1778, mean- 
Avhile John Avas aAvaj" from home and m the serAUce of his countrj’^ This 
supposition IS fuither confirmed in the folloAvmg note found on page 
12 m The Portraiture of Washington - “He (John) maj*^ have seen some 
specimens of dental carved Avork by his father, but as he himself states. 
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had nevci witnessed then construction, indeed, owing to the early age 
at which he entered the army, he received no instruction at all in any 
mechanical branch puisued bj Mi Isaac Greenwood of Boston ” 

In Hams’ Dictionary of Dental Science’ the following biogiaphical 
entry of John Greenwood is found 

“Soon after having engaged in tins new business. Dr Gamage, 
lequested Mr Gieenwood to extract a tooth for one of his patients, 
which he accomplished very successfully This was the commence- 
ment of his practice as a dentist He was, however, for some time 
after this engaged in the manufacture of nautical and mathematical 
instruments, and iv ory turning, and practiced dentistry as opportunity 
offered The demand for his services, however, in the last mentioned 
capacity, soon increased to such an extent that he was compelled 
to abandon his other occupations, and to procure the assistance, first, 
of William Pitt, and afterwards of Clark Greenvv'ood, his brothers, 
to enable him to meet his numerous professional engagements Up to 
this time, 1786 or ’7, he occupied an office near the Old Tontine 
Coffee House, but he now removed to the corner of William and 
Beekman streets, opposite General Washington’s office Here he made 
the acquaintance of General Hamilton, Colonel Burr, and other 
officers of the army, and influential individuals He, also, soon be- 
came acquainted with General Washington, for whom he manufac- 
tured a number of sets of teeth ” 

It was in the fall of 1785 that John Greenwood upon his return to 
New York began the practice of dentistry, (“Stray Notes”, pp 14, 27), 
first issuing handbills oi broadsides Fortunately a copy of this 
historical document is still pieseived and is heiewnth reproduced 
(Fig 87) Greenwood, in piepaiing this as well as other eaily adv'er- 
tisements, closely followed the woiding of that of Watts and Rutter of 
London 

That John Greenwood did not begin the practice of dentistiy in 
New York in 1784 has been further confirmed in anothei record among 
the Greenwood items now in The New York Historical Society, an 
undated four-page statement in the handwriting of John himself From 
it we learn that a misunderstanding arose between his brother Isaac 
and himself and that the latter left New York for Charleston in the 
eaity spring of 1785 Dming that time John had again “taken to the 
sea” in partneiship with Mr Quincy, but aftei several unprofitable 
voyages he turned Ins mind to w'ood-cai vnng, etc, instead John then 
continues “At that time m}”^ Brother (Isaac) had left Charleston and 
gone home to Boston Why did he not come here‘s for I had not as 
yet commenced the Dental Business Moie tlian that he w'ell knew 
that I nev^ei even saw a person make a tooth in ni}*^ life, nor hav e I 
ev'ei seen any one person fit oi make an artificial Tooth ” When John 
did leturn aftei Isaac had left, he rented from Mi Qumcv a pail of 
his piemises foi repaiiing instruments and wood-carving “Out of 
fun” he continues, “one daj' bj the desire of Dr Gamage, I attempted 



222 


HISTORY OF DENTISTRY IN AMERICA 


1 1. GREENWOOD, 

^ SURGEON DENTIST. 

T) RESERVES the Teeth and Qums, by removing 

an infefliouj Tai|pf that collcSs routuf Af'Ncck of the Teeth, 
preventing the Gums from adhcanngtfit*lk and, if not feparat- 
ed and cleaned, will flrtp them from the Gumsi^^auethem to grow loofc 
aid drop out Tnis Tartar is fcaled off without cahlii^g the Icall Pam, 
and the biackeft Teeth made firm and white ' 

m Draws TEETH and STUMPS. 

ARTIFICIAL TEETH fee in fo firm (without 

drawing Slumps or caufincr the Icafl. Pam) as to eat with them, and 
fo cv.a£t as not to be diftinguifiicd from Natural. They are not to be 
t tken out by Night/ as is by fome falfly fuggclicd, but way be worn 
cars toget'icr They give a youthful Air tbite dowtenartcc, and ren- 
dcr Pronounciation more agreeable and dififa^ln a Word, both Na- 
Miral and \riificial are of fuch real Service a» U®^orthy the Attention 
of every one 

S^id GREENWOOD has a Tin6ture that preferves, 

and prevents the further Decay of, the Teeth and Gums, with Direc- 
lions, at fAir i^hillin^ pci Phial, which lie will warrant, if properl> ap- 

^ phed 

N B //o PRICES cre low, id gi-Oe evoy Pciftw an Cpportunily io 

Ic hoicjiid ly him — 'lllcnis abroad, m jenaing VittBions to No 199, 

K w.i. R-Si ircT, nppofiU the CoWee Houle, New-York 








Ai- \0T>, rii'.ciJ-) 1,'Qllfc.c^LE^F, Ao Sj, Hatn St at 


87 — First handbill or broadside of John Green-wood at the time he began tl 
practice of dentistrj Issued, as dated upon the back, in 1785 (Author’s collection 
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to diaw a tooth foi him I had nevei seen one drawn before in all 
my life It came out well and encouraged me to attempt others 
then I thought I would under take to make teeth” Thus John Green- 
wood began his interesting caieei as a dentist Dr John Gainage at 
one time resided at 20 John Sheet He apiiarently was one of the 
more prominent physicians of Colonial New York, for his name appears 
as the fouiteenth of the eighteen original signers of the Medical Society 
of the State of New York (Novembei 14, 1794), predecessor of the 
New York County Medical Society 

Early in 1786, we have what appears to be John Greenwood’s tiist 
New York newspapei announcement. Fig 88, {Daily Advertiser, Febru- 
ary 28, 1786) 


fVkite ‘Teeth a great ornament 

John Greenwood, 

Dentist, No. 199, Wjter-ftreet, 

E ncouraged by the fueccn. of hu 

praftice, begs leave to acquaint the pub- 
lic, that he preferves the teeth and gums, bv 
removing an infeftious tartar, that dellrojs 
them, and renders the natural purity of the 
breath offen five; cures the fcunry in the gums, 
fattens the teeth by caufingthe gums toadheie 
to them, he xJeaofes the teeth, makes them 
white I fubftitutes artihcial teeth in fo neat a 
manner as not to be perceived from the natu- 
ral j they give a youthful air to the countc 
nance, and render the pronunciation more 
agreeable and dillinft , in a word both natu- 
ral aod artificial arcoffuch real fervice as are 
worthy the atten'ion of every one, Thofe 
who may incline to employ him, their favours 
will be gratefully acknowledged ; fuch as de 
fire his perfonal attendance will be waited on 
by leaving their names and places abode 
Feb, 37 tu f t f 

Fig 88 — John Greenwood’s first newspaper notice Ncir York Dail) Adrcrtiscr, Febru 

arj 28, 1786 


No 199 Watei Stieet, now the northeast corner of Wall vas tlien 
opposite Cornelius Biadfoid’s Coffee House (No 200) then famous foi 
the Liberty Boys, and latei known as Tontine’s The New York City 
Directory foi 1786 includes the name of J Quincj, an instiument maker 
at the above addiess, with whom John became associated In 1787 John 
bought out the business, Quinc}' letuining to Salem, Mass and the fol- 
lowing yeai he sent foi his brothei, Clark, to take o^er the piofitahle 
enteipiise which he had established so that he might de^ote his entiie 
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time to dentistry The Directory for 1789 lists Clark at that address, 
where he continued to make instruments until his death m 1810 

On April 28 John Greenwood stated (in the same newspaper) he 
“substitutes artificial teeth in so neat a manner as not to be perceived 
from the natural, they give a youthful air to the countenance ” On 
November 17, November 20 and December 7 in the Daily Advertiser, his 
announcement reads 


“I GREENWOOD 
DENTIST, 

Real Maker of ARTIFICIAL TEETH, 

Carnes on that business as usual Makes and Sets in ARTI- 
FICIAL TEETH, so exact as not to be distinguished from the natural, 
with such firmness as to occasion no lncon^enlence in eating, and 
so durable as to continue years without being displaced, unless at 
the option of the wearer, who can remo\e and fix them at pleasure, 
they are not to be taken out at night as some falsely suppose, they 
add an essential ornament to the mouth, and render pronunciation 
distinct and pleasing He likewise transplants natural teeth, and 
fixes them upon gold 

The soundest teeth are cleansed and made perfectly white, the 
gums preserved and cured of the scurvy, by said Greenwood, who 
applies himself wholly to the above business 

He may be spoke with at No 21, John-Street 
N B He will wait on such Ladies and Gentlemen as request it, 
at their houses ” 

This notice is of great importance as it gives us a definite clue to 
the date 1786, when John Greenwood began to use gold plates in the 
place of ivoiy for dentures 

A shorter notice in the Daily Advertiser of December 15, 1786 <S.c , 
reads 

“I Greenwood, 

Dentist, 

makes and cleans 
TEETH 
as usual, 

at No 21 John Street ” 

In May, 1787, he moved back to 199 Water Street, and described the 
location as “opposite the Coffee House ” 

In the New York Packet of Tuesday, August 14, 1787, published on 
Tuesdays and Fridays by London, there is again an exact copy from 
the London Almanacks of Watts & Rutter’s advertisement of 1744, which 
Greenw'ood used 


“Artificial Teeth, 

Set in so firm as to eat with them, and so exact, as not to be 
distinguished from natural, they are not to be taken out at nigbt, 
as IB by some falsely suggested, but may be worn years together, yet 
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tliev are so fitted, tint tliej nny be taken out and put in bj the 
person who \\ ears them at pleasure, and are an ornament to the 
mouth, and gi eatly help the speech Also, teeth are cleaned and 
drawn, by 

J Greenwood 

NB He attends abroad on sending directions to No 199 Water 
Stieet, opposite the Coffee House” 

The above adveitisement of John Greenwood which we find in the 
New Yoik jiaiieis was not lepeated, hut from November 14 to November 
26, 1787, theie appealed m the Daily Advertiser the following important 
notice “PERSONS at aii}’- distance may he supplied with ARTIFICIAL 
TEETH by sending an impiession, taken in wa\, of the places where 
wanted They lendei pionunciation agieeahle, etc” Heie we have a 
definite lecoid of the eailiest use of models m dental piosthesis in this 
countiy The idea appaientlj-^ did not piove satisfactoiy, for m no othei 
Gieenwood announcement is it to be found 

“Lnc Teeth Wanted 

For which a Guinea eacii will be gnen, by J GREENWOOD, 
Surgeon Dentist, No 199 Water-Street opposite the Coffee-House 

Persons at an}'^ distance may be supplied with ARTIFICIAL 
TEETH, by sending an impression, taken in va\, of the vacant place 
where wanted The}' lender pronunciation agreeable and distinct, 
in a word, as thei e is nothing nioi e beautiful, and of such real service 
as a good set of teeth, both natural and artificial aie vorthy the atten- 
tion of e\eryone He draws teeth and stumps, and attends abroad on 
sending directions No^ 14, 1787” 

The following notice appealed in Giccnleaf’s New York Journal & 
Daily Patriotic Register, m which John now calls himself a Surgeon 
Dentist 

“White Teeth 
I GREENWOOD, 

Suigeon Dentist, 

No 199 Watci Stiect, opposite the Coffee House, Encouraged by 
the success of his practice, begs lea^e to acquaint tlie public, that he 
preserves the TEETH and GUMS, by remoeing an infectious tartar 
that corrupts them, and renders the natural purity of the breath 
offens^^e, this tartar acquires a solidity equal to stone, the corrosl^e 
particles destroy the enamel of the teeth, the body of its causes an 
inflamation in the gums, and by degrees vill strip them from the 
roots of the teeth, and if not remo^ed, force them out of their 
sockets — He cures the scur^ v in the gums, fastens the teeth, extracts, 
replaces, transplants, and regulates, cleans the teeth, and makes them 
vhite, substitutes artificial teeth in so neat a mannei as not to be 
percened from the natural, -without drawing the stumps, or causing 
the least pain, thej help mastication, giie a jouthful air to the 
countenance, render pionunciation more agreeable and distinct, in 
a word, as there is nothing more beautiful, and of such real seriice 
as a good set of teeth, both natural and artificial are wortliy tlie 



226 


HISTORY OF DENTISTRY IN AMERICA 


attention of e^ery one — His charges are low, to give every person 
an opportunity of being bene-filted by him Said GREENWOOD will 
with pleasure attend those ladies or gentlemen who cannot conven- 
iently V ait on him, upon their sending directions ” 

In the New York Journal Daily Patriotic Register for January 4, 
1788, there again appealed a shoit notice 

“J Green\Nood 
Surgeon Dentist 

No 199, Water street, opposite the Coffee-house, 

Performs all Operations incident to the 
TEETH and GUjMS, 

Transplants Natural and Substitutes 
Artificial Teeth 

And Attends abroad upon sending Directions ” 

On Maich 22, 1788, John Gieenwood was mairied by Dr John Rogers 
to Elizabeth Weavei, and at that time made a visit to Boston to see his 
fathei Isaac * The New York City Directory gives his address then as 
56 William Street 

About a month after our fust President leached New York, the 
following appealed in the New York Packet, of May 21, 1789, inserted 
sideways so as to attract attention 

“The 
DENTIST 
is renio\ed 

From No 19, to No 56, 

William Street, 
corner of 
Beekman Street 
New York, May 20, 1789 ” 

The mannei of this nisei tion was probablj’^ suggested h}’^ a notice 
of J Bjdes, upholsteiei, which had appealed, the pievious month, in 
the same paper, upside down 

“Rosed Tooth Povder, for cleaning and preseriing the Teeth 
(S. Gums, Sold bj J Greenwood, Surgeon Dentist, No 56, William 
Street, corner of Beekman Street, and at No 199 Water Street, opposite 
the Coffee House, Smal Box-Price 2 s 6 Large ditto, — 4 s One 
Guinea gnen for Lne Front Teeth New' York, Aug 26, 1789’’ 'New 
York Packet, Aug 27, 1789 

Washington, soon after becoming President, sought the services of 
John Greenwood and remained the latter’s patient until his death in 
1799 This lelationship will be considered under Chapter XVI “George 
Washington, His Need for iMedical and Dental Care” where it can be 
better treated From 1789 to 1791 Greenw'ood resided at No 56 William 
Street, coinei of Beekman Street 



«. r ^ ' 



Fig 89 — Elizabeth (Weaier) Greenwood, wife of John and mother of Isaac John 
From a portrait painted bj Anson Dickinson (Reproduced bj courtesj of the Misses 
Greenwood and The Frtck Art Reference Ltbrarj ) Now owned bj The Netc-York 

Historical Society 
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On August 2, 1790, in the New York Daily Advertiser, we find the 
following addressed to “Paients A Guaidians” This notice contains the 
cut of crossed tooth hiushes and dentifiice boxes, so long associated 
with his father’s announcements Gieenwood announced that special 
care would be given to childien’s teeth upon a yeaily basis, an idea Flagg 
in 1797 likewise adopted “To give everyone (children) an oppoitunity 
to be benefited by him” “foi foiii childien or upwards, in one famil}^ 
one guinea Foi one child pei 3 'eai, ten shillings, to be paid when the 
yeai is out fiom the time of enteiing” He likewise was inteiested in 
oithodontic pievention 


Parents and Guardians. 



A’ 


S the attcnt on that is 
ncccflarj to be paid to 
c iililrcn s teeth at llic time 
of fltedding and ttner, being 
at to grea' impoi'ance to 
theirregu'a ity,etei nel^an 

lurure prclcrvatiun, need. 

iiu I ulei vaitons — Mr preenwooj i. indu- 
ced by the patronage oi nr'nj' taHiilius, to 
rc-iKce Ins prices for taV-ingtlc fo’c care ot 
children’s tcedr bj toe jeor, to gne erer> 
01 c an opportunii/ to be ce-e'‘tcd by hi n 
For foul Children or upr/ards, 1 1 one la 
r*! y, per /c-r one gune-. For one child 
per vear, ten fir Ihng', to be p-id r I en the 
year < out Itom tl e tnic ol civernig 

Theie Tc ni in> perfons both joiinpand 
oil, whoA teeth ha e loft thcircii ncl b> 
many diHercnt^ a>. ai d t rned ycllor o 
black by tl at oico s Mr Crceniopd in- 
forms t^orc who win .0 hare t'at sjlua 
blc pan ol tl e'r rec*'i renewed lo mat tliEii 
teeth may r^l^rn to tlicir natural bea iiy and 
wlntcni's, tint he can do it not ca iS g the 
Icaft paiB — \z he fnpp'Mcs there ni iv be 
fomc perfons wbona. think it iinpoffiblc, 
tliofe he wi'l foon consince to the contiarv, 
if they Mill be p'enfed to call at tiis lioufe 
No 50 , Wil lam Krect, corner rT Bccknian 
ftreei J GREC' WGDD, 

Surgron Ilcn ifi 


L_- 


K< B No, Ural and Atlificial teeth Rzed, Uc 


Fig 90 — ^Jolin Greenwood’s message to parents and guardians Here he reserses Ins 
father’s cut of toothhrushes and pots of dentifrices as shown in Fig 51 New York 

Daily Advertiser, August 2, 1790 


On Oclobei 15, 1790, the adh ei tisement lepioduced m Fig 91, 
appealed in the Daily Advertiser 

On April 16, 1791, in the New York ^Veekly Advertiser we find that 
he also assumed the eail}^ title of the English “Surgeon Dentist and 
Operator for the Teeth ” 
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SEA KOPvSf. IFAVIU, 

T HH DFN ] is J Ii <1 rc 
csiveil in idriilion, a, 
ew foi 'lie puipo'c ol injk 
>ig aitiicixl Tcctli, w liicli 
'C 1 'tends fi r tlic uje nl hn^ 
jnflirc, tl.e cinmcl of aliicb^ 
^ nil ell itiickei iliin tl c Ii I ^ 
Ilian t^L 1 ft> In da to ptnitif' lire* 

equal tn a fliiitj aid lo nipli the coinr, llnr^ 
srhen formed into the fi ipe of I nmanileeih, *j 
they cinnnt he p rceivcd liom them li) ih,.^| 
moll Itrii 51 ohlcrver He mile^ whole 'r'fs’ 
ol teeth, anu fixes ihciii in the ricu h 
uhcre there is nri her to nh ror llump, ' cj 
are fijcrf «ilh Ip iori in 'ut'i a iiiaaie-ii/ 
to perni't the teeth o ul with err rv moti. 
On ol thejaw, both to -oiitd nitl aerpen 
diciii^r, II t cmling the 'ca'* p tin oi imca 
Iiiief , Iwnip ulel'il in cs iry pfiint as other 
teeth , tliL Ipnnps -rt h,, d in, lo i r itlier 
to he lecii noi felt Jhofei ho wounl 
to have them fi •, d, ma* ot. brttri i it >rMicd 
by their hiiemle lert aat the Dcntiil, whole 
praclite n iiniveifaU approved of, aid uhn 
will exert Ins utmoft abilme to heal every 
dehcienc), lo as to rtnder your teeth t’le 
moll brillianc ornamuiits that can be n 
pofed lo view 

N B He curei the Scurvy, and ulcerated 
gums, and bv your o'af ivancc ot his dircc 
tiont, the Scurvy ' ill icvor return 
T rinlplantt and "I alt inturi! Teeth 
(’Oneroui puce tneii for 1 vtli, ettner dead 
oralivv, by J GREEMV, O'lfJ, 

Oft 4 ijigur Ocrttfi, 

No 5S, Willnn flic -t, c"i ntr III 
Btehms'i afect 


Fig 91 — By “Sea Horse” is meant walrus tusk Daily Advertiser, October 15, 1790 

About July 1791, Mi Greenwood lemoved to No 5 Vesey Street, and 
in the New York Weekly Museum of June 2 to Jiilj-^ 28, we lead the 
following 

“John Greenwood, 

Surgeon Dentist 
And Operator for the Teeth, 

Has removed to No 5 Vesey Street side of 
St Paul’s Church 

Whose abilities is unit ersally approi ed by se\ en j ears successful 
practice in this city He transplants, makes and cleans the teeth as 
usual Price as follows 

Transplants teeth, 3 Guineas each. 

Grafts natural teeth, 3 dollars each. 

Makes and fl\es artificial teeth, from 8 to 20 s each, 

Cleans the teeth from 8 to 20 s. 

He has a peculiar method of fixing artificial teeth, •which are 
not to be equalled by any other artificial teeth, as to beauty , firmness 
or durability 

Tooth powder, 2/G per box 
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NB Patent and all kinds of electrical machines, with medical 
and experimental apparatus for sale Enquire as above, or at Mr 
Clark Greenwood, mathematical instrument maker. No 199, Water 
Street, opposite the Coffee House ” 

On January 28, 1792, another advertisement succeeded the foregoing 
one, in the New York Weekly Museum 

“Mr Greenwood, 

Surgeon Dentist and Operator for the Teeth, 

Gives his most respectful compliments to the Ladies and Gentle- 
men who please to honor him vith their commands, and begs they 
vill send vord if convenient, preMous to then calling on him, or 
wanting his assistance, as perhaps it may prevent a disappointment, 
except vhen immediate attention is necessarj As Mr Greenwood is 
often engaged when called upon, he wull witli pleasure wait on those 
Ladies and Gentlemen wdio cannot con^enlentl^ call on him at his 
house. No 5 Vcsej Street, opposite the N E Side of St Paul’s Church 

N B His ablllt^ in the line of his profession is w’ell known and 
approved by the first families in the United States, as w^ell as 
Foreigners 

Mr Greenwood’s Specific Dentifrice for cleaning the teeth pre- 
sents the scurvj, and piesersing the gums, in using it recommends 
itself To be had at his house, at 2 s 6 d per box, or 24 s per dozen ’’ 

Anothei and mote lengthy notice occuried in the New York Weekly 
Museum in June (9), 1792 

“A New Insention, 

To fix Artificial feetli w'lth springs, in such a manner that thej' 
nns be put in and taken out bs the person w'eanng them wuth ease, 
ind in a moment They sase the trouble of tving and cannot be per- 
ceised, as to their appearance oi fastening from the natural teeth 
^lade bs 

I Gi ecns\ ood 

Appiosed Surgeon Dentist, 

No 5 Vesej Street, opposite the north-east side of St Paul’s 
Church, who Informs his fellow -citizens and the public in general 
that he has e%er had the approbation of those wdio ha^e employed 
him, being the first families in the United States, as well as foreigners, 
he transplants teeth, cleans and draws teeth, cures the scurvy in 
the gums, makes and fixes artificial teeth in manA different A\ajs, 
some of whicli aie entireR peculiar to himself, and done in so neat 
a manner, that he will defy anv indifferent person to tell them from 
the natural ones — thcA are a great help in speaking and eating, and 
a great ornament, and if thea cannot be fixed to answ'er the above 
purposes, Mr Greenwood will with candor, tell jou 

As iiianA people are discouraged, and likewuse prevents others 
from liaAing anA thing done to presciAe their teeth, or liaAe artificial 
ones fixed in, oAAing to the unskilfulness of those they employed, and 
as there is iiianA not aacII acquainted AAitli the profession of a dentist, 
care should be taken to prcAent bad consequences, by a little enquir3% 
as this profession is like manj others curious in itself, and not to be 
acquired in a short time 
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Ml GIeeIl^\ood infotins those ^\ho -sMsli to be further satisfied 
ns to his nbihties, tint lie Ins legiilnilv acquired the art and skill of 
a dentist from his fathei , ^\ho is well known to he eminent in the 
line of that piofcssion no^^ and foi thlrt^ ^cars past, and that in the 
course of eight Aeais successful piactice in this clt^, he has seen 
maiiA pcifoinnnccs in his line that ^^crc done in different parts of 
the globe, ind none but whit lie could excel His performances will 
coniincc the tiiith of the aboic assertions 

NB The extensneness of his piactice enables him to set his 
prices low, that even one iiiai be benefited Dentifrice for cleaning 
the teeth, 2/G per box, and 24 s per dozen ” 

It IS heie that wc find Gieenwood beginning to use the spiial spiings 
attached to both the uppei and lowei dentines 

Fioni the Weekly Miiseiim of Novenibei 17, 1792, we have 

“I Greenwood 
Surgeon Dentist 

No 5 Vesei Street, opposite St Paul’s Church j ard Performs 
eieri operation incident to the teeth and gums — Possessing a perfect 
knowledge of Mr John Hunter’s practice of the human teeth, (Surgeon 
extraordlnar^ to the King,) with the general approbation of the first 
families of the United States as w'ell as foreigners — He transplants 
and grafts natural teeth, those transplanted grow as firm in the jaw' 
as the original teeth 

Mr Greenwood makes and fixes artificial teeth, of a peculiar 
kind, the enamel of which is as beautiful as that upon the human 
teeth, theA neither change their colour nor can thev be distinguished 
from the natural, the^ are fixed in without draw'ing the old stumps 
or giMng the least pain, he cleans and restores the teeth to their 
original xxhiteness, and the breath to its natural sweetness, bj ^emo^- 
ing the tartar wdiich collects upon the teeth, separates them from the 
gums, and is the first cause of scur\A in the gums, an eAil that ought 
to be immediateh remoAed, and an object that should be particularlj 
noticed and remedied by all classes of people 

Mr GreenAAOod returns his most grateful thanks to liis friends, 
and such of the medical gentlemen, aa’Iio liaAe honored him aaiHi their 
recommendations, being still determined, to excel, and merit CAcrj 
faA our 

NB His Specific Dentifrice poAAder for cleaning the teeth, 2/6 
per box, 24s per dozen ” 

It was during that yeai that Hoi ace Hayden, then an architect, and 
in Nexv Yoik on a visit, required professional aid He visited John Green- 
wood and while under tieatment, decided to become a dentist, and 
“procuring the few books xvhicli were then accessible” fiom Greenw'ood, 
and personal instruction as well, he made New' York his headquarters 
until 1800 Hayden himself xviote ® 

“To this end he enquired of the elder GreenAAOod of Ncaa York 
for books on the subject of dental theory and practice That gentle- 
man informed him of the xA'ork of John Hunter aaIucIi he procured 
Soon after he obtained possession of some fcAA other AAorks both in 
French and English From that time he has seen the science assum- 
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mg more and more importance in the public eye, ■\\liile men of learn- 
ing, -w orth and genius have been added from year to year to the rank 
of its professors ” 



ADVERTISEMENT. 


M ost of tlic Obfervations contained in the 
following Trcatife were made by the Author 
before the Year 1755, and the Subftance of them 
conllantly dcmonflratcd after that Period, in Dr. 
Hunter s Courfe of Anatomical Ledtures The Fi- 


gures ycre drawn by Mr Rymfdyk, under the 
Author’s Dircdlion, and engraved by Me/T Strange, 



Tig 92 — An annotated page from Greenwood’s copj of John Hunter’s Natural History 
of the Human Teeth, 1778 ed The copj used bj Horace Hajden under Greenwood’s 
preceptorship and now in the New York Academy of Medicine 
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About May, 1793, ]\Ii Gieenwood moved to No 10 Vesey Street, 
corner of Chinch Sheet, and dining the next month advertised as follows 
in the same journal as above 

“Ladies and Gentlemen 

As there is nothing nioie useful, beautiful or a greater personal 
ornament than a good, clean, full set of teeth, every care should be 
taken to make or keep them so, for vluch purpose, 

J Green^\ood, Surgeon Dentist 

No 10 Vesey Street, (a white house) directly opposite the lire- 
enginc house, corner of St Paul’s Church-ymrd, Performs every opera- 
tion incident to the teeth and gums, makes and fixes teeth in the best 
manner, from a single tooth, to a complete whole set, Mr Green- 
wood’s ability in the line of his profession, is well known and ap- 
proved, having practiced in this city upwards of nine years vvath 
great success Mr Grccnw'ood will engage to fix artificial teeth in so 
neat a manner, that if an indifferent person can distinguish them, 
after close inspection from the real teeth, he will charge nothing for 
them Teeth cleaned «X.c «S.c 

NB Mr Greenwood’s much used and esteemed, specific Dentri- 
fice Powder, for cleaning the teeth, preventing tooth-ache, and curing 
the scurvy in the gums, being entirely free from any kind of acid, 
having the preference of pearl dcntnfice bj' numbers who have used 
it Sold by appointment at No 238 Queen Street, corner of Kings- 
street, by John J Staples and son, and by the proprietor, price 2/6 
per box, or 24s per dozen ” 

In October, 1793, the following appeared — 

“Ladies and Gentlemen 

As there is nothing more useful or a greater personal ornament, 
than a clean full set of teeth, they deserve the attention of every one, 
for which purpose, 

J Greenwood, Approved Surgeon Dentist, 

Whose extensive practice and improvement, enables him to per- 
form in the line of his profession, cheap, that ev ery one may be bene- 
fited — ^He makes and fixes teeth from a single one to a compleat 
wdiole set, and performs every necessary operation for the preserva- 
tion of the teeth, cleanses and draws the teeth, cures the scurvy in 
the gums, if ever so bad, in so short a time as to astonish the patient, 
and in such a manner that it will not return 

NB Those persons who wish to have information concerning 
their teeth, and the possibility of fixing artificial ones, the price, <S,c , 
will be informed with pleasure, by the operator, if either sent for or 
applied to, at his house No 10 Vesey Street, opposite St Paul’s 
Church Yard, a white corner-house 

Mr Greenvv'ood’s excellent specific dentifrice powder, for clean- 
ing the teeth, preserving the gums and sw'cetening the breath, 2/6 
for box, or 24s per dozen Advuce concerning the teeth given gratis 
— ^A generous price for front teeth ” 
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DE^TIST TO GEOBGi, ■\VASHl^GTO^ 


Fig 93 — From a portrait painted in 1793 bj William Loaett (Reproduced bj courtesy 
of the Misses Greenuood ind The Frick Art Reference Library ) 
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In 1704 ]Mi Gxeenwood lesided at No 24 Vesey Sheet, in 1795 at 
No 3 Cluuch Slieel, facing St Paul’s Chuicli-yaid, but his name does 
not occiii in the Diicctoij' of 1706 The next j^eai he was living at No 
14 (afteiwaids 20) Vesey Stieel, dnectly opposite St Paul’s Church 

In 1704 Gieenwood began to diop the “Suigcon Dentist” and “Oper- 
atoi foi the Teeth” fioni his advei lisements and fioni then on st 3 ded 
himself “Di GREENWOOD, Appioved Dentist” oi “Dentist” This is 
accoidmg to The Diaiy ot Evening Register of May 13, 1794, in an 
extiemel}" inteicsting announcenient Heie attention is being directed, 
by an admiiing indnidual, to a set of new dentures, held in the graceful 
hand of some young ladj% who believes “A clean full set of Teeth, are 
much exposed and greatly admired" We thus find heie the beginning 
of such adACitiscments that latci developed into the most disgraceful 
t 3 'pe of dental newspapei puhlicif 3 



j 4 Chan fail fit of'TtixH, art much cx^pi 
and sreatlj admired 

Dr GREENWOOD, ArrsorED Dihtist, 

DireAh oppofiie the lower corner of 6t Pml'i 
Ch'ircb yard, No Vefey-Streeu 

M akes tad fixet teeth id i beautiful manaer, 
cleaofra asd reftore* ihe teeth to their orijw 
lOll whittneft, and the breath to ki natural fwcet- 
Deft Hli Specific Dentifrice powder for prtfervt 
tlie teeth and guipa, having the preference of 
any European dentifrice whatever, by hundred! 
who have tried iii efiVdla to be fold only by the 
proprietor at his houf , and by appointment at No 
* 38 , Queen Street, corner of King Street, by 
Jobta JStapIei and SoQ, price SI 6d per box 
NBA ger-roui price givan for live or dead 
/root teeth May 13 a w a m 


Fig 94 — The first use of a full denture cut in public print for dental publicity The 
Diary or Evening Register, May 13, 1794 


In Freneau’s Time Piece No 10, Octohei 6, 1797, a notice calls 
attention to his “thiiteen 3 reais successful piactice in this cit 3 '” 

According to the Weekly Museum for No% ember 26, 1796, he mo^ed 
to 35 Wairen Sheet 
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“Dr GREENWOOD, Approved Dentist, 

No 35, Warren-street, 

Prepares and fixes real enameled Teeth, the best contrivance hit 
on to substitute the loss of natural ones They are fixed in without 
the least pain, and without taking out the old stumps As to ornament 
thej equal the most brilliant which can be exposed to view, and helps 
pronounciation, mastication, Ac Ac 

DR GREENWOOD has for sale cheap, a Farm near King’s bridge, 
containing 30 Acres, it is well situated, and furnished with plenty of 
fruit, a good house and barn, Ac and about 8 acres of woodland He 
IS determined to sell a bargain to any person who wishes to purchase, 
if applied for within a month, as he cannot pay any attention to it, 
he will exchange it for property in this city, and pay the difference 
in \alue, if any November 26, 1796” 

Greenwood was a fiim believer in the future of New York City and 
he gradually acquired a large amount of real estate, some of which is 
still owned hj"^ his diiect descendants 

The Sentimental and Literary Magazine, (formerly the New York 
Weekly Magazine,) of July 5, 1797, had the following 

“Lines written to a lady, who had a loose tooth extracted, and 
fastened in again by drilling a hole through it, and passing two liga- 
tures, by which it was tied to the tooth on each side 

Deal Madam, tell an anxious friend, 

What terms you li\e on with your Tooth, 

I hope 3mur Jars are at an end. 

But still I wish to know the truth 

’Tis well j’ou was alarmed in time. 

And took the hint, and look’d about. 

He and his neighbors could not chime, 

Thej" threaten’d shortly to fall out 
He then show’d signs of Insurrection, 

And some acquaintance had with Pain, 

But now he’s Drill’d — a just correction. 

And to the Ranks reduc’d again 

An action jmu commenc’d for trover. 

And Greenwood bade contention cease. 

He took him up, and bound him over. 

And ty’d him down to keep the peace 

Then, lest himself should gain no fame. 

And jou no profit from his labours. 

As further sureties for the same. 

Bound o^er both his next-door neighbours 

Now let him learn to prize his lot. 

And tr\ to keep within his tether, 

^ Let each old grieiance be forgot. 

And maj jou both long hold together ” 
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The New York Commercial Advertiser foi October 14, 1797 contains 
the following 

“DR GREENWOOD, SURGEON DENTIST 
to the laic Picsident of the United Stales, &c no 14 Vesey-street, 
dircclh opposite the side of St Paul’s clnircli, -whose abilities in 
the line of his piofcssion he flattcis himself, wants no puffing 
ad\erlisenienl, and hopes that incut will, as it c^er has done, 
hold the picfciencc in his counlr\ — ^Thc operator fixes artificial 
teeth in c\cr\ method pi icliscd bv others, and in difTcrcnt x%ajs 
peculiar to his own ln^cnllon, and much appro\ed of, being done 
without the least pain — Cleans and separates the teeth, <S.c 
NB His prices arc niodci ate, and aduce guen gratis His much 
esteemed specific Dentrifice Powdci, is sold by appointment, at the 
stores of Messrs Hilwell and Bowdowine, 1C£) Pearl street, Jless Hook 
and Co 133 William slicct, and at the house of the operator, 14 Vesey 
street ’’ 

Again on IMaicli 3, and May 19th, 1798, there was inserted in the New 
York Weekly Museum 

“Dr GREENWOOD, Sui gcon Dentist, 

No 14 Vesej Street, opposite St Paul’s Church Yard, PERFORMS 
c^er^ operation incident to the Teeth and Gums, he transplants and 
grafts natural teeth, likewise makes and fixes artificial teeth w'lthout 
the least pain, some of which arc of a peculiar kind, the enamel being 
so hard as to produce fire when struck with steel, and is as beautiful 
as that upon the human teeth 

Dr Grcenw'ood has a particular xvaj of cleaning the teeth that 
does not give the least pain, and at the same time he gives the teeth 
a beautiful polish and xvhiteness, with directions, which, if followed, 
wall keep them white, sound, and free from pain during life 
PRICES AS FOLLOWS 

Transplants teeth 3 guineas each, grafts natural teeth from 2 to 4 
dollars each, artificial teeth from 1 dollar to 2% each, cleanses and 
files the teeth from 1 to 3 dollars each person 

NB As there is many a good set of teeth neglected and ruined 
for the want only of proper directions to preser^e them. Dr Green- 
wood will for the benefit of those who chuse to apply, gi\ e his advice 
gratis, and at the same time point out the cause of their decay in so 
plain a manner that a child of six years of age may comprehend it, 
and by that means induce them to remove the millions of creatures 
w'hich are every moment helping to destroy both the teeth and gums 
To convince those who may doubt, the operator xvill shew' those 
Animalcules as represented by the famous George Adams in his Mico- 
graphia Illustrata, (S.c No 14 Vesey Street, opposite St Paul’s Church 
Yard ” 

In 1798 he returned to No 3 Church Street, fronting St Paul's 
Church-yard, and tow'ards the close of the next year remox'ed to No 
13 Park Row, four doors below the Theatre, xvhere he continued to reside 
till 1805 “It is well to note that the dentist’s chair in w'hich George 
Vashington sat xvas within a stone’s throw of the Church pew' w'hich is 
on the itinerary of every sight seeker in New York ” 
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“Greenwood, John (Dentist) 

Artificial Teeth, Dr Greenwood, Dentist, 

Practitioner only for the Teeth and Gums, performs his operations 
in a superior manner, as usual, at his house directly behind St Paul’s 
Church j ard, No 3, Church Street, where may be had artificial teeth, 
of all kinds, Ac 

N B His true genuine powders, both pearl and specific, may be 
had at the store of Messrs Stillwell A Deforest, No 169 Pearl Street, 
messrs Cook A Co No 133, William Street, and at No 3, Church 
street of the operator Cash given for any number of front human 
teeth, dead or alive 

The Daily Advertiser (NY), No 4193, July 17, 1798 ” 

On August 10th, in the Commercial Advertiser he wrote 

“Dr Greenwood, 

DENTIST, 

No 3 Church-street, facing St Paul’s Church-vard, WHOSE per- 
formances in the line of his profession, is well known and approved 
b^ the first families in the United States, as well as foreigners, and 
b^ fourteen vears successful practice in this city He makes and files 
Teeth in a beautiful manner, such as maj be depended on to stand 
their color Likewise, cleanses and separates the Teeth in a proper 
manner, so as to be the means of preseriing them during life from 
pain or decav It is done bv Dr Greenwood in so delicate a manner, 
as not to cause the least pain, and in such a manner, as to eradicate 
the scuriA in the gums, if his advice is follow^ed 
Artificial Teeth can be fixed by Dr Greenw'ood, w’lien the attempt 
has failed b^ others, in wbateier country 

N B His multiplicity of applications enables him to perform at 
the lowest prices ” 

This same advei tisement lan until August 26, 1799, xvhen he added 

“He charges nothing for advice for curing the teeth and gums 
and he rclieies that excrutiating pain of the tooth-ache for the poor, 
gratis, at his house ” 

Included in the Greenw^ood manuscript, theie is a clipping from a 
new'spaper of 1800 

“We ha%e before us a new'spaper entitled "The Courier and New 
) ork and Long Island Advertiser,’ published Thursday, May 1, 1800 
It IS No 44 of Vol 1 and has for its motto, Columbia united shall to 
glory aiise It is smaller than the morning edition of the Union, 
on thick, lead-colored paper, four columns wide, and set mostly in 
large t\pc with aerj thick or else double leads The adiertisenients 
are quite a stiuh ‘Dr Greenwood, dentist to the late General George 
Washington, Esq , informs the public that he continues to perform 
c\er\ operation incident to the teeth and gums,’ and then follow's a 
letter from General M ashington commending Greenw'ood Another 
dentist. Dr McKinze\, states that he will go to houses to clean the 
teeth of ladies and gentlemen, ‘and when the tooth will permit, per- 
fecth cures the toothaches without the painful operation of drawing, 
in ten minutes’ ” 
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Within a month aftei the death of Geoige Washington, Gieemvood 
inseitcd in The Spcclalot (New Yoik, Januaiy 31, 1800) the adveitise- 
nient ^\hlch latei appealed on the last page ol the 1800 New York City 
Diiectory 


J. GREENWOOD, 

DLNTISl 10 1 HL LATE PRESIDENT 

GEORGL WASHINGTON, 


Inf irms tlic Public, ihjt lie coittintics to pciform •\try operation inci- 
dent to the 1 Lt-1 H jnd GUVIS, fioni tlic fixnifi-ni ol a Tingle tooth 
to a c HI litc fet lie approliation uliich the late illustbiods 
W vsilisCTOV MIS p'calcd to bellow on Ii m, he flatters hi ulcif, u & 
fufiacieiit lecuinineiidatioii ol Ins aboties as a Dentist 

Extract from General H'asbington's Letter. 

“ January 6 , 1799* 

“ I (hall altvavs prefer your fervices ro that of 
any other in the line of your prefent profeffion." 

N B His prices are verv mod rite, as no pci fon »an exceed him in 
fanlita and neitncls of pertorlianrc 

03- j GRI I NWOOD mi) heconfnited at his hoiifc. Mo 13 
PMtk, whicli II tile fourth door (towards S Paul’s Cliurcb) from 
the llw.atie 

Fijf 95 — Advertisement of John Greenwood in the IVew York City Directory, 1800 


This house was ne\t to David Longworth’s Shakespeare Gallery at 
No 11 Park (Row) Other dentists in the city at the time were Leonard 
Fisher, Fred Shanewolf, Richard C Skinner, W S Turnei, John Woof- 
fendale, and James McKinzey, who was also a man mid-wife, while 
Shanewolf carried on the business of a liair-dressei 

The Weekly Museum of Januarj"^ 15, 1803, carried the following 
advertisement 

“Ladies and Gentlemen 

When decorating yourselves vith the advantages of diess, examine 
one of the greatest ornaments of the person, that is much exposed 
and admired, 

A Clean, Full Set of Teeth, 

Which may be acquired by applying to J Greenwood, Approved 
Dentist, directly opposite the south end of the park, No 13, fourth 
house from the theatre, xvho xv'ith sentiments of gratitude acknowl- 
edges the patronage he has hitherto been honored with in the line 
of his profession, during sixteen j ears successful practice in this citv 
He makes and fixes Teeth in many different ways, some of which 
ire done without drawing the old stumps, or causing the least pain, 
they help mastication, give a youthful air to the countenance, and are 
indispensible to render pronunciation more agreeable and distinct 
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J Greenwood likewise prevents the Teeth from rotting, cleanses and 
restores them to their original whiteness Those persons who wish 
to have information concerning their Teeth and Gums, will be 
informed with pleasure by J Greenwood, gratis, whose candor may 
be depended on 

NB His prices are very moderate, that every person who 
applies for assistance may be benefited ” 

The Weekly Museum for March 10, 1804, advertised 

“Dentist to the late President George Washington 
J Greenwood, continues to make and fi\ in Artificial Teeth, on an 
improved plan, they will hold their color equal to natural teeth, and 
are fixed in equally strong, and neat, they are also done much 
cheaper J Greenwood’s performance as a Dentist none has excelled 
He gives advice concerning the teeth gratis, and his candor may be 
depended on 

Those persons who may xvant assistance in the line of his pro- 
fession, will find him constantly at liis house. No 13, opposite the 
Park, the fourth house from the Theatre, towards St Paul’s Church ’’ 

The Magazine of October 27, 1804 had this notice 

“J Greenwood, 

Dentist to the late President, G Washington 
Informs the public that he continues to perform every operation inci- 
dent to the Teeth <S. Gums, from the fixing of a single tooth to a 
complet set 

J G Flatters himself that his long experience in the Art enables him 
to fix in Artificial teeth as firm and as natural in appearance as it is 
possible for them to be done, he has not been exceeded as yet in the 
line of his profession, and he could with propriety say more, but 
‘words are but wind ’ ‘Experience is the Touch Stone ’ 

N B J G may be consulted on all complaints of the Teeth and 
Gums, and advice Given, free from expense, at his house No 13 
opposite the Park four doors from the Theatre, towards St Paul’s 
Church ’’ 

Having purchased a house and farm at Newtown, L I , Greenwood 
mox’ed theie in June, 1805, but returned to the city the next year, and 
took up his residence at No 83 Beekman Street, between William and 
Nassau Streets, nearly opposite old Dr Seaman’s 

About the first of September, 1806, Greenwood set sail for France, 
principally on professional business, and remained m Pans during the 
xvinter months, returning m February of 1807 There he met the leading 
dentists of that time 

The following affidavit was obtained by Greenwood before sailing ^ 

“State of Neu York On this tventy-fifth day of August, one 
thousand eight hundred and six, personally came and appeared 
before William L Rose, Notarj Public for the State of New York, 
dul> commissioned and sworn and residing in the City of New York, 

John Green^vood of the said City, Dentist, to me personally known, 

•vs ho being bj me dulj sworn, did depose and say, that the letter 
hereunto annexed and the appendage thereunto, are in the Hand 
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^\ riling of Geoigc Wishinglon, deceased, Hlc President of the United 
States of America, and duh iecei\ed fiom ]iim, and tliat the said 
John Green^\ood a\as Snigcon Dentist to llie said Geoige Washington 
and I tlie said Notara do nioieoici Certlf^, that the said John 
Greenwood, is an eminent Dentist in the said City, of tong standing, 
and possesses an ii i cproachablc charactei, and is worthj of full faith 
and credit 

In Tcstimona Wlicreof I Inie lieieimto set nn Hand and Seal of 
oflice the day and in the a car aforesaid 

William L Rose” 



Fig 96 — -Professional card engra>ed bj P R Maienck and used bj John Greenwood 
return from Europe in 1806 Painting bj Roj in Pans showing Greenwood 
at the age of 45, and considered Ins best portrait (From original in the A'eip York 

Academy of Medicine ) 

Attached to this certificate is the French Visa, dated Noa ember 26, 
1806 To this was also attached Greenwood’s inquir}-^ of February 20, 
1797, and Washington’s answer of January 25, 1797 These will be found 
in their proper place in the chapter on Washington 

The New York Weekly Museum of 1807 had four of his advertise- 
ments, as follows 

“J Greenw ood. 

Surgeon Dentist, 

Informs his friends and the public in general, that he has returned 
from Pans, avith great improi ements in the line of his profession, 
and attends to his business as usual at No 83 Beekraan Street March 
7” 
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In May, he moved to No 14 (now 20) Vesey Sheet, where had 
resided some ten yeais hefoie 

“NATURAL A ARTIFICIAL TEETH 
J Greenvood, Dentist to the late President, 

George Washington, 

Informs the public that he continues to perform every operation 
incident to the Teeth and Gums Except extracting them unless it is 
necessarj to do it for the puipose of replacing others 
J Green^^ood fixes in both natural and artificial Teeth, from a single 
one to a complete set The approbation which the late illustrious 
Washington vas pleased to bestrow on him, he flatters himself, is a 
sufficient recommendation of his abilities as a Dentist ” 

extract from Geneial Washington’s letter, January 6, 1799 
“I al^^a^s prefer sour sersices to that of anj others in the line 
of sour present profession” 

NB His prices are sers moderate, and no person as yet has 
exceeded him in facilits and neatness of performance 
Ans person ssho has the least inclination of being benefitted by 
basing their teeth picsersed, or to has'e them replaced by artificial 
ones, and are deterred from it bs bad ads ice or temerity, svill do svell 
bs calling on J Gieenssood, and receise adsuce gratis, ssuth every 
necessars explanation concerning the line of his profession, at his 
house. No 14 Yeses -Street, directly opposite the side of St Pauls 
church 
Mas 1C” 

“NATLRAL AND ARTIFICIAL TEETH 
J Greenssood, Dentist to our late illustrious Washington, has 
latch returned from Pans, ssith a beautiful assortment of human 
teeth, other Materials, improscmcnts, Ac, in the line of his Profes- 
sion, and continues to replace Teeth on improsed plans, in the sery 
best manner, at moderate prices, that csery one ssho applies may be 
benefitted Esers necessars explanation and information given free 
of expense, at his house. No 14, Vesej Street, opposite St Paul’s 
Church-s ai d August 8 ” 

“TEE! H 

Natural and \rtificial Teeth replaced on impros'ed plans, in the 
sers best manner, at model ate prices, bj J Greenssood, Artist in the 
Line Dental, No 14 Yeses Street, opposite St Paul’s Church-yard 
Nos 21, 1807 ” 

This last adsei tisement appeared m the newspaper foi six months 
He afteissaids lemosed to No 15 Paik Row, and there lesided some 
thiee jears, but in 1812 he ssas Iis'ing at No 51 (noss”^ 53) Murray Street, 
thud house heloss Dr IMason’s Church In 1813 he moved back to No 
13 Paik Ross, sshere he continued to reside until his death in 1819, 
though his office, aftei 1815, ssas at No 3 Ann Sheet 

The New York Gazelle, March 23, 1811, contained the follosving 
“J Greenssood, No 15 Park, near the 
Theatre, Preferred Dentist to our late illustrious Washington, Con- 
tinues to replace both natural and artificial Teeth, in the neatest and 
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best niannci, and on inodct de Iciins foi cash He Ins lately Msited 
the fnsl Ai lists, ns Dentists in Pans, foi the pin pose of further infor- 
nnlion in the line of his piofcssion, ind siipphing himself ^\Jfh 
hiiiii 111 teeth, of sshith he now has i gical luimher, likewise eierj 
other niiltiid foi in iKing iitificiil Icetli, foi which he Ins spared 
no expense, for the pm pose of ptifoiimng opeialions as it ought to 
be done 

NB Adncc in all ciscs conceining the Icetli and Gums, maj 
be had gialis. In apphiiig is abosc ” 

Heie follows a copj’ of an announcement m his owm handw'nhng, 
piepaied foi the pi ess piohahl}' in 1814 




yiey>S!r, 

yu?«r n 


^•*♦^0-*^ y Cp w <*<brt ^ 


'/f’ir-xx ^-COt 






— 

Fig 97 — Cop> of a newspaper adveriisement in Greenwood’s own handwriting, pre* 
pared for the press about 1814 From the unpublished manuscript entitled ^tray 

/Votes on Dentistry in America 


Anothei Ms advertisement, about 1816, leads 

“Real Enaniel’d Teeth, 

that W'ltl be warranted not to alter tlieir Colour, no more than human 
teeth J Greenw'ood, No 13 Park, near the Theatre, Replaces real 
Enanicl’d Teeth in the best manner possible for them to be done, he 
likewise replaces Aitificial Teeth made of other materials generalh 
used for that purpose 

NB Hzs prices are moderate, that eierj person who wishes ma\ 
be benefitted by his performances ” 
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Mr Greenwood’s health failed duiing the summei of 1818, and he 
died Novemher 16, 1819, aged 60 yeais, having suffered some months 
before from a stroke of apoplexy He was succeeded m his practice b> 
two of his sons, Isaac John and Clark Greenwood 

In the New York Evening Post foi Wednesday, November 17, the 
following death notice appeared 

“Yesterday, in the 60 years of his age, John Greenwood of this 
city, dentist He was an old and respectable inhabitant of this place, 
and in his death Society has lost an honest, -virtuous and worthy 
member His friends and relatives are respectfully requested to 
attend his funeral tomorrow afternoon, at half past 3 o’clock, from 
his late residence No 13 Park, near the Theatre without further 
invitation ” 

According to Wealth and Biographie of the Wealthy Citizens of 
New York, 1848 ed , John Greenwood left an estate of over $150,000, 
which had increased to $250,000 at his son’s death At the time of his 
decease in November, 1819, Dr John Greenwood’s remains were laid 
m the family ^ault of the old Brick Church, cornei of Beekman Street 
and Chatham (Park) Bow They were later moved to the vault in the 
Marble Cemetery, and are now at lest in Greenwood Cemetery 

It IS to he regretted that we do not have a physical description of 
the man, John Gieenwood We are, howevei, more foitunate m having 
had recorded the appiaisement of the man himself several who 
apparently knew him intimatelj' 

“He vvns a venerable man of great originality and shrewdness 
of mind on all subjects, a great reader and deep thinker, generous and 
chivalrous in disposition, of ready wit and full of the anecdote and 
lore of the past In his profession his expert and adroit workman- 
ship, hold ingenuity and resources under all difficulties, acquired 
him 1 reputation that left him without a competitor” 

(Wealth S. Pedigree of the Citizens of New York, 1842) 

Hoiacc Harden contidjuted the following 

“Among those of native origin, vv'e shall mention the name only 
of "Mr I Greenwood In early life, it seems he, like many of 

the sons of New England, evinced an energy of character, which 
encouraged and sustained him through the vicissitudes of the remain- 
ing part of his life Besides this essential quality, he was endowed 
with no ordinarv share of ingenuity and mechanical tact We 
believe he stood alone in his profession, enjoying almost the exclu- 
sive patronage and confidence, not onlj' of the inhabitants of that city, 
but of the Father of his eountry, George Washington, himself, and for 
whom he performed an operation, and executed an entire dental appa- 
ratus, which for ingenuitv and mechanical skill, vv'ould hav'e done 
credit to the most experienced of (he profession in anj country, and 
the more so, as we have reason to believe that it was the first attempt 
of the kind that had ever been made in this country, and, moreover, 
that he had never seen an example of the kind bj a drawing or other- 
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^\Jsc, lo sci\c Inin as a model oi f'liidc ” II lyden continues “This 
fiom the no\cU\ of the ease, ind fiom the \ci\ prominent standing 
and lepntation of the pci son foi whom it was pci formed, was sufll- 
cicnt lo insure I\Ii G llic confidence of llic public, to establish his 
clniactci and icpulalion as a dentist ” 




Fig 98 — Top Operating dental instruments made and used b> John and Isaac Jolin 
Ij-rtenwood Hottom For labonlory use, m carving i\ory dentures, etc (Courlesj of 
the IVeio Yorl Academy of Medicine ) 


When in 1847 Isaac John Greenw'ood presented to the Baltimore 
College of Dento' Surgery a copy of the painting of his father, John, 
by William Lovett (Fig 93), Dean AV R Handy acknowdedged the gift 
b> writing the following lettei “The Faculty values the Piesentation 
hiost highty not only in consequence of the distinguished indnidual 
tiniself but most especially as being the Fathei of Ameiican Dentistry 
hs W'ell as the Dentist to the Illustiious Fathei of oui gloiious Republic 
he Dean of the Baltimore College of Dental Surgery must ha^e had 
some good and sufficient leason foi hestownng upon Gieenwood the title 
of “Father of American Dentistry" “not only in consequence of the 
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distinguished individual himself but most especially as being the Fathei 
of American Dentistry” and not entirely foi his services to Washington 

In his own memoirs, the following words appear 

“Whoever reads these lines which I have hastily written, will I 
hope profit by them and learn contentment Seek not to deprne 
another of this great blessing, but always be ready rather to suffer 
yourself than to giie offense, for, though I well know this may seem 
an impossibility, yet we may m some degree mitigate our own faults 
That V e hai e faults who will deny — ’tis in our nature, and he that is 
without them, let him heave the first stone ” 

John Greenwood was familiar with such dental literature as existed 
at his time, and was well informed in the surgical department of his 
profession An old copy of John Hunter, Natural History of the Teeth 
1778, with marginal notes by Greenwood and well-thumbed leaves, 
foimeily in the possession of his son, Isaac John Greenwood, and giand- 
son. Dr Isaac J Greenwood, and presented to the New York Academy 
of Medicine hj-^ the latter’s daughters, Eliza and Mary Gieenwood, heais 
ample testimony to the careful attention with which John perused its 
pages 

The following aie the notations made by John Greenwood, with the 
spelling as we find it in the marginal notes The remarks toward the 
end clearly indicate how ohseivant some of our early practitioners 
pro^ed themselves to he On the page “Advertisement,” following the 
title page, Gieenwood wiote the following, ten days after Washington’s 
death (See Fig 92 ) 

“General Wasliington died in the sixtj -eighth year of his age, 
his complaint vas the (cynanche tonsillaris) (cjnanche trachealis) 
in the year 1799 December 14 ” 

BeloAV the “Adveitisement,” 

“Dr John Greenwood, Dentist To the Immortal Washington, the 
Father of his Counlrj who died in 1799 — December 14th Dr Green- 
wood whas likewise a fellow' soldier in Arms with the Great Wash- 
ington in the Ver^ beginning of the American reiolution in 1775 
at the Earlj ige of 15 a cars — 

Against the Enemje of his Countrj 

John Grccnw'ood 

New York, Dec 23, 

1799 ” 

Greenwood’s obscriations as found in his copy of Hunter’s 
Natural History of the Teeth 

Page 80 — Of the chapter on the Causes of Pain in Dentition, 
Greenwood notes “These obseriations are good’’ 

Page 86 — Of the chapter on The Manner in which the Tooth is 
formed he notes “Correct obseri ation ’’ 
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Page 08 — Of the eh ipters on the Manner and Reason for Shedding 
the teeth, lie notes “Collect Tiuth, and cannot be contraierted, 
tlle^ aic simple natine” 

Pigc 105 — “Good Obscr\ ations ” 

Page 110 — On the Continual Giowth of the Teeth, he says “This 
obserialion ippcars (o be a fact and I believe it” 

Page 121 — On the Diseases of the Teeth his notes are as follows 
“This Dr Huntci iitcs about a thing he acknowledges he knows 
nothing about, svhicli ceilaiiih he does not, for he sa\s that whatever 
the disordei is that affects the teeth that it is generally attended with 
pain, then he goes on and savs that he belies es it is occasioned 
by the ner\c being exposed any fool knosvs that, and then he says 
that IS IS not Eass to sas bs sshat Means the nerse becomes Exposed 
It certainlj shows that he xsas entirely Ignoiant of the Cause of dis- 
struction of the Teeth, as he had no opportunity by practice to inses- 
gate into it, and onlj rote his own opinion on the subject As to 
his Abilities in the Constiuction of the Anatoinj of other parts of 
the human frame I presume he w’as a complete Master for he 
practised it with natural Ability, pleasure and profound attention, 
acknowledged bs' all learned in the Profession Facts are stubborn 
things I shall now' point out the real cause of the destruction 
of the human teeth, as there is tw'o causes onely which destroy 
them Neither of them is a first or second Cause, as it intirely 
depends on the Constitution of the person altogether, some people’s 
Teeth are w'hat is called rotted aw'ay in the mouth, and others will 
have their teeth come out round and whole ocationed by the Gums 
being destroyed — 

I shall now inform you xvhy the teeth rot in some people’s heads 
and not in others The reason xvhy they rot Generally is, it is oxxing 
to a strong Acid stomach, that is those persons xvho hax'e a Quick or 
strong digestion have inxariably Bad Teeth As the poxxer of diges- 
tion IS so poxxerful that it Exales into the mouth and completely 
digests, rots and destroys their teeth It xvill not onely do that, but 
X'ou xvill linde it xvill digest your silxer and every other Mettal but 
platina or Gold, for you xvill flnde xvhat I say is a fact, by Experience 
Twenty'-flve years practice The other cause of the destruction of the 
teeth IS an accumulation of Earth, called Tartar, it is nothing more 
than the sediment of the breath xvhicli sticks to the teeth and forms 
a hard substance Exactly like that xx'hich adheres to the bottom of a 
Teakettle, — it xvill insinuate itself betxveen the Gums and the teeth 
and separate them by degrees, so as to loose the teeth and in time 
causes them to drop out, if it is not remox ed in time 

Page 122 — You here also linde that Dr Hunter acknoxx'ledges he 
does not knoxv the cause of the destruction of the teeth I hax e fullx 
ascertained by practice and incontrox'ertible facts that the deeax' or 
destruction of the teeth is occasioned by the acidity of the stomach, 
or xx'hat is called a quick or strong digestix’e pox\ er and it cannot be 
corrected or stopped but bx' one means or method, no other will do 

it That IS this Brush your gums frequently and jour teeth also xxith 

a xx'eak alkaly which is comition chalk or Spanish AVhiteen — it xxill 
certainly preserve them ” 
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The Decay of the Teeth, anfing from Roltennefs 


T he mod common dvfcafc to v/hich the Teeth arc 
expofed, IS fuch a decay as would appear to de- 
ferve thenainc of mortification But there is fomething 
more , for the Ample death of the part would produce 
but little cfTeft, as we find that Teeth are not fubjeft 
to putrcfadlion after death , and therefore I am apt to 
fufpeft, that, during life, there is feme operation going 

X^y' , ,^X 
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99 — Note- and ob'Ciaations made bj John Greenwood, is tlie> appeared in bis 
cop} of Hunter’s Natural History of the Human Teeth 
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Pngc 12() — Oil li inspl uiling Ihe Iteth, Di Green\\oocl says — 

“This IS a iinscnblc pi icticc and the iccoininendation of it sho^\s 
plainh that the Docloi knew nothing about the nature of the Human 
Iccth, if he did he neici would line i ecoinnicndcd it, As I piesume 
this book w IS lote in i Gi c it ineisnic to gel Money, notwithstanding 
thcie IS something aeiv Good in it, but it leqiures a practitioner of 
capil)ilit\ to find them out I h.nc found a gieat deal of fault in Dr 
Hunter's opinion ind nhice in this Book thinking it w as his produc- 
tion, But it nla^ be ici\ possible be ne\ci rote it, and I cannot 
belieie be did ” 

In Pail II of Tolin Hun lei’s Natiual History of the Human Teeth, 
W'liicli IS a "Practical Treatise on the Diseases of the Teeth,” Greenwood 
wiole 

Page 1 — “It IS surjiiising to find pci sons gning a description of 
whatthe^ know nothing ihout, as Ilnntci basin the succeeding Chap- 
tci on Teeth 1 he ti ue c uise of the decaj oi desti uction of the teeth 
now fulh ascertained In a person who has neithei the adsantage of 
a liberal education, nor the least instruction from an^ person Ining, 
Except bis own piactical obsciiation foi 24 yeais — from 1784, an 
American born and followed the seas in his xouth — he can not only 
stop the dccaj of teeth, but eien cause anj teeth to decay cither in or 
out of the head, oi an^ Annual’s teeth wliateier, and stop the progress 
as quick ’’ (Sec illustration, Eig 99 ) 

Appaienlly the following yeai he added 

“New' York 1809 being 25 years in the practice of a Dentist by 
facts I know the teeth arc destroy'cd by the Gastric puce or acid aris- 
ing from the stomach, and the Gums is destroyed by the accumulation 
of earth or w'hat IS called Tartar J Greenwood” 

Page 8— TEETH The disease as it is called by Dr Hunter Not 
Accounted For by' luni or any other peison in the manner I shall 
explain it You W'lll finde in reading Hunter’s opinion that the Teeth 
are destroyed by disease in the teeth I have found out hy up- 
wards to twenty years constant practice that Dr Hunter’s opinion 
and observations are intirely wrong In the first place the Teeth 
are destroy'ed and attacked first on the External part of the Tooth 
which led me to search out the cause Why the Teeth should be thus 
destroy'ed It w'as several y'ears before I could satisfy' my self con- 
cerning it, with all my diligence and search, for I saw no good 
reason given by any' Author that wrote on the destruction of the teeth, 

— that is that the teeth are destroy'ed ow'ing to a disorder in the teeth 
etc 


Page 9 — I found out that the teeth are destroy'ed by two causes, or 
agents, which are these — the first prime cause is Acid, called Gastric 
juice, which arises more or less according to different constitutions, 
and digests, or more properly speaking corrodes the teeth, attacking 
them externally', next cause is what is called Tartar, it is nothing more 
that the earthly part of the breath, w'hich collects round the neck of 
the teeth and insinuates itself betw'een the gums and the teeth when it 
IS permitted to accumulate And by' that means worrving, fretting 
and cutting the small fibers and blood vessels in such a manner as 
to set the gums in an inflammation (which is erroneouslv called 1 le 
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scurvy) , and by that means the teeth in tune become loose by losing 
their nourishment and support, and finally drop out sound and wdiole, 
which jou will find b\ remoMng the tartar from them with an instru- 
ment As I ha^ e pointed out to you the cause of the destruction of the 
teeth, I shall now' point out the remedy to prevent it The first cause 
of the teeth being destroyed by having holes in them wdiich is improp- 
erly called rotten teeth, being occasioned from the pow'er of acid 
w'hich IS allowed to remain round and about the teeth, can easily be 
remo^ ed and pre\ ented from attacking them by a W'eak alkali wdiich 
neutralizes it Common Chalk, Spanish, is the best Pound it fine and 
brush the teeth and gums with it everj morning \ou may mix wuth 
it Gum JIjrrh, but it is as good bv itself Bv brushing the teeth 
and gums with Spanish chalk eierj morning you will find in a short 
time that both the teeth and gums wull become clean, healthy and 
sound The more the gums is made to bleed the quicker they wall heal 
and become hard But jou must obser\e that if the teeth are sur- 
rounded by an eartliR substance which is called tartar, it must first 
be removed b^ a person skillful in the Art dental 

Page 10 — There is a foolish opinion among many ignorant peo- 
ple that frequently brushing the teeth and gums hurts them or w'ears 
them out, which occasions many others to neglect their teeth, and by 
that means they haie the mortification to find wdien too late that 
their teeth are become destroyed beyond remedy foi the want of that 
^er^ attention the^ were advised not to take Take advice wdiicli is 
good, keep a our teeth and gums clean, likewuse vour whole person 
Cleanliness is a sure thing to PROMOTE HEALTH, my Friends 

I ha\e obser\ed that cleanliness is a sure thing to preser\c 
health in relating to jou the cause of the destruction of teeth (I shall 
further inform aou of the necessiU to keep them alwajs clean by 
informing jou that if the teeth and gums are permitted to be in a 
foul dirtj' condition thcj are subject to create thousands of creatures 
called Annamalcula The\ will be found if you wall take the trouble 
to examine bj the assistance of a microscope Multitudes of those 
creatures of four ditTerent kinds, betw'een all a our teeth, and buried 
in between the gums and teeth The w'aj' foi you to see them is to 
take a pin or needle, put it between jour teeth and bring out the white 
or other matter that is there and apply it to the microscope and you 
will quick see them tumbling oaer one another like maggots on 
rotten meat These creatures cannot Iiac nor create except in filth 
and rottenness 

Page 11 — "^011 will absoluteh find that all the causes that have 
ans tendencs to destros the teeth and gums in anj' shape or manner 
w hates cr, or gning pain, inflammation, etc etc in the mouth arc 
occasioned bs carelessness in not properh keeping them clean, but 
sou ssill find a ditlicultj in consincing manj ignorant people of it 
for thes arc so self-conceited that thes think tlics cannot omit or do 
ans thing ssrong, therefore if thes but partiallj clean their mouth thej’ 
ssill insist to sou that tlios base alssass cleaned their mouths ssith 
care, etc 

Wheneser sou perform ans operation on the teeth mind and do 
it effectualls, and at the same time obserse to the patient that all jou 
can do is to put their teeth in a state of persers ation, for them to 
take care of them, and be sure and gise them the best ads ice boss to 
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do it, if li 1 C^ do not follo\\ \oti! athicc if \mI 1 be then fault and fhe 5 " 
will natunlh find it out md conic to a on agiin, if they follow jom 
ad\icc and Keep tlitii teeth in good oidci then tliej amII ccitainly 
rcconiincnd otliois to he henefiffed b> a on On the contra if you do 
not gne them good uhicc , — a on looic Aonr name and — practice 

Page 103 — Di GieeiiAAood’s note on Replanted Teeth 

“This replacing dnA\n teeth iiha do in some cases A\ith people 
A\ho do not mind p nn hut I should ncAci recommend it for this 
reason, ne\ei e\ti ict i tooth tint aou think there is a possibility of 
saAing it, although it gi\cs pain for the picsent, as it is not every 
tooth tint giAOs jiain must he cvtiacfed, no more than oacia limb that 
gnes pain should be cut oil Be therefore careful and search out the 
cause A\hj tlic tooth gi\cs p iin and a on aaiII acca quick satisfy a our- 
self conceining the inopnctA of dcpiiAing tlic person of their tooth, 
as it IS a Great loss Gaoii Moses thought so for be made it A Great 
pnnishnicnl foi one prison to deprne another of one tooth, as he 
said ‘An Kac for in cac and A Tooth for A Tooth’ 

TiiERi:roBn be careful ia practice 

and likcAAisc be ccitiin to a mafhcinatical demonstration that AAliat 
AOU do is right and mind iicaci to be led aAsay Ija books of anA de- 
scription but inAaiiiblA stick to Truth and facts aaIucIi aou aaiH find 
are ahvaAs east and simple ” 

The test of lime is the best pi oof of the value of a man's contribution 
to society, and Gicenwood’s ohseiAations, as just lecorded, do not suffer 
with the passing of tlie yeais His ohserA'ations AA'ere made betAA’cen the 
lime of the pubhslied aa'oiIvs of fohn Hunter and Joseph Fox Upon 
leading them one cannot JieJp but feel that when GiecnAA’ood agrees 
Avitli the foimei lie coincides, but Avhen he disagrees, he most decidedly 
takes exception The difference in opinion, one finds, is not a lack of 
confidence m Hiintei but a feeling that GieenAA^ood had a greater confi- 
dence in his oAAm ohseiA'ations and thinking, based upon his OAsm prac- 
tical expel lences 

Hunter felt that decay of the teeth “appears to he chiefly in the 
tooth Itself, and hut little to depend on external causes ” Greenwmod, 
on the other hand, on p 8, Part II, obserA'cd that “teeth are destroyed 
and attacked first on the external part of the tootli ” GreenAA^ood then 
presents tAvo theoiies as to why teeth decay “Neither of them is a first 
01 second cause, as it entirely depends on the constitution of the person 
altogethei ’’ The theory that he advances was one for his OAAm use, and 
considering the unoiganized state of denfistrj' in his day, he could haAc 
done A’eij'^ little to promulgate them, eA'en if he had washed to In intro- 
ducing the question of acid, he piesenfed a chemical theoi}' The second 
cause “the effect of taitai,” must be read AAuth his adA’^eitisement dated 
March 3, 1798 “I aviII point out the cause of their decaj' and bj" 
that means induce them to remoA^e the millions of cieatures AAhich are 
CA'ery moment helping to destioy the teeth and the gums” Gieenw'ood, 
W'e thus leain, recognized the injur}"^ to the teeth by micro-organisms 
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and mentions the use of the microscope to study the breaking down of 
tooth substance as well as the injur}"^ to the gums Here we have Millei’s 
concept nearlj”^ a bundled 3 ’^eais befoie its publication Ceitainly this 
demonstiates a highly scientific spirit, especially for those days Being 
able to advance two new theoiies that today still separate many of our 
present-day reseaich investigators, we believe entitles John Greenwood 
to a place m the Hall of Fame of Dentistry That he was more than 
dentist to George Washington, is likewise denionstiated 

The familial pliiase a clean tooth never decays had its origin m the 
adveitisenients and ohseivation b}"^ Greenwood, for he wrote “That 
cleanliness is a suie thing to pieserve health, that bacteria cannot live 
noi create except m filth and rottenness” and that only bj’^ keeping the 
teeth clean would their destiuction be pi evented What better advice 
could one give todaj'^ than the following thought as he expressed it, 
and vliicli will heai lepetition 

“Whenever you perform any operation on the teeth mind and 
do it efTectuallj , and at the same time observe to the patient that all 
lou can do is to put their teeth in a state of preservation, for them 
to take caie of them, and be sure and gne them the best advice how 
to do it, if thci do not follow your ad\ice it vill be their fault and 
thei vill naturallj find it out and come to jou again, if they follow 
A our ad\ice and keep their teeth in good order then they will cer- 
tainh recommend others to he benefitted by you On the contra 
if ^ou do not gne them good advice, — you loose your name and — 
practice ” 

Dining his piactice, m the tieatment of a diseased maxillaiy sinus, 
Giccnwood peifoiated this cavitj'^ from the socket of an upper molai 
tooth, and effected a cuie of the disease The case repoit and description 
of the tieatment of a diseased maxillary sinus, given by John Gieen- 
wood’s son in the American Journal of Dental Science Vol II, December 
1841, pp 178 and 179, is of extieme interest 

“I then placed some rav cotton, saturated as above into the 
cnMtj, to remain there, and sent him home, telling him to return 
the next morning When he came, I again cleaned out the antrum 
XMth drj raw cotton and the same mixture as before, although not 
so strong as that used the time preaious, and required him to come 
in thiec da^s, as he no\\ felt much better He did so, when I used 
a mixture of the acetate of plumbi and aqua rosae, and treated the 
ca\it\ the same as before, telling him to keep the body open by 
gentle aperients He had been enabled to sleep and felt much better 
There x\as a continual discharge from the sinus When he called in a 
\\eek after, he x\as much better, in good spirits, and enabled to use 
his arm somewhat, hut not satisfactorih , and could attend to his 
trade, hut not much I adiised him to continue the aperients and 
sMinge the caMtj frequcnlh with -nids made from tepid soft xvater 
and old Castile soap, and to bathe the external surface of the temple 
and cheek with tepid water and sinegar and laudanum in equal por- 
tions, xshicli he promised to do, and as I heard no more of him 
concluded the cure was affected 
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“In llie instnncc of i c isc ticalcd bj' niy fnther, John Green- 
^^ood, nolliinfj -w is picsciibcd bill tepid Caslile soap suds, to be 
lepcilcdlv injected into tlic uiliiini bv means of a syiingc, until 
cincd, ssliicb is clleclcd in a sboil time iflei having applied the 
lenicds, and the gintlcnnn is nos\ Ining to attest the perfect pro- 
pi lelv of the piesciiplion, in the complete lesloiation of the healthi- 
ness of the parts disc.iscd ” 

Theie aie many olhei mlciesling ohscivalions iccoided by Isaac 
John Gieenwood winch iclale lo (he cailv piaclice of dentistij,^^^^ and 
paiticuldily to his fathci, Jolin Tlicsc he lepoiled in a lettei dated 
Nosenibei 14, 18G0, (o Di J Taft, avIiicJi was published in the Dental 
Register Vol XV ji 30-37 

“Jh gi andfalhci , Isaac Gieenwood, of Boston, Massachusetts, 
practiced the making of ailihcial teeth theic many years presious 
to the Rcxolulion, but fioni what I can gam as to information, he 
neier used plastei of Puis to make models of, for cithei plate or 
bone work, he made his teeth out of the sea-horse tooth (hippo- 
potamus), and used mcich a bcesc-wa\ mould, as did mj father, 

John Greenwood, who jiracliced in New Yoik fioni 1790 to 1820 

“M^ hrothcr, JIi Claikc Greenwood, deceased, and mjself did 
not use plaster of Pans until about 1820, and I think it was through 
nij ow’n suggestion ‘Wc hardened them bj dipping the plaster 
moulds into boiled linseed oil, and let them do Before that time 
white and jellow bees wa\ wis much in use for plate and bone work, 
eien for half and whole sets of teeth I ne\er had a set returned 
to me on account of the fit And I think I w'ss the first in New York 
who set natural human teeth upon bone gums and colored the gums 
to life, after those made for General George Washington bj^ niy father 
in 1799 

“The first mineral teeth seen by me w'cre brought to the country 
bv Colonel Aaron Bun, w'hose dentist my father was, and presented 
to him by the Colonel ” 

These apparently weie some of those oiiginally made by Fonzi, the 
first successful porcelain baked teeth of wdiich we have five in our 
collection 



Pig loo — Some of the 


original porcelain (mineral) teeth made hj 
(Author’s collection ) 


Fonzi about 1806 


“The first I ever saw in New York and made in the United 
States, were made after the same plan, but thicker In the first years 
of my practice metallic pivots to teeth wmre used, and screwed into 
the material of bone or human teeth (or sea-horse, sheep or oxen). 
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and cotton was -wrapped round the metal piAots to keep them in the 
sockets of the roots, \shich, when decomposed, ^^ould gne an offen- 
sne odor, and with me it was a great point to endeaior to find a 
remedj to pre\ ent these bad effects, and to keep the teeth sweet and 
clean as possible, wdiich I soon w as enabled to remedy ” 

“M> father w’as the first to use the ‘foot-drilT and he made it 
himself from an old spinning-wheel of my grandmother’s, and, since 
his death, I mjself used it, the same one, altogether in my practice 
for twenty jears, and ha\e it yet I never had seen one before, and 
I know the hand bow -drill was always used before I never used the 
hand bow -drill to perforate the roots of teeth for pilots, etc, nor in 
anj waj, but a drill instrument with a spear-shaped point, gauged 
for the depth of the piiot, to drill the roots to receive the wooden 
or metallic piiot But to make the hole to receiie the piiot in the 
tooth I alwais used the foot-drill And in drilling pieces of bone oi 
lion, I could, with the drill made of the finest needles, meet the 
drill-hole an inch apart ” 



Fip 101 — ^The first dcntnl foot cn"ine nnde in 1790 from a spinning uliccl ind used 
John, and later hi Ins son, Isaae John Greenwood Origimlh it helonped to the 
prandmother of Ehrahetli Viea>er, wife of John Greenwood, and is o\er two hundred 
lears old (Presented to the A'cir lork Academy of Medicine hj the Misses Green 

wood, Julj 3, 1934 ) 
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Tins “fool-diill,” allcicd al)oiil 1700, was icccntly piesented to the 
N(W Yoik Acadcnu/ of Mrduinr, a pliologiaph of which is shown here 
Tins dcMce, the fust dental foot engine, antedates Moiiison’s and 
Black’s hv some eights seais " (Fig 101 ) 

John Giccnwood s\as succeeded lij' two of his sons, Isaac John and 
Claik 

John Gieensvood, as s\e base stated in the life of Gardette, was 
pcihaps the fiisl in this coiintij to swage a gold plate, to seive as a base 
foi aitificial teeth and “that without basing seen a dcsciiption of the 
pioccss, 01 ssithout knossing that it had esei been done at that tune,” 
1786 He ssas in the habit of constiucting sets oi aitificial teeth svith 
stained gums, and dining his piofcssionol caieei, he fiequently coire- 
sponded ssith that eminent Fiench dentist, C F Delabaire (1777-1862), 
fiom svhom he piocuied a huge quantity ol human teeth, ssdiich he used 
in his piacticc As eails as 1789, lohn Gi eenssood became the dentist 
of Geneial AVashington and in that ycai made an uppei and loss'er set 
foi bun, svith aitificial gums, seemed in the mouth ssnth springs The 
saiious sets that Gicensvood made svill he considered undei the chaptei 
1 elating to Washington 



Fig 


— Operalne dennl instruments made and used by John Greenwood The pat- 
tern IS \erj similar to some used at the present daj (Author’s collection ) 


111 the Transactions of the Ninth International Medical Congress, 
1887 (Vol V p 701) E Parmly Biosvn (1844-1916), mentioned that he 
obtained at the auction of the effects of Isaac John Greensvood, after the 
latter s death in 1865, ismry dentures and a large number of human and 
cals'es’ teeth, manj' of both kinds being reshaped bj’ grinding, for attach- 
oient to base-plates, ssuth holes in their lOOt ends foi sciews Others had 
one Ol two hoii/ontal holes through then crowns to receiie threads or 
'Mres foi ligating them to pioximal natural teeth The following photo- 
giaphs are those still in the possession of Brown’s son, L Parmly Broun 
( 68-1936), who was kind enough to send them to us with a description 
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Fig 103 — ^Thrce i\or-* lower dentures, nude b> Jolm Greenwood for the sinic mouth 
in different periods of m unknown pitient’s life, with human anterior teeth, attached 
hi lertical screws Hole* are in the complete denture for attachment of spiral springs 
to connect tin* lower with an upper denture, and this lower is the only one of the three 
that shows eiidence of much use in the mouth In all three dentures, the corroded 
gold alloi screws appear to ha>e been among those originally emplojcd while the 
screws of bright (siher) alloj seem to base been inserted after the teeth had loosened 
on the original screws, prohablj long after the denture had been in use (In the col 
lection of the late L Parmlj Brown, Pcekskill, IN Y ) 
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CHAPTER XIII 


WILLIAM PITT. CLARK, ISAAC JOHN AND 
CLARK GREENWOOD. GEORGE HENRY GAY 

WiiiiAM Put Giu lnwood (1766-1851) 


W ILLIAj\I PITT GREENWOOD, boin in the town of Boston, 
Satin day, May 10, 1766, was the youngest of the five sons of 
Isaac and Maiy (Pans) Gieenwood His early education was 
probably no better than that atfoided Ins oldei hi others at the North 
Writing School under old Mastei John Tileston, but he had the advant- 
age of more yeais of study as Ins youth precluded his escaping from 
his studies m an outburst of militaiy ardor at the commencement of the 
Revolutionaiy W^ai His fathei, in a description in the local papers 
of the Boston Massacie, called himself an “ivory-tuiner This busi- 
ness naturally embraced dentistry (then purely a mechanical occu- 
pation) and Ins son William became proficient in the same trade, as 
he was alluded to, when twenty-one years of age, as an “ivory-turner” 
in the will of Ins grand-aunt, the widow of Colonel Robert Hale of 
Beverly ^ 

At the invitation of his brother John, of New York, who had already 
established an excellent dental practice, he was called in 1788 to assist 
him there foi a short time,® whence he proceeded to Savannah Disap- 
pointed at the prospect of little success in the Southern States, he 
letuined north about 1790 and commenced Ins practice of dentistry at 
Salem, Mass wheie his brother Isaac, Jr, had also begun Ins practice 
m 1781 He remained there but one year, for on August 21, 1791, he 
was in Boston 

“William P Green-\\ood, Dentist, 

Takes the liberty to inform the Public that he has taken a room 
pleasantly situated in Cambridge Street, West Boston, opposite Mr 
Samuel Gore’s dwelling house, where eaerj attention in his po\\er 
as an Artist, will be paid to those who nnv be pleased to honor him 
w'lth their commands He flatters himself to perform eaerj operation 
that comes within the proaince of a Dentist (such as cleaning the 
Teeth, curing the disorders incident to the Gums, extracting, trans- 
planting, plumbing, replacing, and regulating the Teeth, substituting 
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artificial Teeth, Gums Ac ) ^\lt}^ as much facility, accuracj and satis- 
faction to the patient as can be done by any of the profession in 
America Brushes and Dentrificcs proper for the Teeth and Gums 
to be had at the same place, where attendance is given fioni nine 
o’clock in the morning until one, and from three until si\ in the 
afternoon ” 

Columbian Centinel, August 21, 1791 

Just how long he lemained in Boston is unceitain, foi in Maj' of 
1793 he was piacticing in Baltimoie, accoiding to the adA’^eitisement 
in the Baltimoie papei (Fig 104) 

^ TIl E 7 H AND G U MS, 
\vil1TiA'mT‘'1JreWw^ 

Surgfon-Dem isi, yien Rostok, 

A’ Mrs Young’s, m Mari. ti -S treet, ktwetn 
Calvept an! Soyi ii Si i f et, 

Perfoinis eveiy necciraiy OpciPtlon 

•■B ’ht Tens Ani Comt , fit-i in rccth, either nituiAl or <rti 
fi I,’, with Fieiliijr and Accuracy, in m njr d lierent Wajri, 
f me of which are peculiar f» himrUI, they hold their Colour, 

- id L-l*ie (he r^rudninoR Eye in Attemoti to difcorer the De 
ce t , tliey are really comfonable to the Wearer, fire a jurenile 
Air to th^ountenaoee, render Pronunciation agreeable and dif 
On<l, help MiAieition, and p event the TeeUiofths oppoliie 
Ja» from gfowini prominent, and, without Doubt, ara themoft 
tifillian Oioamcnli that can be txpof'd toView 

Mr Catf nwcaPwiU leave ihil Town in ten or twelve Day* 

— Thufe Lidiei aid Ccnticmen, therefore, who tbinic iheir 
Teerh worth Attention, and wilh him to performing Operation 
within the Lioc of a ^'urgcon D.ntift, wiJJ pltafe U comataad 
him, within the Time above aemtonad, 

JJ«/ imsrt, Afep -7 I70t 

Fig 104 

The following month toiind him in Philadelphia His Philadelphia 
adveitisements aie extiemelj'^ inteiesting, as they called attention to the 
fact that he was “a pupil and son to the celebiated Dentist of that name 
m Boston,” hut failed to mention that he was a hiothei of John, then 
dentist to Geoige Washington One migtit conclude that then lelation- 
slup was not veij" coidial, hut this is not coiiect, foi John himself 
piesentcd to his biothei one of Washington’s lettcis which he valued 
\ ei y highl} 

“GREENWOOD, Y ilham P (surgeon dentist) 

Wm P G^ee^^^ood, Surgeon-Dentist, Pupil and Son to Itie cele- 
brated Dentist of that name at Boston 

Respectfullj informs tlie Ladies and Gentlemen of this citj, that 
he V. 1 II ^Mlh pleasure ^\alt on those ^^ho may please to honor him 
\\ith their commands, to perform any operation in the Art Dental 
Said Greenwood fixes in natural and artificial teeth in nnnj different 
waxs, some of xxluch arc peculiar to himself, with the natural cn inicl 
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llnl he ^^lll %\ iinnl lo hold llicii coloin, and vie in beauty with any 
teeth \\hale\ei ind if not done lo the coniplLte satisfaction of the 
patient he iccpiiits no p iv 

Sh Gicenwood, in.u he consulted smIIi lelatnc to his profession 
at No 6 , north Eighth Slicel, whcic piopci and punctual attention 
s\ill he paid lo ill oidcis diicclcd to him” 

General Idncihstr (Phila ) no 8 . 1 I, Tune 20, 1793 

“GREENWOOD, William P (dentist) 

Win P Giecnssood, Dentist, And Opeiator for the teeth and 
Gums, No 158, Jlailvcl-sticcl, 

Respectfully infoims the Ladies and Gentlemen of this City, and 
its Aicinity, that he sets in natural and aitificial teeth, from a single 
tooth, to a whole sett, sMlhout extracting the stumps, or pain to the 
patient, cleans and bcaulifles the teeth without the least injurj' to 
the enamel, eradicates the diseases incident to the gums, extracts, 
transplants, plumbs, and legulates the teeth, »S.c 

NB Mr Greeinsood acquired the knowledge and mistery of his 
art, under the regular tuition of his father (at Boston, whose abilities 
in the line of his profession, has been uniAcrsally approved of for 
thirty Years past) — therefore with confidence flatters himself to per- 
form anj operation within the proMnee of a Dentist, with as much 
facility, accuracy, and satisfaction to the patient, as can be done by 
any of the profession in Europe or America 

Orders directed as above, will be properly and punctually 
attended to, and the utmost skill of the artist shall be exerted, to merit 
approbation ” 

Federal Gazelle (Phila ) no 1468, June 21, 1793 

In IMaich, 1795, William Pitt was once more practicing in Boston 

“March 1795 Enameled Teeth W P GREENWOOD, Dentist and 
Operator for the 1 eetli & Gums, at his Room, in the Building formerly 
the Mass Bank, near the Mall, particularly (the improvement) in the 
manner of substituting Artificial Teeth, that can be made to vie in 
beauty with the most brilliant natural ones, and in many cases fixed 
in firm as to be of real use in mastication, and done without extracting 
old stumps, or giving the least pain in the operation,” and thanks the 
public “for the many & daily proofs of patronage he receives ” 

Index Chronicle, March 12, 1795 

Heie we find him beginning to use the “Real Enameled Teeth” 
the formula foi which he no doubt obtained during his xnsit in Phila- 
delphia from Le Breton Fuithei advertisements are to be found in 
the Federal Orrery (Boston) running from June 18 to luly 27, and 
tlgain foi SIX weeks starting with the issue of August 31 Likewise in 
The Independent Chronicle and The Universal Advertiser for October 8 

On July 23, 1796, William P Gieenwood was mairied to Marj, 
daughter of Captain John and Mary (Walley) Langdon of Boston, who 
suivwed him but a few years, she died after a short illness on June 
5, 1855, and was inteired at INIount Auburn She was the mother of 
ten childien 
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In 1797 the folloAMng advei tisenient appealed 

“William P Greenwood, 

Appro\ed Dentist, 

And Operator foi The Teeth and Gums, 

Opposite the head of the Mall, Boston, 

WITH improiements pecuhai to himself, continues to substitute 
natural and artificial Teeth, from a single tooth to a whole set, pre- 
pared from different materials, and at various prices, that he ■\\ar- 
rants to be equal, if not superior in usefulness and beauty to any ever 
made and fitted bj any other Artist whatever (either in the old or 
new world) and done A\ith the greatest facilitv to the Patient, and 
care on the part of the Operator 

GREENWOOD’S excellent Powdered Dentrifice, safe and salutarv 
for the Teeth and Gums, prepared and sold only by himself, 25 Cents 
single box, or 2 dolls 50 cents per dozen 

N B For sale, as abo\e — Tw'o Piano Fortes, one new' patent with 
Inrp stop and additional kejs Also, three elegent Guitars, all of the 
first European manufacture, excellent in tone and touch ’’ 

Massachiisctls Mercury January 6, 1797 

Again on Jul3'22, in the Columbian Centinel, he announces “impiove- 
ments in sets of Teeth, as contiived by Mi Greenwood, aie essentially 
diffeient fiom anj' of the kind ever produced by any predecessor oi 
contempoiaiy in the US” 

“DENTAL IMPROVEMENT 
The Most Valuable Discoaerv in the '^rt 
SETS OF TEETH 

WHOLE or half sets of artificial TEETH, by a new' process, 
peculiar to Wm P Greenwood, approied Dentist, opposite the head 
of the Alall, ire made and fitted onij ba himself — bis iniention is 
cxctllent, and lias met with uniiersal approbation, from those that 
line emplojcd him for whole sets, x\hich he w'arrants to answer 
eicn reasonable purpose, and if thej do not proie satisfactor\ to 
the patient, the monc\ paid for them w'lll be refunded anv tune 
within three months after thej ha\e been in possession of the wearer 
The iinproi eiiicnt in sets of Teeth, as contmed by Mr Greenwood, 
are essentialh difiercnt from ana of the kind e\er produced by ana 
predecessor or contcinporara in the United States, being far superior 
in eaera respect He therefore aaishes to create confidence in those 
aaho haae had iiseles experiments made to fix aahole sets, to make 
trial of his neaa plan, aaliich, if it does not succeed, no compensation 
to the artist aaill be expected or aaished 

ALL DIFFERLNT OPERATIONS OF fHE ART Dental, practiced 
as usual, ai/ eleaning the Teeth aaitli the greatest care, remoa'ing the 
caries from the teeth, and plumbing, regulating the teeth parlicul irla 
111 childrtn, at the tunc of the second dentition, aaliich aaill cnsuic 
them an eaen set for life, if tlica arc attended to in season 

TEETH \ND STL’MPS EXTRACTED WITH AS much case as the 
nature of the cisc aaill admit. Dentifrice, Brushes, Ac proper for 
teeth and gums to be had as aboae Cash [or sound front teeth 

Jula 15” 

Columbian Centinel — Jula 22, 1797 
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In 181b Willinin Pill Giccm\ootl, T hoin.is Gramms, William Parson 
and Thomas Barnes wcic inaclicinj* denlislM in Hoslon In 18112 Giccn- 
ood lno^ cd lo Ho\l)iii\ Inil leUiinod lo Hoslon slioilh liefoic liis clcalh 

The honolal^ dei’icc of Dot lot of Denial Siitqviij %\.is conloucd 
upon William P Giccnwood on I'chuiai \ 18 1812, Iin llic lialliinoi c 
College of Denial Siirgcig al ils second annual coinincnccnicnl Al Ihc 
meeting of the Amrruan Sotirlg of Denial Singcons in Noccmbci of 
1841, he \\as made a nicinliei and at the meeting held m Boston in 
Septembei 1812, Giccnwood ga\c an mtcicslmg account of the stale of 
dentisfiy fifh ^cais picMons 

It w'as icinaikcd of the aged piactilionei that his step w'as “still 
elastic, and Ins mind possessed of the Mgoi and fieshness of j'outh 
His livid inemoiics made iiilcicstmg icmimscenccs in lalci yeais He 
had, eaily in the ccnlniN, icsloicd tlic old family-tomh on Copp’s Hill, 
ivhich he had lescncd fiom dcsecialion, and he liKcd lo i elate how', 
accompanied hy the Hon William Sullnan as an adcocatc, he had 
descended wnth file and swmid upon the paitj w’ho had daied to sell the 
bones of Ins ancestois Ficqucntly on Ins peiiodical visits to this place he 
would point out the locality of Ins fathei’s eailier lesidence on Salem 
Street, neai Christ Chuich, and the spot, a few' lods distant, wdiere a 
battalion of Biitish troops W'cic quaitered in 1775 From heie he and 
bis friend, Cacneau, saw' them maich off on the morning of June 17 
in high feathei, to he hi ought hack in the afternoon w'ounded, dying, 
and dead, their hlood being hailed fiom the bouts like w'ater ” He could 
remembei, too, Major Pitcaiin, as he w'as being carried along, mortally 
wounded, through Chaiter Street to be buried afterw'ards undUr the 
neighboring Church ® 

On Saturday, May 10, 1851, m the full possession of all his faculties, 
being the eighty-fifth anniversaij' of his birthday, he died, and w'as 
buried in the family vault at Copp’s Hill 

William Pitt Greenw'ood’s son Edw'in Langdon, Apiil 19, 1807-Maich 
4, 1865, and his grandson, Alfred, Jr, Apiil 16, 1841-Decembei 21, 1879, 
a graduate of Haivard College in 1824, both became dental piactitioners 


Clark Greenwood (1764-1810) 

Clark Greenw'ood, the fouitli son of Isaac Greenwood, Sr, w'as born 
on ]\Iarch 8 , 1764 In his earlj' life he learned the professions of his 
athei, and in 1788, John Greenw'Ood, his oldei brother, sent for hmi 
to come to New' York and take over the profitable business w'hicli he had 
established there as a mathematical instrument-maker and icoij -tinner 
In the New' York Director 3 of 1789, he is so listed at 199 Water Street, 
the foinici address of John, prior to his moMng to 19 William Street 
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Jolin carried on the profession of dentistrj^ while Clark continued 
at the old business, except that at times he assisted his brother with 
his dentistrj - It is thought that he never practiced dentistry to any 
great extent, oi “anj fuither than to supply those deficiences which his 
ovn case might lequire ” He died a bachelor, Febiuary 15, 1810, having 
acquired a competent foitune 

YYith 'William Pitt and Claik we have concluded the life histones 
of Isaac Giecnvood, Si , and his sons To make the stoiy complete, 
some mention should he made of othei membeis of the Greenwood 
famih, and though thej' be of the geneiation beyond the scope of this 
histoiical piesentation, some succeeded to then father’s practices, 
Iheicfoie the} aie included 



Fir 103 Isnnt. John Grceni»ood, 1795-1863, son of John and Elizabeth (Weaver), 
at the ipe of 13 I’linled hi J A MacDoiigill in 1838 and reproduced by courtesy of 
the Misse- Greenuood and The Frick Art Reference Library Now owned hj The New- 

1 ork Historical Society 


Isaac John Greenwood, D D S , M D (1795-1865) 

John Greenwood was succeeded in his practice by two of his sons, 
Isaac John and Claik Isaac John w'as hoin in New York City on Tuly 
17, 1795, and Ined the allotted three scoie and ten yeais, passing away 
on Ma} 14, 18C5 He piacticed for tw^enty-four years the profession of his 
grandfather and fathei with prese\erance and careful study, rcUnng 
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at the age of 45 This is in accoi dance with Ins "Stray Notes on Dentistry 
in Ameiica," page 48, which he collected in 1859 In 1902, his son, 
Isaac J(ohn), typed the collection of Notes and had them bound The 
manusciipt, which I now have in my libiarj% has been very helpful 
in the piepaiation of this peiiod 

Upon giving up actl^e dental piactice Isaac John Greenwood turned 
Ins attention to lecoiding impoitant cases obseived during his practice, 
some of which weie latei published His first effoit in this direction 
was m 1828, ^\hen he tianslated C F Delabarre’s "Trade de la 
partie mecainqiie, etc ” into English "A Review of the Mechanical 
Part of the Surgeon Dentist ” In his Pieface as translator, he remarked 
that he was doing it in ordei to obtain a clearer and better understanding 
of his profession 


“Neer undertake to make or mend 
That which jou do not comprehend” 

Translating this splendid work of Delabarre’s apparently encouraged 
him to write one of his own, and in the same year he finished his 
"Treatise upon Dentition and the Manner of Cleansing, Scraping, Filing, 
Plugging and Extracting the Human Teeth ” The numeious illustrations, 
all well done, he drew himself Both unpublished manuscripts, bound 
in one volume, in a beautiful tooled leathei cover, are now in The 
Library of the New York Academy of Medicine 

On Maich 8, 1841, he became a member of the American Society 
of Dental Surgeons, serving the following jear as a collaborator on the 
American Journal of Dental Science In March of 1842, the Baltimore 
College of Dental Surgeons conferied upon hun the degree of Doctor 
of Dental Surgery, and his M D he obtained the same jear from the 
Shurteff Medical College in Illinois All three certificates are now m 
The Library of the New York Academy of Medicine as well as the 
beautiful China silk membership Roll of the American Society 

Furthei contributions to dental science vere 

Cases of Irregularities American Journal of Dental Science, 1839-1841, 1st 
ser, 1 258-261 

Case of Antrum Disease American Journal of Denial Science 1841-1842, 1st 
ser, 2 177-179 Dental Forceps, 1844, 1 168 

Description of a Case of AKcolar Abscess American Journal of Dental Science 
1841-1842, 1st ser , 2 291-292 Dental Forceps. 1844, 1 42 

On Plugging the Teeth American Journal of Dental Science 1842-1843, 1st 
ser, 3 237-240 Dental Foreeps, 1844, 1 240 

Early History of the Profession in the Lnited States Dental Register of the 
West 1801, 15 29-37 
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Clark Greenwood 

Of Claik Gicc'nwood, lolin’s voun{*oi son, lilllc is known, except 
that he was hoin in 17‘)7 .ind died al Ihe .igc of dl, somcwheie in the 
Mcinih of .Tainaita, Long Island, on Mnv h, 18'IS lie likewise follow'cd 
the piaclicc of denlisln 


George Henrv Gav 

Gcoige IIciuj Gav, the son of Maiy (daughter of Isaac Greenwood, 
Si ) appaienlh studied dentistij about 1830 with Josiah Foster F agg, 
in Boston In 1831 and 1832 he attended medical lectures at Harvard, 
and then those on dentistiy undci Flagg’s In other, remaining in practice 
until his death in 1840 
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CHAPTER XIV 


RICHARD CORT[LAN]D SKINNER 

Founder oi the First American Dental Clinic, 

Author or the First American Dental Book 

R ichard C0RT[LAN]D SKINNER’S activity m tins country began 
with the following interesting letter of September 29, 1788, 
addressed to Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790) It was found m 
the Calendar of Franklin Papers (V 3, p 380) m the American Philo- 
sophical Society, Philadelphia 

“Philad 29th Sept 1788 
Sir, 

An unfortunate young man, influenced by moti\es of extreme 
necessity and distress, reviewing his situation, begs permission to 
address his Excellency Doctor Franklin, and hopes for that kind 
indulgence for the impropriety of his address, which eier marks 
the characteristic of the great and good — Altho’ unknow'n to your 
Excellency, a stranger poor and friendless, ventures to hope for that 
patronage and assistance, without which (from some exalted public 
character) the greatest abilities may be unsuccessful in any laudable 
pursuit 

Your Excellencys goodness will undoubtedly extend so far as to 
forgive the presumptions jmung man who now addresses jou — he has 
lately arrived in this city, — by a series of misfortunes has lost his 
hereditary patrimony — ^lias since studied dentition with the cele- 
brated Doctor Ruspini of Pall Mall London — ^lias no other dependence 
for a subsistence — and now wishes to practice that profession in 
this city 

Doctor Franklin’s well known sjmpathj and benevolence induces 
him to make this application — he asks not alms — but with great dilli- 
dence and fear he solhcits from his Excellencv the loan of the trifling 
sum of Twenty Dollars to enable him to begin to live — to save him 
perhaps from inevitable destruction, or what is worse — the horrors 
of a prison — Experience, which is the unerring touchstone of truth, 
confirms him in opinion, that the unfeeling world collectiv elv , looks 
down with contempt upon the poor and the distressed — thej wish 
for no acquaintance with calaniitv Doctor Franklin is a friend to 
the world, — a friend to the distressed — and perhaps, he will be the 
fiicnd of a voting man who wishes to live, and be uscfull to societv — 
a voung man who fears he inoccntlv, and unintentionallv offends bv 
his extraordmai v^d verv singular address — but liis necessities — his 
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cruel necessities preponderate every other consideration — Therefore 
cannot leave him liable to any imputation who is — 

With sentiments of i espect A esteem 
Youi Excellencvs most obed 
and very huinb Serv 
Rd Cort[lan]d Skinner 

His Excellency Benjamin Fianklin, Esq” 


Rlchnrd C Skinner to B Franklin 29 Sept 1788 
F P. V. 36, no 92 (Cal v. 3, 380) 


Page S 
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Fig 107— Letter of appeil to Benjamin Franklin, for the loan ,‘''‘’^‘^^“”,^’1! of 
keep a poor dentist from j iil It is this signature tint gai e us die fu 

Rwlnrd Cort(lm)d Skinner (Coiirte», of the American Ph.losoph.cal Soc.ely ) 
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Unfoilunatch ncilhei Fianklin’s account books noi his papers 
indicate ^^Iletllel Skiniiei olitaiiied the loan of $20 he lequested to save 
him “the lioiiois of a piisoii ” At any late he did begin, within six 
months, the piactice of Ins piofession in this countiy and became “use- 
full to society” HaMiig suffeied loo, he endeavoied to serve the poor 
by estahlislimg the flist dental clinic in this counhj'^ The letter not only 
enabled us to asceitain Skinnei’s full name, heietofoie unknown,^ hut 
also Ins eaily qualifications, the name of his celebrated preceptoi, and 
means of enteimg the piofession His pieceptoi, Baitolomeo Ruspini, 
was an Italian dentist who piacticed Ins piofession in London with great 
success foi moie than Unity yeais “He was pationized by all the great 
peisonages of the Kingdom and also liy the Rojml family, fiom whom 
he received special maiks of distinction With the aid of the London 
Freemasons’ Lodge, of winch he was an influential membei, he wms able 
to found an oiphanage foi gnls which was knowm by Ins name He 
spent a laige poition of Ins foi tune, deiived as a lesult of Ins professional 
woik, in furtheimg this institution, being moved to do this by his great 
love foi childien He Avas an eaily advocate of the earlj’^ treatment of 
children’s teeth, insisting that thiough this neglect in dental practices 
in England, theie latei lesulted a widespiead loss of teeth 



I ig 108 — Clle^^llc^ B irlolonieo Ru-pini, Celcbrilcd Preceptor of Riclnrd Corl(Ian)d 
Skinner (Rcprodiitcd b> conrtesi of Dr Theodor Blum ) 


In 1768 Ruspiin published his Treatise on the Teeth wlncli was 
remaikahly w'ell iccened, so much so Ihil a nuniliei of editions were 
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printed between that time and 1797 ® He is especially remembered for 
his invention of an improved mouth miiioi, a new means then of dental 
examination, which has come into univeisal use 

We thus leain that Skinner hi ought to this country the best knowl- 
edge of the piofession of that day, which should dismiss the fallacy of 
the widespiead belief that the type of dentistry then practiced m America 
was only quackery Skinner began his practice in Philadelphia early 
in 1789, and one of his earliest advei tisements appeared m the Federal 
Gazette on IMarch 6 

“SKINNER (Dentist) 

Mr Skinner, Dentist, — Two doors below Dock in Second-street 
— Transplants natural and artificial Teeth, from a single Tooth to a 
complete sett, those transplanted grow as firm in the jaw, and are 
equally as useful as the original teeth — The artificial are of a peculiar 
kind, the enamel of vhicli is as beautiful as they upon the human 
teeth, they do not change their colour, neither can they be distin- 
guished by strict inspection from natural teeth Mr Skinner being 
perfectly acquainted with the practice and remedies of one of the 
most eminent and skillful Dentists in London, engages to cure, in a 
few moments, that excruciating pain proceeding from carious teeth, 
without extracting them He demands no compensation for any 
operation that does not equal the most sanguine expectations 

Federal Gazette, (Phila ) no 135, March 6, 1789 ” 

Here he lemamed until 1791 when he moved to New York City 
At fiist he was located at 27 John Sheet On July 15 and August 6 he 
had a lengthy notice in the New York Weekly Museum, part of which 
reminds us of some of the claims made toda}-^ 

“SKINNER, 

Suigeon Dentist, 

Respectfully informs the Ladies and Gentlemen of New-York, 
and the Public in general, that he has been a pupil of one of the most 
eminent practitioners of that profession in London, that he trans- 
plants natural, and substitutes artificial teeth, from a single tooth to 
a complete whole set Those transplanted grow as firm in the jaw as 
the original teeth The artificial are of a peculiar kind, the enamel of 
which IS as beautiful as that upon the human teeth, they neither 
change their colour, nor can they be distinguished by the strictest 
inspection from the natural, they are substituted without extracting 
the old stumps, or giMng the least pain in the operation 

He cleans and restores the teeth to their original whiteness, and 
the breath to its natural sweetness, by removing the tartar which by 
negligence and inattention collects upon the teeth, insinuates itself 
under the gums, separates them from the teeth, and is the first cause 
of introducing those -vitiated juices, or scorbutic humours commonly 
called the scur^j, an evil that ought to be immediatelj removed, and 
an object that should be particularly noticed and remedied by all 
classes of people 
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He peifoinis e\ei5' openlion incident to dentition, and engages 
to cine in n fe^^ minutes the most excruciating pain proceeding from 
carious teeth, ^Mthout exti acting them 

He demands no fee foi performing anj operation that does not 
equal the most sanguine expectations 

Skinnci ’s DENTIFRICE POWDER and TINCTURE for the Teeth 
and Gums (composed of such medicinal preparations as are adapted 
to the preser\ ation of these parts) bj persevering in the daily use of 
them, will pi eser^ e the teeth from decay, the gums in health, and the 
breath pure, they are pleasant to the taste, and destructive to nothing 
but disease Sold at the Dentist’s Rooms, No 27, John-street, opposite 
the Play House 

NB The indigent, afflicted with pains in the teeth, %\ill be 
relies ed gratis ” 

On August 13 and September 17 there was a brief notice in the 
same newspapei, stating that he “will give one guinea each for live front 
teeth, and a geneious puce foi anj" quantity' of dead fiont teeth ” The 
dead teeth weie not only foi tiansplantation, but weie inserted m carved 
ivory blocks to take the place of the natural ones, a piactice then gen- 
erally common in the piofession A photograph of an actual specimen 
IS to he found in Chapter XVI on Gieenwood’s i elation to Washington 
(Fig 116) 

From August 15 to April 21, 1792, the following notice was carried 
in the Weekly Museum Here again we are reminded of the slogan 
adopted by the piofession a few j'ears ago “A Clean Tooth Never 
Decays ” 


“SKINNER, 

Surgeon Dentist, 

WITH sentiments of gratitude acknowledges the patronage he Ins 
hitherto been honored with in the line of his profession, and respect- 
fully informs his friends and the public, that he vill assiduouslj 
study to merit every favor 

It IS an indisputable truth that a clean, regular, sound set of 
teeth, contribute greatly to the beauU of the face, that thej are indis- 
pensibly necessary to the preseri ation of a clear and distinct pro- 
nunciation, as well as useful in mastication, Mr Skinner engages 
to furnish e\en those who haae been so unfortunate as to loose the 
whole of their teeth with any number from a single tooth to a corn- 
pleat whole set, those he transplants grov as firm in the jav as the 
original teeth, the artificial are substituted vithout extracting the old 
stumps, or giMng the least pain in the operation 

He cleanses and restores the teeth to their oiiginal vhiteness and 
the breath to its natural sweetness, b\ remoMng the tartar, which b\ 
negligence and inattention collects upon the teeth, insinuates itself 
under the gums, separates them from the teeth, e\entualh occasions 
their loosening and falling out of Hit jaw, and is the first cause of 
introducing those Mtiatcd juices or scorbutic humors commonh called 
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the scurvy, evils that ought to he early noticed and remedied by all 
classes of people 

Mr Skinner’s intimate knowledge of the practice and remedies of 
one of the most eminent Dentists in London, enables him to give 
permanent relief in a few minutes, from the most excruciating pain 
proceeding from carious teeth without extracting them, his very low 
charges (from what has heretofore been demanded) for operations 
upon the teeth, must be satisfactory (it is presumed) to every person 
who pleases to consult him, he demands no fee for performing any 
operation that does not equal the most sanguine expectations 

Skinner’s DENTIFRICE POWDER and TINCTURE for the Teeth 
and Gums composed of such medicinal preparations as are particu- 
larly adapted to the preser\ation of those parts by persevering in the 
daily use of them, (after the tartar is extracted) will give the teeth 
a beautiful whiteness, preserve the gums in health, and the breath 
pure, thejf are pleasant to the taste, and destructive to nothing but 
disease Sold by most of the apothecaries, stationers and perfumers 
in New-York, and the proprietor. No 27, John-street, opposite the 
Play House, with directions, price 2/6 each 

N B The indigent, afllicted with pains in the teeth, will be 
relieved gratis 

New York, August 15, 1791 ” 

Richard Cor t [Ian] d Skinner’s positron is unique in Ameiican den- 
tistry for he was the first dentist to ask and receive an official position 
in a medical institution and was likewise the first to publish a dental 
book in this country Shortly after the founding of the Dispensary of 
New York in 1791, it appears that Skinner offered his services to the 
institution so that the teeth of the indigent of the ctiy might be properly 
cared foi According to page 24 of his Treatise on the Human Teeth, 
1801, this offer was accepted and the first dental clinic was established 
The following copy is the certified statement 

“Copy of Certificate given by the Board of Managers of the Dis- 
pensary of the City of New-York, to the Author 

New-York, September 2, 1792 

Sir, 

The Board of Managers of the Dispensary received yours ad- 
dressed to them, — they directed me to acquaint you of the acceptance 
of your otTers, in such cases as may be of avail to the Dispensary 
It gives pleasure. Sir, to find that an institution founded upon such 
motives, will meet with your benevolent attention 

I am. Sir, with respect, 

your obed’t Servant, 

Wm Cock, Secr’y 

Mr Skinner Surgeon Dentist ” 

It IS interesting to learn that as early as this, the medical profession 
recognized the value of dental service in hospitals, and introduced the 
dental clinic as part of their routine Today this service plays an 
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important pait m hospital routine In J\Iay of 1792, he occupied the 
quarters at 56 William Street, from which John Greenwood had moved, 
and the following year was located at 47 Nassau Street near Beekman, 
next door to the Dispensary 

Besides hemg engaged in the practice of dentistry, according to the 
advertisements of May 19 and July 28 (New York Weekly), he “substi- 
tutes artificial ej^es in such a manner, as to hide the deformitj" occasioned 
hj' the loss of an eye., and which cannot be distinguished by strict inspec- 
tion from the natural eye He demands no fee for performing anj 
operation, unless it equals the most sanguine expectations ” 

Skinnei evidently made New York his permanent headquarters 
and from there visited other cities for indefinite periods 

According to a lengthy advertisement m the Baltimore Daily Intelli- 
yencer, April 1, 1794, where Skinner practiced several weeks, he remarks 
that he was “honored with the appointment of Dentist, to the Dispensary 
of New York on September 30, 1791 ” This would make it a j'ear earlier 
than the date mentioned m his book and almost immediatelj" after its 
founding From this and his other advertisements he further states 
“poor people afflicted with complaints in the teeth and gums, will be 
attended at the dispensai}'. Hospital, Alms-house, or at the house of 
the operator, and relieved gratis A request from any Physician or 
surgeon of this city, or any of the superintendents, trustees, or ofiicial 
visitors of either of those benevolent institutions, will he immediately 
attended to, and assistance given free of anj" expense ” 

From this, one finds that the clinic service was not onh gnen at 
the Dispensary, hut likewise included the Hospital and the Alms-house 
The latter part of his statement shows that some form of social serMce 
was also introduced so that only the needj*^ received this gratuitous 
service 

Besides being engaged in the practice of dentistry, according to 
the above advertisement, he was “the only operator m America that 
can Substitute or Set Aitificial Ejes, and as the defoiniit} occasioned 
by the loss of an Ej'e is very great, those peisons ^^ho ha%e been so 
unfortunate maj'^ now avail themselves of this fa^orahlc opportunit} 
of having it leplaced in so curious a manner, as cannot possihlj he dis- 
tinguished, hj stiict examination, from the oiiginal, and in main cases 
without a painful sensation To demonstrate to the doubtful the prac- 
ticability of this operation, he has prepared or fitted one for the Orlnls 
of his own Cianium oi Head, sshich he ^Mll chearfulh sliou to ans person 
who will do him the honor to call and mcv it, at the same tunc 'mII 
be piesented (Gratis) to esers applicant, a small Treatise upon tlic 
Human Tectb, attention to which, will olniate e\er\ Disease incident 
to the Teeth and Gums ” 
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Until now the fiist dental woik published in Ameiica was supposed 
to have been Skinnei’s “Treatise on the Human Teeth" in 1801 Appar- 
ently this was pieceded by a pievioiis edition, not copyrighted, as early 
as 1794, according to the above notice This same “presentation” appears 
in several other notices, as in 1796, so theie can he little doubt of its 
existence Howevei, so fai no one has lepoited a copy of this edition 

On Novembei 5, 1795, we find him in Hudson, for in the Hudson 
Gazette of that date he stated that he would remain at least a week 
On Maich 26, 1796, the “Norfolk (Virginia) Herald” leported that he 
would remain theie for “eight or ten days” Both of these advertise- 
ments read like his Baltimoie announcement, so need not he repeated 
On his way hack to New Yoik, he again visited Philadelphia, according 
to the “Federal Gazette” Septembei 13, 1796 

Beginning with 1800, Skinnei became a constant visitor to Hartford, 
Conn , for in the Hartford Courant, Septembei 29, he wiote “The most 
majestic formed person, possessing the piopoitions, features, symmetry 
and complexion of a Venus, oi Adonis, with all the fascinating charms 
of the Graces, b}’’ exhibiting a set of irregulai, black oi rotten teeth, 
will, in a great measuie, lose the wonderful effect their charms and 
accomplishments would otheiwise inspire” On October 5, 1801, he 
again was in Haitford wheie “in consequence of the Yellow Fever in 
New York he will continue until the 24th ” He also had “for sale his 
Treatise on the Human Teeth ” 

In Septembei, 1802, he was married at Hartford, Conn, “by the 
Rev Ml Flint, to Miss Mary Whiteman, daughter of the late Rev 
Elnathan Whiteman of the same place,” and according to the Hartford 
Courant, he evidently remained in that city until October 18 

“Dr Skinner, Suigeon Dentist, respectfully informs the Ladies 
and Gentlemen of Hartford and its vicinity that he positively departs 
for New York on Monday the 18th inst He presents the warmest 
effusions of a grateful heart to those persons who have at any time 
honored him with their patronage, and assures them it is one of the 
most pleasing consolations of his life that he has in all cases endeav- 
ored to merit the unequivocal approbation and gratification of those 
persons who have heen pleased to employ him The extensive and 
successful practice he has enjoyed in New York and Connecticut for 
twelve years past justifies the presumption that he has given general 
satisfaction to his professional capacity Should any case occur how- 
ever contrary to this expectation, he will even feel it not only a 
pleasure hut an indisputable duty to exhibit an accomodating disposi- 
tion and accede to all reasonable requests, by gi\ing every applicant 
even more than the full ^ alue of his fee ” 

Again on December 18, 1805, he announced 

“Dr Skinner is the only operator in America who substitutes or 
sets artificial teeth After the first operation his old customers will 
only be charged one-half the rate ” 
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Following in Gieenwood’s steps he adveitised in the New York 
Citii Dircclorii on June 25, 1802, at whieh time he lesided at No 64 
Fail Sheet 



RS C: ^SKtNf^ER, ‘ 



SURGEON DENTIST to the CITY DISPENSARY, J 

' "1 

Prescmts the warmest effifions of a grateful hcirt to thoC: perfonsi 

‘who ha\e honored him with their patronage, particularly to the Clrcrajj 
ical and Medical profefTors of Columbia College, and many of the Phy* 
llaaii': and Surgeons of this Ci^r, and refpeftfully informs them, and 
hhc publican general, that to merit ibc approbation, and.gratify tljo 
thcwiflicsbf e\CTy mdividual who may pleafe to employ him in his 
profcfiional capacity, will be the grcatestpleafure of his life. He per-i 
loriiis every operation incident to the teeth and gums thelubstitutiop^ 
or fetting of artificial teeth, eyes, note, legs, £tc. &c. and demands no 
fee for his lervices) unlels his periormances equal thofe of any other op^^ 
era tor on earth — ^ ^ 

Poor peopli afBiiSlcd with complaints m the teetli aqd gmns will be 
attended at the Dispenfary, Hofpital, Alins hoiife or Pnfon, and at the 
houfc of the operafor, No, 64, Fair,^trcet, and relieved 
A request from any Phyfician, of Surgeon of this city, or any of tlicSu^, 
penntendents, or official Vifitors of either qf thofe Institutions, will be,' 
iJttjnKdiatcIy attended to, and aflistance given free of any cxptnTe, j 
, New-York, June i8oi# 


Fig 109 — Adiertisement of Richard Cort[lan]d Skinner, as it appeared m the New 

York City Directory for 1802 


Even in those earlj' days professional espiit de corps was not always 
a guarantee against unpleasant comments upon individual methods of 
piactice and the consequent bitterness of feeling which criticisms of 
this kind are pi one to engender It seems that one of Skinner’s patients 
subsequentlj’^ fell into the hands of Gaidette, and the stiictures which 
he uttered upon the nature of the w'ork and the character of the operator, 
togethei wnth the use of the teim “a wheel-ljaiiow%” which he used in 
a contemptuous w^aj" of i\Ii Skinnci, so aioused the lattei that he insti- 
tuted a suit foi slander against Gaidette, the whole issue m the case 
turning upon the “wdieelhariow'” incident 

We have aheady alluded to Skmnei’s Treatise on the Human Teeth 
of 1801, as snpposedlj being the first dental woik wiilten and published 
by a dental piactilionci in this coimtr\ Appaientlj an edition in some 
othei foim had picMously been published about 1704, as aliead\ staled, 
and then enlaigcd, foi on the 25 of Apiil, 1801, we find that Ihc applica- 
tion foi a copjiight was applied for The hook was not aclu ilK for 
sale until Tune 20 Just as the fiist e\clusi\e contrihiilion to denial 
hlcialuie, the often punted Zene Artznci, 1530-1576, was wTillen and 
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intended for the laity and not for the piofession, so was the first pub- 
lished dental work in this country 

A Treatise on the Human Teeth is a pamphlet of only twenty-six 
octavo pages, wiitten, as were many like publications before and since, 
as an advertisement of its author There was no intention of helping 
piofessional confreres, but a desire to educate the public in oral hygiene 
principles Inasmuch as these books contained much information the 
public should know, and were undoubtedly the means of bringing to 
the notice of many the resources of dental science for arresting den- 
tal disorders and repairing injuiy, such works may be commended 
Although strictly speaking an authoi’s adverisement, this little work 
was well within recognized ethical lines, subsequent American writers 
have no cause to be ashamed of this initial work, nor of its author, the 
founder of Ameiican dental literature 

This woik IS exceedmglj’^ rare, and a brief resume of its contents 
may on that account be of inteiest The author, in his preface, wrote 

“Whate\ er are the merits or defects of this little production, the 
importance of the subject treated of, as respects everj' individual, it 
IS presumed, will not be denied The author has endeavored to com- 
bine perspicuity with utilit\, concisely explaining the causes of 
disease and decaj of the human teeth, their remedies, and onlj sure 
and certain method of preservation, etc etc The eminent writers 
on these interesting subjects are too \oluminous and expensive to 
obtain general circulation The humble efforts of the author of tins 
little tract obMates that difficultv It is put into the hands of the 
public for the inconsiderable sum of thirty cents ” 

His brief desciiptions of the structure of the teeth, of the eruption 
of teeth, of then disoideis and the geneial causes of dental decay, of 
the alveoli oi sockets, of scurvy in the gums, of abscesses in the sockets 
or gums, of the tartar and septic acid, and directions for extracting 
teeth, are in accord with accepted ideas current at the time he wrote 
His advice to parents and guardians of children regarding the teeth of 
those undei their chaige, while brief, was to the point, for in his "Adver- 
tisement to the Public” he continued 

“The humble parent of this little infant, claims no exclusive 
merit for the knowledge he wishes to communicate, ardently desirous 
of rendering some service to Society, and uninfluenced by expecta- 
tions of remuneration, he ushers it into the world with a full con- 
Mction of the importance of the subject, and humbly hopes the mantle 
of charity xvill be thrown o^er its defects, and that the subject treated 
of, will both merit and receive the attention of all classes of people 
As experience, (the unerring touchstone of truth) daily demonstrates 
the fatal effects of negligence ” 

He then began his treatise 

“It IS an incontroi ertible truth, that a clean, regular, sound set 
of teeth contribute greatlj to the beauty of the human phjsiognomy, 
that Ihej are indispensibly necessary to the preservation of a clear 



RICHARD CORl [LAN]D SKINNER 


279 


A 

TREATISE 

ON THE 

HUMAN TEETH, 

concisely explaining their structure 


And cause or 

DISEASE AND DECAY 

To which IS added, 

THE MOST SENEFICIAl. AWO EErECTOAt, METHOD or 
TflEATlHC ALU OISORDCRS IHCIDEMTAU TO THE 
TECTH and GUMS, WITH CIRECTIOHS fOR 
THEIR JUDICIOUS EXTRACTION, AND 
PROPER NODE OF PRESERVATtOH 
INTERSPERSEO WITH OBSERVATIONS INTERESTING TO, ANO 
WORTHY the attention OF EVERY INDIVIDUAL 


5j/ R C SKINNER. 

Surgeon Deni IS I 


NEW-YORK 

Printed by johnson td stryker, No ag Cold Sired, 
FOa TH E AUTHOR 


1801 

Copy-Right secured 

Fig 110 — Title page of the first printed dental book in America, 1801 (though 
Skinner states that previous editions in 1794 and 1796 “would be gisen gratis to everv 
applicant ” So far, copies of these editions hate not come to light ) 
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and distinct articulation, and formed by Nature for masticating and 
pieparing the food for digestion, the preservation of them is, there- 
fore, iinquestionablv of consequence, and woithj the attention of 
evei y human being ” 

The woik consisted of only 26 pages, divided into the following 
subj ects 

Of the Stiucture of tlie Teeth 
Of the Eruption of the Teeth 

Of the Disoiders of the Teeth, and General Causes of Decay 
Of the Caries, or Decay of the Teeth 
Of the Alveoli, or Sockets 

Of the Scurvj in the Gums, commonly so called 
Of Abcesses in the Sockets or Gums 
Of the Tartar and Septic Acid 
Directions for Extracting Teeth, &c 

He spoke of the distiess which frequently accompanied the eiuption 
of the wisdom teeth, owing to want of loom in the jaws, which he said, 
“must be borne a consideiable time, or the tooth exti acted to obtain 
ease” He stiongly advised “laceiating or cutting the gum down to the 
teeth,” to relieve the disoideis attending difficult dentition of infants, 
and combated the idea that the resulting cicatiix would later occasion a 
moie difficult eiuption of the teeth He concluded his admonitions 
enfoicmg the impoitance of cleanliness of the teeth and then suiround- 
mgs m the following words “It is an established pimciple fiom tune 
immemoiial, among the ancients as well as modems, that cleanliness 
contributes to health If this theory is admitted (which it is piesumed 
no peison will deny), it incontestably proves that its application to the 
teeth and gums, as constituent parts of the body, is as necessaiy as to 
the face, hands, feet, oi tiunk ” Caries, he wrote, “may aiise from either 
internal oi external causes and may be divided into soft and dry” This 
was an accepted theoiy at that time He said further “In all cases 
wheie a decay is perceptible, the lotten pait should be thoroughly and 
judiciously removed, and the cavity perfectly and solidly filled with 
gold, silver, or lead-foil, prepared for that purpose If the decay has 
penetrated to the neive ot the tooth, and pain ensues, it must neveithe- 
less be thoioughly remox'^ed, the nerve effectually destroyed, and the 
cavity filled as befoie mentioned, or the tooth extracted, otherwise acid 
and saline pai tides will enter the hole or cavity of the tooth originally 
filled with the neive oi cord, wound its membranes, and probably pro- 
duce an abscess in the socket and gum ” 

Diseases, he continued, “sometimes aiise in the sockets xvhen the 
teeth aie perfectly sound, these proceed either fiom a constitutional 
cause, or a natural effect taking place prematurely The former may 
be removed by piopei coirective prescriptions, frequent scarifying, or 
bleeding the gums, and externally applying antiscorbutic and astringent 
medicines The latter is seldom, perhaps never, cured It generally 
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occasions a total loss of the teeth contiguous to the diseased pait This 
disease begins lij a s\asting of the alvcolai piocesses at the edges of 
the socket, which giadually pioceeds to the hoUom, the gum loses its 
connection with the ahcolai pioccss and the neck of the tooth, assumes 
a livid appeal anco, and continuallj' dischaigcs pus fiom the diseased 
suifaces, the teeth affected at length become evtiemely loose, and at 
last diop out” 

He concluded his tieatise ivith a shoit chaptei upon extracting 
teeth, and fiom his diiectioiis one would infei that he used foiceps 
foi his opciation He stiongly adiocatcd saving the teeth He said, 
“A tooth with one fang oi loot, that gives pain fiom an} othei cause 
than an abscess, can easily be cuied and lendeied serviceable, often- 
times, dining a peison’s life It W'ould be bad piactice to extiact a 
fiont tooth 01 stump, because it w’ould lemove and destroy the solid 
base, iiidispensalily necessaiy foi the firm seciuity and masticating use 
of an aitificial tooth, which may be set to Aery gieat adiantage w’here 
theie IS a solid stump standing ” 

His kindly disposition is eiidenced by the folloiving paiagraph 

“Poor people afThcled with complaints m the teeth and gums, 
wall be attended to at the dispensary, hospital, almshouse, or at the 
house of the operator, No C4 Fair Street, and reheied gratis A 
request from any phjsician or surgeon of this citj, or anv of the 
superintendents, trustees, or oflicial Msitors of either of those beneio- 
lent institutions, will be immediatelj attended to, and assistance gnen 
free of anj expense ” 

This kind offer is duly acknowdedged by the Boaid of Managers of 
the Dispensary of the City of New Yoik, on Septembei 2, 1792 

NVe infer, fiom a perusal of the following, that the author did not 
confine his labors exclusively to dental surgery 

“ESTABLISHED FEES 

For setting an artificial eye, nose, or ear, — 3 guineas each 
For setting an artificial flexible leg, perfectly to mutate nature in 
muscular motion — 4 guineas each 
For setting a common cork leg — 3 guineas 

Transplanting a tooth xvliich grow's firm in the head — 3 guineas each 
Grafting, or setting human teeth in any w'ay on gold — 4 dollars each 
Grafting, or setting human teeth on siher — 3 dollars each 
Fixing and setting best artificial teeth, on gold springs or pilots — 2 
dolls 50 cents 

Grafting or setting (any xvaj) artificial teeth of second qualitj — 2 
dollars each 

Grafting or setting third qualitj — doll 50 cents 
Grafting or setting fourth quality — 1 dollar 

Filing, eradicating caries (or rotten parts), or filling ca\it\ with 
siher — or lead-foil — 50 cents each 
Filling cavity xMtli gold — 1 dollar each 
Extracting teeth abroad — 1 dollar each 
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For extracting teeth at Ins own house — 50 cents each Children’s 
teeth, half price 

Eradicating tartar, and cleaning the teeth, from 1 to 3 dollars each 
set, in proportion to their situation ” 

In concluding, he said 

“R C Skinner embraces this opportunity of acknowledging the 
very great obligation he feels himself under to several medical 
gentlemen of this city, who have particularly honored him with their 
patronage He presents them (and eiery other person who has either 
patronized or employed him) the warmest effusions of a grateful 
heart, a heart that will ever feel, and acknowledge (while its pulsa- 
tions continue) every obligation and fa\or, either from individuals 
or the public 

“The public are further respectfully informed, that in any and 
every case, where part, or the whole of the teeth are decayed and 
lost, new ones may be substituted or set, even if there is neither tooth 
nor stump standing in the head, from a single tooth to a complete 
whole set Even poor people may enjoy the luxury of possessing a 
good set of front teeth, as some are set as low as one dollar each 
“New York, June 20, 1801 ” 

Taking it all in all, this unpretentious little pamphlet by Mi Richard 
Cort[lan]d Skinner, Suigeon Dentist, of New Yoik, pioneer dental 
writei of the United States, well holds its own when compaied with 
the best of its class and time 

Accoiding to the newspapers of June 7, 1834, Skinner was still prac- 
ticing in New York City, and the City Directory for that year states 
he was located at 20 Park Place The directories after that 3’’ear do not 
contain his name, therefore we might presume he died in 1834, after 
a period of forty-six years spent in active practice m that city 
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CHAPTER XV 


CHARLES WILLSON PEALE (1741-1827) 


W E ne\l conic in (oucli with a dislinguislied cliaiacter in Ameiican 
liistoi}, Cliailcs Willson Peale, of Philadelphia, who seems to 
ha^e heen a kind of iiniveisal genius Peale was hoin at Chester, 
on the eastern shoie of Maiyland, Apiil 16, 1741, thus being thiee j-^ears 
the junioi of West and Copley His genius was of a vei j veisatile nature, 
being, as his hiogiaiihei sajs,^ a “hainess-niakei, clock and watch- 
iiiakei, silvei smith, paintei in oil, cia 3 on and mmiatuie, moulded the 
glasses and made the shagieen cases foi the latter, was a soldier, legis- 
lator, lecturer and preserver of animals, whose deficiencies he supplied 
hj making glass eyes and artificial limbs, constructed for himself a 
violin and guitar , modelled in claj% wax and plaster, and was the first 
dentist in this country who made sets of enameled teeth ” Not until he 
vas twent 3 '’-si\ 3 ears of age, did he turn his attention to painting in oil 
“Encouraged h 3 ' the material aid of several gentlemen of Annapolis, he 
was enabled to proceed to London, and pursued his studies m the Royal 
Academy during the 3 'ears 1780-81, under the direct tuition of Benjamin 
West, who ever took much interest in his countr 3 Tnen Returning home, 
he followed his profession with great success, painting portraits of the 
great men of that great era, which today are regarded as almost price- 
less legacies After the close of the war, Peale painted assiduousl 3 ’^ in 
Philadelphia, and in 1795 commenced the great museum which bore 
his name The large collection of portraits formerly in Barnum’s estab- 
lishment was formed 63 "^ this C W Peale The building in Philadelphia, 
near the site of the Continental Hotel, was burned down, and the princi- 
pal contents of Peale’s museum of that city were transferred to Mr 
Barnum In 1791, he made the fiist effoit m Ameiica to found an 
academy of design, where native artists might study and have their 
productions placed on exhibition for public approval Though his first 
attempt did not prove successful, the tireless worker tried again, and 
m 1809 succeeded so well with his plans that he achle^ ed the establish- 
ment of the Philadelphia Academy of Fine Arts, and lived to see it 
become a noble monument to his efforts He and his son, Rembrandt, 
furnished upwards of one hundred original paintings He also contri- 
buted to seventeen exhibitions of the Academ 3 ' ” 


283 



284 


HISTORY OF DENTISTRY IN AMERICA 



Fig 111 — The Artist in his Museum bj Qnrles Willson PeMe (Reproduced by 
courlesj of the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts ) 
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II was he wlio discovcied llic mastodon in Viiginia, and expended 
o^el ?o,000 to dclnei it to Plnladelplna, wlieie it became the beginning 
of the famous Pcale Natural History Museum, which then was a gigantic 
undei taking of its kind It contained two bundled prepared specimens 
of animals, one thousand buds and foiii thousand huttei flies Like 
Rodiigues Otlolengui, he enjojed the beautiful and vaiied forms of the 
butteiflj The museum also contained tliousands of insects and many 
thousands of fishes and exhibits of watei life He was a student of 
natuie and published many woiks peitaining to ait and aichitecture, 
and his wiitings, as well as his contiibutions to other scientific fields, 
illustiate his bioad and liheial disposition The invention of plaster of 
pans, when mixed with lime, sand and marble dust, employed to lestore 
incomplete statues, is ci edited to Charles Willson Pcale and is still used 
today It Avas this same talented and cultured man who gaA^e to the 
dental piofession the incoipoiation of platinum in porcelain AAork, and 
this contiibution to picsent ait woik in porcelain shading, an aid to 
dental piogiess as AA^ell, has deser\^ed greater consideiation It is a 
stiange coincidence that he aaAio was so deeply inteiested in the life 
of Washington, should have died on the birthdaA’^ of the great general, 
Februaiy 22, 1827 

In the hiogiaphical sketch quoted in the opening paragraph of this 
chapter, theie has come doAAm to us the information that Charles Willson 
Peale AA^as also a dentist, but there is little to substantiate this 

Rembrandt Peale (1778-1860), in an edition of tlie New American 
Encyclopedia- AATote 

“My father, Charles W Peale, at an early age losing his teeth, 
supplied himself amUi artificial ones made of lA'ory, as usual But 
about the year 1807, reading in the newspapers some account of Avhat 
Avas then called ‘mineral teeth,’ he employed himself in making many 
experiments to ascertain the best composition — procuring the finest 
Chinese clay, silex, and platina filings, constructed furnaces, muffles, 
etc , moulded teeth and gums in Avax, made casts in plaster and brass, 
beat the gold plates into form, made platina Avire and gold springs, 
and finally furnished himself and some of his friends with the first 
porcelain teeth that Avere made in America ” 

He furnished his son, Rembrandt Peale, with a set in 1806, and 
final!}’ gave instruction of his methods to Mr Barabins, a dentist of that 
city 

To A A Plantou, must be accorded the credit of initiating here an 
art which has since attained almost gigantic pioportions® It is almost 
equally proved that Charles W Peale was the next after Plantou to 
manufactuie mineral teeth His first teeth were made aaiHi holes through 
them for riA’eting to the plates, as he had been accustomed to do with 
teeth of animal substances These proAung inefficient, he then placed 
platinum wire in the composition befoi e firing It (See Vol I, Fig 172) 
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The next piincipal expeiimenter, Samuel W Stockton, who commenced 
his expel iments in 1825, stated 

“It may be sufficient to say that during the 18tli century or in 
Washington’s lifetime Peale’s only interest in the subject was confined 
to supplying Ins own needs when such dental aid was not available 
His correspondence indicates that he, like others, similarlj resource- 
ful, undertook to carve teeth from bone or ivory to be fitted to the 
roots or to plates and in some cases using the teeth of animals 
adapted to the purpose 

“It was not until his latter years in 1822 that being dissatisfied 
with a set made for him by Plantou, the dentist, and having found 
that bone and ivory teeth were subject to decay he determined to 
discover the composition of enamel teeth then said to be used in 
France and attempted to make a set for himself 

“Shortly afterwards he wrote that he was ‘riding a new Hobby’ 
having installed a small furnace in his house and was ‘making assays 
at Porcelain Teeth ’ In the meantime it seems tint he had ‘to recourse 
to Hogs and Cows Teeth to be comfortable ’ He mentioned that 
Plantou had been assisted by a Dr Mead in his work and that he was 
extravagant in his charges He seems to ha^e been in correspondence 
with a certain Dr Hasfield of London in regai d to the methods 
employed in making plates or bottoms, etc and the subject of his 
experiments fill much space in his correspondence and note books 
When he finally succeeded in making porcelain teeth for himself 
and other members of his family, the advantages of their use seemed 
so great that he considered it a duty to humanity to offer assistance 
to others who might benefit by his accomplishment in this field This 
ho^^ e^ er was at the close of his long life when he was not encouraged 
by his family to undertake such activities 

“Peale has been credited with many vocations, including den- 
tistry, based upon the hobbies of his old age or his interest in applied 
art and science chiefly after he had retired from portrait painting ’’ 

The following is the story as found in the biography of Charles 
Willson Peale, and sent to us by his gieat grandson, Charles Coleman 
Sellers of New London, Conn,® who now, (1932) possesses the oiiginal 
Peale manuscript ® 

“Another work now engaged his attention, having spent an 
abundance of time in making artificial teeth of different animal sub- 
stances, first of l^ory, then sea-cows, sea-horse, of which he had 
made a considerable number of wdiole setts besides pieces of dificien- 
cies of teeth where a few teeth only was W'anting and finding that 
all those substances very liable to decay and thus become offensive 
besides the great loss of time, by a repitician of the w'ork, winch 
made him try to find a harder substance in Horses and Cows teeth, 
of which he made a great number of Teeth but the hardest of teeth 
he found belonged to Hogs, but they could lery seldom be had suffi- 
cienth large, the sea-horse has an enamel that is extremely hard 
^ er^ lasting, but the enamel is only a thin coat, and the honey jiart 
decajs quite as fast as i^ory Therefore the Enamel although so 
extremely hard soon looses the support of the bone, all gramini\oroiis 
animals ha^e their teeth of enamel and bone alternatelj and perpen- 
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diculai , foi tlie wise purpose of grinding their food, and he dissected 
the grinders of the cos\s teeth, cspecnlh of old cows, the enamel 
of them arc prcl\ hard, tlic shape of the dnided tooth is of a con- 
^cnlcnt SI7C corrisponding the si/e wanted for the grinders of human 
teeth, and cuting tcctli of the same animal are tolerable ^\ell adapted 
to the sire of tlie Iniman teeth, and with such he made many sets 
of tolerable appearance, the mode of executing them for himself 
and otlicis, was first to foim a plate of pure sihcr to fit the gums 
exaeth and then to solder a thin plate round each plate that flitted 
the gums in a peipcndicular position on the front of this plate the 
teeth IS meted — a single riict was generally sufiicient, and to put 
springs to keep the teeth in their place, he w'as much indebted to his 
friend Jlr John Dorse\, Mr Dorsey’s invention of springs greatly 
supciior to an^ inicntion before used, as thc> permited the jaw's to 
open their full extent and also c^cry grinding motion, and although 
his springs is long which is essential as a spring, jet they sett close 
to the checks without causing an^ irritation, and a round head button 
on each side of the upper and under jaw' in their proper place to 
which the springs clasped When his son Rembrandt w'ent to France 
he sent bj him Mr Dorsej’s in\ention of springs desiring him to 
present to the first Dentist in Pans those springs w'lth the impression 
that he was -sciiing them w’lth a \aluable discoiery. General Arm- 
strong directed Rembrandt to Mr Maur> and when he waited on that 
noted Dentist he told Rembrandt that he thought the springs which 
he used x\as %ery perfect, then Rembrandt told him that his father 
had no other object than to ser\c him with what he conceded xvas a 
^aluable improicment in Springs, Mr Maurj' said he would try them, 
and in about 2 w'ceks that Dentist called at Rembrandt’s lodgings to 
inform him that on trial of Mr Dorsej’s iniention he had found it 
superior to any other 

“The decaj of all animal substances for artificial Teeth is a 
serious objection to them because they require to be frequentlj’’ 
renewed and amongst other substances he once made use of the 
Chama, and this shell made the most beautiful Teeth, and wms tolera- 
bly hard, but so liable to be acted on by acids, that in lesss than 6 
months the teeth made of it became porus, the acids of food made 
full of holes, and although the most beautiful at first, the soonest made 
disgusting — and after going through all these trials, he detirmined to 
try to make Porcelain Teeth Mr Plantou a French Gentleman had 
succeeded in making very handsome Porcelain Teeth and obligingly 
offered to make him a set, yet the teeth wdiich he made for him did 
not answer his expectations, and believing he would be able to make 
them to suit himself better, he more resolutely determined to prose- 
cute his enquiries further, and after reading on the art manufactur- 
ing Porcelain and other Potteries, he called on Mr Abraham Millar 
xvho carried on a large Potterj in Phila , and to his unspeakable satis- 
faction he found that Mr Millar had made many experiments in 
making of Porcelain, and was so ^ery obliging as to aid him in this 
important art, and shew^ed him the assays xvhich he had made and 
also ga\e the miterials he had made use of, also the kind offer to 
fire any teeth he might wmnt wuth this i erj encouraging information 
and aid he diligently set to x\ork, first to make them wath holes in 
order to riiet them to the perpendicular plates where he had before 
riveted the teeth made of animal substances, and although in the 
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method they answered tolerably well, yet by the constant use in 
mastication those rivets were loosened and required to be riveted 
occasionaly, on which account he now thought that he must get 
Platina to be put into the composition before firing them, Platina 
being the only metal which will not he destroyed by the heat neces- 
sary to make good Porcelain The giving a glaizing of a natural 
colour of handsome teeth was a difficulty with him for a long time, 
and it IS stated that the Chinese glaize their porcelain with spair, 
which in England they could not accomplish in their attempts at 
making Poiselain The experiments he made was numerous, and 
it was nearly two years before he was satisfied with his labours in 
this line with the obliging aid of his friend Miller At first the con- 
structing a furnace gave much trouble but Mr Millar supplied him 
with one of his manufactory, which has answered perfectly well 
before he got a furnace from Mr Millar, making an assay to fire teeth 
in a furnace he had constructed in the chimney and not being able 
to gain a sufficient heat to vitrify the teeth with chared coal he put 
into the furnace a small quantitj'^ of Lehigh Coal, and it increased the 
heat so much that the Teeth appeared to be fully glaized, and if he 
had then lowered the heat, the success would have been perfect, but 
attending another business the heat most probably increased and 
finally melted the black-lead muffle and teeth all together in one mass 
although this was a serious loss, 5 'et it was satisfactory to know the 
powerful heat which the Lehigh coal will give ” 

The assertion that Charles W Peale was the fiist in America to 
make porcelain teeth which achieved any degiee of perfection, seems 
to have been inspired by a remark his son, Rembiandt, made immediately 
following the fust annual commencement of the Philadelphia College 
of Dental Surgery He said “that his fathei had, after many experi- 
ments, succeeded in making a veiy good imitation of the natural teeth, 
some of which he woie in his own mouth, not only making the teeth but 
mounting them ” Fiom the last lemark it cannot be denied that he did 
make aitificial dentines, hut theie is nothing to indicate that he engaged 
in this field as a dentist It is moie than likely, when painting poi traits, 
that he did this only to restoie a moie natuial appeal ance to the face, 
as in the case of Washington This will be eonsidered in the following 
chapteis, page 318 Chailes W Peale died in his eighty-sixth year, on 
Fehiuaiy 22, 1827 8 
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CHAPTER XVI 


GEORGE WASHINGTON 

His Need for Medical and Dental Care 

S INCE the death of Geoige Washington, more than one hundred and 
foitj -eight jeais have elapsed, and it would seem that this time 
all of the recoids of his life should have been assembled, and that 
nothing new or of any value could now be written regarding this ver- 
satile American It is our intent to present a side of this great man which 
up to the piesent time has been neglected, briefly call to attention some 
interesting points regaiding his health, and especially to his defective 
teeth which often caused Washington considerable trouble and undoubt- 
edly were the basis of many of his illnesses 

Washington knew intimately the best physicians of his generation 
and the more prominent dentists of that period as well As he acquired 
ideas of his own relating to the cause and cure of disease, he had definite 
ideas of what then constituted dentistry and what should be done under 
certain circumstances 


I Washington’s Illnesses 

In his private papers, as well as in his diaries, we find many 
references to his various illnesses The first was m 1751 when he was 
“strongly attacked by small-pox” contracted m the Barbadoes, whither 
he had sailed as a nurse and companion to his brother Lawrence, 
who was seeking a cure for pulmonary tuberculosis He was confined 
for a month to the house Just to what extent his face was scarred 
by this disease is not known, but it could not have been very great, for 
it escaped comment by most of those who later described his appearance 
Washington always exhibited a most energetic attitude toward the 
repeated visit of this scourge upon his plantation and among his soldiers 

Blanton wrote as follows ^ 

“His Revolutionary correspondence with Congress, vith the 
governors of the several states, and with his o\sn subordinates, is full 
of very definite ideas concerning communicability, the need for isola- 
tion hospitals and the amazing success of inoculation The preiention 
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of smallpox in the Continental Army he assumed with the directness 
of one confident whereof he spoke T have been particularly attentive 
to the least symptom of smallpox,’ he wrote, and at another time T 
liaA e therefore determined not only to inoculate the troops now here 
but shall order Dr Shippen to inoculate the recruits as fast as they 
come to Philadelphia ’ He gave over the winter spent at Morristown 
to a general inoculation of the whole army How different was the 
attitude of General John Thomas, who opposed inoculation, saw 
smallpox ravage his command and died of it himself Other opposi- 
tion was closer at hand He had to keep the fact of Jacky Custis’s 
inoculation from the anxious Martha until it was safely oimr, and 
he almost despaired of ever getting her to undergo the ordeal, declar- 
ing ‘She talks of taking the smallpox but I doubt her resolution ’ 

The deed was finally accomplished by Dr John Morgan ” 

Washington consideied the piocedure a very simple one, claiming 
“The whole ait lies m keeping the Patient rathei low in diet, and cool, 
especially at the peiiod of the eruptive fever and my own People 
(not less I suppose than between two and three hundred), getting happily 
thiough it by following these directions, is no Inconsiderable proof of 
it” He belated the Virginia Assembl5'^ in no uncertain teims “Surely 
that Impolitic Act, lestraining Inoculation in Virginia, can nevei be 
continued if I was a Membei of that Assembly, I would rather move 
for a Law to compel the Masters of Families to inoculate every child 
born within a certain limited time under Severe Penalties ” ^ The 
influence of Washington m the pievention of smallpox in America was 
piobably as great as that of Cotton Mather, Benjamin Franklin oi 
Thomas Jefferson 

His second great illness, in 1752, “was a ‘violent plurise’ which 
reduced him very low ” ^ In 1754, in Fredeiicksburg, he consulted Di 
Halkerston His next seiious illness was in June of 1755, while on the 
maich with Geneial Braddock Heie he was suddenly beset with “violent 
feveis and pains” in his head, and had to be left on the load He fretted 
foi nine days and then wrote * 

“I was rehe^ed by the General’s absolutely ordering the phy- 
sicians to gne me Dr James’s powders (one of the most excellent 
medicines in the world), for it gaie me immediate ease, and removed 
my feiers and other complaints in four daj's time” 

On the 9th of July, Biaddock suffered his gieat defeat Of that day 
Washington wrote, “I attended him on hoiseback, veiy weak and low” 

On another occasion (July 18, 1755) when George Washington wiote 
to his mothei, i elating the death of General Braddock, he recounted how 
he luckily escaped, and mentioned that he was the only person left to 
distiibute the Geneial’s ordeis, which he was scarcely able to do, as 
he had only half recoveied from a violent illness that confined him to 
lied and “waggon” for about ten days “I am still in a weak and feeble 
condition I fear, I shall not be able to stir till towards Septembei 
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Two }cais laid this icpoil of Ins lieallh w'as foiw'aided to the Gov- 
cnioi of^ll£;l^la “Foi upw aids of lluec INIonths past Colo Washington 
has lahoin’d iindci a Bloody Flux, about a week ago his Disordei greatlj^ 
incieasd allcndcd wilh had Feveis the day hefoie 3 ^esteiday he was 
seiz'd with Stitches & Molent Pleuietick Pains upon wdiich the Doct’r 
Bled him and jesteidaj he twice leiicatcd the same opeiation”® Four 
months lalci Washington wiole fiom klount Veinon, “I have never been 
able to ictuin to my command mj^ disoidei at times returning 
ohslinatcW upon me, in spile of the cfToits of all the sons of Aesculapius 

At ceitain peiiods I ha^c been icduccd to gieat extiemitj’’, and have 
now' too much icason to appiehend an appioaching decay” From this 
slough of despond he w'as icscued hj' a visit to Williamsburg and the 
excellent seiMces of Di Tohn Amson of that citj On Maich 18, 1768, 
thiee dajs aflei his aimal he acknowdedged that he ‘Svas in a fair w'a}' 
of legammg” his health, and in Decemhei of the same 5 'ear he ariived 
at Winchestei horn the capline of Foil Diiqiiesne again “very much 
indisposed,” so sick m fact, that he w'as not suie of i caching his desti- 
nation in Williamshuig 

The continuous stiain and haid w'oik pioved too much for Wash- 
ington, and he w'as seized wntli so violent an attack of dysentery that 
he was foiced to letiie fiom the Arnij' and hasten to Mount Vernon It 
W'as Apiil hefoie he w'as able to letuin to his command He w'rote “Mj' 
constitution is ceitainlj' greatlj' impaired, and nothing can retrieve 
it, hut the gieatest caie and moie circumspect conduct” 

Again in 1761 he had another phj'sical hreakdow'n, this time from 
a disease common in that section of the countrj' and know'n m Virginia 
as the “liver fevei” and in othei places as “break-bone fever” He suf- 
feied fiom fevei and pains which lasted foi thiee or foui months We 
todaj' recognize the ailment as dengue, w'hich was treated by quinine 
He w'lote on October 20 Uiat the attack had been so violent, but that 
he w'ould “soon be restored I hope to peifect health again I have m 
appeal ance been very near mj' last gasp I once thought the grim 
king w'ould certainly master my utmost efforts thank God, I have 
now' got the better of the disoider He was only tw'cntj'-nme 

5 'ears old, and four serious illnesses had alreadj' threatened his life 

All went well until 1768 On March 3 he recoided in his diarj' 
“Return’d home much disoidered by a Lax, Giipmg and violent strain- 
ing This continued foi a w'eek or moie, Di Rumney making lepeated 
calls ” In September of the same j'eai Washington w'as again under the 
care of Dr Rumney, and in December, consulted Dr William Pasteur 
His later illnesses will be consideied in then piopei chronological order 

The piincipal diugs presciibed at this period w'hich aie lecorded 
in Washington’s account books, w'ere quantities of mustard, bark, sul- 
phui, antimonj', camphor, glaubeis salts, ihubaib, cream of tartar and 
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calomel Judging from the old case books of that day, bleeding, blistering 
and drastic purging with heavy doses of calomel constituted the principal 
routine of medical practice Medication was heroic, both m the character 
of the remedies employed and in dosage Calomel was administered in 
such doses as ten to forty grams, and was not considered effective until 
carried to complete mercurialization Washington had an abiding faith 
in the virtues of quinine Writing to his secretary, Tobias Lear, in 
August, 1798, he cautioned “If you have missed the ague, care and 
Bark is necessary to prevent a i elapse ” Not many days passed 
before he reported to his nephew Bushrod that Dr Craik had “to dose 
me all night on Thursday with Bark”® And Dr Craik gave it m large 
doses and frequently To two of Washington’s nephews he administered 
thirteen ounces m the course of a year Bark was a popular remedy on 
Washington’s plantations, as frequent entries in his account books show 

With such extreme medication with mercurj^ there is little wonder 
that individuals could not escape dental disturbances, and that the early 
loss of teeth was one of the results Washmgon was no exception, and 
having defective teeth, was obliged, in his youth, to patronize dentists 


Rules of Civility 

In his early youth, Washington made it a practice to enter in his 
“copying-books” many of which are still preserved, innumerable entries 
that today prove invaluable in trying to understand his later life In the 
exercise book containing business forms, etc , aie entered the well-known 
“Buies of Civility and Decent Behavior m Company and Conversa- 
tion ” ® According to George Simpson Eddy, they are thought to have 
been published by Benjamin Franklin in 1730, and some ten years later 
copied by Washington from this work Theie aie some 110 rules, many 
of which will be of inteiest to us in this presentation of Washington’s 
care of his teeth and health The fifth rule “If you cough. Sneeze, 
Sigh, or Yawn, do it not Loud, but Privately, and Speak not m your 
Yawning, but put your handkerchief or Hand before your face and turn 
aside” — seems to indicate the welfare of others, and an understanding 
of modern hygiene 

The fifteenth rule “Keep your Nails clean and Short, Also your 
Hands and Teeth Clean, j^et without Shewing any great Concern for 
them ” — His purchases of tooth brushes and dentifrices foi himself and 
family, amply illustrate that he valued this advice 

The tliiitj -eighth lule “In Msiting the Sick, do not Piesenlly Play 
the Physician if you be not knowing therein” — The one luindiedth lule 
“Cleanse not your teeth with the Table Cloth, Napkin, Fork or Knife, 
but if others do it let it be done wt a Pick Tootb” — While the next rule 
in sequence states “Rince not j'our Mouth in the Presence of Others ” 
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Fig 112 — Page from Washington’s Ledger A of March and April, 1772, crediting Wm 
Baker, Surgeon Dentist (Reproduced bj courlesj of the Library of Congress ) 
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Early Dental Difficulties 

WashingtoB’s teeth were troublesome, and as eaily as 1756, when 
he was but 22 3 ’^eais of age, and possiblj'^ eaihei, one of them was 
extracted “From this time toothache, usually followed by the extraction 
of the guilty member, became almost a j^eaily lecurience” as is shown 
in his account books, while his ledger contains many items tj^pified bj' 
“To Dr Watson, di awing a tooth 5/-”^® He was a frequent buyer of 
tooth brushes, tooth powder and washes 

During the period of Braddock’s engagement, we find the fiist 
indication of dental trouble, as a result of the extreme medication he 
received, his frontier fare and the neivous tension undei which he 
woiked 

He was, as his ledgei accounts show, “unusually careful of his teeth, 
the purchases of ‘spunge’ tooth brushes by the dozen foi himself and 
family, of tincture of mjnrh and othei dentifrices and bills, for dental 
work are too numerous to admit of anj’^ other conclusions ” The first 
such entry in Ledger A is that dated November 26, 1755, when he 
employed as a dentist a William Baker It seems, according to a letter 
from Fitzpatrick, that this account of £14 9 was paid by Washington as 
a hat bill, a peculiar method he used of squaiing Baker’s bill against 
him^® Apparently Ins first tooth was extracted in April of 1756, and 
in 1759, George Mercer recorded “his mouth is laige and generally firmly 
closed, but which fiom time to time discloses some defective teeth,” 
while John Hunter, a merchant of London, in 1785, m writing of Wash- 
ington, ohseived “His nose inclines to the aquiline, his mouth is small, 
his teeth are j’^et good and his cheeks indicate perfect health ” From 
that date, one by one he lost the otheis, until in 1789, there remained 
only the lowei light first molai, which Greenwood removed that j'^ear, 
and the lowei left second piemolar The latter was not extracted until 
the j'^ear 1796 

From the various dentuies worn hj-^ Washington, we have attempted 
to reconstiuct his uppei and lower dental arches^® (Fig 113) The 
lowei arch, from the 1789 Greenwood set, shows the left piemolar in 
its propel place, as that of the Piesident’s last tooth The “Peale’s” lower 
also fits exactl}’^ on this model, fuithci confiiming it to have been made 
for Washington Othei facts m confiimation will be considered later 
The upper aich was made fiom fbc uppei denture now m the Baltimore 
College Both models show that at that date, the alveolar processes had 
ahead}' been considerably absorbed, and that little remained to support 
an artificial denture This vould indicate that most of Washington’s 
teeth must have been extiacted many jeais prior to 1789, it would even 
be a ditficult task todaj to consliuct a satisfaclorj upper denluic 
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Tip: 113 — Rcconstniclcd upper and loiter dental arrhes of Washington The loiter 
itith a left premolar tooth in plaec to shoit Washington’s remaining tooth These 
models hnie enabled ns to definitcl) discard seicral so called sets of Washington’s 

dentures (Author’s collection ) 


Accoiding lo T W Toner (1825-1896), Excerpts from Account Book 
of Washington piilthshcd in the Pennsylvania Magazine V 16, 1892, the 
follo\Mng aie the names of some of his dentists Drs Fendall, Spencer, 
Baker and Tohn Greenwood.”^® To these should now be added Jean 
Piciie Le Mayeur, James Gaidette, Charles Willson Peale, the artist, and 
Whitlock Nowheie can we find a substantial lecord to show that Wash- 
ington had the seivice of, oi a set of teeth, made by Paul Revere or 
John Baker, a fact so often i elated by historians 

The next peiiod of gieat difficulty by Washington, as far as his 
teeth were concerned, was between the years 1772 and 1775, just prior 
to the American Revolution Here again his Ledgers “A” and “B” 
repoit the following 


Baker, Mr — Surgeon Dentist — April 6, 1772 

Baker, Dr — a dentist March 11, 1773 

Baker, Dr — Surgeon Dentist — Oct 15, 1773 

Baker, Dr Paid Oct 27, 1773 

Toothbruslies-Paid Oct 26, 1773 

Baker, Dr — Dentifrices Nov 26, 1773 

Baker, Dr — Cash for June 14, 1774 

Baker, Dr • — • Cash Paid Aug 1, 1774 


£ 

4 
1 

5 
3 

1 

15 

1 


5 

6 

5 

4 


Theie are only a few entiies in Washington’s Dianes that i elate 
directly to dental services In fact nowhere is theie a mention of a 
visit by a dentist, as such, throughout these recorded e^ents, and onlj*^ 
by referring to Washington’s account books, (even his Ledgers vere so 
arranged as to eliminate in most cases such cash pajmients) his private 
correspondence, etc , could we connect the diarj"^ entrj"^ and a professional 
visit 
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The meiest hint for the reason for such elimination by Washington 
IS to be found in the letter he wrote to his aide, Lieutenant-Colonel 
William Stephen Smith, from Newburg on May 15, 1783 (This letter 
IS given m full under Le Mayeur) In it he stated, while making inquiry 
regarding a certain dentist “I would not wish that this matter be made 
a parade of, and theiefore give j'ou the trouble of arranging it” 

One such entry m his diary is that dated “1773, — Oct 13 (V 2 p 127) 
Ml Beal went away after breakfast I continued home all day In 
the afternoon Mr Wilhs and my Brothei Chailes came, as also Mr 
Bakei, Suigeon Dentist” The reason Washington remained “home all 
day” IS no doubt explained in the account book entry of October 15, 
“paid to Mr Baker, £5” On seveial occasions where he made such an 
entiy as “home all day” we find there was a cash entiy for dental 
services 

Chailes Willson Peale, m the summer of 1776, painted foi John 
Hancock, a half length portrait of Washington, which clearly shows a 
blemish on the left cheek, said to be tbe result of an abscessed tooth 
This same scai also appeals m the Williams Masonic painting of Wash- 
ington If the artist’s mteipretation be coirect, Washington must have 
had some remaining teeth or roots in the uppei jaw at that date 

Accoidmg to the Dental Office & Laboratory, V 1 July 1887, there 
was a letter, fiist published m The Youth’s Companion, to a film of 
commission merchants m London It reads “Dear Cary” (Washington 
viote to the Senioi member of the firm) “Mrs Washington joins me 
m waim thanks to you foi your considerate present of two laige stone 
jais of pickled tiipe I must ask you to arrange for foui similar jars, 
111 wickei basket casings, packed in outer casks, to be shipped for my 
account direct from the owners Dental infirmity impels me caring for 
this necessary item m oui domestic comissariat ” Unfortunately this 
lettei cannot now be found so that we do not know the exact date Dr 
John C Fitzpatiick has wiitten me as follows 

“I immediately consulted the Youth’s Companion of February 
19, 1885 and February 17, 1887, but neither article contained the 
excerpts quoted from the ‘Dental Office and Laboratory ’ 

“Washington’s dental troubles did not prevent him from ordering 
quantities of Jordan almonds and other candied confections from 
London prior to the Reiolutionaiy War Of course we cannot assert 
that these hard substances x\crc for him, they may well liaie been 
for Mrs Washington and the Custis children as veil as for social 
entertainment and visitors, but an examination of the lists of the 
foods pin chased for Itlount Vernon as veil as the accounts of i.irious 
French officers of the apples, nuts, etc on the table of the Com- 
mander in Chief during the var rather justifies tbe idea tbit Wash- 
ington did not confine himself to soft foods until the last part of bis 
life Rav apples are not easj things to bite and chev vith trouble- 
some or fev teeth ’’ 



Fig 114 — George Washington, age 44 Painted bj Charles Willson Peile in 1776 
On the left cheek may be seen the sear, resulting from an ulcerated tooth Mrs 
George S Whiteside collection (Reproduced bj eourtes) of the Frick Art Reference 

Library ) 
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On March 29, 1781, Washington sent a letter to a Doctor Baker in 
Philadelphia As John was the onlj'^ one hj"^ that name then practicing 
dentistry in Philadelphia, it was evidentlj’^ intended for hun At any 
rate, the letter was intercepted hy the British Geneial Clinton and failed 
to reach Dr John Baker It was held foi geneiations hy Clinton’s faniity 
and IS now in the possession of the William L Clements Library, in the 
Clinton collection at Ann Aihoi, Michigan, and through the courtesy of 
Mr Randolph G Adams, the Librarian, we are able to repuhhsh it It 
reads 

“New Windsor, Mar 29th, 1781 

A day or two ago I requested Colo Harrison to apply to you 
for a pair of Pincers to fasten the wire of my teeth — I hope you fur- 
nished him with them — I now wish you would send me one of your 
scrapers, as my teeth stand in need of cleaning, and I liaAC little 
prospect of being in Philadelphia soon It would come very safe by 
the Post — and in return, the money shall be sent so soon ns I have 
the cost of it — 

I am Sir 

Yr Very Hble Serv 
G Washington” 

In the chaptei on lohn Bakei the photostat copy of this letter is 
reproduced One can easily see that an alteration in the date has been 
attempted The date as given hy pievious authois. May 29, 1781, is 
therefoie incorrect (Fig 32, page 85) 

Apparently Washington was then using some false teeth which were 
wiied m and held in place by a half hitch around remaining solid teeth 
To say that Bakei made a denture foi Washington would merely be 
guess-woik, as theie is no evidence to support this contention in either 
his ledger or account books That he sent foi pincers to tighten the 
wiie about his teeth, as veil as scrapers to cleanse them, is a levelation 
of the dental ways and means of his time 

On December 25, 1782, from Newbiirg, NY, in coiiesponding with 
his brother, Lund, Washington made the following inquii}’^ “In a 
drawer, in the Lockei of my Desk which stands in my study, you will 
find two small teeth, which I beg of you to wiap up caiefully and send 
inclosed in your next Letter to me ” 

Was it Washington’s idea to use these on a dentine then being con- 
structed 7 Neither in Lund Washington’s reply to this letter, nor in the 
next two or thiee letters, does he mention the teeth m any way 

Another indication of Washington’s care of his few remaining teeth, 
IS shown bj Dr Fitzpatiick in his lecent George Washington Himself'^ 
on page 429 of which is said “Bj 1783 his teeth were definite!} going, 
Fighting such a var as the American Re^olutlon vas task enougli vith- 
out bothering at the same time with aching teeth, and e^en tlie most 
philosophic statesman maj be paidoncd for occasional sliow of irasci- 
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bilily undci such cncumslances It may not be easj" to appieciate 
much of the liaidslup sutTeied bj' Washington duimg the Revolutionary 
Wai, but tlicic IS no difficulty in undei standing toothache The strain 
of finding pay foi an aimy wlicie money was all but unobtainable, of 
keeping that aimj fiom mutiny, of aiiangmg foi the release of thous- 
ands of piisoneis of vai, of aiiangmg foi the evacuation of a large city 
and cndcaAoiing at tlic same time to keeji the Biitish fiom cariying off 
Ameiican plopelt^, liccomes moie Mvid when we know that toothache 
%\as gna^Mng at Washington’s nci\es thiough it all ” 

Though pielimmaiy ai tides of peace weie signed on November 30, 
1782, fheie was no aimisfice, and Washington had to pass one more 
wintei witli his ainij on the Hudson A definite tieaty of peace was 
signed on Scptemhei 3, 1783, and the Biitish evacuated New York on 
No\enibei 25fh On Decembei 23, he letuined his commission to Con- 
gress, and letiied once moie into piivate life at Mount Vernon 

During this peiiod Washington was badly m need of dental relief, 
for on June 17, 1783, again fiom Newburg, he wrote the following letter 
to Majoi Andiew Billings ” 

“Msj Billings, nt Poughkeepsy 

Newburg, June 17, 1783 

Sir Bj some mistake or other the Horse v as not sent for yester- 
da^ — the Dragoon conies up for him now, and those small tools which 
jou concened might be useful to me — among vhich I pray you to 
send me a small file or two, one of which to be aery thin, so much 
so as to pass beha een the Teeth if occasion should require it — another 
one round 

Haae you been able to satisfie yourself of the practicability and 
means of colouring Sealing Wax’ If so can you bring the stick I 
noav send you to (sic) the complexion avhich is aa anted’ 

Mrs Washington sends you a lock of both our hair (Inclosed) 

I am, xvith Much regard. Sir 
Yr aery Humble Sert, 

Go Washington ” 

This letter, first published in the Historical Magazine V III p 243, 
of August, 1859,^- avas written two months after the cessation of hostili- 
ties It conclusix’^ely proves that at that time the attention of Washing- 
ton was again anxiously diiected toavards the preseivation of his teeth, 
a feav years subsequent, hoaa^ea'er, these had almost entirely disappeared, 
and the question remains whether, during the interim, their deficiency 
avas supplied by any aitificial means 

Major Billings avas a watch maker, and haanng a knowledge of 
piactical science, and possessing lemaikable mechanical genius, made 
with his oaa'n hands the instiuments Washington requested Washing- 
ton’s inquiij"^ as to a “means of coloiuing sealing wax” is significant, and 
leads us to beliea^e that he aa^as then wearing a partial substitute for some 
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of his teeth In a latei letter he again leferied to this wax and how it 
should be applied to one of his dentures 


Washington and Jean Pierre Le Mayeur 

Piioi to the lequest foi instiuments fiom Majoi Billings, Washing- 
ton was quietly making inquiries concerning a dentist in New Yoik “of 
whose skill much has been said Having some teeth which give me 
a great deal of pain” — then he crossed out the woid “pain” and substi- 
tuted “are ver}’’ tioublesome to me at times, and of which I wish to he 
eased, provided I could substitute others, (not by transplantation, foi 
of this I have no Idea, even with young people, and sure I am, it cannot 
succeed with old) and gums which might be relieved by a man of skill 
I would thank you foi making a private investigation of this man’s 
chaiacter — knowledge m his profession, and if you find then such as 
I can derive any benefit fiom, encourage him to come out At anj^ late, 
if he IS leally skillful, I should be glad to see him with his apparatus 
Washington then cautioned Lt Col Smith “that this matter should not 
be made a parade of ” 

This young Fiench dentist, “one who many yeais piioi to September 
1781, carried on his profession, before coming to New York, which is 
that of a Surgeon with great credit in London,” was Jean Pierre Le 
Mayeur Le Mayeui’s close association with Washington has already 
been described in a chaptei relating to him, therefore it will not be 
necessary to again considei this relationship 

The followang significant entries are found in Washington’s Dianes 

“1785 — Thur 15 (Sept) Doctr L’Moyer came in before dinner” 

(v 2 p 413) 

“Mond 19 Doctr La Moyer left tins for Alexandria 

in my carriage after breakfast ” (p 414) 
“Monday 26 Went up to Alexandria — Doctr La 

Moyer, etc accompanied me ” 

“Dec 2 Friday Colo A Mrs McCarty came here to Din- 
ner, as did Colonels Fitzgerald and Gil- 
pin A Mr Cbas Lee A Doctr Baker ” 

“1786 — Dec 14 Doctr La Moycur came in just as we 

x\ere going to dinner” (^ 3 p 145) 

“1787 — Feb Mondaj 5th — After breakfast Doctr La Dlo'ver went 

up to Alexandria ” (p 166) 

“Friday 9th Doctr La Mo^eur left this (after break- 

fast) but meeting with some accident ” 

“Sat 10 After breakfast Doctr La i\ro\cur igain 

set out and soon Doctr Craik ytnt 
axxax ” (p 167) 

llieie are otlici cnfiies that relate to husbandry vlncli we 
pieMOUslx discussed, unde: the date of October 27 The last cnti> re a - 
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ing (o Le I\ra 5 cui is flial of No^embel 20 “Found Doctr La Moyeui 
heic” (p 447) 


The Significance of Washington’s Later Illnesses in the 
Light of out Present Day Dental Knowledge 

Fiullici iccoid of Washington’s health is not again consideied until 
17Sfi In the fall of that jeai he was once moie taken ill, appaiently 
sutTeiing fiom nialaiia, loi his diaiy of August 31 leads 

“Sic7t(l willi ui igiR bcfoie si\ Oclock this morning after InMng 
laliourcd umlei i fe\ei nil night Sent foi Doctr Craik, who armed 
just ns we were setting down to dinner, who, when he thought mv 
fe\ei sufficicnth nhnted, g^^c me n cnlhaiticlv and directed the Bark 
to he iiijilied in the iiioining” Scptciiiher 1 “Took 8 doses of the 
red Inrk todn\ ” 

Di Ciaik continued to come and administer haik until September 
14 Again in IMaich and Apiil of 1787 Washington w'rote 

"A rheuimtic complaint winch has followed me more than si\ 
months, is frequcntlj so had that it is sometimes with diflicultj I can 
raise nn hand to iin head, or turn nnself in bed ” 

Indeed foi some days he was compelled to carry his arm in a sling 
William E Woodwaid, in his George Washington, the Image and the 
Man 1926, w’ondeis if Washington’s bad teeth did not ha\e much to do 
with his ill health We ha^e just shown that during December and 
Febiuarj, there aie, in Washington’s diaiies, four lecorded visits b) 
Le Majeui Had the lattei had the modem Roentgen Ray, bettei known 
todaj as the X-Ray, and undeistood its use, theie is little doubt that 
he w'ould have discoveied among the few remaining teeth signs of infec- 
tion, and moie likel}" fragments of roots w'ould have been found 
embedded in the gums One might venture to make the statement that 
the iheumatic condition described, and the inability to laise the arm 
may have been the result of a dental focal infection 

In May 1787, Washington set out foi Philadelphia for the Constitu- 
tional Convention, and on the fiist da}-^ he w'as seized wath a Molent 
headache and sick stomach, but quickly lecoveied Tw^o jeais lafei, 
while touiing New England, he w^as stiicken with influenza 

Washington had hardly taken up his duties as President upon his 
return to New York, when he became so ill wath an infection, that his 
life was despaired of, and the street w^here he li\ed w^as roped off to 
prevent traffic noise from disturbing him From McVickar’s description 
of this illness it w^as a “case of anthrax,” though it is geneially stated 
as a carbuncle of the thigh, wdiich Dr Samuel Bard incised Waslinig- 
ton’s condition was so threatening that Dr Bard refused to lea^e his 
side for days, and the elder Bard w'as called in consultation Again 
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rig 115 — Page of Washington’s account book of Fcbruarj 20, 1795 (Reproduced by 
courteo of the John Carter Brown Library ) 


'W ashinglon and John Greenwood (17S9-1709) 

Washington, liaMiig been elected President of the United States, 
left Ills home at Mount Veinon, leacliingXeM Yotk on the 2.jid of April 
1789, and ^^as inaugiiiated on Apiil 30 The necessih of icwcdying in 
some N\a}. the loss of Ins teeth must h<ne naliir.ilh suggested itself to 
the mind of the first President at an caih period, a loss impairing espe- 
cialh both nuenc\ and clearness of speech, and Mhieh, delr.ietmg from 
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the dignity of his pcisonal appcaiancc, would scaicely escape observa- 
tion in the ficqucnt and fasliionablc levees at which, as chief magistrate 
of the nation, his picscncc would soon be leqniied 

Washington himself icali/ed the cfTect of varying moods upon his 
countenance, as he touched upon this subject m letters written to friends, 
\\hich s\c ^\lll icfci to again in the next chaptei 

At this time piohablj the ablest dental practitioner m tbe city of 
New Yoik was Tobii Gieemiood, who we have already noted w^as located 
at the south coinei of William and Beelcnian Streets Washington soon 
aftci Ills annul emplojcd the seiMces of I\Ii Greenw'ood, the latter 
“constructing” foi him a complete set of i%ory dentures for the upper 
and lowei jaws The bar, that will be ref ei led to, took the place of 
w'hat IS now known as a plate, and w’as made of hippopotamus nor}", 
carved to an approximate adaptation to the gum, and when m use was 
thinh coated with flesh-tinted sealing w'ax, evident!}" according to the 
foimula lequested of Majoi Billings Into the ivorj" bar of the low^er, 
eight human teeth w'lnch extended entirely through the base W"ere 
inserted and retained by pl^ots of gold pins screwed horizontally 
through the nory, fi om fiont to back, and then through the roots of 
the teeth That portion of the roots extending beyond the I'sory, w"as 
then cut even W'lth the bottom ridge Greenwood made an attempt, in 
this artificial denture, to restoie the shape of the alveolar ridge 

A better idea of the denture may be obtained from the three photo- 
graphs w'hicli aie showm in Fig 116 Two of the teeth (the laterals) 
have broken off at the gum margin, the right apparently, after the set 
w"as returned to Greenw"ood, for the left is still partially filled wnth sealing 
wax and tartar This tooth is now" preserved in a specially designed box 
in Fraunces Tavern m New York City, wuth the following inscription 
“Fragment of tooth broken from plate w’orn by General George Wash- 
ington Made and repaired by Dr John Greenwood, 1766-1819, dentist 
of Washington Presented by his son, Isaac J Greenwood, 142 West 
14th Street to John Gilbert Browm Given by him to his son William 
H Brown ” 

The right first molar on the denture was apparentlj Washington’s 
own tooth, for on the under surface of the ivory there appears the fol- 
lowing inscription, engraved by John Greenw"ood “the tooth ” This 
is confirmed in the manuscript by Isaac John Greenwood, m w'hich he 
wrote “ “having probably been one taken from the President’s mouth 
and inserted in the false set ” 

On the left is seen the large aperture through w'hich passed the last 
natural tooth which remained in Washington’s head, and John Green- 
wood was more particular to obtain the data as to this tooth being one 
of Washington’s On various parts of the ivoij surface the following 
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salivary calculus, while Ihej'^ weie worn, are now peifectty distinct 
Although the art of the dentist has made rapid advances since the time 
when these teeth were inserted, their execution is supeiior to that of 
many manufactured at the present day They were secured m the mouth 
by means of spiral springs The other half of the upper, and the whole 
of the lower set, are m the possession of Dr Isaac J[ohn] Greenwood” 

Regarding Harris’ statement that the inscription was placed theieon 
prior to Washington using them and that these became filled with sahvaiy 
calculus, we believe is erroneous An examination of this piece can 
easily disprove that conclusion Greenwood certainly could not ha^e 
inscribed it until after it was returned to him, foi all the engiaMng is 
still perfectly clear and legible As “to the half of the uppei set” Hairis 
mentions, it is possible that it may be instead a lower that is now in 
the London Hospital Medical College 

The two dentures were united at their extiemities by fine coiled 
spiral springs of gold wire, for at that time neithei the piinciple of 
complete support hj’^ atmospheiic pressuie noi that by springs was well 
understood, and the support of an artificial set in the mouth depended 
somewhat on training of the facial muscles (See 1789 set ) Conse- 
quently their movement was similar to that of a hinge, though at the 
same time there was a strong lateial action, oi outward piessuie, exeited 
especially upon the mandible, tending to thrust it foivaid m the mouth 
Altogether the apparatus was an uncouth and awkwaid affaii foi the 
mouth, hut in point of workmanship it will heai close sciufiny even in 
the present advanced stages of the piofession This awkwaiclness was 
evident about the upper hp, as seen in Stuart’s portiait of Washington, 
painted about 1796, vhile Washington wore the aitificial set of teeth 
Being at a distance from his dentist, the Piesident himself modified some 
of the dentures, as he wrote in his letteis, in ordei to obtain coinfoit 
and to coirect if possible the objectionable expression Although Wash- 
ington ^^as loath to part vitli the last of Ins teeth, jet he vislied to 
ensure the denture lemaining in his mouth, and it became neccssaiy to 
cal^e an apertuie in the i\ory so that the left remaining piemolai tooth 
might pass through 0^^ mg to the oin\ ard prcssui c this must h.n e caused 
consideiahle nutation to the surrounding gums, and, at times, must 
ha^e been extremely painful The bulk oi thickness of the “bai,” 
togethci ^Mth the action of the muscles m keeping it in place, ga\e a 
pulTcd or “pouting” expicssion to the face 

Congicss ^\as not in session from September 29, 1789, to Tanu.ir-v 
1 1790, and on October ll, 1789, the President left Nev "^oik foi a toui 
through the Eastern States According to Mi C B RitIiard‘-on, ' the 
cdito^of the Hislorual Maqazim, just befoie Washington leaclu d Ni w- 
port Ins carnage broke do^^n, and due to the Molciit sliocK wbieli ( nsued 
Ins upper set of false teeth %\as dislodged and fi.ietund Ibis set was 
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immediately sent back to New Yoik foi repaii, and Washington con- 
tmned without them This statement of ]Mi Richardson’s seems 
eiioneous, as that poition of Washington’s journal which includes his 
“Eastern Toms’’ fails to mention such an accident 

Theie is anothei veision found in the Gieenwood manuscript,®® 
that seems iiioic logical, and is confiimed m Washington’s Diary It 
IS that, eailj' in the autumn of 1790, aftei the second adjournment of 
Congiess, Washington and his familj^ left New York on a visit to Mount 
Veinon, tiavclmg m the coach which the Piesident had in that year 
impoi ted fioni England “Dunn, his diivei, was appaiently incompetent 
to manage the six hoises with which the coach was then drawn, and 
almost immediately aftei leaving Elizabethtown Point, he allowed the 
coach to lun into a gullj% and m this way the injury occuried” He 
seemed anothei coachman and proceeded to Philadelphia, where the 
coach and harness weie left foi lepairs 

The aitificial set, made hj”^ Gieenwood m 1789, was used by Wash- 
ington until 1797, dm mg which period most of the pi eminent portraits 
of the Piesident weie executed This will he discussed in detail in 
anothei chaptei 

Duimg the month of Januaiy, 1790, Washington’s last tooth was 
again hegmnmg to give him trouble, and m his diary under date of Sun- 
day, 17, he wiote “At home all day — not well” Monday 18 “Still 
indisposed with an aching tooth, and swelled and inflamed gums ” 
There is little woudei that with the ill-fitting plate, seen m the palatal 
photogiaph, and the consequent nutation against the “sinister bicuspid” 
as it was then designated, inflammation could not be avoided Wash- 
ington, howevei, was loath to pait with his tooth, and gave instructions 
to save it as long as possible 

In January of 1791, Washington then m Philadelphia, sent the old 
ones on for repaiis and evidently oidered another partial set, for on Feb- 
ruary 6 they were delivered by Greenwood, with a letter which we have 
been unable to discover Washington acknowledged it from Philadel- 
phia on the 16th, stating “Sir Your letter of the 6th and the box which 
accompanied it came safe to hand The contents of the latter were per- 
fectly agreeable to me, and will, I am persuaded, answer the end pro- 
posed veiy well Enclosed I send j^ou Twenty dollars m pajanent for 
them and the repairs of the old ones and am 

“Sir 

“Yr Very Huble Servt 
G Washington 

“P S That I may be certain that this letter and 
its contents has got safe to hand, be so good as to 
say so m a line to 


G W” 
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Greenwood’s leply cannot be found 

Half of anothei set is now in the possession of the London Hospital 
Medical College, together with the lettei fiom Washington, dated Feb- 
ruaij’- 20, 1795 Accoiding to the oiiginal Gieenwood manusciipt,®^ it 
was piesented by Di Isaac John Gieenwood, contrai}'^ to the will of his 
father, John, to Chapin A Hams in Novemhei of 1825, and upon Ins 
death in 1860 it came into the possession of Harris’ widow, who had it in 
Baltimoie on Januai}" 3, 1863 This infoimation was obtained fiom Isaac 
J Gieenwood’s statement that “having wiitten to the widow of Piof 
Hams foi a copy of this Washington lettei, I leceived the same under 
date of Baltimore Jan 3, 1863, 51 N Charles St ” 
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In (he ai dines of (he Baltunote College of Denial Surgery there 
aie se^elal lelteis i elating to (his paitial set, which weie placed at oui 
disposal hy L Painilj Brown The}' will he included at the end of this 
hook'"'- The letteis contain meiely heaisaj statements and are so 
indefinite that ^\e aie inclined to accept the veision wiitten h}' the son 
of Tohn Gieennood E^en the name of the donoi is incoriectly stated 
as Di Gieenfield 

Theie will also he found in the appendix another letter, dated ]\Iay 
13, 1932, fioni Waltei, hiothei of Haiold L Coffin Accoiding to the 
lemaiks made hj Chapin A Harris and Hoi ace Hayden, this portion was 
that of an uppei set, while the ahove-nientioned letters indicate that it 

Baltimore upper 
Baltimore louer 
Greenwood's 1789 lower 
London partial 

-If-, 



a 


b. 




Fig 118 — Outline of Washington’s Various Dentures 
a Width of teeth of Baltimore upper 
b Width of teeth of London partial 
c Width of teeth of Baltimore lower 

Small marks on bottom line of b show the width of the Baltimore upper in 
comparison to London partial and Baltimore lower 

London partial, right side, is an evact counterpart of the left side and will 
give a general outline of the denture as it probablj appeared, except that one end 
might ha\e been shortened 

It will be noted that the width of the corresponding teeth of the Baltimore 
lower and London partial arc almost identical and that the general outlines of 
the denture likewise correspond, therefore, the London partial could hardlj have 
been an upper denture 
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was a lowei In oidei to settle this question theie has been constructed 
the following chait, which includes the outlines of the uppei and lower 
Baltimoie set and the lowei of the 1789 Gieenwood dentuie, these are 
taken directly fiom the dentines oi the piaster cast of them, also from 
the par tial one now in London A study of these can leave little doubt 
that it was a lower 

On September 4, 1791, Washington again wrote to Gieenwood, but 
this letter cannot be found Washington had some definite ideas as to 
ho\v his dentures were to he constructed and expressed himself freely 
m this respect His instructions were explicit and clear, and some of 
these sets \veie undoubtedly made by “coiiespondence school” methods 
That Gieenwood visited Washington in Philadelphia to see for himself 
whether his “apparatus” was performing its service, may be seen by 
the following note in an article that appeared in Scribners Monthly for 
July, 1876 “A gentleman who died jmais ago told Mr Isaac P Davis, 
lope maker of Boston, that just previous to Washington’s sitting for 
Stuart to paint his portrait, he met, in traveling in a stage-coach, a 
dentist named Greenwood, who was on his way to insert a set of false 
teeth for General Washington ” That was in the autumn of 1795, though 
Gieenwood mentioned m the following letter “I shall take a trip to 
Philadelphia in November” (1791) Greenwood’s reply to Washington, 
dated September 10, 1791, reads as follows 

“New York, Sept 10-1791 

SIR 

I Received yours dated the 4th by the hands of yr John Jays 
son, — this moment Saturday 12 Oclock, in Which you Seame to think 
I have neglected you, or the article Miscarried I Received them Safe, 
but Whas out of Stuff that is I had none Good enuf foi the purpose, 
and so I did not — ^procede till I Could Get it, of Which I procured 
Whith Diticulty, on tuesday And have began it. Which you Will Get 
Next Week The reason I did not rite and ans^^er to 5 'ours I Expected 
to Get the Stuff and have them done suner I shall Observe all the 
defitience j ou mention and try to remedy them 

PS Si 5 our directions how to remedy or make the next is as 
plane to me As if present, and I Will Ohseiie them to a title, 
neiertheless it is diflicult to do these things Whithout being on the 
spot. Which I Shall take a trip to Philadelphia in Noi ember, God 
be xvilling and I ha^e m> helth, then I Can Altei them 

from Your Obedient and 
Humble Seri ant 

John Grccnx\ood ” 

From this lettei it appears that Greeiivood made another complete 
denture for Washington, and the Ledger “A” entiy, dated Sept 10, 1701, 
further confirms this older xvhich again amounted to .-friO-^yO Ajipai- 
entlv Washington missed the set sent on for lepairs and was anxious 
lest they should not arrne before Congiess reopened 
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Washington letuined to IMount Vernon from his southern tour on 
Tune 13, 1791, and leached Philadelphia Jul}"^ 6 On Sept 4, 1791, he 
wiote to John Jay at New Yoik, stating that in consequence of the indis- 
position of his nephew, Majoi Washington, who had the care of his 
pm ate husiness, he would be obliged to leave for iMount Veinon, though 
he should slay no longei than the middle of October as he must be back 
hefoie the meeting of Congress He requested Mr Jay to inform hun 
on all topics duiiiig his absence In a letter to Lafayette of September 
10, 1791, he said he would set off the following week for Mount Vernon 
with IMis Washington and the childien, to enjo}' a few weeks of retire- 
ment befoie the meeting of Congiess on the last of Octobei The first 
session of the 2nd Congiess opened on October 24, 1791, and on October 
25, Washington deliveied his annual message in person, in Congress 
Hall, coinei Sixth & Chestnut St, Philadelphia 

On Febiuaiy 20, 1795, Washington replied to a letter of Greenw'ood’s 
dated Fehiuaiy 17 Appaientl}^ duiing the inteivening four jears, 
Washington w'as fiee from dental disoideis The lettei reads 

“Phila 20th Feb 1795 
Sir 

Your last letter, wuth accompaniment came safe to m-s hands on 
tuesdav last 

Enclosed lou will receiie Sixty dollars in Bank Notes of the 
United States — In addition to which, I pra> you to accept ma thanks 
for the ready attention with which jou ha\e at all times, paid to mv 
request and that jou will believe me to be, wuth esteem — Sir 

lour ^ery Hble Sent — — 

G Washington ” 

It seems that the sets of teeth constructed b}-^ John Gieenw'ood in 
1789 and 1791 were retained in use by Washington until 1795 The lower 
denture made in 1789 remained in an unaltered state, the others being 
changed eithei by Greenw^ood himself wdiile m Philadelphia, as indicated 
in the pievious letter by Washington (see letter dated Dec 12, 1798) or 
by someone else in that city Isaac John Greenwood w^rote on p 21 of 
the manuscript “About this time the natural tooth in the low'er jaw, 
having become loosened gradually, Avas remoAed and its place, as AAe 
learn from tbe President’s OAA'n lettei s, AA'as supplied b} an artificial 
one, but as there AA'as now^ no bariier to the outw'ard pressure of the 
low^ei jaAA% that force AA'as exerted in full upon the under lip, causing 
it to project To reliCA^e this fault, much of tlie lAor} gum-AA'ork or bars, 
as they AA^ere then called, w'as filed aw'aj, aa'IucIi so weakened the appa- 
ratus, that it giadually gaA^e AA^a}", these alterations were performed 
probably by some piactitionei at Philadelphia ” This might account for 
the discrepanc}’^ in the size of the lAorj-^ “bars” of the 1789 and 1791 sets 
as they noAA”^ exist The entiy in Washington’s dailj' account book under 
date of Feb 20, 1795, confirms the letter of the same date, and is of 
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impoi lance as “Cash paid iMi John Greenwood of the Citj^ of New 
York ni full foi Ins sci vices as Dentist to the piesent date — viz 60 
Dollais” The amount mentioned usually indicated a full uppei and 
lo^^el set, and shows that Gieenwood did make another complete 
dentine 

“Diuiiig the spiiiig of 1796, James Gardette constiucted a set for 
tlie Piesident” willi legaid to whicli tlie editoi of Custis’ Private 
Mcmous has the following note “Washington at the time Stuart 
painted Ins poiliait (Apiil, 1796) had a set of sea hoise (hippopotamus) 
non" teeth These, just made, weie too laige and clums}", and ga^e that 
peculiai appeal ance of the mouth seen in Stuart’s picture He soon 
1 ejected them Stuait’s mouth is a caiicature in a slight degree ’’ This 
IS fuithei confiimed in a lettei, which was in the possession of the late 
iNIi J R Gieenwood, wiitten h 3 " Rembiandt Peale, March 27, 1859 A 
thoiough seaich foi Gaidette’s set has pioved unsuccessful 

]\Ieanwhile Chailes Willson Peale, accoiding to Henrj" Tuckerman’s 
Chaiacter & Portraits of Washington 1859,**® had made another set “The 
featuie usuallj" exaggerated in pooi copies, and the least agreeable in 
the original is the mouth, lesulting fiom the want of support of those 
muscles consequent on the loss of teeth, a defect which Stuart’s vanity 
attempted to lemedy by inserting cotton between the jaw and the lips, 
and Willson Peale moie peimanentlj", but just as ineffectually, sought 
to lelieve by a set of artificial teeth ” Though Peale did not state that 
he made a set of teeth for AVashington, he did mention having made 
full and paitial sets 

There is in the possession of Mrs Charlotte R Mustard of Baltimore, 
a set that was handed down from Mis Maitha Washington to her giand- 
daughter, Eliza Custis She, in turn, left them to her daughter’s son, 
Edmund Low Rogers, Mrs Mustard’s father There is a tradition that 
the lower fiont teeth were Washington’s own, but this we doubt, for 
they fail to match in coloi and size the lower first right molar on Green- 
wood’s 1789 set, and the left premolar, the last tooth known to be Wash- 
ington’s, m the Greenwood collection 

How Washingon could have worn these is a m 5 "ster 3 , as ma 3 " be 
seen by the illustrations, but they must ha\e been in serMce for man 3 
years, as we shall explain latei The base of both the uppei and lo\\er, 
instead of being ivoi 3 ", was of lead allo 3 ' With the exception of the 
lower anteiior teeth, those used were from some animal Upon stud 3 ing 
the various foims, shapes and sizes of the most common animals then 
m Noith America, the most similar seemed to be those of the elk, though 
Peale mentions that he made use of hog, cow and other animal teeth 
Washington thus became tlie first to use such teeth foi ornamentation 
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Mis Mustaid kindly granted permission to make impressions of the 
set, as well as to have photographs taken, thus permitting a thorough 
study of the dentures The construction of this set is so unique that 
we helieve a detailed desciiption of its construction will prove of interest 
After all the teeth of the animal were filed to their desiied shape, and the 
roots cut to the pioper length, a small hole was drilled horizontally 
through each All were then strung upon a heavy steel wire that had 
previously been curved to the proper shape of the gums Wax of some 
kind, (undoubtedly bees’ wax with some hardening mateiial) was then 
heated and moulded to the desired size and form, and the wire and 
teeth embedded within it This wire can plainly be seen in the illustra- 
tions of the lower A slot foi the coiled springs was then cut out of 
the wax When this stage was completed a core of some material 
(plastei of Pans and sand, most probably) was placed aiound the wax 
This was then heated, the wax melted and lead then pouied in its place 
The coiled spiings used were of heavy steel, and they are so powerful 
that at the present time manj’^ stiands of wire are required to keep the 
two dentuies in the position as shown in the illustrations The upper 
and lower weigh a pound and a half each It is a heavy contiivance 
and could not be worn with ease, and would be impossible foi geneial 
use It is more than likely they were in use only at the time Peale 
painted Washington, so that the mouth might assume a more natural 
appeal ance Certainly the lower an tenor teeth could not stand the 
stiain of oidinary mastication The lower denture is shaped to fit the 
alveolar iidge, and rests comfortably on the models of Washington’s 
dental aiches, previously described The upper surface of the uppei 
IS flat and smooth 

This set was constiucted prior to the loss of Washington’s last 
tooth, as it was made oiiginally with an apeituie to permit the placing 
of the lowei ovei this tooth Many yeais later this space was filled in 
with additional lead and a tooth, caived of ivoiy, was then inseited, to 
complete the set 

Whethei oi not this dentuie was the one made by Peale,”® is a mattei 
of conjccluic, but he, being a natuiahst and somewhat familiai with 
the teeth of difTeient types of animals, would have been the logical one 
to adopt and utilize such teeth Appaicntly only the elk had teeth witli 
shoi t small ciowns and a maiked line at the gingival margin, very imicli 
unlike a calf’s teeth Theiefoie, the elk’s teeth could be made to 
lesemble human teeth and veie easier to obtain (See chaptei relating 
to Cliailes Willson Peale ) 

During the fall of 1790, accoidmg to Washington’s own lettei of 
lanuaiN 2 ~), 1797, the natural tooth m the lower jaw, liaMiig become 
giadiialh loosened, was iemo\ed b> Grccnw'ood, and in its pl.icc, as 
we learn fiom the President, an aitificial one was supplied 
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Tig 120 — Denture mide of lead for Washington h^ an univnoun dentist pre^umahh 
bj Charles Willson Peale, the artist (Propertj of Charlotte R Mu-tard of Baltimore, 
through uhose courtesj these pictures are published ) 
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As the result of the experience Washington had with Gardette, 
Spence, Peale and other dentists in Philadelphia, he evidently perferred 
Greenwood’s services On Fehruar}'^ 20, 1797, he again resorted to hmi 
for assistance, and informed him that he was wearing another set made 
hy none other than Greenwood 

“Philadelphia, 20 Jan 1797 

Dear Sir 

I must again resort to jou for assistance — The teeth herewith 
enclosed liaie bj' degrees worked loose and, at length, two or three 
of them hai e gn en v aj altogether I send them to j ou to be repaired, 
if thej are susceptible of it, if not, then for the purpose of substi- 
tuting others — I ^^ould thank you for returning them as soon as 
possible for although I now make use of another sett, they are both 
uneasj in the mouth and bulge my lips out in such a manner as to 
make them appear considerably swelled — 

You ^Mll perceiie at the first new, that one cause of these teeth 
gning yaj is for yant of a proper socket for the root part of them to 
rest in, as yere for the purpose of keeping them firm and in place at 
bottom, as to preser^e them against the effect of the saliva which 
softens the part that former! j was co\ered by the gums and afforded 
them nourishment Whether this remedy can be applied to the 
present sett I know not, for nothing must be done to them, wdiich will 
in the least degree force the lips out more than thej now' do, as it does 
this too much already, but if both upper and lower teeth w'ere to 
incline inwards more, it would shew the shape of the mouth better, 
and not be the worse in ana other respect — 

Send with the teeth, springs about a foot in length, but not cut, 
and about double that length of a tough gold wire, of the size jou 
see with the teeth, for fastening the springs — ^Accompany the w'hole 
with a our account, and the amount aaill be immediatela' sent by Post 
in a bank note 

I am Sir 

"Voui a era' Hble Sera ant 

George Washington” 

Concerning Washington’s endcaaor to repaii the gold spiings, 
lequested in the last paiagiaph, “spiings about a foot in length,” T R 
Fit/patiick on p 430 {George Washington Himself) aa'rote “Despite his 
laigc hands, his fingers aaere skillful, foi he made the gold spiings avhich 
held his teeth-plate in position, not only made the spiings, hut adjusted 
them to the plates, aahicli aaas a delicate mechanical opeiation ” 

Greenaaood’s repla of Januaij 23, 1797, cannot he located, hut his 
hill foi VGO aaas receiaed ha Washington and entered in the lattei’s 
account hook Ihis leltci iindoubledla made some inquiry as fo the 
disposition of Washington's last tooth for Washington rcjihed 

“PhiHdclphn 25lh Jm 1797 

Sir, 

A our Itlter of flic 23d insl came lo me this nioniing — 

The loolh lint formerh aacnl into the hole (tint is now filled 
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up) Ins been oul linn's months, winch was the cnuse for putting in 
the ai tifici il one 

If it "ssas not sent ssith the itst, I know not s\lnt Ins become of 
it, — uoi IS it nnteinl, is tlic one winch supplied its place answers 
the pin pose len well 

Not kiiosMiig whether vou meant to make a ness sett, or to 
lep 111 the old, I must ig un cuition sou against adding anj thing that 
ssill ssiden the hais, oi the sides, oi extend them in front at bottom 
— 1 lies ai e ah cads too sside, and too projecting foi the parts thes' 
rest up on, sstncli causes both upper and undei lip to bulge out, as 
if sssellcd — Bs filing these paits assns' (to remedy that esil) it has 
been one cause of the teeth gising ssns, basing been sseakened there- 
bs — I am Sir 

■^r serj' Hiible Ser 

G Washington” 

Ceitain then of the identity of the tooth, Gieenss'ood enclosed it in 
a case of his oxs’ii making, and wiote on the back of the abos’^e letter the 
follo^s’lng 

“Nesv York, February 20th, 1797 

The Within letter sshas rote by General Washington in Anssver 
to one I had sent him in request to knosv if the tooth svhich I base 
noss in possession sshas in fact his ossm natural tooth sshich sshas the 
oncly one that remained in his head When I fixed him a Whole Corn- 
pleat sett And I am Well satisfied it is and base kept it in remember- 
ance of him and as an Relic of so Great a Man any one Who doughts 
its being his tooth bj takeing it out of the socket of Which I Made 
for to keep it in thes ss’ill find that the tooth has been Worne smaller 
in the root bs the Artificial ones in such a manner as to Force it out 
of the Gumes I ssrite this on the back of this letter Expecting some 
person might Wisli to be satisfied of the Truth of Mv being in pos- 
session of such a Tooth 

JOHN GREENWOOD Dentist ” 

In Match, 1814, the tooth was set by Mr Edss'ard Rockwell, jess'eler 
of Nesv York, m an os^al gold case ssnth glass on both sides, and aioiind 
the outei cncumfeience was engras^ed this insciiption “In Nesv 
Yoik 1790 Jno Greensvood made Prest Geo Washington a ssdiole set of 
teeth — The enclosed tooth is the last one ss'hich giesv m his head This 
svas ss^orn by Mr Gieenss^ood attached to his ss^atch-cham, fiom ssdnch 
ss^as also pendant tss'o specimens of his ossm skill and mgenuit}, in the 
shape of a gold ss’^atch ke)"^ and a seal of sea-horse isor}’’ inlaid ssith 
the same metal, the chasing upon the lattei ai tides, bossies ei, ss'as done 
by Rockss^ell The chain which ss^as oiigmallj’^ composed of loimd circlets 
of gold fastened one ssnthm the othei, now piesents rather a unique 
appearance, ossnng to the fact that as the metal ssas difficult to procure 
at times in the shape of wiie. Mi Gieenwood would m the enieigencx 
of the moment, lemox’^e the links to foim pivots of m his business and 
would supply then place xvith peiforated plates of “latm-hrass” [sic] 
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made by himself, these plates, as they pleased his fancy, he never cared 
to have leplaced a more generous mateiial” The tooth m the case 
has not been removed fiom the chain (See Fig 121, showing a photo- 
graph of the tooth in its case, together with the chain ) “The small 
button having the head of Washington in lelief upon it seen in the 
pictuie, was attached at a later period to the chain, having been secuied 
Aug 1, 1824, h}' Dr I J Greenwood, INI D , D D S from Mi Scovill It 
was cast m the same mould as was the gold set piesented to Geneial 
Lafayette, dining his last visit to Ameiica in 1824 by the Scovill Manufac 
Comp of Waterhuiy, Conn ” 



Tip 121 — Goltl viitili, etc, n«i ■jtorn lij John Grccnvootl 1 Gold wnlch, 2 Wnicli 
rliiim of lattii hrass, 3 Gold •<cnl, 4 Gold «nlcli kej , 5 Waslimplon’s hist tooth in 
pold ense, 6 Gold charm >»ith W^a«hinpton’«i profile (Prc‘-cnted to the Acie YorL Acad- 
emy of Medicine hj the Misses Greenwood ) 


The denluie vlnch had been sent on to New Yoik fiom Plnladcljitiia 
during the ^\lnlcl of 1706 and 1797 vas ultimately alteied and lepaiicd, 
and in Taniiai\, 1797, Mi Gieenwood liad constiiicted an entire new set, 
winch so pleased the Piesidcnt that he iinmediatcl> letiiincd tlic oiigin.il 
and otliei dentines wintli lie w.is using, to he tiltcicd in a sinnl.n w.n, 
if possilile I liese f.icts we le.nn fioin the lollowing Icttcis, the tn st of 
winch IS dated fiom Philadelphia wlieic W.islnnglon, foi a second tmu 
Commandei-m-Clnef, had piocecded to make some nnlif.irj aiiangf- 
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menls with Ihc Secietaij of Wai He left Mount Veinon about the 3rd 
of NoNcmbei, and on his leliiin left Philadelphia about December 14, 
1798 In the middle of IMay of the same yeai he was again in Phila- 
delphia foi a week 

“Phila 7 Dec 1798 
Sii, 

What \ou sent me last, answeis exceedingly xxell, — and I send 
the fust to be alteicd <S. made like them, if jou can 

lorn iccollection of these, — with the directions and obsenations 
cont lined in m\ two last leltcis — the latter especiallj— -superceded 
the necessitx of being pai ticulai in this — 

I will bowel 01 just lemaik that the great error in those (now' 
ictiuncd to lou) is, that the upper teeth &. bars do not fall back 
enough thus (*) but stand more upright so (*) bj which means the 
bai at (i) shoots beiond the gums and not only forces the hp out just 
undei the nose but by not haiing its proper place to rest upon frets, 

A. makes that pait icry sore 

I shall add no moic than to icquest jou will be so good as to let 
me hue them as soon as jou conieniently can, — altered or not 
alteicd — Diiect for me at this place, or at Mount Vernon, as it is not 
likelj I shall be here more than tw'O or three days longer 

I thank JOU lery much for jour obliging attention to mj requests 
— and am 

Sir 

With esteem &. regard — Yr lerj 
Hble Sent 

P S — am w illing &. G Washington 

ready to pay what 
eier j'ou may charge me 
Mr Jno Greenxvood” 

See Eig 122 

As It wall be seen fiom the abox’e, the first Piesident of the United 
States asked for no favois fiom the dentist he employed He w'anted 
satisfactoiy wmrk done foi him, and he w'as peifectly walling to pay for 
it The last paiagraph of this lettei and the entire succeeding one, w'ere 
latei liamedbyMi John Gieenwmod and hung in his ofiice The address 
leads “Foi Mr Jno Gieenwood and to be opened by him only ” It bears 
no postmaik and w'as evidentlj"- forwarded by private conve5ance 

The set letuined by Washington on the 7th, w'as speedily altered 
by Gieenw'ood and leturned the same day, as the Piesident mentions in 
Ins leply of the 12th Appaientiy Washington w’as well pleased with 
the alteied dentuie, though he furthei cautions Greenxvood bx again 
gixang the same explicit directions as to the angle of inclination of the 
fiont teeth, and to be suie that this xx'ould be smiilar to the set he had 
just received At the same tune a third set, w'ell xxmrn and filed, xxas 
returned to Gieenwmod to be alteied, if possible This undoubted!} xxas 
the denture made in 1791 
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"Phihdeiplua 12th Dec 1798 
Su , 

'loin IcUoi of the 8lh came safe — •mcl as I am Imujing, in order 
to lene this Cits toiuouoss, I must he shoil 

The piincipal thing sou ssill hast to attend to, in the alteration 
sou ait ahout to nnke, is to Itt the uppci bar fall back from tht 
lossti one thus (*) sshitliti tht teetli arc quite straight, or inclining 
1 little in thus, (•) or a little i minding outssards thus ( ) is ininia- 
tciiil, foi I hnd it IS tht bus alone, both abosc and beloss that gise 
the lips the pouting and sssclhng appeal met — of consequence, if this 
cm be lemtdied, ill ssill be sscll — 

I send sou the old liais, sshicli sou returned to me ssith the ness 
set, bccaust sou hise desitcd — But tliej mas be destiosed, or ans 
thing else done ssilh them sou please, for jou ssill find that I base 
been obliged to file them ass as so much above, to remedy the esil 
I liisc betn complaining of as to rendet them useless perhaps to 
leceisc ness teeth — But of this sou aie better able to judge, than I 
am If sou can fix the teeth osci on the ness bar, sshich sou base, 
on the old bar, ssliith sou ssill icccisc ssith this letter, I should prefer 
it bctuise the laltei uc tass in the mouth and jou ssill perceise 
moicosti that sshen the edges of the upper and lossei teeth are put 
togtthci that the uppci falls back into the mouth, ssliich thes ought 
to do, 01 it ssill base the cfTcct of forcing the hp out just under the 
nose — 

I shall onlv repeat again, that I feel much obliged bs jour 
extreme ssillingncss, and leadincss to accomodate me and that I am. 

Sir 

Your Obedt Sersant 

G Washington 

Sir Jno Greenssmod ” 

^ See Fig 123 

These letters not only shoss'^ that Washington had his ossm ideas as 
to just hoss' the teeth should be inclined, but they also cleaily indicate 
that he himself attempted to file those made bj Gieenss'ood to os ei come 
the projecting lip 

Betss’^een Decembei 12 1798, ssdien Washington returned to Green- 
wood the sets to lie lepaiied, and December 28, ss-hen the foimer leceised 
them m letuiii, Washington susited Di Spence in Pliiladelpliia, foi there 
IS a Ledgei entry of $18 paid to him on Decembei 20 One can only 
surmise what occuiied, but the amount paid might mean that anothei 
denture had been made foi Washington At any late, Washington still 
piefeiied Gieeiwood’s seisuces, as his leply of Januais 6, 1799 shows 

On December 28, 1798, Gieenw'ood letuined to Lieut Gencial Geoige 
Washington at iMount Veinon the tw’o sets ssdiich he had altered with the 
follossmig lettei It is this letter which has caused some controserss 
legal ding the soaking of the sets in poit wine Gieenwoods cuiious 
Engiisli and spelling is letained 
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Tip 123 — One of W'n'-liinpton’*. letter-, to John Greenwood, dated Dceemlier 12, 1793 
In this letter he tries to expl im jiist how he desired the teeth to incline to olmati 
•'nin" ‘till lips the poiitinp and swellinp ippiarinit” (Coiirtcsc of the OliJ Sunlit 

Mcrtinf, littusi’, Boston ) 
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“New Yoik Decembr 28,1798 

Sir 

I send joii inclosed t^^o setts of teeth, one fixed on the Old Barrs 
in put Hid the sett ■\ou sent me from Philadelphia ^^hlch ^^hen I 
Rcccncd ^^as acr\ hlack Ocatoined either hj jour soaking them 
in poll XMiic, or hi join dunking it Port jsine being sojjer takes 
of all the polish and All Acids has a tendenej to soften eien kind 
of teeth and hone Acid is Used in Coiiloring eierj kind of I\orj 
therefore it is jcu peinicioiis to the teeth I Adiice joii to Either 
take them out After dinner and pul them in cleain jvater and put 
in anolhei sett oi Gleam them Milh a brush and soni Chalk scraped 
fine it JJill absoihe the Acid which Collects from the mouth and 
preset je them longer — I hajc found another and better jjaj of useing 

the sealing j\a\ jjhcn holes is eaten in the teeth bj^ acid &.c first 

Obscrie and drj the teeth then lake a peice of Wax and Cut it into 
As small peices as jou think will fill up the hole then take a large 
nail 01 anj othci peice of iron and heat it hot — into the tier then 
pul join peice of jiax into the hole, and melt it bj meanes of intro- 
duccing the point of the Nail to it I haje tried it, and found it to 
Consoladate and do better then the other jjaj' and if done proper it 
jJill resist the salua It jmII be handjer for jou to take hold of the 
Nail jjitli small pheis thin jjith a tongs Thus the Jjax must be 
jerj small not biggci than this if jour teeth GroJJS black, take some 
chalk and a pine or cedar stick it jjiII rub it of If JOU jjhant jour 
teeth more jelloJier soake them in Broath or pot liquer, but not in 
tea 01 Acid Porter is a good thing to Coulor them and jmII not hurt 
lilt picscrie them but it must not be in the least pricked 

You JJill find I haje Altered the upper teeth jou sent me from 
Philadelphia leajcing the enamel on the teeth dont preserje them 
anj longer then if it jjas of it onelj holds the Color better, but to 
preserje them thej must be jerj' Often Changed and Gleamed for 
jjhatejer atacks them must be repelled as Often or it jjiII gam 
Ground and destroj' the jvorks — the tjjo setts I repaired is done on 
a difTerent plan then j\hen thej are done jjhen made intirelj nejs 
for the teeth are screji ed on the barrs insted of haj eing tbe barrs 
Cast red hot on them jvhicli is the reason I belene the destroj or 
desohe so soone near to the barrs 
Sr 

After hopemg jou jjiII not be Oblidged to be troubled 
J'erj sune 

m the same Place 

I subscribe mjself 

Your jerj' humble 
Serj ant 

John Greenjjood 

Sr the Aditional Charge is 
fifeteen dollars 

PS I expect next spring to mo\e mj familj’- 
into Connecticut State if I do I jjill 
rite and let jmu knojj^ and jjether I gue 
up mj’’ present business or not I jmH As 
long as I liJ e do anj thing m this w aj-^ 
for JOU or m anj' other waj m mj pojjer 
If JOU require it” 
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Tliib IcUei appealed in the Magazine of American History pp 294 
and 295, V 16, Jnlj-Dec 1886, %\ith Ihe following comment 

"It IS pciinps not gcnciath kno^^n that the Inst one of George 
Washington’s teeth is nn hen -loom in the faimh of the Inte John 
Gieen\\ood, n gcntlennn who snstnined the responsible and in- 
tcicsting 1 elation of dentist to the ‘father of his countr^ ’ That 
fact was incidcntalh mentioned In the law^c^s in a case before the 
suriogatc coint acsterdaj aftcinoon Mi Hamilton Squire, as counsel 
for the hens of one Henn Wcasei, long since deceased, jtsterdaj 
made application to Suirogitc Rollins to compel the representati\es of 
the Giccnwood estate to pa> o\cr to the Weaser heirs a sum of monev 
which it is claimed has been held bj the Greenwood farailj as 
trustees for the heirs of Jane Wcaaer since the jear 1816, and which 
was left b\ Jane Wea\ei with Mr John Greenwood at that time Mr 
Greenwood acted as Washington’s dentist for seseral years After 
Washington went to Virginia fioni New \ork, he sent bj letter to Mr 
Gicenwood the last one of his natural teeth, to be used bj the latter 
as a pattern foi a new set This tooth his been bequeathed from 
generation to genciation in the Greenwood famiR, and is jet in their 
possession This cii cumstance, which was mentioned in the course of 
an argument by Jlr Rudd, the counsel for the Greenwood estate, fur- 
nishes another proof of the humanitj of General Washington, in that 
in the plcntitude of his poweis he suffered the dentist to sunive 
him In connection with this curious bit of information we are able, 
through the courtesj of Mr William Alexander Smith, of New' \ork, 
to publish the original letter written bj Greenwood to Washington 
in relation to his false teeth — Editor ’’ 

On Januar}' 6, 1799, Washington leplied to Greenwood’s letter of 
Decembej 28, the last one sent b}' him 

“Mount Vernon, Jan 6th, 1799 

Sir — Your letter of the 28lli ult , w'lth the parcel that accom- 
panied it, came safe to hand I feel obliged to j'ou for j'our attention 
to my request and for the directions jou haie giien me 

Enclosed jmu will find bank notes for fifteen dollars, w'hicli I 
shall be glad to hear ha\e got safe to jour hinds If sou should 
remove to Connecticut, I should be glad to be adiised of it, and to 
wdiat place, as I shall alwajs prefer jour sen ices to those of am 
other in the line of your present profession 

I am, sir. 

Your a erj humble sen ant, 

G Washington ’’ 

“I thank JOU aerj' much for jour obliging attention to ni\ requests, 
and am, Sir, with esteem and regard, 

G Washington ’’ 


“To John Greenwood 

PS lam ready and willing to paj what jou niaa charge me ’’ 

The last pait of this lettei Greenjvood made full use of, as maa be 
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seen in his adveitisement in the New York City Directory of 1801 
(Fig 95, page 239 ) Gieemvood acknowledged this lettei on the 11th 

“January 11, 1799 

Ne^^ York 

liour Letter of the 6th ult with the two enclosed Rills, Containing 
fifteen dollais came safe to mj hands for a\hich I Return you thanks 
I ^Mll rite and let jou know if I Remove from here and wheie to 

As I mean to perform foi you in my present professional line 
^^hen I ln^e done ^Mlh eaciy othei peison, 

I am Sir 

Your humble Sei%ant 
John Gieenwood 

Lt Gen Geoige Washington 

PS I ne^er make any chaige against jou either in book oi otber- 
\\ise ” 


, V -•* t 
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TJic Iasi pailial set made by Gicenwood in 1798 was earned bj 
Washinglon to bis gia\c, but ]ust wlien the othei two sets ^^ele returned 
to Gicenwood, we do not Know He wiote on Decembei 12 and Decem- 
bei 28, 1798, that lie was jctuining two sets, but wc aie inclined to be]le^e 
that they wcie tlie uppci and lowei of the icpaiied 1795 set, and which 
is now in the Baltimore College of Dental Surgery These w^ere pre- 
sented 1)3 Isaac T Gicenwood to Di John Allen, and accoiding to a 
lettci dated No^cmbe^ 3, 1890, he in turn gase them to the Baltimore 
College of Dental Surgciy about 1880, wheie the}’^ now aie Kept in a 
special case (Fig 125 ) 

The illustiation sliows the set with spiial spiings as it was letuined 
and as it appealed aftci the suggested altciations by Washington The 
uppei is made fiom a swaged plate of gold and ampi}' illustiates the 
piogiess in dental science at tliat time Oiigmalh the nois pait con- 
taining the teeth, was caived in one solid piece This poition was 
iemo\ed, Gieenwood stated on Deccinbei 28, and dnided into thiee 
sections Each w'as again icplaced, this time bN' means of thiee gold 
bacKings wdiicli weie diiectly attached b}'^ gold sciews to the plate, and 
to the noi3 poifion With the low'ei, the si\ anfeiioi teeth weie sawed 
off the l^oly bai at the gum luaigin and dnided, at the center, into 
tw'o paits Each then had two wooden pnots mseiled and these weie 
attached to the ivoi} ba/, as Washington lecjuested 

In the Dental Cosmos p 470, 1893, theic is gnen a slightl} diffeient 
veision of these alteiations 

“The upper case is of gold, and is, I think, one of the first plates 
swaged between metal dies An extra thickness of gold was soldered 
o\er the aheolar ridge, in which nine holes were drilled, and in this 
thickened portion wooden pins were inserted The teeth were 
caned out of hippopotamus bone, in two sections of six teeth from 
central incisor to molar, and in each section holes corresponding to 
the pins or plate weie drilled, bj means of which the^ were set on 
to the plate and Iield in position The low^er case had no gold base, 
but W'as carved out of one piece of hippopotamus bone being raised 
at its terminal ends to represent i molar tooth on each side, in front 
of each molar, blocks of fne teeth caned from the same material 
w'ere set on w'ooden pins in the same manner as on the upper plate ” 

The base had evidenfl}' been so alteied, as Washington mentioned 
m his lettei of Decembei 12, 1798, that it left no giooxe for resting 
properl3' on the gums and became meiel} a flat suiface 

Foi the last set, an uppei, accoidmg to the letfeis dated Decembei 
13, 1798, Gieenw'ood adopted a new and ad\anced t3pe of denluie con- 
stiuction Fiom the manusciipt, W'e leain that the uppei was anothei 
gold sw'aged plate wnth individual bacKing foi each tooth diieclh welded 
to the plate To each of these backings, indiMdual teeth weie attached 
b}' sciew' inets, m oidei not to destrox tlie xalue of the teeth, a plan 
siniilai to one in use b}' tlie piofession not so manx 3 ears ago 
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It IS a diflicult procedure to follow clearl}’^ the number of new 
dentures, partial sets oi alterations made by Greenwood, but from the 
Ledger accounts of Washington, we know that complete sets were made 
m 1789, Septemhei, 1791, Febiuai}^ 1795 and again Januai}’^, 1797, and 
partial sets, on Febiuaij" 16, 1791, a lowei, and in Decembei, 1798, 
an upper '’“■s 

In the manusciipt of The Portraiture of W ashington’^ prepared by 
Isaac J Gieenwood, in 1862, we find the following 

“Lossing in his ‘Mount Vernon and its Associations,’ after stating 
that the President and his famih set out for their home on the 30th 
of August, 1790, (after the adjournment of Congress,) affirms that — 
‘Wasliington ne^er sa\\ New \orlv again’ I know not the authority 
of Jlr Lossing for this assertion, but my father, who was born in July 
1795, Jias frequentl\ fold me that he had been seated as an infant on 
the knee of the ‘great, good m m ’ Mrs Jane W Langdon, the only 
daughter of Dr John Greenwood, gave me the following account, a 
few months prc\ious to her death (18G1) of Washington’s Msit to her 
fatlier’s office, — tlie onh visit which she recollected Washington, she 
stated, came to Ness ^oik, privately, about si\ or eight sseeks pres’ious 
to his death, (sshich lianspired Dec 14, 1799,) and remained a fesv 
dajs at the residence of Sir John Temple in Greenssuch St, betsveen 
Dje and Courtlandt streets During his sisit he called upon Dr John 
Greenssood, then at No 13 Park, ssho made for him a nesv set of 
teeth, ssith sshich he ssas soon after buried Mrs Washington also 
accompanied the Geneial and had tsso back teeth filled Then 
sisit ssas distmctls remembered bs Mrs Langdon, svho ssaas born 
in Nos 1789, her f ither ssas engaged in his office svith a lady 
it the time, and requested the General and his svife to svalk into 
the back famils sittingroom, sshich communic.ited bj a small passage 
ss IS or entis Wishington consersed ssith IMrs Greenssood, ssho svis 
in the room for some time, and desired her little daughter I me to 
drass near, aftei caressing the 1 iticr, anel asking her some questions 
IS to her studies, he dress the itlention of his ssift (ssho icm.uned 
resersed ind spoke little it the inters less ) to her long black silky hair 
Mrs I angdon stated th it the sseatlier ssas ss irm, and the dooi s ssere 
open, looking out upon the llosseibeds of the garden, (feser had i aged 
in Ness ^oik dining the summer of 1799 ) 

I cmnot join ssith ‘W’, a coi respondent of the Historical M iga- 
7IIU (\oI \ p 12 ),) in doubting the faet of this s isit of Washington 
to Ness "iork, though there ire some in iccur icies of nieniorj in the 
ibose statement, but ssould pi ice the elite interior to 1799 Sir lolin 
leniple, ssho died Nos 17, 1798 aged 07, resideel during tint sen 
111(1 '97 it l')() (ireenssieli St ind presiousls in Courtlandt St, ssith 
Ins house keejier ms lunt sshen i tliild, ss is epiite i fisoiite Di 
lolin (ire enss 00(1 resided for seseril sears pres ions to 1799 it No 9 
( hurch SI, ind eiils in 1800 piireh isoel the projierts it 19 Park 
Itoss The truth cm jirob ibis be le irned mils from the pris ile h lie is 
md memorand i of M ishinglon ” 

All e'Nuininalioii of Wasliiiiolon’s eli.uics .inel Itlleis f.nls lo iiiebe.ile 
such a sisit, aiiel the fact is doubtiel Iis most liiogi.ijilie is of asliiiigloii 
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Fjg 12<5 — Lower dcnlure of siher, mide tbout 1820, showing how e^ch indnidual 
looth was cither nscted or altnclicd b^ screws to a backing meted or soldered directlj 
to a swaged plate It was this method of constnitUon that Greenwood used in Wash- 
ington’s 1 1 st denture (Author’s collection ) 


In Chaptei III, while consideiing Benjamin Fendall, theie are seveial 
letters that are of paiticulai inteiest at this time which might help 
to substantiate the above stoiy It was then shown that IMrs Washington 
had sought the seivice of Fendall early m 1798, and that on Maich 6 
Washington had to make a lequest that the denture then undei con- 
struction be sent immediate^ or Mrs Washington would have to secure 
the services of someone else Fendall’s reply, Mitli dentine and hill, 
was not sent until August 10, 1799, a year and a half latei, and we do 
find that in the meantime iMis Washington did seek the help of Mi 
Whitlock As he was in Boston piacticing dentistiy as \iell as per- 
forming on the stage, he was unable to be of assistance The letter 
dated Apiil 17, 1799, was obtained thiough the couitesj of Mi John 
Ciibbel of Philadelphia, and is as follows 

“Pjiiladelphia April 17th, 1790 

Mrs Washington will be much obliged to Jlr Whitelock — to 
make for her a set of teeth — ^to make her some thing bigger and 
thicker in the front and a small matter longer 

She wall be leri glad if he will do them soon as those she has 
IS almost broak — ” 
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Fi^ 127 — Idler of M irtliii M a«Iiinplon lo Mr M’liillock, rcqnc'.tinf; dcntiil ‘.criicc 
(Rcprculiu ed li\ « oiirlcM of Mr Jolin CrihlicI ) 


Thciefoio il IS, inoie lliaii liKch llial Mis Wasliini»lon did seek llic 
seiMccs of (Ticcin\ood, liti Inishand’s dcnlisl at llial lime 

INotes and Rcftrcnccs 

1 ni niton ^\\nlIIlml 15 \\ islnnuton’s Medic il Know Icdfic nid Its Sonicis 

\nii(ih MctI lli'zl 103 5 Ini, 3 35 

1 151 mlon M 15 op eil No 1 31 

3 lil/pdruK Ifilin ( (itorfii \\ islniifilon Iliinsdf Indi ni.ipolis 103 5, (7 

4 ril/patrick J ( o]) til 3, 78 

3 II irt Mliiit 15 Id 1,\ Ilislore of lilt (iioifjt 33 islnnuton 15i( i nli iini.il 
(tklirilion 33 islniniton 1052 I 253 
0 HInnton, 33 15 op til No 1 37 
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Fig 128 — ^Johti Grecmtood, 1803, age 45 Began pnctice in Ne« York in 1785 
From a cr.ijon porti iit done in Pans in 1806 b> Ro) (Reproduced lij courlesj of 
the Misses Greenwood and The Frick Art Refeience Library ) 


7 Fitzpatrick, J C op cif No 3, 132 

8 Blanton, W B op cit No 1, 53 

9 Con'\\a’t, JI C Ed George Washington’s Rules of Cnilitj Traced to Their 
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HOUDON'S LIFE MASK OF WASHINGTON COMPARED 
WITH HIS PORTRAITURES 

G ONTEMPORARIES of Gcoige Washington often commented that 
none of Ins painted poitiaits accuiatelj’^ lesembled the man E^en 
some memlieis of his immediate familj' remarked that the pictures 
painted hy ^ aiious ai tists all looked aci j' much alike and weie not really 
like the mdiMdual himself Stuait, accoidmg to his daughter/ “when 
asked once foi his candid oiiinion of the comparative merits of the 
^allous busts and pictuies of Washington, taken at different peiiods, 
answeied in the most emphatic mannei, ‘Houdon’s bust came first and 
my head of him next When I painted him, he had just had a set of 
false teeth inseited, which accounts foi the constiained expiession so 
noticeable about the mouth and lowei part of the face Houdon’s bust 
does not suffei fiom this defect I wanted to paint him as he looked 
at that time ’ ” Thus one sees that even those who attempted to portiay 
him lecognized that what they weie leaMiig behind failed to express the 
nian himself 

This IS pai Rally attributed to the fact that the expression of Wash- 
ington’s face varied accoidmg to circumstances, and the painter saw it 
only in i epose In a letter to Fi ancis Hopkmson,- 'Washington left us a 
paitial explanation “I am so hackneyed to the touches of the painters’ 
pencils, that I am now altogether at their beck, and sit ‘like Patience 
on a IMonument’ whilst thej-^ are delineating the lines of mj^ face It is 
pi oof, among many others, of what habit and custom can accomplish 
At fiist I was impatient of the lequest and as restive under the opeiation 
as a colt IS of the saddle The next time I submitted very reluctantl} , 
but with less flouncing Now no dray horse moves more readily to his 
thill than I do to the painter’s chair ” 

A great similarity also exists in the word-pictures penned b} those 
who met Washington at different periods of his life, and under "^arjing 
circumstances One of the eailiest and most compi ehensive pictuies of 
the physical appeal ance of Washington was written by a fiiend and 
companion-in-aims, George Mercei, in 1759 ® 

“He may be described as being as straight as an Indian, measur- 
ing SIX feet two inches in bis stockings, and -weighing 17p pounds 
His frame is padded -with -well-dei eloped muscles, indicating 
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A studj’^ of Houdon’s hfe mask now m The Pierpont Morgan 
Library with a senes of his portiaits has revealed some interesting 
featmes heietofoie not lecognized and may offer an explanation as to 
wh}-^ none of his paintings accuiatelj’^ lesemhled Washington, and also 
why Stuait thought that the mask was supeiior to his own efforts 

Of the numeious aitists who attempted to portiay the gieat Ameri- 
can aftei 1789, all appaiently found it impossible to paint a satisfactorj’^ 
expiession aiound the mouth and manj’^ attiibuted this to the “false 
teeth which did not fit and pushed his undei lip outwaid ” 

Fig 129, showing some of the actual dentuies that Washington had 
in his mouth, might lead one to the conclusion that they weie responsible 
for the artists’ difficulties, howevei, it is moie likel}’^ that the fullness 
noted M^as instead the lesult of outwaid piessure of the spiral springs 
attached to lathei than the dentuies themselves Not only did the springs 
have a tendenc}-^ to push the lowei dentine foiwaid, hut thej-^ also caused 
tlie cheeks to become puffed 

In 1785 the State of Viigmia commissioned the celebiated French 
sculptoi, Jean Antoine Houdon, to design a hfe-size statue of Wash- 
ington, which now stands in the lotunda of the state capital m Richmond 
In Washington’s Dianes theie is lecoided that from Octohei 2 to October 
17 of that yeai, Houdon was a visitoi at Mount Vernon “to foim my 
bust”^~ and that they weie taken in “Plaislei of Paiis”^® Curiously, 
Washington became moie inteiested in Houdon’s piepaiation of the 
plastei which was to pieseive his tiue countenance, than in the results 
themselves 

At the time Houdon obtained the impression oi mould of Washing- 
ton’s face, he also piepaied a bust in clay Returning with both to his 
Pans studio, he theie completed the statue oideied by tbe State of 
Viiginia In a lettei fiom Thomas Jeffeison to Washington, bearing 
the date of Pans 4 Januaiy, 1786, Jeffeison wiote “He (Houdon) has 
hi ought with him a mould of the face onty, having left the other part of 
his woik with his woikmen to come by some other conveiance ” From 
this statement we must assume that only the impression and not tlie 
mask itself was made at Bit Vernon 

Resides the statue, fiom the mask and bust Houdon made a senes 
of busts of Washington that now aie at Bit Vernon, Stockholm, Ver- 
sailles, in the Louvre and The N^ew York Historical Society 

With the passing of yeais, consideiable conti overs}’^ aiose as to 
whethei the mask m question was actuallj’^ that of Washington, if it 
was made by Houdon oi Joseph Wnght (1756-93) , if the present mask 
in The Pierpont Morgan Library was the original and the one made 
by the great Fiench sculptor Toda)-^ there no longer remains any doubt 
as to the mask’s genuineness and that it is the one Houdon obtained 
directly from BB^ashington’s face 
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Fig 129 — -Dentures «orn bj \Sasliington Described in pre\ious chapter 
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The first to describe the mask was W W Story in 1887, who gave 
an accuiate histoiy as to the various owneis who had previously had 
it in their possession, up to the time he acquired it Upon Story’s death, 
his widow sold it to J Pieipont Morgan and it now gTaces his Library 

Many theses have been written about the mask, and within recent 
years several books relating to it have appeared The mask has often 
been reproduced to illustrate some phase of Washington’s life, the photo- 
graphs used were taken improperly, however, and badly illuminated, 
so that they failed to do justice to the mask As a result we had a 
distoited image of the face, with the lower lip projecting beyond the 
upper and a lengthened upper lip that lacks the fullness found m the 
life mask Many of the repioductions also show evidence of having 
been retouched, some having additional hairs as well as other details 
that are foreign to the mask 

In order that the details and features of the mask might be properly 
piesented, the Lihiarian of The Pierpont Morgan Library, Miss Bella da 
Costa Gieene, kindly consented to and permitted me to i ephotogi aph 
it These negatives. Figs 130, 131 and 132, are a decided impiovement 
over the previous photographs, for they present more clearly and accu- 
rately the outlines and features of Washington’s face 

The mask occupies the area between the hair on the forehead and 
the apex of the chin The oiiginal impression or mould must have been 
lifted from the face as a single piece, otherwise there would be some 
evidence on the mask of the joining togethei of separate sections 

The mask not only preserved for posterity the lines and features of 
Washington’s face, but retained the texture of his skin That the original 
impression must have been m contact with the skin itself is fuither 
borne out by the impression of individual hairs on the ovei hanging 
eyebrows, on the temples above the ears and on the forehead Also 
embedded m the plaster are some of the actual bans of Washington as 
precious mementos of the man himself Tliese weie highly piized by 
Mr Moigan 

Nowheie on the mask, howevei, can one observe poclmiarks as a 
result of Washington having had smallpox m his youth This is strange, 
foi many of his portraits show such blemishes Under the date of the 
17th of Novembei, 1751, in the Washington’s Dianes, edited by Mr 
Fitzpatiick, there is to be found the following footnote “It left the usual 
blemishes upon him, but the exact extent to which the marks were notice- 
able does not seem to be a mattei of positive record ” Cei tainly the 
mask shows no indication of the disease 

It IS known that Washington also had a scar on the left cheek, a 
lesult of an abscessed tooth which Charles W Peale, Stuail, Williams 
and otheis found of sufficient importance to reproduce on their portraits, 
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Fig 130 — ^Houdon’s Life Mask of Wasliinglon Made at Ml Vernon, October 13, li8o 
(Reproduced bj courtesj of The Pierpont Morgan Library ) 
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Fig 132 — Right side of Houdon’s Life Mask (Reproduced b> courtesi of The Pierpnni 

Morgan Ltbrary ) 
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but no such scar is to be found on the mask There is a corresponding 
spot on the mask, however, where the surface appears to have been 
scraped and smoothened as if the scar had been removed 

While some have described Washington’s face as being “long 
rather than broad with high round cheek bones” which “terminates in 
a good firm chin” the mask gives the impression that the face was broad, 
short and round with a veiy unsymmetrical chin It depends, however, 
upon how one views the mask as to what type of face he sees The 
reason for this is the marked variations in facial outlines on the right 
and left sides and of which we will have more to say later 

As Eisen and Conrow have pointed oufi'^ “the eyes have been opened 
artificially by the artist, probably to preseive their actual appearance 
and propoitions In opening the eyes all of the original suiface of the 
eye-sockets were destroyed and changed, and now stand out with a 
greater whiteness than the lest of the face All this part has naturally 
lost every tiace of skin texture, as in all sculpture made by hand ” 

The sockets as a lesult are large and the eyes set deep within them 
They are widely separated, something that is not generally obseived in 
Washington’s paintings Whether Houdon, in making these changes, 
altered the position of the socket, no one can now asceitain, for they are 
not of equal distance fiom the center of the budge of the nose The wide 
sepal ation of the eyes is due to the breadth of the bridge of the nose, for 
the latter, long for his face from the bridge to the tip, is extremely broad, 
large, straight, thick and flat One finds, however, a difference between 
the right and left sides Along the budge on the left one finds a marked 
depression as if the nose had been broken A similar hollowness neai the 
corner of the left nostril can also be observed This causes the tip of the 
nose to appear to be moie prominent, a feature observed in nearlj'^ all of 
Washington’s portraits The overhanging eyebrows aie heavy, those on 
the right are inclined downward as they noimally should, whilst the left 
has an upwaid curve This and many other features observed would in- 
dicate that Washington at some time must have had some seiious mus- 
cular distuibance See Fig 131 

The mouth is large and firm with tightly closed lips, foi he had to 
breathe thiough tubes inserted in the nostrils This gives the face a firmer 
look than perhaps in natuial life Fiom the right coiner nearly two-thirds 
of the way the mouth extends straight across and then begins to droop 
There is a gieatei diffeience in height bj'^ 3 mm fiom the light coinei 
of the nostiil to the lips than is to be found on the coiiesponding left 
side, whilst from the same corner (right) of the mouth to the chin, a 
greater difference of 6 mm is to be found than on the opposite side In- 
stead of the philtium, the hollow indent or depression below the septum 
of the nose being directly in the centci of the face, the mask shows that it 
extends slightly to the left of its natural position The profile views show 
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the lips to be in then noinial i elation to each other as one would expect 
if both the uppei and lowei teeth weie piesent and not as generally 
painted in most of ^Yashlngton’s latei poitiaits That Washington still 
letained some of his natmal teeth at the time the mask was made we now 
lvno^^ 

The holes that appeal on each side of the face aie the result of the 
foi Illation of an buhhles while plastei w'as being poured into the original 
iinpi ession 

Using the latest photogiaph of the Houdon life mask, it w'as decided 
to expel nnent to see if composite pictures of the tw'O sides of Washing- 
ton’s face might not iCAeal a possible explanation of the difference of 
the many paintings of Washington In Fig 133 we have the three 
faces The top photogiaph is the tine life mask of Washington, below 
on tlie left is the composite head, made from punts, of the right side of 
the face, wdnie on the light is the composite reproduction of the left side 
Each of the composite picluies w-as obtained in the following manner 
Fiom the oiiginal top negative another print w'as secured, then this same 
negative w'as leveised and a second print obtained, but this time the right 
side appears on the left Both photogiaphs w'ere then cut in half and the 
tw'o light sides pasted together to make one composite photograph, and 
the two left anothei In this w'ay tw'o interesting and different faces are 
levealed That on the right (the left side) w'e wull find has more of the 
facial characteiistics of existing portraits of Washington than the one on 
the left, or his right side, yet it w'ould seem one w'ould be inclined to have 
selected the features on that side for strength, dignity, pow'ei or sjTm- 
pathy Wlty the majority of his artists selected w'hat now' appears to be 
the weaker side, is difficult to understand 

Those who are familiar with faces have long recognized the fact that 
few are equally balanced or symmetrical None so far, w'e belle^ e, have 
pointed out how asymmetrical w'as the face of Washington The possible 
difference in Washington’s portraits may have come about because each 
artist “caught” one or the other of the two faces of the man, depending on 
the exact angle from which the face W'as viewed and studied 

In each of the three photogTaphs the length of the face is exactly 
the same, it is m the width that the greatest variations occur, across the 
temporal, the mouth and chin areas For that reason tlie right face is 
lounder, broader and even appears longer Although in the life mask 
and left face these same measurements are identical, the left face 
seems to be nairower and shorter, due to the asjinmetr} of the chin 

The length of the nose, the distance from it to the lips and from tlie 
lips to the chin is also alike in all three photographs It is not until we 
leach the low'er part of the face that we begin to find maiked differences 
and it W'as for that reason that Washington’s artists began to find it difi- 
cult “to paint him as he is ” 
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In most of Washington’s paintings the nose is long, narrow and 
pointed, A\hich does not coiiespond with the nose found on the life mask 
Howevei, as one studies tlie left face he can leadily understand the 
leason foi this In it we find that the bridge is much nariower than that 
seen m the tight face Ihe width acioss the nostiils although alike 
gives the appeal ance of being naiiowei with the tip of the nose being 
longei and iiioie piomment This is because of the caved in depiession 
that one sees neai the coinei of the left nostiil 

That it was difficult to paint the mouth conectly is now easily undei- 
stood, foi in the life mask the mouth runs straight acioss until neai the 
left coinei, ^^hen it begins to dioop, and not as painted m any of Wash- 
ington’s poitiaits That this diooping altered Washington’s facial ex- 
piession can leadih be seen when the mouth m tlie right and left 
faces IS studied Ceitainh the one m the right face is much the 
stiongei and fiimei, tlie left A\eaker, j'et this was the mouth most often 
depicted 

While the comers ot the lips in the life mask are firm and straight, 
liaidl}' showing the wi inkles beneath them, the profile views disclose 
that they weie piesent but shoit, with the left one slightly deeper, but 
neither were as piomment or as long as his artists accentuated them 
While the loss of Washington’s teeth later might have deepened and 
lengthened these wiinkles, it was the diooping left cornei so portiajed 
on both sides that caused the difficulty in painting and gave to his mouth 
the unnatural appeal ance His aitificial dentines in addition made it 
impossible to obtain a natural semblance 

A study of the chin area brings forth further inteiesting differences 
In the left face the mentum or lowei pait of the face foi ms a smallei 
circle than in the right face where this arc changes half way towards 
the mouth and becomes laigei in diameter As a lesult we ha\e at the 
junction a decided curve, giving to the apex of the chin a nairov er aspect 
and making the chin cap moie prominent 

In Fig 134, this time a double exposuie of the same negatne of the 
right and left faces, these vaiiations can moie clearly be observed Here 
may rest the answer as to wlij"^ Washington’s aitists diffeied so m their 
portraits 

Often one links the facial characteristics with psj^chological factors 
such as stiength, dominence, fear, hatred, dignitj and the emotions Weie 
this coirect the right half of Washington’s face would shoM the executii e 
or the militarj'^ man, while the othei side would contain all that is gen- 
erally termed weak, cunning or unreliable Modem psjchologi now 
amply proves that there is no coiielation between facial expression and 
intelligence, and orthodontists know what changes can be bi ought about 
in faces in their daily piactice, jet these alteiations do not affect the 
character of the individual 
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Many ai lists and engravers have given to the world their conception 
of Washington We have chosen a dozen of the better known paint- 
ings, especially those done in Washington’s later life There are many 
more, but we wanted to see how half a dozen diffeient artists saw the 
same individual within the same period of years 

In Fig 135 (A) is the original bust made by Houdon at the time he ob- 
tained the life mask and which is now at Mount Vernon, (B) Houdon’s 
sculptured bust now in the Louvre in Pans, (C) in Stockholm and 
(D) m the New York Historical Society They are quite similar as far 
as facial composition 

Morgan and Fielding recently came to this conclusion,^® “In ana- 
lyzing these various statements as to Washington’s appearance, the con- 
clusions would appear to be that well into middle life, Washington’s face 
was long, with high cheek bones, and his nose was long and of the Roman 
type and comparatively not thick, except at the bridge, so that the strong 
possibility IS that C W Peale’s poi trait of Washington, painted in 1778, 
more accurately resembles than any other the Washington of the Revolu- 
tion By 1789 or theieabouts Washington had lost Ins teeth and toward 
the end of his second term as President, caie, abuse and advanced years 
had marked then changes heavily upon him His face becomes more 
round, that is, it was shortened by the loss of his teeth, his eyes became 
less bright and his nose became much thickened by age ” 


Washington’s Artist and Portraits 

To Charles Willson Peak, we owe the precious portrait of the chief- 
tain’s youth (E) It IS now in the Metropolitan Museum of Art, and is 
perhaps one of his earliest paintings, representing Washington in 1757 
at the age of twenty-five It is interesting to compare this with otheis by 
the same aitist about fifteen (F) and again about forty years later (L) 
In the 1757 painting the eyes are deeply set in their sockets and widely 
separated, due to the broad bridge of the nose, a thing appaiently totally 
disregaided in nearly all of Washington’s later poi traits The nose is 
long, stiaight and broad, the mouth is not quite as large and wide as 
shown in his later paintings nor do the corners droop, the curve of the 
upper lip IS centered with the philtrum undei the center of the nose, the 
chin IS bioad, giving the face a rounder outline The same artist’s work 
IS again shown next to the one just described (F) It was painted in 1772 
and though the eyes are deeply set, they are smaller and less animated 
Here we begin to find a narrowing of the nose which gives the appearance 
of being much longer and terminating into broad nostrils The mouth 
retains the character of the earlier painting, though it seems a little 
jstraighter, firmer and wider 
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Fig 134 — Double exposure of the composite right and left faces 




ri" 135 Wn*iliinf:ton as he appeared to liis irlisls A Hoiidon’s oriftiniil I*"*** 

Mr Vernon B Houdon’s bust no« m the Louvre C Houdon’s bust Stockliolin 
D Hondon’s bust VeirlorA. Historical Society E Waslimpton in 1<57, > »> 

SiaVl" MMLson Peale, Metropolitan Museum of Art F ^ 1772 .;:c 40 b> Charges 

Willson Peale. W ashiueton and Lee Vmiersity, Lexington, iv> ii’ 

£ Wpb Wngbt" C/efeland Museum of Art’ll In 1792, age fiO, John Trumbull, 
^ Yale llniiersitr 
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Not until 17Sn, when Washington was fifty-seven, do we find a 
maikcd change in Ins facial appeal ance Until then the various artists 
who attempted to poitiaj the gieat Ameiican, had little difficulty in 
painting him, hut aftci that date, all of his nnmeious aitists failed to give 
to Washington's month an easy pose, and in all of the paintings thereafter 
the mouth appeals to he diawn and stiff G W P Custis sa 3 's “In 
1780 the fust Piesident lost his teeth, and, the aitificial ones with which 
he was fniiiishcd answciing iciy impeifectly the puipose which they 
weie intended, a maikcd change occuiicd in the appearance of his face, 
iiioie cspcciallj in the pioicction of the iiiidei lip, which forms so distin- 
guishing a featuie in the woiks of Stuait and otheis who painted poi- 
tiaits of the great man suhsequent to 1789 ” Heie his lowei lip is begin- 
ning to lie shown to project The leason foi this can be seen by the arti- 
ficial teeth he then \\oie and upon which so manj" of his contemporaries 
commented in then obseixations These dentures base been consideied 
111 the pieMous chapter Washington in manj’^ of his letteis also alluded 
to this fact and coniplaincd lepeatedlj' that thej' should be altered so that 
they would not “force the lips out moie than thej" now^ do, as it does this 
loo much alieady 

The Joseph Wiight bust poitiait (G), the next showm, w^as painted 
about 1790 and is eonsideied b}' manj' as the most correct likeness, giving 
a faitliful expression of Washington’s face at that time A comparison of 
it wnth Houdon’s life mask show's the measuiements to be identical, yet 
it A aries considerably The eyes aie not as deep, the nose being too long, 
due to Its pointedness in contrast wnth that in Houdon’s mask, the upper 
hp fs shoitei and straightei, the mouth bioader, with the distance from 
the low'ei lip to the chin fai gi eater Even the facial outline \aiies 
piesenting a much naiiow'cr face and one not as fleshj' 

No artist enjoyed more opportunity as a poitiaj'ei of Washington 
than John Trumbull, a hfe-long friend and companion Trumbull had 
letuined to America in Novemhei, 1789, after stud 3 nng on the continent 
wnth Benjamin West Washington made the follownng entry in Ins 
diary on Wednesda 3 ', Febiuar 3 r 10, 1790 “Sat from 9 till 10 o’clock foi 
Mr Trumbull to draw m 3 '^ picture in his historical pieces ’’ This was the 
equestrian portrait foi the battle pieces of Trenton and Princeton Fi\e 
other sittings w'eie given up to IMarch 1, w'hen Washington wrote “Ex- 
ercised on hoiseback this afternoon, attended b 3 ' Mr John Trumbull who 
wanted to see me mounted ” The final sitting occurred on the 4th of 
March In 1791 Trumbull executed for the cit 3 '' of New' York, a full length 
painting of the General standing erect and dressed in uniform Tuck- 
eiman remarked “This w'oik w'as executed before the loss of Ins teeth 
changed the expression of Washington’s mouth ” This, how e\ er, w as not 
correct, for tw'o 3 ears befoie all but one of his teeth were missing 
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Through the yeai 1792, Tiumhull visited Washington in Philadelphia 
and again painted a poi trait which represents him on the eve of the 
battle of Princeton (H) This one is considered one of the best of his 
works, and though C W Peale went so far as to say that “Trumbull’s 
Washington is a fable,”*^ it possesses many of the characteristics of Hou- 
don’s bust It shows an expression and a depth about the eye not seen 
by the other artists It records the same facial expression, the high cheek- 
bone, upturned eyebiow, the same type of nose, and has all the character- 
istics of the left side, with the curved mouth 

The Williams’ “Masonic” painting of Washington is typical of a face 
lacking teeth (I) (Fig 136) It has however moie of the mask facial out- 
lines than any of the others and repiesents the right side of Washington’s 
face The mouth, although the corners dioop, and the type of nose and 
eyes resemble m cast and featuies the famous Houdon’s mask It is en- 
tirely different fiom any other portrait of the President, for it brings out 
several details faintly shown m others, the smallpox scars on the nose 
and cheek, the black mole under the right ear and the disfiguring scar 
on the left cheek, as a result of an ulcerated tooth, already shown in 
Peale’s painting and lecoided in Fig 114 of the previous chapter It was 
painted m Philadelphia by William Walliams m 1793 It was ordered, 
received and accepted by the group of men who had known Washington 
intimately “They were satisfied that they had pieseived foi posterity a 
hue, umdeahzed likeness of their fiiend, patron and companion, as the 
artist followed instiuchons hteially ‘Paint him as he is ’ The heavy 
lines brought about by age and the faulty fit of false teeth incompletely 
eliminated by Stuart by stuffing cotton between the lips and cheek, are 
faithfully leproduced m the painting The portiait is not a flatteiing 
likeness, compared to the geneial conception of the Fust President, but 
It undoubtedly is a hue portiait, foi it is hardly possible that Washing- 
ton’s Masonic friends would have accepted that which was not a faithful 
hansel ipt of his featuies as he then appealed 

The Wertmuller (1795) (J) and Rembrandt Peale’s (1795) (K) inter- 
pretations are somewhat alike While the general facial outline fol- 
lows the lines of the light side of Washington’s face, the nariow, long, 
pointed nose, eyes less widely separated, and more shallow drooping 
mouth and nariow face are chaiacterishc however of the left side Some 
of Weitmuller’s features have strong points of resemblance with those 
found in Tiumbull’s porti aits G W P Custis almost ignores this paint- 
ing and, questioning if it was painted m 1795, asks “where is the distin- 
guishing featuie in the phj’^siognomy of the Chief of that period — the 
pi ejection of the undei lip*^”’^ 

In September 1795, three sittings, fiom 7 till 10 in the morning, were 
accoided to se^eral membeis of the Peale family, each of whom finished 
a portiait of the Piesident Rembrandt Peale’s has already been consul- 






Fig 136 — ^\^^nshington as he appeired lo lus artists I In 1*^94, nge 62, b' William 
Williams, Alexandria Washington Lodge, Alexandria, Va / In 1794, age 62, I>> A ^ 
Werlmuller K In 1795, age 63, Renibrindt Peale L In 1795, age 63, h> CharIc^ 
Willson Peale, A'eir YorA. Historical Society M Vaup^hait Portrait In 1^95, age 63, 
Gilbert Stuart, il/efropohtan Museum of j4rt A In 1796, age 64, Gilbert Stuart, Bo«ton 
Athenaeiimy Museum of Fine Arty Boston O In 1796, age 64, James Sharpie'*^ P In 
1798, age 66, b> Charles de St Mcmin (Photograph^ furni«hed through the couric"^ 
of Hon Sol Bloom, Chairman Washington Bi Ccnienni il Celebration ) 
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ered The portiait Chailes Willson Peale (L), painted at the same 
time as that his hi other, seems to resemble moie the face on the right 
side, except in the legion of the mouth which is altogethei too full What 
IS the seciet of success in this painting of C W Peale’s Washington'? 
Chailes Willson Peale obseived that the mouth was abnormally shaped 
on account of the ill-fittmg dentures, and he set to work, carved and cast 
in metal a full set and sculp tuied the dentuies m ordei to give a perfect 
and leposed condition of the mouth and the facial muscles This denture 
we have pieviousty desciihed (Fig 120) Washington’s compeeis, rela- 
tives and fi lends have consideied the poitiait paintings by Charles W 
Peale as the neaiest lesemhlance to the hue outlines of the face of Wash- 
ington Knowing and having painted Washington in his youth, he was 
able to succeed wheie otheis had failed Both lips however weie cairied 
much fuithei foiwaid than in the life mask, on account of the heavy 
dentuies The scai on the left cheek is seen very clearly In many re- 
spects both this and the Williams’ painting aie quite similar 

There is a maiked diffeience in the two Stuart paintings (M and N) 
now in the Metropolitan Museum of Art and the Athenaeum poitiait of 
1796, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston Gilbert Stuart has geneially been 
consideied the most famous of the aitists who painted Washington 
and, while his poitiaits have gieat nieiit as woiks of ait, they do not 
coiiespond with the life mask The flist one was painted in Septembei, 
1795, just aftei the occasion on which Stuait discoveied the Peales at 
woik He piodiiced, as one wiitei sa 3 "s “a face on which the lines 
of chaiactei aie softened, the eneigj-^ of expiession mellowed, a face 
chastened hj' lesponsibihties, infinite^ sweet and with a tender 
melancholj’^ of exalted seiiousness It is the face of the one who has 
conqueied himself as well as otheis and it lepiesents him as indeed 
‘the Fathei of his People ’ ” 

The fiist of the thiee iiainlings fiom life was the Vaughan type (M) , 
aftei that came the full-length portiait known as the Lord Lansdowne 
The thud, at the lequest of IMrs Washington, is the famihai Athenaeum 
(N) It IS estimated that Stuait did fiom eightj^ to one-hundied like- 
nesses of Washington fiom these The lattei portiait stands first m popu- 
laiitj" It IS known that Stuai t did not like his fiist poi trait of Washington 
and when he painted his second and thud fiom life, he chose the opposite 
side of the face, the left, lefinmg the lines and much ideah/mg Wash- 
ington’s countenance The pictuies b}' Stuart also give a diawn oi stiff 
appeal ance to the mouth 

Elaboiate ciiticisms upon the poi traits of Stuart frequentlj' greet 
oui ejes, vet in one point of censure, the mouth, theie appears to be a 
univeisahty of opinion Tuckeiman sajs “The usual olijection to 
Stuai t’s Washington is a ceitain feebleness about the lines of the mouth, 
which does not coirespond vith the distinct outlines of ttiefiontal legion, 
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Ihe benign jcl icsohed eve, and the haimonious dignitj of the entire 
head, hut this defect was an incMtahle lesult of the loss of teeth, and 
then impel feel siihsliliilion of a false set ’ Remhiandt Peale, in a letter 
dated ^laich 27 IS.in, (o Di Isaac T Gicenwood, A\iote “Washington 
sat to me in the autumn of 1791— and at the same time sat to Stuart, hal- 
ing then in his mouth the Tcctii made h\' join Giandfathei in 1790 — not 
satisfied iMth this Poitiait Stuait painted anothei Poi trait in the spring 
of 96, Mhen the Gencial had in his moutli an Iioij sett made In James 
Gaidette nhich caused his mouth to he changed ” 

Isaac T(ohn) Gicenwood lecoided the following leniaiks as pub- 
lished in the Philadelphia Bulletin dining the jear 1850 -® “In Stuart’s 
poitiait the mouth is icmaikahlj film, tightlj closed, and altogether 
peculiai It has often been lefciied to as singularly" characteristic ot 
Washington’s non icsolution Yet the Until is it obtains this expression 
fiom a badly fitting set of teeth A close obsei\ei can see on scrutmizing 
the poitiait that the mouth looks sw'elled abo%e the lips, so tliat the 
pictuie itself, in the eyes of a competent cube, coiiohoiates tlie tra- 
dition ” 

Tuckeiman again speaking of Stuart’s second or Lansdowne’s poi- 
tiait, comments “The featuies usually exaggerated in poor copies, 
and the least agieeahle in the original, is the mouth, resulting from the 
w"ant of suppoit of those muscles, consequent on the loss of teeth, a 
defect which Stuait \ainly attempted to remedy by inserting cotton 
betw'een the jaw" and the lips, and Willson Peale more permanently, 
but not less ineffectually", sought to relie\e by" a set of artificial teeth ” 

Stuart often complained of Washington’s impatience at posing for 
Ins portraits, and theie is e\idence that Washington was not fond of 
Stuart At the earnest solicitation of j\Irs Bingham, Stuart was reluct- 
antly granted another sitting on the 10th of April, 1796, resulting in the 
“Lansdowne” portrait Again on condition that w"hen finished, the por- 
trait should come into the possession of Mrs Washington, a third sittmg 
w"as accorded, but Stuait w"as so well pleased W"ith his painting that he 
ne^er completed it, and thus retained it for his own use It still remains 
in its unfinished state in the Boston Museum of Fine Art, though the 
pioperty" of the Boston Athenaeum 

In this painting, the face is shortened, also the nose, though the 
bridge of the nose has been w"idened In both the facial dimensions, the 
distance from nose to chin is too short, and that of the lips to the chin 
too great In the last painting the mouth and the eyes resenilile moie 
those found in the composite picture on the left The roundness of the 
face also approaches this ty"pe of face In nearly" e\ery lespect it is 
that of the left side of the life mask 

The last portrait of Washington w"as a ciayon piofile by James 
Shaipless, made at Philadelphia, in 1796, (0) and is without doubt a 
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correct and faithful profile of Washington, very closely resembling the 
profile view of Houdon’s life mask, made in 1785, as well as that of his 
busts 

Loosing remarked “For the exquisite likeness and uncommon 
truthfulness of expression, this has been much admiied hy members 
of the Washington family who remembered the original ” 

It seems that Washington must have realized the alteiations which 
were taking place, as this was the last sitting he gave to any artist, though 
Charles de St Memin, in 1798, produced the portiait in the lower right 
hand corner (P) 

Apparently the trouble with most of Washington’s artists was the 
fact that they failed to recognize the lack of proper facial dimensions due 
to the loss of teeth The}"^ overlooked the fact that the distance from 
the nose to the chin was too short, on account of a shortening of the 
distance from the nose to the lip And they lost the contoui of the 
lower hp By protruding the lower jaw, this was ovei emphasized In 
studying the composite pictures, one will find that the faces aie exactly 
the same length and that both have the same distance fiom the nose 
to the lips, and from the lips to the chin, the two faces appeal entirely 
different 

Not only did the loss of teeth affect Washington’s face, but Maclay, 
in 1798, of one of the President’s dinners, remarked “He seemed in 
more good humor than I ever saw him, though he was so deaf that I 
believe he heard little of the conveisation ” This defect Washington 
also called to the attention of Lafayette, saying that he was “sensible 
too, to a decay of heaiing” The loss of Washington’s teeth aggiavated 
the condition foi the condyle of the mandible shifting on the auditory 
meatus, and pioduced added irritation and jiressuie 

The comparison study outlined above would indicate that with the 
exception of the Williams’ IMasonic painting, they all apparcntlj^ lacked 
something that Houdon’s life mask so vividly retained, and that most 
of the portraits of Washington aie idealistic and stiess certain charac- 
teristics which appealed to the artist The paiticulai stjde of each may 
be traced in his ^allous effoits, and all cleail}’^ show that thej" saw but 
one half of Washington’s face, either the left oi the right, and so painted 
him 
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EPILOGUE 

The end of my storj”^ has now been reached, compnsmg a period 
of dental history which, until now, has remained somewhat m 3 ’^sterious 
or unknown The foregoing does not pretend to be a complete account 
of the early development of the profession and its advent in America, 
but it does cover the more notable achievements and serves to illustrate 
the difficulties which have attended the VTitmg of the early background 
of dentistry, especial^ that in America, ditficulties chie% due to the 
lack of accessible material Historj’^ continues to march unceasmgty 
and the stage is now set for those scenes which later raised American 
dentistry to the esteemed position it has attained and gave it world-wide 
recognition 

American dentistr}’^ as an organized profession had its birth during 
the six-j’^ear period from the formation of its first dental society' m 1834, 
The Society of Surgeon Dentists of the City and State of New York, to 
that of the first national society m 1840, The American Society of Dental 
Surgeons Not until 1846 did the first national medical convention 
assemble During this interval there was conceived and brought to 
fruition the first dental journal. The American Journal of Dental Science, 
June 1839, and the first dental college, The Baltimore College of Den- 
tal Surgery, 1840 As j’^ears went bj^ new and important discoveries 
occurred, and wider and ever wider strata of the population received 
better dental care 

Now that we have had an opportunity to thoroughly appreciate the 
studj”^ of this colonial period of our historj', we cannot help but arrive 
at the conclusion that the majority of men then practicing were honest 
of purpose, sincere and capable exponents of our profession 

It IS true that thej" possessed but little or no knowledge concerning 
those sciences which todaj’^ are so important foi anj”^ person dealing with 
living tissues or human organs, but that this period did not fail to bring 
forth fundamental changes and that the practitioners were merel) 
charlatans has not been borne out or substantiated 

A close studj' will show what sort of men nurtured dentistrj’ and 
supported it to maturity It will demonstrate that dentistrj' Avas well 
founded b}" professional men and not entirel}" by artisans, and that all 
through these jears, the dark ages of dentistrj, there liaAe been men 
with a just appreciation of the qualifications and needs of a piofession 
We are proud to belicAe that these pioneers undei stood and constantlj 
and conscientioush' regarded those lavs upon the obser\ance of vhich 
experience taught them success depended IndiAidual dentists, eminent 
men, studied, searched, settled, each for himself, certain lavs gOAcrning 
dental operations in their hands Each, to an extent, codified them in 
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Ins nund as he proved Ihcii woilh in liis own piactice and they became 
Ihc piinciples of dental piaclice 

The pioncci dentists in oui own land, foi the most part, entered 
practical life while the inind was still active and alert Untrammeled 
by the dogmas of trained teachers or the rigid exactions of time-honored 
theories, thej dc^ eloped a self-reliance, a readiness to adapt to then 
present rise aNailable means and an alertness for better methods and 
then application, with the neccssarj skill, to which their biothers in 
Euiope w’ere strangers Many, it is tine, w'eie mechanics, trained in 
the machine shop or at the blacksmith's forge, the carpenter’s or the 
jew’elei’s bench To them and to then influence the dental profession 
the w'oild o^el ow'es much that has made the fine arts of dentistrj a 
possibility 

Nowhere else in the world ha\e practical mechanics become so 
practical The immediate outgiow'th w'as first, a necessitj of accomp- 
lishing much with meager lesouices, second, a field untrammeled by 
conventionalities and unhampered by time-honored usage 

Although America in its colonial period first learned its dentistry 
in Europe, in time the student-nation began to read lessons w^hich the 
oldei eye failed to perceive In this young stoij' there aie bold deeds, 
and it w'as not many years thereafter when American dentistry began 
to lead the way To some of my leaders it wall come as a surprise to 
find howf many of the so-called basic fundamentals of dentistry had then 
origin during this period History makes us humble indeed, for in spite 
of our exalted opinion of modern dentistry, we must come to the realiza- 
tion that during the j^ears considered, there was much that W'e might 
have utilized, to our great advantage 

In citing a few of the important items as found throughout the period 
covered, my meaning will be made somewhat clearer Let us begin wath 
the problem of oral hygiene, for w^as it not for the purpose of educating 
the public at large along the principles of oral hygiene that our literature 
first came into existence, in the writings of Skinnei and Longbothom and 
one finds that during the later decades of the eighteenth centuiy the 
recent slogan that a clean tooth does not decay had its origin in the 
records of the Greenwoods'^ The clinical picture of pyorihea alieolans 
and its treatment by Fauchaid in 1746 is certainly a remarkable presen- 
tation of the subject How much have we added to this‘s The construc- 
tion of the early artificial bridgework, with the ancient’s concept of the 
necessity of keeping the gum margins free, and the use of piiot teeth 
were the contributions of our first artisans even befoie the dajs of the 
present era In America, late in the eighteenth century, human and 
animal teeth, either fixed by pivots m remaining loots or fastened to 
adjoining teeth by wiies, bands, or ligatures, or set on base plates caried 
from ivory, gave w^ay to the gold clasp and gold swaged plate, the latter 
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retained m the mouth hy atmospheric pressure Mineral teeth weie then 
being experimented with and used m this country The cast-gold inlay 
had been used successfully early in the century hy our Pre-Columbian 
neighbors, and again forgotten until 1906 Filling materials foi repair- 
ing and arresting the ravages of dental caries, such as silver, lead or 
tin were beginning to be displaced by gold, beaten from coins The 
dental foot engine had made its appearance in 1790 and was forgotten 
until 1870 

While Fauchard was the first to state that there were no worms in 
the teeth, an idea prevalent at that time, Greenwood consideied that 
caries might result from two causes, either acidity oi by microorganisms, 
the latter he termed annalcula, thus anticipating Miller by many years 
As for the dental pulp and its treatment, attempts to alleviate the pain 
were being made with oil of cloves, cinnamon and turpentine, or a bolus 
of opium, while the exposed nerve was being destroyed by cauteiization 
We thus find the pulp destroyed, removed from its cavity and canal, 
and after antiseptic treatment, long before the days of Listei, the pulp 
canal, pulp cavity and cavity of decay being filled with such material 
as gold, the placing of cotton m the loot canal apparently belonged to a 
later period Replantation and transplantation of teeth were the order 
of the day, and dental treatment for an involved antrum was likewise 
practiced Taking care of the teeth of the young child upon a yearly 
fee was then the practice The care and preservation of the deciduous 
teeth and the importance of their retention until replaced by the per- 
manent successor was well understood, and the use of an expansion 
arch to correct irregularities and its basic principle were well known 
Dental literature in this country was just beginning to be published, and 
finally there was established in infirmaries and hospitals the dental 
clinic 

One could continue, but sufficient evidence, we believe, has been 
presented upon which our conclusions are based as to the freedom of 
inquiry which characterized the best men of that time and to their 
liberality m giving freely the fruits of their labors to other seekers after 
light 

In enumerating these basic fundamentals, there is no desire to 
convey the idea that all of these principles were then the geneial prac- 
tice, most likely they were not The important point is that all of them, 
and many others, were known and practiced by some, and if they were 
not followed by all, it was because as in all ages, men did not utilize 
the knowledge at their disposal 

After reading this, one must admit that it certainly was not entirely 
an age of “quackery” What actually took place fiom 1800 to 1835 
must be left for another time, suffice to say that it was within that period 
that dentistry found itself gradually slipping into the hands of the 
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unscrupulous, so (ha( men ^^cle compelled to organize m order that the 
progress of dentistiv might continue iinhampeied 

Man} jeais of study haAc gnen me the oppoitumty to become 
familial with the histoiy of oui piofession, its liteiatme, and the Ines 
of the foiemost men of the lime This has now become a part of me, 
and it IS this knowledge that we now desiie to impait to others The 
readei must decide how fai we have succeeded It is with regret that 
we bid faievell to this impoitant peiiod, to those with whom we ha\e 
been living foi scNeial decades INIy hope is that it will be convincing 
enough that fiom oui histoij' we have much to learn 

“To the making of books there is no end ” Notwithstanding this 
mipatient lemaik of the skeptic, the making of new hooks is not without 
its defense Books aie an impoitant link, not only m the history, but 
also in the piogiess of a science They aie the monuments left bj bjgone 
ages In them the past is made to live again, and the evperiences of 
all the ceil tunes aie lefmed and erystallized for our own benefit and 
enjojnnent We need these records of thought and achievement to build 
ouz own Ines hettei The highest aspiiations and achievements of the 
profession, committed to literature, have survived and have been trans- 
mitted to us Without the agency of the punted woid, they would ha\e 
perished with succeeding generations Books preserve the spirit of the 
past and should educate the present generation by acquainting it with 
the accumulated treasuies of our ancestors Each generation has the 
task of reshaping and reinterpreting the history and institutions of the 
past for the understanding of the present It will be inteiestmg m this 
connection to bear in mind that many of our modern practices represent 
a change onty in methods and not in tlie basic principles The difference 
IS that today with our added knowledge, we are better able to cope with 
the problems that confront us 

In the solution of the peiplexing problems which today confront the 
profession, the experience of the past must be our best, if not our only 
guide To draw conclusions from false premises, then, must of necessity 
lead to false steps, steps which may well prove fatal 

“Historjf IS to the world what memory is to the indnidual ” 

The profession which is ignorant of or misinterprets its past experi- 
ences, has lost perhaps its most valuable asset, has missed its best guide 
to the future, and wall almost ceitamlj' continue to repeat the same 
mistakes indefinitely Neglect of science by one generation bars the 
doors of progress, and the next generation suffers accordingl} 

“If we tried to sink the past beneath our feet, be sure the future 
would not stand ” 
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found in the libraries of the American Antiquarian Society in Worcester, Mass , 
New York Historical Society, New York Public Library, New York Society Library, 
Library of Congress, Massachusetts Historical Society, Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania, Maryland Historical Society and the Peabody Institute of Baltimore 

Maryland 

Maryland Gazette (Annapolis) 1778-1779 1783-1791 

Maryland Journal 1773-1795 Name changed to Maryland Journal &. Baltimore 
Advertiser Oct 26, 1795 

Baltimore Telegraphe 1795-1800 

Massachusetts 


Boston Chronicle 1767-1770 
Boston Evening Post 1735-1775 
Boston Evening Post 1778-1780 

Boston Evening Post and General Adveiliser 1781-1784 

Boston Gazette 1753-1798 In Jan 1753 title changed to Boston Gazette or 
Weekly Advertiser April, 1755 Boston Gazette or Country Journal 
Boston Post Boy 1734-1775 

Columbian Centinel 1790-1800 A continuation of the Massachusetts Centinel 
on June 16, 1790 

Independent Chronicle 1770-1800 A continuation of the New England 
Chronicle Nov 1770 changed title to Independent Chronicle and the 
Universal Advertiser 

Massachusetts Centinel 1784-1790 On June 12, 1790 title changed to Columbian 
Centinel 

Massachusetts Gazette and Boston News Letter 1708-1769 

Massachusetts Gazette 1785-1788 

Massachusetts Mercury 1793-1800 

Massachusetts Spy 1770-1775 

Federal Orrey 1794-1796 


New York 

Neiv-York Chronicle 1709-Jan 4, 1770 
[New-York] Columbian Gazetteer, 1793-1794 
[NeW'York] Commercial Advertiser 1797-1800 
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LiVciw-iorA] Coti’ililuitonal Gazette Aug 1775-Aiig 1776 
[jVcjy-yorA] Daitu \dvcrtiscr 1785-1800 

\cw-Yorh Daiti/ Gazette 1785-1 79), succeeded New-Yorh Independent Journal 
[iVcH»-lorA] Diarii 1792-1798 

New-York Gazette or IVecA/;/ Pott Boy (Holts) 1747-1773 
New-lork Gazette and Weekly Mercttiy (Gaines) 1768-1783 A continuation 
of Aciw-VorA Mercury 

INcw-York} Independent Gazette 1783-1784 Continued as New-York Journal 

New-\ork Journal or General Advertiset 1760-1776 A continuation of the 
iVciw-1 ork Gazette oi the Weekly Pott Boy 
New-York Journal (Grecnleafs) 1794-1800, a continuation of the New-York 
Journal S. Patriotic Beyitter 

New-York Independent Journal or General Advertiser 1784-1793 A continu- 
ation of "The Independent Gazette In 1785 knoNvn at the New-York 
Journal A General Adverlitei ” In Maj 1790 became New-York Journal 
A Patriotic Beyitter Continued as Grecnlcaf’s New-York Journal 1793 
New-York Weekly Miisciini 1788-1800 
New-York Packet 1783-1792 

New-York Weekly (Independent) Journal 1733-1751 

IBivington’t New-York] Royal Gazette 1777-1783, a continuation of Rivington’s 
New-York Loyal Gazette In 1783 became Bivington’s New-York Gazette, 
or Universal Advertiser 


Pennsylvania 

Pennsylvania Chronicle and Universal Advcilisoi 1767-1774 
[Pennsylvania] Federal Gazette 1788-1793 
Pennsylvania Gazette 1700-1800 

Pennsylvania Journal or Weekly Advertiser 1766-1793 
Philadelphia Aurora 1794-1800 
Philadelphia Packet 1771-1790 
[Philadelphia] Freeman’s Journal 1781-1792 
[Philadelphia] Gazette of the United States 1790-1800 
Independent Gazetter 1785 
Staatsbote 1794-1800 

Providence Gazette A Country Journal 1780-1790 

Hartford Courant 1800 

Hudson Gazette 1795 

Norfolk Gazette or Herald 1796 

South Carolina Gazette 1796 

Virginia Argus 1800 

Virginia Journal 1785-1787 

Virginia Gazette 1772-1799 A few numbers here and there 
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LETTERS RELATING TO WASHINGTON 
AND HIS DENTIST* 


Fig 

I 1781 — -Mar 29 — New Windsor Washington to John Baker (Win L 

Clements Library, Ann Arbor, Mich ) Have 

2a 1781 — Sept — Le Mayeur to Barnard Turner, requesting applica- 

cation for Passport to America Have 

2b 1781 — -Sept 10 — Jean Pierre Le Mayeur to Barnard Turner, Public 
Record Office State papers Domestic J^ondon V 22 
Stevens Catalog Index Have 

3 1783 — May 15 — Washington’s Inquiry to Lt Col William S Smith 

regarding a dentist (Le Mayeur) (Library of 
Congress) Have 

4 1783 — May 20 — William S Smith’s reply to Washington (Original 

draft in Stephenson Collection N Y Public Li- 
brary) The letter sent, now in Library ot Con- 
gress Have 

5 1783 — June 12 — Washington to William S Smith Want 

6 1783 — June 17 — William S Smith to Washington Want 

7 1783 — ^ June 17 — George Washington to Maj Billings of Poughkeep- 

sie (Memoirs of John Greenwood) Have 

8 1783 — June 20 — Washington to William S Smith Have 

9 1783 — July 1 — Letter of Le Mayeur to Washington (Library of 

Congress) Have 

10 1783 — ^July 16 — Washington to Le Mayeur (Library of Congress) Have 

II 1784 — -Jan 20 — Le Mayeur to Washington (Library of Congress) Have 

12 1784 — -Feb 22 — Washington to Richard Varick (Library of Con- 

gress) Have 

13 1784 — ^Mar 31 — Le Mayeur to Richard Varick (Library of Con- 

gress) Have 

14 1784 — Aug 14 — I e Mayeur to Washington (Library of Congress) Have 

15 1784 — ^Aug 30 — Washington to Le Mayeur (Library of Congress) 

(Lafajette) Have 

lb 1785 — •No^ 2 — Le Mayeur to Washington Richmond (Library of 

Congress) Have 

17 1786 — Mar 28 — Washington to Le Majeur Want 


Tn n letter from J C Fitzpatrick dated Jnnuarj 2C, 1931 lie stales \N c linse <>'>'> ‘"o of 
.he WnshinctX letters to Dr Greenwood but I ssoiild like ser> mue . to base pholosinl 

copies " ^ for ineorporatinfi In the WniTINGS ” These later were supplied him 
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18 

1786 

— Api 

19 

1786 

— Aug 

20 

1787 

— 3pi 

21 

1787 

— Mav 

22 

1787 

— Mav 

23 

1787 

— Oct 

24 

1791 

— Feb 

25 

1791 

— Feb 


2C 1791— Sept 

27 1701 — Sept 

28 1705— Feb 

29 1797 — Jan 

30 1797 — Jan 

31 1797 — Jan 

32 1797 — Feb 

33 1798 — Mar 

34 1798 — Dec 

35 1798 — Dec 


10 — Ic Mnciii (o Wisbinglon (Lilinij of Congress) 

28 — LcMnLui to W«sbinglon (Libnij of Congress) 

8 — I c Jin cm to Wnbington (Library of Congress) 

5 — JVishinglon to Ic Ma\ciii 

23 — LcJIaacin (o JVashington (Lilnan of Congress) 

24 — LcMnein to Washington (Libiaij of Congress) 

G — Giecnnood to Wisbiiiglon* (no record) 

IG- — PIiiI idclphia Wasliingloii to Greenwood This 
Ictlci Ins biotlici, Isaac, ga\c to Joseph Oscai Bald- 
win, then a stiident in his oITice who in 18G9 ga\e 
it to the Philadelphia Dental College Record is in 
Koch’s IIislois of Dtiilislrs V 3, p 26, 1910- Dr 
Bioiiiwcll, the dean w is not able to locate it in 
1932 

4 — Washington to Giccnwood Refer to J G answer 
dated Sept 10 Also in Ledger A 

10 — Giecnwood’s answci (Library ot Congress) Re- 
feiicd to in Ledgci A 

20 — Philadelphia Washington to Greenwood Was 
presented Jiih 25, 1842 bj Isaac John Greenwood 
to Chapin A Hams Mrs H irris turned it oser to 
Di Waltei Harris Coflin and it was then gi\en to 
the London Hospital Jledical College in White 
Chapel 

20 — Philadelphia Washington to John Greenwood 
This letter was sent bs I J Gieenwood to C F 
Maury, dentist in Pans, Nor ember 1, 1825 Part of 
the letter appe irs in Maurj ’s “Traite complet de 

Part dll dentistc ” 1828, 1833, pp 386-1841, pp 

338-9 Now owned bj Edward Titus of Pans (Li- 
brarj of Congress had it photostated) 

23 — Gi eenwmod to JVashington 

25 — Philadelphia George Washington to Greenwmod 

Formerly in the possession of the late Mr Joseph 
Rudd Greenwood, N Y The Library of Congress 
in 1936 acquired this and others in accordance 
with the wall of John Greenwood 

20 — Statement of John Greenwood in reference to the 
letter of January 25, which is the answ^er (Librarj 
of Congress) 

6 — Mt Vernon Letter from George Washington to 
Benjamin Fendall, referring to Mrs Washington 
(Library of Congress) 

7 — Philadelphia George Washington’s letter In pos- 

session of the J R Greenwood estate Now^ in the 
Library of Congress 1936 

8 — Greenwmod to Washington 


Haie 

Haie 

Haie 

Want 

Ha\e 

Have 

Want 


Haie 

Want 

Ha\e 


Have 


Have 

Want 


Hav e 

Have 

Have 

Hav e 
Want 



382 


HISTORl OF DENTISTRY IN AMERICA 


36 1798 — Dec 12 — Philadelphia Washington to Greenwood Given to 

William Pitt Greenwood of Roston, a brother In 
1877 he in turn loaned to “Old South Meeting 
House” Roston In Geo C Mason’s “Life of Gil- 
bert Stuart” it IS dated October 12th instead of 
December 12th Have 

37 1798 — Dec 28 — Greenwood to Washington This letter came into 

the possession of Mr William Alexander Smith of 
New York, 412 Madison Ave , and it was still in his 
possession on April 19, 1909 It appeared in the 
Magazine of American History, 1886, V XVI, pp 
294-5 Now in the Pennslyvania Historical Society 
Appears correctly in Thorpe’s V 3 Koch’s p 24 &. 
Cigrand’s “Rise, Fall & Revival of Dental Prosthe- 
sis” p 177 Have 

38 1799 — Jan 6 — Mt Vernon, Va Washington’s letter in possession 

of J R Greenwood Correctly dated in Koch’s 
History of Dentistry, V 1, p 86, and Cigrand’s Rise, 

Fall & Revival, etc , p 180 Incorrectly dated 1795 
in Thorpe’s V 3, p 25 Harris’ Dictionary 1849, 
p 334, and Dexter’s Hi'-tory, p 11 Now in the Li- 
brary of Congress Have 

39 1799 — Jan 11 — J Greenwood’s answer to Washington of the 6th 

Property of Forest H Sweet in 1935 Have 

40 1799 — Aug 10 — Benjamin Fendall’s answer to Washington’s letter, 

March 6th Library of Congress Have 

41 1800 — Aug 25 — Affidavit of Notary regarding Washington’s Tooth, 

(J R Greenwood’s estate) Now in the Library of 
Congress, 1936 Have 



APPENDIX C 


RELATING TO THE DISPOSITION OF THE WASHINGTON- 
GREENWOOD LETTERS AND DENTURES 

“Tlic three letters, ^\lnch I ln\c Ki'cn in full nie the only ones leimining 
of the Wnslungton corrcsiiondence, in the hands of Dr I I Grcc^^^ood The 
first and second are avntttn iiiion paper, the watei niaik of which contains 
the name and crest of Washington, and a crude figuic of Lihcitv seated, on a 
plough, a correct representation of which occiiis in Lossing’s ‘Mount Vernon’ 
(p 348) How niana in minihci the Washington Letters w'ere originallj I cannot 
state. Dr I T Giecnwood, when they came into his possession at the death of 
his father, enclosed them in a wrapper wdiich is still presciccd and upon which 
he wrote, ‘Letters from Gen Gcoigc Washington to John Greenwood, Dentist, 
from 1791 to 1798 Anno Domini,’ embracing thus a period of eight >ears, — 
beneath the ahoic was suhsccpicnth wiiltcn, ‘No’ Some of these letters, were 
gnen aw as at the tunc b\ me that South America w^as rei olufionized to indi- 
viduals going there 

Isaac J Greenwood ” 

“Mav 23, 1838 71 Warren (St ) 

“Thus we find that most of the letters w'crc disposed of about the year 1821, 
no memoranda, however were ever taken as regards them In 1825 one of the 
remaining letters, as we have before particularlj mentioned was, sent out to 
M F Maurj at Pans (See p 23) 

“Oct 5, 1840 Dr David K Hitchcock of Boston (98 Court St) sent on to 
Dr I J Greenwmod, lequesting a drawing of the Washington Tooth and an 
account of its extraction, to be introduced in his lectures on teeth, which he 
at times delivered at the various Lyceums, in truth a rather strange demand 
as the tooth differs not from any other human tooth, and moreover was never, 
I suppose, extracted, but gradually loosened and forced out, as has been alreadv 
stated, in his reply of Oct 6th Dr Greenwood observes “Among the letters from 
G W to my father I find a small parcel endorsed (in the hand-writing of mv 
father) thus — ‘Teeth that have been fixed in the head of General George Wash- 
ington by John Greenwood, Dentist, you will find that they remained in so 
long that they are nearly destroyed ’ I have but two remaining and I send j on 
one, it IS a Bicuspes, and the moisture being absorbed, it has split ’ One of 
these had already been sent to Maury of Pans in 1825 Among the private 
memoranda of Dr I J Greenwood I find the following, under date of Julv 25, 
1842 — “Gave Professor Chapin A Harris a letter from General Washington, one 
of three remaining (i e exclusive of the one framed) that I hav e from those 
written by my father, and the only remaining tooth (also split) winch was one 
that had been inserted in the head of Gen Washington (as bv' a memorandum 
accompanying the same in hand writing of my father John Greenwood) and 
an Old Advertisement of my father relative to this profession ’’ 
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From Isaac John Greenwood’s Manuscript entitled 

"The Portraitures of Washington" 1862 

ISAAC J GREENWOOD 
171 West End Ave 
Formerly 216 W 14th St 

New York, October 15th, 1890 

Dr R B Winder, [1828-1894] 

Dean of the Balto Coll of Dental Surgery, 

Dear Sir 

Several times in the course of years, I have received communications from 
gentlemen in the profession, seeking information as to Dr Greenwood, Wash- 
ington’s Dental Surgeon Some of these ha\e made allusion to a set of artificial 
teeth, now in the museum of your college, said to ha\e been used by the First 
President I am aware that my late father, some time previous to 1840, presented 
to Dr Chapin A Harris, a portion of the upper half of a set, and I have always 
understood that Dr Harris gave it to the College 

But will you be kind enough to inform me if it is a fact that you have 
also a full Washington set, and can jou let me know what proof you have of 
its authenticity 

Any information on the subject will greatly oblige 

Yours very truly, 

(signed) Isaac J Greenwood 

(In Balto College of Dental Surgcrj ) Confidential 

BALTIMORE COLLEGE OF DENTAL SURGERY 
Prof R B Winder, M D , D D S , DEAN 
No 716 Park Avenue 


Baltimort, Oct 15th, 1890 

Isaac J Green^^ood, Esq 
Dear Sir 

We have an oil painting in the College of Dr Greenwood, and we likewise 
ha^e an upper and lo^^er set of teeth said to ha^e been worn by Washington, 
and I ha\e ne\er before known that there was or could be any doubt as to their 
authenticity Thcj ^^CIe presented to this school a long time ago by Dr John 
Allen, 716 Fifth A%enue, of your citv No doubt he can give you full information 
in regard to them filie set or half set presented to Dr Chapin A Harris by your 
father I ha^e ne^er seen, although I ha\e been informed that Dr Blandey 
[Alfred A Bland j ] of London, \\ho married a daughter of Dr Harris had such 
a set which belongs also to this college, liaMng been presented by Dr H 

In 1861, as I learn, at the Commencement of the late Civil War, the school 
^\as ^cr^ nearlj suspended and fearing that a raid might be made on the College 
by the soldiers, these Uso sets ^\ere taken out of the College museum and placed 
for better and safer keeping in the hands of t\\o of the Professors — Dr Blandey 
had the safe keeping of one set and took it off to Europe with him and has never 
returned if I should be glad to learn of anj' investigation }ou iniy make in 
regard to either set 

(signed by Winder) 

In the Balt CoUegc— Confidential 
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(COPY) 

11 West 39lh St 

New Yoik, No^ 3(1, 1890 

Mr H n Wiiuki 
Jh (lesr Pi icnd 

With itfeitnce to the “W ishniKlon teeth” I h^^e (lel^^ecl v.nting to jou this 
long, hoping to he olilc to fintl the eol)^ of a ceitnin letter ^^hlch e\as in my 
possession, wiiltin hs (icnl Wishinglon to his dentist, Di Greenes ood But in 
the conrusion itlcnding Isso inoscs sinec lost spiing, it Ins been mislaid A 
cops of it hosscsci ss IS published in one of the Dental loiirnals in the summer 

or fill of 187t), it being incoipoialed (if meniois series aright) in a report of 

a sisit to the Centennial Exposition of Ih it seal Unfortunatclj I cannot recall 

sshich of the loiirnals it ssas, hut think it ssas cither the Cosmos or Dental 

Register 

The set of teeth noss in sour possession I obtained from a grandson of Dr 
Greenssood 

Much interesting inattei in this connection mas be found in The alagazine 
of American Ilistoitj Vol II in an article entitled "Remarks on the Portraiture 
of Washington ” 

Also Vol XVI iiagc 201 and Vol \XII page 438 

Verj truly yours, 

(signed) John Allen 

(In Balto College — Conridcntial) 

(COPY) 

10, Cranbourne Court, SW 
Jan 27th/08 

Dear Mr Walter Collin, 

The autograph letter from General George Washington to bis dentist, accom- 
panied by a fragment of an old cars'ed isory loss'cr plate, svhich you had from 
me many jears ago, came into the possession of my late father Dr Chapin A 
Harris of Baltimore thiough Dr Greenfield 

Yours sincerely, 

(signed) Helen P Hams 

(In the London Hospital Medical College — ^Refers to the letter from Washington 
to John Greensvood dated Feb 20, 1795, and the fragment of an upper or lossmr 
denture svhich Isaac J Greensvood, Junior says svas made hy John Greenssood 
for Washington in 1789 ) 

msc saig 1791 
(COPY) 

(no date in my copj ) 
19, Hanoser Square, 
London, W 

The autograph letter of General George Washington to his dentist, framed 
in together svith a fragment of a carved isory losver denture enclosed in a special 
receptacle covered by a hinged moulding of the said frame, sshich denture ssas 
made for George Washington — svere acquired by me some tssentj jears ago 
from Miss Helen Harris, daughter and legatee of the late Chapin Harris, of 
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Baltimore, Maryland, USA, as having been in her custody since given to her 
father by Dr Greenfield, the Dentist the said autograph letter is addressed to 

Having been acquired of me by Mr George Northcroft, this is to testify 
to my best knowledge and belief, and as commonly recognised in the United 
States, that the said letter and relic, were, as stated in the appended letter from 
Miss Helen Harris, acknowledged by Dr Chapin Harris as genuine relics handed 
down as described 

(signed) Walter Harris Coffin 
(In the London Hospital Medical College) 
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Rcceni-d New ^oiK, u 1870, from the hands of Isaac J Greenwood 
of No 210 West 1 llli SI, in the Cit\ of New York, the follo^\lng enumerated 
irticles, prescrxed ns htir-looms in his faniih as being connected with the life 
and hisloiN of Gtnl George Washington These articles are receised by me 
in trust, to bt placed in nn case of dental-work, etc, w'hich will be displayed 
in the Grand C cntcnni il Exhihilion, which will be opened at Philadelphia on 
JIas 10, 1870, and the said articles aic to be returned to Isaac J Greenwood, 
his heirs, executors or assigns hj me or ni> representatives at the close of the 
said Exhibition 

First — The lower jaw -piece of the first set of teeth made for Washington, in 
1780, hj Dr Tohn Greenwood of New Y'ork, showing the hole through which 
passed the last natur il tooth which grew in his head 

Second — The foh-chain of Dr lolin Greenwood, with xvatch seal, watch-key 
and Lafavettc-hutton attached, and also the last natural tooth which grew 
in Washington’s head, the latter enclosed in a gold case, with glass on either 
side 

Third — A frame of Washington’s letters, as it hung in Dr John Greenwood’s 
ofTicc, till the period of his decease in 1819, containing a letter to him from 
Gen Washington, dated “Mount Vernon Gth Jany, 1799,” also the closing 
paragraph of another letter from Washington to Dr Jno Greenwood, the 
remainder of which is in possession of Isaac J Greenwood, also small head 
of Washington in bas-rclicf on paper from the Duvivier-medal 

Fouith — Professional-card of Dr John Greenwood, engraved by P R Maverick, 
with the head of Dr G after a crayon drawing done in Pans, 1806, by 
Roy, xvho also engraved the same 

(signed) John Allen 

The above articles remained on exhibition in Dr Allen’s case during the 
whole time that the Centennial Buildings xvere open, and xvere safely returned 
in Novmber, 1876 In the case was another set, mounted with spiral springs 
the gum work of xvhicli was much thinner and well worn, and which was said 
to have belonged to Genl Washington, There was also the set made for Col Aaron 

Burr in France, the gum-work being of block tin, it is held by Dr ^Tensin 

New York, Dec 16, 1876 

(signed) Isaac J Greenwood 
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Brockwas, J(osephus) ( -c 1869), 
75, 367 

Bioglie, Prince dc (Claude Victor) 
(1757-1794), 340 

Bronson, Henry (1804-93), 282, 367 
Brookes, Joshua (1761-1833), 166 
Brown (Dr) (c 1780), 17, 48 
Brown, Eleazar Parmly (1844-1916), 
255 

Browm, John Carter (1794-1874), 83 
Brow’n, John Gilbert (c 1860), 307 
Brown, L(awmence) Parmlj, (1868- 
1935), 134, 255, 256, 367 
Brown, Solyman (1790-1876), 75, 367 
Browne, J (fl 1780), 17, 52, 210 
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type to bibliographical data 


389 



INDLX OF PERSONAL NAMES 


3 ')() 


C 


D 


( hance, Geo(rge) H (1830-1904), 75, 
367 

Chinning, Ed\\ard (1856-1931), 338, 
367 

( Instellux, Marquis de Francois Jean 
(1734-88), 340 
(liainct (c 1796), 17, 67 
(it Cliemant, Nicliolas Dubois (1753- 
1824), 6, 62 
( hild (c 1790), 17, 65 
Cigiand, B(en]ainin) J(ohn) (1866- 
1032), 113, 118, 150, 191, 207, 338, 
367 

( libnu (c 1784), 17, 51, 139 
( kiucnts, William Lawrence (1801- 
1034), 80, 300 

Clinton, Sir Henry (1738-95), 80, 164, 
170, 171, 300 

{ luiubcrg, Philip (c 1784), 17, 52, 53, 
80 

( ock, William (c 1792), 274 
(odium, lohn Thomas (1820-1907), 
75 367 

( olhn, Haiold Lewis (1850-1930), 313 
( oOin, W liter Harris (1853-1916), 313, 
381 

( olicn, S(olomon) S(olis) (1857+), 
337, 367 

Cohkn (adwalladcr (1088-1770), 12, 

(olhns, William (1788-1847), 100 
( oiiiMi, I I (c 1800), 17, 74 
(out ( (irenius) O(ilando) (1820- 
1838), 111, 367 

(onrow, Wilford Seymour (1880 + ), 
335, 348, 361, 368 

(onwu, M(oncure) D(aniel) (1832- 
1000), 338, 367 

( onw n 1 hoinas (1733-c 1800), 170, 
171 375 

( oopti. Sir Astlca Paston (1708-1841), 
206 

(oi)k\, lohn Singleton (1737-1815), 
283 

( oihtt (t 1800) 79 
( oi I \ , lohn (c 1800), 338, 367 
( I Ilk, I lines (1731-1814), 9, 184, 294, 
102, 303, 304 

( iihlul lohn (t 1032), 333, 334, 335 
(ling 111 lohn ( -1808), 188 

(iitkndtn, F 1 (c 1888), 191 
( lomwtll OIner (1599-1658), 120 
(io\\k\ C (leorgc (fl 1885), 367 
( ulkn Wilh nil (1712-00), 8 
( iisliniin { 3 (11 1850), 147,^367 
( ustis 1 kanor Parke (1779-1852), 54, 
()0 17() 305, 317 

( ustis Ctorge W(ashinglon) Parke 
(1781-1857) 176, 292, 337, 338, 355, 
356 361, 367 

( ulkr S P ( -1880), i5, 36i 


Daniel, James (c 1706), 16, 20, 21, 210 
Da^stuge, (Dusturge) (fl 1778), 16, 47, 

Davis, Isaac P (c 1870), 314 
Delabarre, Ch(ristopher) F(ran<;ois) 
(1776-1862), 255, 265 
Delafield, John (fl 1796), 95 
Densham, Ashley, (c 1909), 368 
Deaoe, Thomas Farrington (1811- 
1892), 75, 368 

Dexter, James E (fl 1885), 14, 75, 85, 
99, 110, 134, 150, 159, 160, 191, 195, 
207, 368 

Dick, Ehsha C (1750-1825), 9 
Dickinson, Anson (1779-1852), 227 
Dinly, Fathergone ( -1638), 3 

Dinly, Williams (c 1020), 2 
Dodge, J(ohn) W(ood) (1807-1893) 
206 

Doniol, Henri (1818-1900), 137, 151, 
105, 192, 368 

Dorsey John (c 1820) 287 
Douglass, William (1092-1752), 9, 74, 
368 

Dow, George F(rancis) (1868-94), 75, 
368 

Dosvning, Richard (c 1815), 368 
Dubois-Foucou, J(ean) J(oseph) 
(1747-1800), 01 
Dubuisson (11 1779), 17, 67 
Dubiike, Dr (fl 1775), 10, 35, 36 
Dusturge, Richard, Durfoot, (fl 1778), 
16, 47 

DuMver (fl 1798), 17, 67 


E 

Eakcn, Mary (c 1828), 110 
Eames, W(ilham) H(enry), (1828-94), 
368 

Eddy, George Simpson ( + ), 120, 134, 
294 

Eiscn, Gusfavius Augustus (1847-1940), 
348, 361, 368 
Elhs, Mary (c 1791), 93 
Emerson, Ralph Waldo (1803-82), 10 
d’Estaing, Charles Hector, Count 
(1729-94), 137 

E\ans, Lasvrencc B (1870-1928), 336, 
368 


r 


Eauchard, Jean Baptiste (1737-1816), 
57 

Eauchard, Pierre (1678-1761), 40, 57, 
135, 303, 304, 368, 371 
Eaudiniere, Le Roy do la (fl 1770), 
135 


Eas (c 1808), 17, 74 

Eclsted, lohn (fl 1784), 86 

Felt, foseph B(arlow) (1789-1867), 75, 


267, 368 

kndall, Benjamin (1753?- ), 10, 

37.47. fin. 81. 82. 100. 297. 333. 337, 


381, 382 



INDl \ 01 PI HSONAl iWMLS 


391 


rciinlil, \((lL'll)al) (18724) fOlt 
richlmt,’ IfwisO (i 1932) 137 16« 
riddni}: Minlk (18()3-19 1 1 ) . 332, 161, 
16«, 172 

I irnmi Giks (1()17-1097), 3 
Fislicr I ion 11(1 (c 177fi), 1() 36 37, 
210 219 

Filch Simiii] Sdicldon) ((1 1833), 

3611 

FiUiiin Philip (i 17'i()) 13 
lilrpilrick loliii (liniinls (lS7(i- 
1940) «1, 161, 179, J«7, 290, 290 
300 320, 337, 133, 116 1 1«, 311, 

360, 367 3671. 173 
Flncq, Fbcii M ( -c 1908) 1 17 
Fhgg, Gcrshoiii (1011-1090) 191 
Fhgq loliii Fostii Ilicwski (1802- 
1872) 137 138 190 
Fhgq, losnli (1737- ), 191 

Flmg, Tosnh (1701-1810) 17, 30, 79, 
SO, 113 114 120 128 1 12 137, 1 13, 
101, 103 190 191, 193 207 207 
Flngg, losnh Foslci (1789-1833), 190, 
207, 267, 3677 

Fhgg, I(osnh) Foster (IS2S-1903) 
190, 267 

Flagg, Nornnn Gcrshoin (1807 + ),207, 

368 

Flngg, Snnuiel H (c 1790), 17, 63 
Flanngnn, A(n(Irc\\ ) T ( -c 1910), 
75, 368 

Florence (c 1800) 17, 74 
Fonzi, Guisepj) ingelo (1708-1810), 62, 
253 

Ford, Pnul Leicester (1805-1902), 336, 
338 369 

Fox, Joseph (177G-18GG), 1G2, 20G, 251, 

369 

Franklin, Benjamin (170G-90), 120, 
269, 270 271, 292, 294, 369 
Franks, Rebecca (c 1781), 48 
Fraunces, Samuel (c 1722-1793), 170 
Frothingbani, Richard (1812-80), 117, 
369 


Galen (130-200 AD ), 8 
Gamage, Dr John (c 1780), 221, 223 
Gardette, Emil B (1803’-88), 72, 135- 
138, 140, 142, 193, 369 
Gardette, James (Jacejues) (1756- 
1831), IG, 45, 48, 64, 73, 84, 135 150, 
151, 160, 161, 163, 165, 167, 190, 255, 
277, 297, 316, 317, 320, 359, 367, 369, 
374, 376 

Garengeot, Rene Jacque (1688-1759), 
13 

Garrison, Fielding H(udson) (1870- 
1935), 369 

Gay, George Henry (1804-1840), 122, 
267 

Gay, Mary Greenwood (1769-1839), 
122, 246, 257, 267 
George I (1660-1727), 32 
George II (1683-1760), 32 
Germain, Lord George (1716-85), 166 


(iilI)Lit, lohn H (c 1771), 10 
(iilh mis, 1 icol) (c 1818) 01 
(iilliams, 1 twis ( -c 1845), 17, 61, 

1 19 

(loigis Fiidinando (c l‘)()0-1047), 2 
(loss, (linlis IVilInm F (c 1930), 
131 

(>i imms, 1 bom IS (H 1810), 263 
(iiiini, Billc (I i Costa ( + ) 344 
(lULnwond Alfiid (1841-79), 123 
(iiicnwood, (Ink (1704-1810), 17, 57, 
122, 1")8, 221, 223, 224, 230, 253, 263, 
261 

(.ittnwood, Claik (1797-1838), 244, 
267 

(iiLinwood, Clinton Mackay 
(1891- ), 124 

(iitinwood, Ldwin I angdon (1807- 
05), 220 

Gitinwond, Llir i Rudd (1807 + ), 119, 
212 240 

Gittnwood, Isiac (1702-1745), 17, 119, 

120 

Gietiinood, Isa ic, Sr (1730-1803), 16, 
47, 79, no, 117, 119 134, 153, 193, 
209, 220, 253, 203 

Giccnwood, Isaac, Jr (1758-1829) 17, 
50, 122, 153 158, 210, 218, 259 
Greenwood, Isaac John (1796-1865), 
119, 134, 151, 209, 244, 246, 253, 264, 
265, 266, 307, 309, 312, 322, 331, 332, 
336, 337, 369, 381 383, 384 385 
Giccnwood Isaac J(ohn) (1833-1911), 
75 76 79, 119, 128, 134, 150, 151, 
156, 158, 207, 209, 246, 257, 265, 
267, 310, 336, 337, 359, 361, 369 
Greenwood, Jane Weascr Langdon 
(1789-1861), 329 

Greenwood John (1760-1819), 17, 46, 
50, 55, 57, 60, 119 122 124 126, 
140, 142 158 164, 181, 195, 209 256, 
257, 259, 263, 264, 275 277 297, 
304, 305, 306 334, 364, 367, 369, 381, 
383 

Greenw ood, John Charles (1862- ), 

124 

Greenwood, John Danfort (1832-1909), 
124 

Greenwood, John, Judge (1798-1887), 
153 

Giccnwood, Joseph Rudd (1883-1934) 
119, 134, 209, 211, 212, 309, 324, 369, 
381 

Greenwood, Jlarj (1769-1839), 122, 
246, 257, 267 

Greenwood, IMary I’ans (1726-1820), 
122, 209, 259 

Greenwood, 5Iars Mackaje, (1871-^), 
119, 134, 212, 369 

Greenwood, Nathaniel (1634-1684), 
120 

Greenwood, Thales (1762-86), 122, 156 
Greenwood, William P(itt) (1766- 
1851), 17, 57, 122 132, 221, 259-263, 
264 267, 370, 381 

GrifFin, Appleton P(rentis) C(lark) 
(1852-1926), 370 



392 


INDEX or PERSONAL NAMES 


Griffin, Willnm L J ( -c 1923), 
370 

Gross, Elbridge Henry (fl 1891), 117 
Gross, S(amuel) (D(nMd) (1805-1884), 
370 

Guerini, Vincenzo (1859 + ), 282, 370 
Gummere, Mrs H V ( + ), 194, 195, 
197 

Gurthie, William (fl 1770), 166 


H 

Hniler (c 1800), 17, 74 
Halkerston, Dr (c 1700), 292 
Hamilton, Thomas J (1768-1800), 16, 
26 31, 139, 210, 221 
Hancock, John (1737-93), 113, 298 
Handy, Washington R (1811-1858), 
212 245 

Harlieit, Samuel C (c 1847), 370 
Flairingfon, John W(alker) (1868 + ), 
76, i70 

Hams, Chapin A(aron) (1800-60), 
110, 135, 150, 103, 257, 309, 310, 312, 
i70, 383, 380 

Hams, Thomas J(efrerson) 

(1865- ), 74, 370 

Halt, Alheit IBushnell (1854-1942), 6, 
334 335, 338, 360, 370, 374 
Hart, Chailes Henry (1847-1918), 7, 
336, 361, 370 

Hai\c\, Wilham (1578-1657) , 8 
Ha^^klns, Peter (c 1780), 14 
Ilavdcn, Horace H (1709-1844), 17, 
28, 30 31, 00, 74, 75, 159, 191, 231, 
211, 257, 313 370 
Hemet, lacoh (1727-90), 10, 32-33 
Hemet, Peter (c 1714), 32 
lIc^^ts, S mill el (c 1771), 110 
Ilipiiocratcs (400-370 BC), 8 
Hitchcock, Daiid K (c 1840), 383 
ilockle^, A(nfhona) (fl 1859), 76, 
370 

Hodgkin, Tames B (184?- ), 76, 

370 

Hodgkin William Newton (1890 + ), 
81, 192 

Hodgkinson John (1700-1805), 58 
Iloftinann rredericli (1000-1742), 8 
Holland, M (c 1934), 79 
Ilopkinson El ancis (1737-91), 339 
IIornsliN William (c 1 772) , 10, 33 34, 
83, 210 

Hoskin, Toscpli A (c 1921), 336, 370, 
375 

Hoiidon, Ttan \nloine (1711-1828), 
339-360, 370 

Hough Franklin Benjamin (1820- 
1885), 338, 370 

Hudson, Edward (1772-1833), 17, 71 
Hughes, Rupert (1872- ), 338, 370 

Ilullieit Archer Butler (1873- ), 

338, 370 

Hunt Taints Heiii\ Leigh (1781-1859), 
166 

Hunter, D (11 1779), 17, 18 


Hunter, John (1728-1793), 46, 211, 
231, 232, 246 251, 370, 372 
Hunter, John (fl 1780), 296 
Hutchinson, Ann (c 1000-1043), 3 

I 

Fans, Mary (1728-1820), 122 
Irving, Washington (1783-1859), 338, 

370 

J 

Jackson, Henry (1798-1803), 138 
James, Benjamin (fl 1814), 18, 24, 370 
Ja 3 % John (1745-1829), 110, 315 
Jeanin, M (c 1787), 17, 57 
Jefferson, Thomas (1743-1826), 292, 
304, 342 

Jenner, Edwmrd (1749-1823), 6 
Johnson, Henry Sir (1748-1835), 48 
Johnson, Samuel (1709-84), 106 
Johnston, Elizabeth Bryant (1833- 
1907), 336, 370, 375 
Jones, Tohn (17457-1797) , 95, 106 
Tones, Thomas (1731-92), 95 
Josseljn, John (fl 1005), 4, 4, 370 

K 

Kemble, Eliza (Mrs Charles Whitlock) 
(1701-1830), 58 
King, N M (c 1901) 76, 370 
Kirk, E(dward) C(amcron) (1850- 
1933), 76, 124, 128, 100, 163, 107, 
191, 212, 371 

Koch, C(harlcs) R(udolph) E(dward) 
(1844-1910), 76, 110, 117, 134, 151, 
191, 207, 217, 370 
Kuhn, Adam (1741-1817), 140 

L 

Labe nunc, Toseph dc (1774), 10, 35 
Lafaaeltc, Maiquis tie (1757-1834), 
100, 101, 170, 177, 178, 301, 322, 360 
Laforgue, Louis (11 1792), 135 
Lane, Tohn E(dw art!) (1872- ),74, 

371 

I^angdon, Alfred (1841-79), 263 
Langtlon, Ethvin 0807-05), 203 
T angdon, lane Weaccr (Greenwood) 
(1789-1801), 332 

I angdon, Marj (Greenwood) (1775- 
1855), 201 

I anglev, Deborah (1708-1829), 157 
I assecteur (c 1700) 01 
Lawrence, A (11 1872), 76, 371 
la/aius, Philip (Tarns, I>arin) (c 
1795), 17, 62, 63 

Tear, Tobias, (1702-1810), 294, 305, 
338, 371 

Tt Bielon ( -1798), 17, 61, 199, 

201 

Lee, Dr (fl 1780), 17, 40 
I einaire, T(oseph) T(can) r(nii(;ois) 
(1782-1831), 1 1, 15, 50 



IM)1 \ or PI nSONAl NAMLS 


393 


Lc JhMiir, U in Pioiio (Inliii Petci ) 
( -ihofi). n ifi 17 io ••)'■), S';, 
138, 131, 117, 118, 139 191 193, ilO, 
297 301 301 380, 381 
Liber (n 1790), 17, 37 
Iimlsn\, I ill in (187H ), 111, 191, 
171 

lispcmril, Iconiul (1710-1790), l(i8, 
170 

Lislci, lostpli lliron (1827-1912) 3()l 
Loimbolhoin 13 1 (11 1800), 17. 67- 

71, 142 3()3 

Longworlli DnMtl (c 1800) 2 39 
I oosini;, Benson lolin (1813-91) 111 
115 332, lilt, 360, 367. 171, 373 
Loins, Di (c 1771), Ki 33 
loielt, 33illnni (1773-1801), 121, 122, 
134, 231, 243 

M 


Moifinn, lolin Hill (1870- ), 352, 

367, 372 

Moiison, Saniiiel Eliot (1887), 33/3, 
372 

Moilcv, Robeit (c 1030), 2 
Moi I il, I lines (c 1791), 17, 57 
Moriison T B ( -1888), 255 

Miinden, loscpli Slicplici d (1758-1832), 
38 

Miislnid, CliiiloUc (c 1931), 317, 318, 
319 

N 

Noilhtiofl, Gcoigc (1809-1943), 380 


0 

Ollolengiii, Rodiigiies ( 1801-1937), 
203 


McBelli (1780) 10, 139 
MacDougill, lolin V(lc\nndei) (1810/ 
11-1894), 204 

McGinnis, lolin (c 1783), 10, 31, 139 
McHenrs, Inines (1733-1810), 301 
McKin^cs, Iniiics (c 1779), 10,40,210, 
238, 239 

Michj, Willnin (0 1927), 336, 311, 

360, 361, 377, 373 

McManus, Clnrlcs (1803-1940), 76, 371 
McManus, James (1830-1920), 2«2 , 371 
McVickars, (c 1787), 303 
Madison, James (1751-1830), 301 
Manchester, H H (c 1925), 98, 111, 

371 

Marsh (c 1700), 20, 21 
Mather, Colton (1003-1728), 292 
Matthews, Andrew (c 1030), 2 
Maupins, Gabriel (c 1772), 81 
Maurois, Andre (1885- ), 338, 377 

Maury, J G T (1828), 287, 371, 381, 
383 

Maserick, P R (1805), 241 
Masenck, Samuel (c 1770), 153, 213 
Mead, Dr (c 1822), 280 
Meanv, Edmund Stephen (1802-1935), 

361, 372 

Mease, James (1771-1840), 138, 140, 
143 

Mercer, George (fl 1759), 296, 339 
Millan, M (c 1778), 11 
Millar, Abraham (c 1820), 287 
Miller, Catharine H ( + ), 305 
Miller W(illoughbY) D(ajton), (1853- 
1907), 212, 252, 304 
Mills, James (fl 1734), 10, 18, 19, 20, 
77 210 

Mitchell, Silas Weir (1829-1914), 338, 

372 

Molan, James (c 1791), 17, 57 
Moore, Channing ( -1859), 338, 

372 375 

Moore, Charles (1855- ), 335, 338, 

372 175 

Mordecai, Samuel (c 1780), 14 
Morgan, J Pierpont (1837-1913), 344 
Morgan, John (1735-89), 292 


P 


Pigcl, Stephen (fl 1897), 372 
Paine, riiomas (1737-1809), 199, 202 
Paikhuist, Taber (1704-1829), 17, 74, 
210 

Paiks, Lawrence (1873-1924), 372 
Pariiiele G(eorge) L(uther) (c 1905), 
55, 75, 76, 372 

Pirmh, Eleazar (1797-1874), 76, 122, 
372 

Paisons, Thomas William (1819- ), 

17, 74, 198 203 

Pasteur, William (c 1738-91), 293 
Paliick, J(ohn) J(oseph) R(avens- 
crofl) (1828-1895), 76, 372 
Peale, Charles Willson (1741-1827), 
150, 283 288, 290, 297, 298, 299, 317, 
318, 319, 320, 344, 352 354, 350, 359, 
372 

Peale, Rembrandt (1778-1800), 285, 
287, 289, 316, 317, 356, 359, 372 
Pease, W(illiam) A ^818-1889), 76, 

372 

Peirce, C(yrus) N(ewles) (1829-1909), 
75, 372 

Perciaal, Francis (c 1770), 12 
Pei me, George H ( -c 1901“^), 76, 
372 

Perry, Louis (c 1791), 17, 60, 61 
“Philodontalkikos” (c 1708), 10, 31- 


32 

Pitcairn, Major John (d 1775), 203 
Plantou, Anthony A (1774-1839), 285, 
280 „ 
Popham, Sir John (1531-100/), 2 
Poree, Michael (1708- ), 10, 23 26, 

42, 85, 210 

Porter, J B (c 1800), 17, 74 
Preston, Howard Willis (1859-1930), 
151, 192, 207, 372 

Prime, Alfred Cox (c 1929), 76, 372 
Praor, W J ( + ), 372 


Q 

Quincj', John (c 1784), 218, 221, 223 



394 


INDEX OF PERSONAL NAMES 


R 

Raimge, John (c 1748-1802), 211 
Randall, John (1773-1843), 193 
Raj mond, Frederick, (c 1792), 17, 61 
Rajmond, M (arcus) D(enison) (1883- 
1911), 338, 372 

Reading, James (c 1734), IG, 18, 77 
Rees, Abraham (1743-1825), 372 
Renan, Joseph Ernest (1823-1892), 

372 

Re\Lre, Paul (1735-1818), 16, 23, 47, 
79 113 118, 124, 126, 193, 297, 3G6, 
370 372, 377 

Reynolds, loshua (1723-1792), IGG 
Richardson, C B (c 1820), 310 
Richardson, T(oscph) (1824-89), 76, 

372 

Robertson, Tames (1725-88), 170 
Robinson, J Ben (1883 + ), 373 
Robinson, lames (181G-G2), 373 
Rochamhcau, Yicomtc dc (1750-1813), 
137, 151, IGO, 1G3, 192, 372, 373 
Rockssell, Edssard (c 1814), 321 
Rogers Edmund Lose, 317 
Romneys, Geoige (1734-1802), IGG 
Rose, Wilh im L (c 1807), 240, 241 
Roj, (c 1800), 241 

Rumnes, William ( -c 1788), 293 
Rush, Benjamin (1715-1813), 9, 54 
Rush, John (c 1800), 9, 140 
Rusnini Barlholomeo, Tr (c 178G), 
17, 55 56, 210, 271, 282, 373 
Ruspini, Chesaliei (172‘’-1797), 55 
Rutter, Samuel ( -17G4), 221 

S 

St Memin Chailes B T Fes ret dc 
(1770-1852), 357 360 
Salse, John (c 1787), 17, 55, 210 
Sindeis (t 1805), 17 74 
Sasillc M(irshill) H(os\aid) (1807- 
1935), 373 

Scott, Dmiel (c 1773), IG, 35 
Seott, lohn (c 1822) 141 
ScoMll, (c 1821), 322 
Seim in, Valentine (1770-1817), 240 
Sellers, (Inrles tolemin (c 1932), 
280, 288 

Sees ill, S iimiel (1052-1730), 10, 74, 

373 

Sessud Willi im (c 1770), 100 
Shanewolf leoniid (c 1800) 239 
Simples, limes (1751-1811) 357, 359 
Shenn in, Ihco(dore) (e 1909) 76, 

37 3 

Sherman W(illiam) S ( -1934), 

137, 191 

Shippen, William (1710-1808), G5, 1 10, 
1 18, 292 

Shride, Tohn (1810- ), 0, 74, 373 

Siddon, Mrs (Sirih Kemble) (1755- 
1811), 58 

Sigerist, Henre Ernest (1891- ), 

373 


Similiei, Gcoige (c 179G), 17, 62, 63 
Skinner, Richard Cortland ( 
1834*?), 17, 57, 68, 73, 210, 239, 269 
282, 3G3, 373 

Smith, Benjamin (c 1870), 76, 373 
Smith, John Raphael (1752-1812), 206 
Smith, John Ruben (1775‘?-1849), 194, 
206 

Smith, Thomas E V (fl 1889), 338, 
373 

Smith, William Alexuidei (1820-1911), 
329, 337, 372, 373, 375, 382 
Smith, William Stephen (1755-181G), 
104, 169-171, 298, 302, 374, 380 
Snoee, R(ubin) G (rises aid) ( 
1871), 373 

Sondern, Fredeiic E(ee’ald) (18GG- 
1947), 74, 373 

Sparks, Tarcd (1789-18GG), 336, 373 
Sjiencc, Andreee' ( -1805), 17, 53- 

55, 139, 161, 191, 305, 320, 325 
Spence, Ihonias Richaid (c 1700), 
53, 181, 191 

Spencer [Spence] (c 1774), 10, 35, 
297 

Sejuire, Hamilton (c 188G) 329 
Stahl, Georg Ernst (lGGO-1734), 8 
Stephensen, Miss (c 1767), 103 
Stockton, Samuel Weslcj (1800-72), 
286 

Stokes, I(saac) N(eeeton) Pheljis 
(1887 + ), 98, 373 

Stone, E(deein) M(aitin) (1805-1883), 
137, 151, 165, 192, 207, 373 
Story, W(illiam) W(ctmoic) (1819- 
95), 314, 361, 373 
Sloi7, Leon ( + ), 373 
Stuart, D.ieiel (c 1768), 184 
Stuart, Gilhcit (1755-1828), 150, 317, 
339, 344, 355, 357, 358, 359, 308, 372, 
370 

Stuart, Tanc (1812-88), 339, 360, 373 
Sudlioir, Kail (1853-1938), 373 
Siillie m, William (e 1775), 203 
Siimiui, William IIljsloji) (1780- 
1801) 117, iJ«, 373 
S\ng, Philip (1703-89), 120 


3 

I ill, lonithm (1820-1903), 25) 

1 dm 1 El in^ois losejih (170) 1820), 
57, 37) 

lelliei, Tohn I (c 1800), 17 
ieiiiiile, Sii lohn ( -1798) 3)2 

lempleman, John (c 1780), 17,48 50 
Pcssie (e 1790), 17, 63 
lhaeher, limes (1751-1811), 310 
I lioiii IS John (1724-70), 292 
1 hompson, Di (c 1750), 13 
1 liomsoii f harks (1729-1821), 5 
1 Iiorpe Bill ton lee (1871-192)), 118, 
150, 159, 160 162, 105, 190, 191, 207, 
374 

Jitus, Edes ird (c 19)1), )81 



INm \ 01 PLUSONAL NAMPS 


395 


Tomb (c 17()n 10 70 
loner I(ose|)b) M(iU(litli) (1,S2">- 
1895) 18, 76, 297. {<7, 1 ?6 17/. 177 
Tower, ( Ini leni i(,'iu (181,8-1921). 11/1, 
77/ 

Truennn, Willnm II (1812 1927), /, 
134, 111, 131, 1V1 160, Ki'i, 191, 

207 202, 17/ 

Trumbull Tnhn (17")(t-18n). 111. ill, 
176 

Tucker Nuisc (c 1762), 20 
luckeiunu lleiin Idieodoie) (l.SIl- 
1871), 117 117, 118 16/, 17/ 

Turner llurinid (t 1780), 161 180 
Turner Dnniel (1067-1711) 8 171 
Turner, W S (c 1800), 239 


Vnn Nos]i ind \uon (c 1771), 110, 
111, 374 

''\nck, Riclnrd (1713-1831), 173, 171, 
380 

Veits, Henr\ II (-b), 374 
Ynu, George (d 1910), 163, 108, 191, 
3i i 


\\ 

Wmte, FredencK C(h>ton) (1,370- 
+ ), 374 

Waite, George (c 1820), 07 
Wnitc, Tohn, 07 
Walker, Robert (c 1787), 12 
Walton, Willnni (c 1700), 99, 102 
Warren, foseph (1741-177')), 116, 117 
^'*'■1 of (Robert Rich), 
(1587-1058), 2 

Washington, George (1732-1799), 9, 
10, 20 40, 42, 40, 54, 81, 83, 80, 110, 
142, 150, 107, 169 189, 217, 221, 226, 
237, 239, 241, 242, 246, 255, 200, 288, 
291-360 

Washington, Lawrence (1718-1752), 

Washington, Lund (1737-1790), 300 
Washington, Martha (1732-1802), 40, 
40, GO, 174, 175, 170, 292, 298, 301, 
315, 317, 332, 333, 334, 358 
Watson, Dr (c 1750), 296 
Watson, J(ohn) F(anning) (1779- 
1800), 14, 76, 84, 101, 191, 192, 375 
Watts, Tohn (1740), 221 
Weaver, Jane (Langdon), 329 
Weeks, L H (c 1897), 76, 375 
Weems, Mason Locke (17G0’-1825), 
338, 376 


Weinhci gci , 
(18854 ), 
151, 150, 
iU, 337, 


R(cinhaid) W(olf) 
4, 75, 90, 111, 118, 134, 
192, 207, 257, 202, 209, 
i76 


Weld, Is UK (1771-1850), 341 
Wtilimillci, Adolf Uhich (c 1750- 
1811), 356. 357 

Wesln Godflc^ (c 1790), 17, 65 
West, Rcnjiuiin (1738-1820), 283, 355 
WcMiioiith Viscount 3 hoinas Thjnne 
(Rith) (1731-1790), 105 
Whcclwiight Tohn R W (c 1020), 3 
White Fi incis (c 1785) 84 
White, lames W(ilham) (1820 91), 
176 


White, Siuiuel S(tockton) (1822-79), 
370 

Whitebiead William (c 1738), 10, 18, 
19, 20, 77 

Whiteman, M.ir\ (c 1802), 276 
Whiteside, Mis Geoige S ( + ), 299 
Wliilewood (c 1790), 07 
Whitlock or Whitclock, Cliailes Ed- 
w lid (n 1791), 14, 57 60, 100, 181, 
297, 305, 333, 334 

Whitlock, i\frs (Elizabeth Kemble) 
(1701-1830), 58 

Whilnct, Beniamin T (1813-72), 76, 
134, 151, 159, 160, 191, 376 
Whitnes, William T (1878- ), 376 

Wigncll, Thomas ( -1803), 58 

Wilkerson, Basil M (c 1870), 255 
Wilkie, Sir Dans (1785-1841), 100 
Williams, J L (c 1875), 377 
Williams, William (1759-1823), 298, 
344, 356, 357 

Wilson, Lambert (c 1020), 2 
Wilton, Toseph (1722-1803), 160 
Winder, Richard Bayles (1828-94), 
384 

Winsor, Justin (1831-97), 4, 377 
Wistar, Caspar (1701-1818), 05, 140 
Wistei, Os\cn (1800-1938), 338, 377 
Woodssard, Marion L (c 1897), 377 
Woodward, William E (1874-1926), 
303, 336, 377 

Woofendale, Ann ( -1801), 14, 110 

Woofendale, John (177?-1850S), 17, 61, 
65 67, 77, 99, 110, 210, 239 
Woofendale, Martha (c 1800), 110 
Woofendale, Robert (1742-1828), 14, 
16, 21, 22, 61, 99 110, 210, 307, 371, 
377 

Wright, Joseph (1756-93), 342, 354, 
355 

Wroth, Lawrence Counselman (1884- 
+ ), 305 



SUBJECT INDEX 


A 

Abscesses, 92, 278, 280, 281 
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Adi ice, professional, 250, 251 
Aesculapius, sign of, 199 
Aesthetics, 143, 270 
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Blushing teeth, method of, 72, 90, 91, 
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Cabinet, dental, 110, 213 
Caduceus, 198, 199, 200, 201 
Calcenous deposit, 30 
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microorganism, 237, 247, 250, 251 
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soft, 280 
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Cast gold inlay, 304 
Castile soap in antrum treatment, 252, 
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Cauterization of teeth, 03, 304 
Ca\ itj cleansing, 280 
Chair, dental, 190, 197 
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Clnilitins, (), 9, 10, 19, 28, 31, 30, 
15, 03, 302 

Ch M lesion, M iss , 214 
Chiilcston, S C 10, 35, 58, 03, 73, 
150, 185, ISO, 200, 221 
Chcmistij, 8 
Chew sticks, 195 
( hu ken pox, 1 1 1 

Chihlien, caic of teeth, 24, 91, 92, 271, 
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denlistis 21, 48, 91, 93, 101, 105, 
107, 271, 278, 301 
gums, 91, 105 
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Chinese, tooth biush of, 90 

Chirm qcon, 7, 10 

Chirnrqcon dentist, 57 
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Citi/cnship, 187 

Cnil Wii, 180 

CiMlils, lulcs of, 294, 295 

Clisps, 141, 303 

Cltan tooth docs not decay 252, 303 
Cleanliness is a sine thing to promote 
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Cleanliness of the teeth, 2, 24 
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Clcigv as plnsicians and dentists, 3, 
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Climate and dccas of teeth, 100 
Clinic, fiist free dental, 271, 274 
Clinical experience, 8 
Coadaption, 72, 73, 141, 142, 304 
Coat of Arms, 87 
CotTee house, 223, 224 
Colonial dental practitioneis, 14-17 
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Concept of dental practice, 49, 52, 02, 
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Condition of teeth in Colonies, 12 
Condyle of the mandible, 300 
Congress, United States, 315 
ConjuncliMtis, 304 
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Convention, 303 

Consultations free, 28, 31, 33, 01, 197 
274, 275, 281 

Contact points between teeth, 49, 72 

Continental Congress, 5 

Cork, Ireland, 77, 79 

Coi oner’s inquest, 218, 220 

Corrosion, effect of, 105, 144 

Cosmetics, 31, 07 

Cough, 48 

Council for New England, 2 
Courage of Colonists, 9 
Cow'-pox, 10, 291 
Cream of tartar, 71, 293 
Crow ns, 49 
Cupping, 30 
Cuttle-fish bone, 71 
Cynanche trachealis, 240 
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Dawson’s Book Shop, Los Angeles, 88, 
89 

Death due to difficult dentition, 12 
excessive bleeding, 9 
of General Warren, 117 
resulted from extracted tooth, 12 
Decay of teeth, 24, 48 

causes for, 105, 106, 247, 278 
due to climate, 106 
liquids and, 106 

Deciduous teeth, need for care, 105, 
107, 364 

Declaration of Independence, 99, 137 
Definition of a dentist, 70 

an Operator for the Teeth, 19 
the practice of dentistry, 70 
Deformities in dental arch, 26 
Degrees, college, 7, 263 
Dengue, 293 
Denmark, 48 

Dental advertisements See broadsides 
appliances, 230 
arch, 142 

articles appearing in newspapers, 
143 

cabinet or cases, 110, 189, 213 
care, 69, 90, 92, 106, 146, 250 
canes, 92, 144, 145, 237, 247, 280 
age when occurs, 107 
etiologj, 91, 106, 249 
tieatment, 105 
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clinic, first, 271, 274, 364 
Dental Cosmos, 3 
Dental Digest, 80 
Dental engine, foot, cailicst, 254 
ethics, 143 

fees, 20, 24, 28, 33, 34, 59, 81, 83, 
167, 183, 228, 237, 274 
fur, 90 

hygiene, 08, 90 
infiimarv, 274, 275, 304 
instruments, 47 
drills, 254 
Ipptnrps 10 

litciatuie, 55, 08, 100, 276, 304 
malpiactice, 9, 80, 90 
models, 46, 225, 296 
parlor, 30 
pioneers, 302 

practice, treatment, 10, 35, 59, 69, 
91, 105-109, 173 

prophylaxis See mouth hjgiene 
prosthesis, clasps, 141, 363 
cro^^ns, 49 

dentines, gold, 129, 224, 303 
l^or^, 59, 103, 255, 250, 296, 
363 

mineial paste teeth, first use of. 

Cl. 62 

publication, first, 275, 2/6 
seiMce, 20, 59, 83 
slogans, 129, 131, 197, 239, 2o0 
societv, first, 10 
Denial Sumniarij, 80 


Dental surgeon, 16, 17 

tartar, 28, 31, 44, 47, 90, 91, 145, 247 
technic See prosthesis 
Dente quid horndius iiigro, quid 
pulchrius albo, 40, 40 
Dentifrice, 26, 35, 42, 71, 84 
composition of, 71 
Conservator, 35 
direction for use of, 88 
injurious effect of certain, 71 
Dentist, 10, 16, 17, 20, 30, 35, 36, 47, 
52, 53, 57, 60, 61, 62, 63, 66, 81, 84, 


as actors, 57 

as heautifiers, 20, 233, 278 

as benefactor to humanity, 94, 173 

business of a, 20, 21, 35, 36, 115 

definition of a, 70 

Diniy, first to practice as barber- 

education of, 8, 10, 69, 70 
entry by way of West Indies, 10 
ethical standards of a, 71 
examination, periodic, by a, 107, 
228 

first itinerant, 18 

to care especialiy for children’s 
teeth, 91 

to crown a tooth, 49 
patent to be issued to a, 57, 64 
qualified in America, 19, 21, 97 
to legulate teeth, 49, 50 
to write a book, 68 
to use gold to fill teeth, 80 
mineral paste teeth, 62 
obturators, 51 
physician as, 1, 2, 7-14 
to loyal family, 53 
what constitutes the practice of a, 
1, 43, 44, 49, 50, 51, 59, 62, 69-73, 
90-93, 143-146, 156-157, 195, 201- 
205, 220, 250, 260, 261, 262, 272- 
282 


Dentiste, 61 

Dentistry, advent in America, 1, 10 
childien’s, 24, 48, 91, 93, 101, 105, 
107, 271, 278, 304 

combined with other occupation, 7, 
20, 21, 59 
definition of, 70 
diplomas in, 61 
exorbitant puces in, 24 
fees in, 26, 28, 33, 59, 83, 228, 237, 
274, 277 

fundamental changes in practice, 
302 


liistory, 1 

instiuction, 20, 24, 28, 32, 38, 55, 
61, 69, 70, 99, 135, 100 
lectures, 24, 25, 43, 45, 70 
mechanical, 193, 100 
operatn e, 115, 190 
patents, 57, 62, 65 
practice, 20, 37, 40, 50 

methods of, 43-45, 01, 10 1 , 246-251 
h\ nhssician and chirurgeon, 10, 
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bj specialists, 19 
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Rcopm/td ns \ liiofLssion, 70 
stilus of, 104 
stiuh of, 70 

Dentists first ns ninclnnls 7 
life of enrls in Xiiiti ir i, 1 
mines of 1(5 18 
schoolni isters ns 1 
Dentition, 71, 0 5. 210, 280 
proinotts 50 
Dentures 00, 5()5 
of liabhiU tncinl, 517 510 
of gold mid sil\ci 120, 224, *50 5 
guiiis on "gi ills 17't 
nor\, “lO 105, 2n‘), 2'i0 200 50 5 
sihci 287 

spirnl springs on 72 120, 2 50 510, 
220, ,5 50 

Design ilion of i doeloi 7 
Dinries of f.eorge NN isliington, 81, 8 5, 
104 100 170, 181 18 5 501 
of Pniil rtescie, 110, 120 
Diet, 100 

Digestion, 14 5, 280 
Digeslnc cfTccl on Icetli 217, 280 
Diplornn, /list iiitdK il, 8 
denlnl, 01 

Directory, Boston, 154 
London, 100 

New 5ork, 22 5 220, 200 
Phiindelphn, nn, 57, 01 05, 105 
Disenses nnd Cnsunllics, 12 
of gums, 280 

Dispensnrs of Cits of New York, 27, 
144, 275, 277, 281 

Doctor of Dental Surgery, 203, 205 
Doctor, title of, 7 

Dog fish as n cure foi loolhnchc, 4 
Dragon root 52 
Drills, fool, 254 
linnd bow, 254 
Druggist as dentist, 1 
Drugs, 293 
Dry caries, 280 
Dry teeth, 172 
Dublin, Ireland, 48, 50 


E 

Early loss of teeth, reason for, 12 
Ecuador, 107 
Edge, teeth on, 71 

Education of public, 49, 88-93, 129, 
303 

Electrical machine, 120, 129, 230 
Electuary (mouth wash), 30 
Elks teeth, 318 
Emery, 71 
Emetics, 8 

Ennmel structure, 35, 49, 50, 90, 91, 
144, 145 
teeth, real, 201 
Engine, dentnl, 254, 255, 304 
England, 19, 22, 33, 77, 89, 99, 205, 
271 

English key, 13 


I UMionnunl ind dee n of tcctli, 100 
1 lulogiu, 5()2 5()5 
1 SSI lu L. diuon, 88, 90 
1 st dis of di ntists, 5(i, 2t 1 
1 till I, 1 i M nun ind, 189 
suIiihuiK, discos LI \ of, 190 
1 tllK s, 71 

of i II h nl' ti tisiiig, 7 
1 tiiisi ins 141 

1 \ iiiiilioii of Nlw 5 oik, 171, 301 
1 \ iiniii ition of tiLth, periodic, 107, 
228 

1 \cicsicnci, 12, 1 1 
1 \oslosis, 11 
1 \i) iiision 11 ch, 5()4 
Lxiioscd iiiilps, 280 
loots 92 

Lvtciisioii foi picscnlion, 49 
1 \li irlion, 19, 20, 59 
bs loid 01 slung, 13 
dc ilh fiom of teeth, 12 
1)N ri igg ind Sii 5slles Cooper, 200 
ingenuities in 15 
bs 1 1 % indn idinls, 1,11 
nielhod of, 1 5, 280 
))ei pendieulm oi tooth e\tractoi, 57 
111(1 jiiegmncs, 91 
leisoii foi not evtneting, 92 
of sound teeth 31, 32 
of teeth, 2, 10, 11, 12, 19 20, 36, 
50, 57, 59, 92, 278, 280, 281 
bs speci ilisls, 19 
Exlnelionist, 19 
E\e, iilificnl, 275 

Lye foi an eye, a tooth for a tooth, 251 


F 

ralniouth, England, 101, 105, 184 
(Poi timid, Maine), 213 
Virginia, 11 

Father of American Denfistrj'’, 212 
E ee books, 12 

Fees, 20, 20, 28, 33, 34, 54, 59, 81, 83, 
157, lb7, 183, 228, 229, 237, 274 276, 
281, 305 

artificial teeth, 26, 28 
Filling of teeth, 2, 31, 49, 50, 51, 59, 
105, 106, 107, 143, 195, 196, 280 
w'lth cement, 101 
gold, 43, 49, 51, 101, 105 
lead, 43, 49, 51, 59, 101, 105, 193, 
195, 280 

method, proper, 105, 106 
pieference in material, 105 
pieparation for, 106 
First advertisement showing a den- 
ture, 235 

dental clinic, 271, 274 
society, 16 

dentist in America, 18, 77 
Fistula, 34, 92 

Flagg, Josiah, appearance, personal, 
196 

appraisement of, 196 

began practice Boston, 1783, 193 

capture bj British, 205 
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Flagg, Josiah — Cont’d 

died m Charleston, S C , 1816, 
206 

experience in extracting, 206 
first dental chair, 197 
hand bills, 1795, 195 
1785, 200 
1796, 203 

and orthodontic treatment, 196 
painting supposedly ordered by 
Astley Cooper, 206 
practiced in London, 206 
lecened dental instruction from 
Paul Re\eie, 193 
returned to New York, 1815, 206 
use of Caducous, 198-201 
obtuiators, suiger 3 ' on haie-lip, 
196 

used gold-foil filling, 195 
Focal infection, 303 
Foot drill, 254, 255, 364 
Foiceps, exti action, 148, 281 
methods of use, 281 
perpendicular tooth, 57, 04 
Forensic medicine and dentistrj% 117 
Fiactures, 52, 92 
France, 48, 61 
F ranldin Institute, 141 
Fraunces’ Tavern, Washington’s tooth 
in, 307 
Fieckles, 30 

Fiedcrickshurg, 180, 292 
Free seniccs, 28, 31, 33, 01, 197, 274, 
275, 281 

Flint juices, 203, 204 
rungus, 34 

Fur, definition of, 90, 107 
G 

Gangrene from rotted teeth, 02 
G irdette, James, ai rived in Newport, 
R 1 , 1778, 135-137 

aimed in Ness Yoik, 1783, in Phila- 
dtlpJna, 1784, 138 
hoin in Agen, Fiance, 1750, 135 
Lafasette’s “Irmj", neser served in, 
137 

publislied first dental article, 143 
SCI sice in hieiicli Nasj, 137 
studied an itoms and surgeij in 
Pans, 1773, 135 

studied dentistrs under Laforgue 
md de la F nidiniere, 135 
Garengeot hey, 13 

Gastric juices md cause of tooth de- 
cas, 247, 249 

Genealogj of Greenssood family, 123 
Glaubers salt, 293 
Gold heater, 143 
clasps, 141, 363 
filling roots ssith, 149 
fillings, 43, 49, 51, 59, 105, 195, 280 
foil, 195, 280 
pins, 14i 

tpnngs 72, 129, 210, 310, 320 
sssaged plates and dentures, 129, 
141, 142, 195 255, 361 
ssire ligature, 141 


Grace Episcopal Churchyard, Jamaica, 
LI, 110 

Gratis sers'ice, 28, 31, 197, 274, 275 
281 

Great Britain Holland, Ireland, etc , 
33, 77, 84, 87 

Grecian and Roman times, 167 
Greensvood genealogy, 122, 124 
Greensvood, Isaac, Sr , constructed 
electrical machine, 145 

earliest dentist to adopt dental 
slogan, 129 

entered dentistry about 1779, 124, 
126 

first dental announcement, 1780, 
125 

genealogy of Greenssood family, 
122 


introduced the toothbrush in 
dental advertisement, 131, 132 
retired from practice, 1796, 132 
sons, grandson, and great-grand- 
sons in practice, 122-123 
took over Res'cre’s practice, 1779, 
126 


ssood and is’ory turner, 1762-1779, 
120 

died Oct 18, 1803, 134 
Greenss’ood, Isiac, Jr, advertisement 
thought to have been his brother 
John’s, Nesv York practice, 1783, 
155, 156 

began practice, 1781, 154 
ss'ar sersice, 153 

Greensvood, John, adsuce, professional, 
246, 250, 251, 252 

adsocated a yearly fee for chil- 
dren, 228 

afiidas'it as a passport to Europe, 
240 


annotated cops' of John Hunter, 
211, 240 

antrum, tieatment of, 252 
appraisement of, 244 
artificial teeth (porcelain), use of, 
223, 237 
broadside, 222 

canes, advances tsvo nesv theones 
as to the cause of dental chemi- 
cal microorganism, 211, 246, 
247, 251 
chain, gold, 321 
children’s dentistry, 228 
coroner’s s'erdict shosving the 
year 1784 svas spent in Penn- 
sylsania, 218, 220 
decay of teeth, 211 
dental cabinet made by himself, 
213 


practice, began in Nesv York 
1785, 218, 221 
method of, 211, 246-253 
dentures, made for Wasliington, 
406-315 

gold ssvaged, 224 
description, person il, 444 
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Greenwood lolin — C oul’d 

did not leient instiiRlion fioni 
fntliLi. 220 
first foot-diill, 251 
New 5oiK innouiKLinLiit, 222, 
22 1 

instiunient nnkci, ns, 221 
imnuscripts unnulihslitd, of, 11'), 
200 

memoirs, liis, 2 tfi 
New 5 oik, .iriiv il in 218 
prLcejitoi to lloi ice 11 u den 214 
picsentition of iioitiiit to Halti- 
morc Colhqt 2l"i 
replintotion nthiccon 2"il 
llcsohitioii 11 s SLiSKc, 212-217 
sIogTiis 28") 

spii d spiiiiRs use of (1702), 210 
tnnsphnt itioii uhicc on, 240 
trip to Puis, 210 

Wnsliinqton service rcndcicd, 
220 100-181 

Wsshington’s Inst tooth, 121 
wn\ imiircssions, tnking of, 228 
will of, 211, 244 
Gioup practice 02 
Gum knives, ISO, 280 
mvrih, 250 

work stained (scaling vva\), 120, 
175 255, 301 302 

Gums, diseases, 34, 44, 145, 247, 280, 
281 

infiamed, 80, 31, 34, 80, 01, 92, 145, 
280 

lancing of, 00 105, 280 
massaging, 250 
prognosis, 280 
receding, 80 
scanfving, 4, 280 

scurvj of the, 12 19, 20, 20, 35, 43, 
48, 49, 50, GO, 90, 250, 278, 280 
suppuration of, 34, 249 
treatment, 30, 250, 280 
Guy’s Hospital, 200 


H 

Hand drill, 254 

Handbills, 195, 200, 201, 203, 205, 222 
Hare hp 195, 204 
Hartford, Corni , 17, 74, 270 
Harvard College, 120 
Harvard Dental School, 133 
Harvard Universitj, 119, 207 
Havana, 185, 18G 
Hay rack teeth, 4 
Heretic, 3 

Hippopotamus ivorj, 59, 103, 159, 253, 
290, 317 

Hislorical Society of Pennsylvania, 
60, 83, 218, 305 
Holland, 33, 77 
Hospitals, 206, 274, 275 
Houdon’s life mask, 339-353 
Huguenot Society, 165 
Humours, 30, 144 

Hygiene, mouth, 68, 87, 90, 107, 145, 
250 


I 

Idtntilk ition hv ttelli, 110, 117 
Imp u ltd Ittlli, 1 1, 280 
Inipoi t met of Ittlli, 24 
Impicssion of mouth tiktn hv patient, 
228 

foi piosthcsis, 72, 253 
IiKonic fioni dental piactice, 37 
Indi ins, 2, 12, 1()7 
nitdit il ticatment of, 2, 17 
liidigtnt indiv idu dsr service for, 28 
Inf lilt diseases, 145 
Infeetion, 301, 104 
Infeetious diseases, 144 
liifii mai Its, 274, 275, 864 
Inflainiiialori/ toothache, 108 
Inllnen/a, 301 
Injniious dcntifiices, 71 
In) IV , gold, 164 
Innoenlation, 10, 107, 292 
Instinction in dentistry, 20, 24 28, 
32, 38, 55, 61, 69, 70, 99, 135, 190 
making mineral teeth, 285 
Instiunient case 12, 110 
iiiakei, 120, 263 
for salt, 47 

Instininents earned in saddle bag, 12, 
11 

h 11 infill effect of improper use of, 
145 

foi sale (1777), 47 
Intel nship, 8 
Inventions, 57, 63, 90 
Ipecae 8 
Ireland, 89 

Il regularities of the teeth, 2 
Itinerant dentists, 18, 24, 195 
warning against, 24 
phvsicians, 12 

Ivorv dentures, 59, 103, 159, 253, 296, 
317 

teeth 133 

Ivory turner, 259, 263 


J 

Jamaica, Island of West Indies, 10, 77 
Jamaica, L I, 102, 109, 110, 267 
James’, Dr, powder, 292 
Jaundice, 48 
Jaws, abscesses, 92 

cancellated substance of lower, 92 
dislocation, 92 
fractures, 44, 86, 92 
protrusion of, 44 
small and large teeth, 143 
Juices, fruit, 203, 204 


K 

Kejs-turn, 13 
Kindhart, 19 

Kings College, N 8 , course in dental 
anatomv, 65 
Kitisols 120 
Knife, 189 
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Laboratories, 8 
Lancaster, Pa , 34 
Lancet, gum, 36, 189 
Lancets, spring, 36 
Lancing the gums, 90, 105, 280 
Lateral vacuum cavity, 196 
Latin-brass, 321 
Laudanum, 252 
Law suit, 9 
Laws, medical, 8 
Lay lectures on tfeeth, 24 
Layman as dentist, 1, 13 
education of, in dentistry, 87, 90-93 
Lead for filling teeth, 43, 49, 51, 59, 
101, 105, 143, 195, 280 
Lectures, lay, on dentistr 5 ", 1, 6, 25, 90- 
93, 195 

Legislation, medical, 8 
Le Mayeur, became citizen of Virginia, 
1789, 187 

can of ether in dental practice, 189 
correct name, 103 

diary Notes in Washington, 164, 
179-184, 302 

did he teach Gardette, Flagg or 
Spence? 190, 191 
died on May 20?, 1806, 188 
ini entory after death enumerates 
dental items, 189 

letter of introduction to Lafayette, 
177, 178 

regarding application for passport 
to America, 165 
New York stay, 171-174 
recenes pass through Biitish lines 
to aid Washington, 171 
record in America, 159-189 
resident of Mt Vernon, Va , 1784-90, 
174-187 

letired from practice to Sweet 
Springs (W ) Va , 1790, 187 
28 Maiden Lane, 167 
Lclheon, Nciv Compound, 190 
Lexington, Kv , 73 

Libraiy, American Antiquarian So- 
citlij, 127 

John Carter Drown, 83, 105, 300 
Wm L Clements, 85, 86, 171 
of Congress, 83, 104, 105, 171,, 174, 
177, 182, 211, 295, 305, 309, 324, 
378 

Frick Art Reference, 121, 122, 227, 
234, 204, 266, 299, 335 
IJiinlington, 171 

Pierpont Morgan, 171, 342, 345, 346, 
317 

New York Academy Medicine See 
New York Ac ldem^ Medicine 
New York Historical Society, 12, 
122, 210, 219, 342, 352 
New lorA Public, 104, 171, 378 
New York Society J^ibrary, 378 
New York State, 171 
Rhode Island Historical 165 
Ligation for loose teeth, 30, 51, 59, 72, 
255, 300,^363 
Ligatures, 70 


Lips and teeth, 140 
Literature, 55, 07, 2'40, 276 
need, 363 

Liverpool, England, 103 
London, 26, 32, 33, 53, 55, 66, 67, 99, 
109, 124, 162, 165-168, 191, 205, 221, 
272, 274, 283, 286, 296, 298, 313, 314 
London Freemason Lodge, 271 
London Hospital Medical College, 310, 
312, 381 

Long Island, N Y , 48 
Louvre, Pans, 342, 352 
Low’s Astronomical Diary or Alma- 
nack, 201 
Luxation, 44, 92 
of jaws, 44 

M 


Maggots, 250 

Mail, transportation of, 5 
Maison-Alfort, France, 102, 163 
Malaria, 304 
Malpractice, 73, 86 
suit, 9-10, 277 
Manchester, England, 103 
Manuscripts, original, 119, 209 
Maryland, 34, 37, 38, 39, 80, 179 
Massachusetts, 193 
Massachusetts Bay Company, 2 
Massachusetts Historical Society, 113, 
117, 120, 203, 204, 205, 378 
Mastication of food, 280 
Mastodon of Virginia, 285 
Mateiia medica, 8 
Maxillary sinus, 44, 92, 252 
treatment, 252 
Mayenne, France, 100 
Mayflowei, 3 
Mechanics, practical, 303 
Medical diploma, first, 8 
education, early, 8 
examining board, 8 
graduates, 8 

laws governing practice, 8 
practice, 7, 9 
methods of, 2, 8 
teaching, 8 
tj'pe of, 7, 8, 9, 294 
profession, 1, 3, 7 
school, first, 8 

Medical Society of the State of New 
York, 223 

Medication, 280, 294 
Medicine, Colonial, 7-14 
Medico-legal identification, 100 
Mercurial medication, 4, 294 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, 152, 357, 
358 


Mezzotinter, 124 

Microorganism, thcorj of, 212, 237, 
250, 364 

Microscope, 250 
Microscopj, 8 
^Ildwlfe, 10, 47 

Mincrat nastc teeth, 0, 01, 67, 199, 2jt, 


261 


earliest use of in Aintiici, 62, 


199, 253 
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Models, if., 221. 200 
■Nlohrs, 70 
^Io^1ls, G 

Mt Plcnsitil, W Vi.lGS KS7 188 
Ml ^cInon, V\ 40, 1G8 17'). 181, 183, 
187, 201, 208, )04. Ill, .D'), 122, 
312, 102 

Moulh cMiiuinlion c\ci\ m\ nioiilhs, 
107 

lucicnc 01, GS 72, 87, 00 107, 110, 
200 

infcclion 101 
minor, 272 

w ishcs 10 2G 28 71. 00 
ibslcifiLiil lotion G(i 
“Mbion-LssLiicc ’’ 88 00, 01 
bilsinniiL linelurc, 27, 28, 10 
“Llcclinn,” 10 
VurderanTIi, 0 

Museum of the Uucncuu Imlian, Ilcijc 
I ouiidnltoti, 1G7 
\rmy Mcdtcnl, 11 
r me \.rts, lioslon, 114, 108, 100 
Louvre, 142, 102 

Metropolitan Museum of Art, 302, 
107, 308 
Maltonal, 211 

Valentine, Richmond, Vo , 100 
Ohrrh, lincliire of, 71, 20G 


N 

Ner\es of leelh, exposure of, 108, 201, 
247 

Ner\ous loollnche, 108 
New Departure, lOG 
New England, 5 
New London, Conn , 153 
2feiv York Academu of Medicine, 54, 
G8, 119, 120, 128, 13l 200, 201, 211, 
213, 232, 241, 245, 24G, 248, 254, 265, 
308, 309, 322 

New York CUj, 5, 20, 22, 23, 2G, 28, 
32, 35, 36, 37, 47, 50, 55, 5G, 57, 58, 
Gl, 63, 66, 67, 74, 77, 80, 81, 94, 95, 
102, 109, 110, 15G, 157, 171, 173, 
174, 206, 218, 221, 273, 274, 275, 
303, 307, 310, 311, 314, 322 
New' York City Directory, 52, 223, 224, 
226, 239, 263, 277, 282, 330 
Neiv York County Medical Society, 
233 

Neiv York Dental Centennial, 16 
Mew York Historical Society, 12, 119, 
122, 210, 219, 221, 227, 257, 2G4, 
266, 342, 352, 378 
New York Medical law, 8, 9 
New York Protestant Episcopal Public 
School, 96 

New York Public Library, 164, 171, 
378 

New Windsor, Md , 85, 86 
Newburg, N Y , 168, 171, 172 298, 300 
Newburyport, Mass , 50 
Newport, R 1 , 16, 48, 49, 137, 156, 160, 
165, 171, 310 

Newspaper advertisement, ethics of, 
5, 6 


NcwspipLis, "), 18 
Newtown L I, 210 
Noifolk, Vi, H, 276 
Noiton House, 83 
Nuist, 20 

Nuts, Cl icking of, injuiious, 106 


0 

Obsitin, Lompaic, Reflect, Record, 
211 

Obtiii itois, pilital, 51, 195, 204 
Oculist, 35, 47, 275 
Oirensnt bieath, 12 106, 107 
Oil of tinn mion, 108 
closes, 4, 108 
tui|)cntinc, 108 

Old Not 111 Church, Boston, 120 
Old South Church, Boston, 129 
Old South Mcctinq House, 326 
Opcratciir pour les dents, 19 
Opcritisc dentistrs, 20 
Operator for the teeth, 10, 16, 17, 18, 
19, 20, 21, 23, 24, 26, 32, 228 
definition of 19 
Opiates, 31, 52, 62, 71 
Oial Ingiene care, 68, 87, 90, 91, 105, 
107, 145, 278, 363 
surgeons, first, 195 
surgerj, 51 

Orangetown, N Y^ , 170 
Origanum, 4 

Orthodontic treatment, 2, 51, 145, 201, 
228, 364 

Osprey, bill of an, as toothpick, 4 
picking the bill of an, 4 
Other dentists of merit, 68 


P 

Pans, 23, 35, 47, 50, 55, 61, 67, 135, 
160, 161, 240, 241, 242, 243, 342 
Passport, 196, 206 

Patent, dental, to be issued in this 
coiintr}, 57, 62, 65 
Peabody Institute, Baltimore, 378 
Peale, Charles Willson, denture for 
Washington for painting, 317-319 
as a dentist, 283, 286, 288 
experiment in making mineral 
teeth, 286-288 

Peale’s Natural History Museum, 285 
Pennsylvania, 218 

Pennsylvania Academy Fine Arts, 284 
Pennsylvania College of Dental Surg- 
ery, 196 

Pennsylania, Historical Society of, 
220, 328, 378, 382 
Peridental structures, 80 
Periodontal conditions, 35, 80, 92 
Penostium, 91 

Perpendicular tooth extractor, 57, 64, 
65 

Peru, 167 

Petersburg, Va , 12, 63, 169 
Pharmaej, 101 
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Philadelphia, 5, 15, 16, 23, 26, 28, 32, 
34, 36, 37, 48, 53, 54, 55, 57, 58, 
59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 65, 74, 80, 81, 84, 
86, 87, 88, 102, 110, 120, 138, 139, 
140, 144, 147, 150, 161, 168, 169, 178, 
183, 190, 218, 260, 261, 269, 272, 
276, 283, 300, 303, 311, 315, 322, 
323, 325, 333, 356 
first dentist in, 16 

Philadelphia Academy of Fine Arts, 
283, 284 

Philadelphia College of Dental Siirg- 
enj, 196, 288 

Philadelphia Dental College, 381 
Phillrum, 348, 352 
Physic, 4, 9, 10, 35, 38, 45, 47 
Phjsicians, Colonial, 2, 3 
as dentists, 1, 2 7-14 
difficulties of, 7 

early, did not confine practice en- 
tirely to medicine, 7 
number of in the Colonies, 8 
Physiology, 8 
Picking teeth, 9 

Pierpont Morgan Library, 171, 342, 
345, 346, 347 
Pilgrims, 2 

Pills for tootlnclie, 32 
Pincers, 300 

Pnot teeth, 30, 51, 54, 253, 254, 285 
Plagiarism, 40 

Plaster of Pans models, 253, 285, 342 
Platinum pins in teeth, 285 
Plattsbuig, NY,? 

Pletirisj, 292 

Plumbing teeth Sec teeth, fillings 
definition, 49 
Plymouth Company, 1, 2 
Ph mouth, Mass , 1 17 
Piieuinonn, 304 

Poem dedicated to Gardette, 146 
Greenssood, John, 230 
Poor, gratis, treatment of, 28, 31, 33, 
61, 274, 275, 281 

Poicelain, 253, 285 See also, mineral 
paste teeth 
Portland, Maine, 220 
Poilugal, 60 
Poultices, use of, 8 

Posscler, tooth, 20, 31, 48, 50, 71, 250 
Prcccploiship, 8, 20, 99, 120, 260 
Picgnancs, 91 
Piesenation of teeth, 304 
Pioccsses, coronoid and condsloid, 44 
Professional secrecj, breaking down, 
110 

scr\ice, 49, 59 02, 07, 09, 90-93, 143- 
146, 156-157, 195, 201-205, 226- 
250, 200, 261, 202, 272-282 
status, 0 

Piomises made as to treatment, 107 
Proplnlaxis, 91 
Piosthelic deiitistr\, 20, 51 
construct, 307-326 
cross ns, 49 

dentures See dentures 
obturators, 51, 195, 204 
pnot teeth, 51 


Providence, R I, 48, 49, 137, 156, 157, 
165 

Provincial Congiess of Massachusetts, 
113, 217 

Psalm-Tunes, publication of, 114 
Public, education of the, 68 
sersice rendered 20 
Public Record Office, London, 165, 
171, 380 

Pulp, desitalizing, 196, 364 
remosml, 280, 364 
tapping, 196 
Pumice stone, 71 
Purges, 8, 9, 294 
Purging pills, 4 
Pus, 281 

Pjorrhea, 50 80, 91, 145, 157, 280, 363 
See also diseases, gums, treatment, 
prognosis 

Q 

Quack, 14, 18, 24, 32, 36 
Quacker'y, 6, 9, 10 19, 28, 31, 32, 45, 
52, 53, 73, 86, 272, 364 
ss'arning against, 18, 24, 73, 86 
Quinine, 8, 293 

R 

Reading medicine, 8 
Regulates childien’s teeth, 49, 50, 195, 
196 

Regulates teeth, 49, 50, 59, 190, 204, 
225, 304 

Religious belief, 3 
Replantation, 101, 149, 251, 364 
Resloies teeth foi function, 49 
Retentive prosthesis, 70, 72 
Revere, Paul, business of a dentist, 
115, 116 

dental notations in day book, jour- 
nal, 110 

dentist, first mention of him as a, 
114 

identification of Dr Warren bj'’ den- 
tal work, 117 

locket made of Washington’s hair, 
116 

Rc%olutionary War, 8, 13, 37, 153, 154, 
100, 101, 176, 212-218, 283, 298, 300 
Rheumatic toothache, 108 
Rhode Island, 49, 80, 93, 193 
Rhode Island Hisloiieal Society, 137, 
165 

Rhubarb, 293 

Richmond, Va , 14, 03, 109, 180, 187 
River Fever, 293 
Rn cling teeth, 285 
Roentgen Ray, 303 

Root canal trcalnient, 149, 280, 281, 
304 

exposure of, 44 
filling wifh gold, 149, 304 
pci foration, 254 
Rosin of Jalap, 4 
Ro\bur^, Mass, 263 
Royal Academy, London, 283 
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Rtml palcnl, 2 

lioiial Protonudu al Hoard, (il 

Roijal Socutu, 10 

RuIls of (ivilil's, 201, 20") 


S 

St Aiigustinp, ria , 18(3 
S)leni Miss, Ki, i"), 50, 57, 151, 221, 
250 

Sain lied p ilicnts, 1, 115 
Sm noiningo, 15(), 180 
Si\nnmli, 250 

Scaling the Icclli, 35, 10, 51, 50, 80, 01 
dcfinilion, 40 
Schooliinslcr as dcnlisl, 1 
Science, 302 
Scoll, Tohn, Legac^, 110 
ScomII Mamifac Comp, 322 
Scni\y, 12, 10, 20, 20, 28, 33, 40, 02, 
250 

erf the gums, 12, 10, 20, 20, 35, 13, 
48, 40, 00, 250, 278, 280 
Scaling \\a\, use of, on dentures, 120, 
175, 255, 301, 302 
Secrec^, professional, 71, 110 
Senna, 8 
Separatists, 2 
ScrMces gratis, 28 
Shcddinq of tcclh, 247 
ShefTield, England, 99, 101, 103 
Shiirteff Medical College, 205 
Silk ligatures, 72 
Sihcr denture, 287 
foil, 208 

Sinus maxillarv, 92, 252 
Skinner, Richard Cortland, began 
practice in Philadelphia, 1789, 272 
established first dental clinics, 
1791, 274, 281 

letter to Franklin asking aid to 
be kept out of jail, 209 
pyorrhea, description and treat- 
ment, 281 

^^^ote first dental publication, 
270 

Slandei, 202 

Slogans, dental, 129, 130, 197, 235, 239, 
250, 303 

Smallnox, 10, 291, 292 
Social service in hospitals, 275 
Society of Friends, 79 
Society of Siirgeons-Dentisls of the 
City and State of New York, 10, 
302 

South Carolina, 10, 33, 35, 73 
Souveraine water 52 
Specialist, 19 

(dentist) required to correct dam- 
age caused by a quack practi- 
tioner, 52, 73, 80 
Speech, 43 

and teeth, 43, 72 

Spinning wheel as foot drill, 253, 254 
Spiral springs, 72, 129, 141, 230, 253, 
310, 319, 320, 330, 331 
Spring lancets, 30 


Spiings foi dentines, 72, 129, 230, 310, 
320, 330 
St igc CO ich, 5 

SI lining, irlilicial, of dentine gums, 1, 
29, 175, 255, 301, 302 
Stockholm, 342, 354 
Stoyged with gold See teeth, filling 
of 

St\ptic solution, 55 
Stilpliiii , 293 
Suppiii alion, 34, 91, 92 
Suigcon, 2, 7 47, 52, 00, 02, 07 
Sill gcon-Denlist, 10, 11, 17, 18, 20, 20, 
33 34, 30, 45, 49, 51, 55, 05, 70, 73, 
78, 81, 85, 195, 201, 228, 241 200 
Silt geon-Dentist and Bleeder, 05 
Siiigcons of the Admiralty, 135 
Siiigcrj, 9, 10, 35, 38, 44, 45, 47 
stiuh of, 8, 101 

Swaged dentines of gold, 129, 141, 255, 
331 

Sweet Spnngs, W Va , 185, 187 
Swit/eiland, 57 
Sjmpathetic toothache, 108 


T 

Tartar, 28, 30, 31, 44, 90, 91, 145, 247, 
280 

clTcct of, 145, 247 
formation of, 247 
Tea, ill effects of, 100 
Teeth, abscess of, 92, 278, 280, 281 
anomalies, 89 

artificial, 2, 20, 28, 30, 31, 30, 47, 
51, 59, 62, 72, 224 
brushing, need for, 72, 105, 100 
care of, 2, 50, 87, 107 
canes of, 48, 92, 144, 249, 278, 280 
due to chemical or acidity, 247 
from internal or external causes, 
249, 280 

due to lateral pressure, 142, 143 
due to microorganisms, 237, 249, 
250 

cauteriration of, 03 
children’s, 24, 48, 91, 92, 105, 225 
cleansing, 2, 24, 20, 31, 33, 30, 51, 92 
method of, 51 
climate, effect of, 100 
condition of in Colonies, 12 
constitution and, 247 
contact points, 49, 72 
decay of, around fillings, 105 
theories of, 211, 247-249, 250 
deciduous, care of, 304 
development of, 247 
diseases of, 142, 144, 247, 249, 278, 
280 

dry, 172 , 

edge on, 71 

enamel of, 35, 49, 50, 90, 91, 144 
145, 280 

enamel teeth See mineral 
erosion of, 247 
eruption of, 280 
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Teeth — Cont’d 

extraction of, 2, 10, 11, 12, 13, 19, 
36, 50, 57, 92, 278, 280, 281 
filling of, 2, 31, 49, 50, 107, 196 
gold, 43, 49, 51, 101, 105, 143, 
195, 280 

lead, 43, 49, 51, 105, 195, 280 
tin, 143 

of the French people, 50 

fur on, 90 

impacted, 13, 280 

implanted, 167 

importance, 24, 279, 280 

of ivorj, 286, 317 

ligating, 30, 51, 59, 72 

live, wanted, 52, 167, 172, 255, 300, 

303 

loss of teeth, early, 12, 91 
mineral, 286-288, 364 
earliest to use, 62 

pivot, 10, 51, 54, 253, 254, 285, 363 
plumbing, 49, 50 See also filling 
poor teeth, 12 

preservation, 26, 35, 50, 51, 02, 90, 
143, 146, 156, 201, 225, 247-251, 
278, 364 

method of, 90, 143 
proper Aacancies of, 49 
regulation, 49, 50, 59, 196, 204, 364 
replantation, 101, 149, 251, 304 
retentive, by ligatures, 72 
roots, 304 

exposure of, 92 

scaling, 33, 49, 50, 51, 59, 80, 91, 300 
ihcdding of, 91, 247 
sockets, 280 

and speech, 42, 43, 72, 144 
structure of, 278 

transplantation, 30, 33, 37, 42, 43, 
44, 49, 51, 81, 84, 93, 101, 143, 147, 
148, 149, 167, 170, 173, 174, 178, 
179, 190, 201, 224, 249, 273, 281, 

304 

value of, 72 
aMsdom, 109, 280 
impacted, 13, 280 
Teething in children, 93 
Tcrro-mclallic, 0 
Testimonials 0 
Theatrical, 57, 58, 79 
Theories of tooth decay, 247, 249, 250 
Therapeutics, 8, 31, 52, 148, 280 
drastic, 8 
Thcrapa, 8 
Tin, 143 

Tinctures, 28, 48, 02, 63 See also 
mouth as ashes 
Title of doctor, first, 7 
Tobacco ash, 71 

Tolerance of q tooth, testing, 101 
Tongue, 144 

Tontine’s Coffee House, 219, 223, 230 
Tooth brush, 31, 52, 59, 72, 87, 91, 92, 
131, 132, 189, 200, 201, 228, 250, 294 
instruction, 72, 90, 92 
method of use of, 72 
modern inaention of, 90 


Tooth drawer, 13, 14, 18, 19, 36, 139 
Tooth draaver (instiument), 12 
draaaung, 20 
drops, 36 

Tooth extractor, 57, 64, 65 
Tooth-picks, 4, 90, 91 
Tooth poavder, 20, 31, 48, 50, 71, 250 
puller, 19 
tolerance of, 101 

Toothache, 1, 3, 4, 12, 20, 28, 31, 35, 
48, 91, 108 
causes of, 12 
cures for, 4, 52, 55, 56 
drops, 36 
pills for, 32, 157 
relief from, 26, 91 
remedies for, 4, 24, 20, 30, 48, 55 
rheumatic or nervous, 108 
sjmpathetic, 108 
treatment of, 10, 12, 20 
types of, 108 
Tours, France, 135 
Transplantation, 30 43, 364 
Traveling in Colonies, 5 
Treata' of Peace, 171, 301 
Trinita' Cemetery, 97 
Tiiniti] Piotcstant Episcopal Chanty 
School, 96 

Tubcrciilosi's, 28, 291 
Tumors, 48, 91 

Turner, avood and ivory, 120 
Turn-key, 13, 129 

Twenty-eight Maiden Lane, 167, 168, 
172 

U 

Ulcerated tooth of Washington, 350 
Ulceration, 34, 43, 50, 157 
Ulcers, 34 

Universities, Cambridge, 3 
Edinburgh, 10 
Pennsylvania, 8 
Yale, 8 

V 

Vaccination, 6 
Vegetables, green, 204 
Versailles, 342 
Vinc*^nr 232 

Virginia, 16, 17, 33, 74, 80, 105, 103, 
171, 342 

Virginia Assembly, 292 
Vivisection, 8 

W 

War of 1812, 205 
War of Independence, 153 
Washington, abscessed teeth, 298 304 
account hooks and ledgers, 20, 60, 
81, 83, 290, 297, 304 
acted as oavn dentist, 80, 300, 301, 
310, 315, 320, 325 
amount expended for dental serv- 
ices, 297, 304, 305 
arm in sling, 303 

at home all day with aching tooth, 
298, 311 
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Wnsliinglon — Cont d 
Biker’s, lolin, slimcls foi , 81, 84, 
207, SOO 

icqiiosl for jnsliinmnls to, 85, 
80, 800 

Inrlti SLiMcc foi )) n iiiK denlnl bill, 
20, 81, 200 30) 

BiccntemiN ( clclintion, 101 
bicuspid, sinislci, 311 
blood Iclling, 0 
cincci, 301 

circ of Icelb, iotIi/Uioii of iiupoit- 
Tiicc of, 200 300, 304-301 
conditions in liinc of, 5 
cotton, use of. In Stinrt, between 
lips iiul tettb, 317 
denfness, 300 
denth of, 0 232 
iinlpnclicc clniges, 0 
dental nrebes, 200 207 
dentil c\pi.nditui cs, cost of, 304, 
305 

dentists, mines of bis, 104, 207 
dentures, blencbing of, due to port 
wines, 325, 320 
construction of, 307-333 
ill-ritting, 290, 300, 300, 310, 355, 
359 

made b\ Baker’’ 83, 297, 300 
rendalP 40 
Gardette, 310 317 
Greenwood, John, 300-315 
Pealc, Chailcs Willson, 290, 317, 
318 

Rcicic, Paul, 110, 297 
Spence, 325 
outline chart of, 313 
description of facial and plnsical 
appearance, 290, 300, 317, 339-341 
diaries, 81, S3, 104, 109, 179, 181, 
183 291, 304, 311 

did Washington aisit New York 
after 1790’’ 332 
difliculty in chewing, 299 
early dental disturbances, 290 
false teeth, ill-fitting, 342 
Fendall’s ser^ ices for Martha Wash- 
ington, 40, 42, 40, 333 
focal infection, 303 
Fraunces’ Tavern Tooth in, 307 
Greenw’ood’s, John, services to, 220, 
300-334 

hair, locket of, 116 
hat bill, paid, for dental serMces, 
81, 290, 335 
hearing, loss of, 300 
home treatment, 294, 300, 301, 320 
Houdon’s Life Mask, 339-360 

composite study of the left 
and right side of face, 349, 
352 

preparation of, 342 
illness, 184, 291-294, 298, 303-304 
due to teeth, 298, 303 
impatient at having portraits paint- 
ed, 339 
influenza, 303 


W ishington — Lont’d 
iiuiuin made as to qualification of 
dentist, 170 

issues i)ass to Le Maseur to Msit 
and ti eat him at Newburg, 171 
1 c Masem’s scr\ices, 109-178, 302 
Ictteis to and fiom dentists, 380-382 
nnlaiia, 304 

models of dental arches, 297 
mouth, dinicult> in painting, 317, 
342, 351, 352 

expression of, 317, 340-341, 351, 
358-360 

New 5 oik, Msit to, after Presidency, 
332 

notified of his election, 5 
painters of his portraits, Peale, C 
W , 352, 354, 357, 358 
Peale, Rembrandt, 356 
St Memin, Charles, 360 
Sharpless, 357, 359 
Stuart, Gilbert, 357 
“Athenaeum,” 358 
“Vaughan,” 358 
Trumbull, John, 354, 355 
Wertmuller, 356, 357 
Williams, William, 356, 358 
Wright, Joseph, 354, 355 
personal reference to dental infirmi- 
ties, 298 
pneumonia, 304 

port wine, use of, required bleach- 
ing, 325, 326-327 
quinine, faith in, 294 
rhcumatie condition, focal infection, 
303 

rules of cnility, 294 
scar on face due to abscessed tooth, 
291 298, 299, 356, 358 
smallpox, 344 

scaling wax used to imitate color of 
gum, 175, 301, 302 
sensiti\ eness as to his teeth, 170, 
298 

Spence’s Andrew, seriices to, 54, 
305, 325 

spiral springs, use of, 320 
squaring account by paying a hat 
bill, Wm Baker, 81, 296 
tooth, extraction of, 309, 318 
last retained, 296, 297, 307, 311, 
318 321 

toothache, troubled with, 171, 183, 
184, 300, 301, 302 

transnlantation, comments on, b'\, 
170, 174 

treatment, excessive, 9 
Whitlock, service bv, 60 
Wax for impressions, 72 
West Indies, 10, 33, 57 
Wig-maker and hair dresser, 20 
Williamsburg Holding Co , 179 
Williamsburg, Va , 33, 81, 83, 84 203 
Wills, Baker, 94, 95 
Le Majeur, 188 
Spence, 55 
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Wisdom teeth, 13, 109 
WoofTendale, Robert, education under 
Thomas Berdmore, 99 

arrl^ed in New York, October, 
1766, 21, 101 

in Philadelphia, April, 1767, 
102 

in New York, November- March, 
1768, 102 

returned to ShefTield, England, 
March 25, 1768, and remained 
until 1789, 103 
London, 1789-1795, 22 
arriied for second time in New 
York, 1795, and practiced for 
only several vears and then 
turned practice over to Ins son, 
John, 22 


WoofTendale, Robert — Cont’d 

refused appointment as dentist to 
Prince of Wales, 109 
wrote his famous work, 1783, 103 
died, December 13, 1808, 110 
Worcester, 48 
Worms in teeth, 364 

Y 

Yearly basis, fee on, 228, 364 
Yellow fever, 206 
York, England, 127 
Yorktown, 34, 137 

’ Z 

Zene Arlznei, Til 
Zoology, 318 




